[Tpexme 4eM OoTIIpaBUThCS B TEMHBIN 3aMOK, AHTOp CHa4asa BepHycs Bo [IBopel CToIeTHs u
noMecTus1 ®MOHY B CBOM MPOCTPAHCTBEHHLIN OpacrerT.

OH He 1o KoHIIa moBepsn Benukomy XKpeny. OctaBuTh OUOHY 3a CIMHOW 03HA4YaI0 OCTaBUTh
HeXeJlaTeIbHBIM CIOPIIPU3.

3akpenuB ®uoHYy, AHTOP CHOBA MOMOIIEN K anTapio. Ho BMecTo Toro, 4ToOs HAalPaBUThCS K IIOPTAIY,
OH CHayYaJa moBej To6u Ha CBSIIIEHHYIO TOpY.

Bckope Tobu ctan "XxomguTh 0 CHaM", TopXas 0 CKJIOHY TOPHl BO BPEMSI CHA.

AHTOD CllefioBal 3a HUM, ITI0Ka OHY He OCTaHOBWIIMCH Ha cepefrHe cKioHa. OTCIofa, MOOHUMAsICh UK
omyckasicb, ToOu cHOBa HauMHan 60pOThCS. AHTOP MONPoOOBas UATHU Ha TOM XkKe BHICOTE, II0KA He
yBU[ET 3a TOPOY HeOOJIBINYI0 TPOTIMHKY, KOTOPask COEAUHSIIACh C XPaMOM.

I pyroi KOHeIl TPOMMHKY 3aKaH4YUBAJICS y 00pHIBA.

AHTOD 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO YTEC HA CAMOM JieJie OBITT CO3aH UITI03UE, 32 KOTOPOUM CKpHIBAIach
riay0okas meimiepa. EMy He HyKHO ObIJI0 TPUOIHUXKATHCS K Ieliepe, YToOk I0UyBCTBOBATh
UCXOJAIIYI0 OT Hee OMacHYIO aypy.

ToOu momeITaCs MOOJIETETh K Iellepe. AHrop OICTPO ocTaHOBUT ero. Ecnu Benukuit 2Kpeir 6511
IIpaB, TO Ielepa Bejla B CepAlLleBUHY TOPH, Kyma M3abespb monoxuiia cBow ocobyio Chepy dyrm.

AHTOD B TIOCTIEIHUY Pa3 B3TJISIHYT Ha YTEC U YLIE.

OH mpHIles ciofa, YTOOL MPOBEPHUTH, IPABAY JIU CKa3ajl eMy xkpetl. CyOs 1o TOMY, YTO OH YBHU[EIL...
TakK OHO U OBLJIO.

TeMm He MeHee, OH cobuparsics uccnenoBaTh TeMHBIM 3aMOK IPSIMO ceryac. OH aKTUBUPOBAJ
BeckoHeuHyto Coep:KaHHOCTH U BOIIEN B IIPOXOf, Benywiuii B UHOU Mup.

Kak TonbpKo OH BhIIIeN, BHyTpu [IBopiia CToneTus mosBuIach MajeHbKas gBepb. Tpu OpaTa Kpakok,
Fammy, 'ao u 'amyc, CIOTHIKASACH, BBHILIIY HAPYXKY, XUXUKas B CBOel CTPaHHOU MaHepe.

B pykax y Hux Ob11 nuct Oymaru. OHU 3aKpUyaiy BHYTPU OBOPIA, CJIOBHO MIfa KOT'0-TO, HO He
TIOJTyYXJIM HUKAKOT'0 OTBeTa. AHTOp IMOKUHYJ ABOpel BMecTe ¢ OuOHOM.

B utore 6paThs BEPHYIUCH B LIEHTDP 3ajia B IIJIOXOM HAaCTPOEHUHU.

HanereBmuii MOpeIB BETPa MOMHSI B BO3AyX ux 6ymary. Ha 6ymare KpoBbio OBIIIM HaIllCaHbBI
KOpOoTKue cioBa: "Anrop", "Vxogu", "Caiinent Xunn" u "HELP".

He60 OBII0 TOTHOCTHIO 3aTIHYTO TEMHBIMU Ty4aMHU, KOTOPHIE MTOPOXKAanu 6eCKOHeYHEIe Pa3psijIbl
MOJIHUH.

"9T0 NOTYyCTOPOHHUM MuUp?"

Bce BokpyT OBI7T0 TEMHBIM. C ITOMOIIIBI0 KOPOTKOT'O CBETA, KOTOPHIH fajia ouepenHas MOJIHUS, AHTOD
CMOT pa3risaneTh cebsi, CTOSIIETO CPey KaKUX-TO KyCTOB.



M3-3a BCeX 9TUX Ty4 HaJl TOJI0BOYM HEBO3MOKHO OBIJIO OTIIUYUTH IeHb OT HOuu. OH He 0OCMEeNUBaJICs
KCII0/Ib30BaTh CBET, TaK KakK 3TO MOTIJIO BhIATh €r0 MojoKeHue. [103ToMy OH XKpaajl Clenylolen
MOJITHHHM, HaXOOsCh of AericTBrueM beckoHeuHOM Coep:KaHHOCTH.

OuepenHas BCIIHIINIKA BEICBETHIIA HEOOJIBIIYIO0 TPOIMHKY, BeIYIIYI0 BOalb. AHTOp OBICTPO 3amucan
YBUIEHHOE B IIaMSTh U MEIJIEHHO IIOIIEI II0 TPOIHUHKE,

Brnarogaps BCIIBIIIKAM MOJHUYN OH YBHOEJ BOKPYT ce0sl THUITYIO0 TPABY U KAMeHHbIe 00JIOMKH.
[To6nu3ocTH He OBII0 HUKAKUX UCKYCCTBEHHBIX COOPYKEHUM, KpoMe HeOO0IbIIoN TPOITUHKH,
CO3[IaHHOM MHOXKECTBOM JIIOfiel, UAYIIUX 110 OMHOMY U TOMY K€ MapuIpyTy.

MrHoOBeHHUE CIIYCTA OH BOPYT ITOYYBCTBOBAJI 3allaX KPOBU U yCIIBIIIAII JKEHCKUM IIIad.
[Inay 3By4all u3daJjieKa, HO OH €eIll€ OOJIT0 CTOSAJI Y HETO B YyIlaX.

BmecTo Toro 4ToOB HaBIeYh Ha ce0sT HeIPUATHOCTH, IIPOBEPSIsS HCTOYHUK 3BYKa, AHTOD MPOmOIKaIl
UATH TI0 TponuHKe. Ho TyT OH MOHSJ, YTO IJTa4 CTAHOBUTCS BCe TPOMYE, U OH CJIBIIIEH CO BCEX
CTOPOH, KaK Oy[TO B JIeCy I1a4yyT OeCUKrCIeHHbIe XKEeHIIUHE.

Korga cBepkHYysa ouepenHast MOJIHUS, AHTOp YBU[eJI, KaK OffHa oOHaKeHHas XKeHIIUHA IJIaYeT,
maps B BO3[yXe.

Ee nuiio 6BITI0 3aKPEITO PyKaMH, HO KOTIa AHTOp ITOCMOTPEN Ha Hee, OHa OBICTPO YTO-TO
TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA U IIOMHSIIA TOJIOBY.

9T0 6b110 O1emHOE, Geloe N0, YKpalleHHOE BEITSHYTHIMU KJIBIKAMU U ITyCTHIMU T'JIa3HUI[AMHU.

Korpga oHa ornsmesnacs BOKDYT, U3 €€ TeJla BRIPBAJIACh CUJIbHASA SHEPIus HETOOOBAHUSA, KOTOPAA
IIOYTU MaTepPHaJIn30BajiaCk B BO3OyXe.

"Hexutb?" AHTOp BHUMATEJIBHO OCMOTPEN CYIIECTBO.

Hexwuts OblTa co3maHa mapmen gyioi. OObYHBIE TYLIXH CO3aBaIiCh U3 YUCTON SHEPTHUH, Ha
KOTOPYIO He JefCTBOBAIN CPEOCTBA IIPOTHUB HEXUTH. [IyIIIN HEXKUTHU, OMHAKO, OOBIYHO ObLITH
HAIOJTHEHE! OTPUIATEILHEIMU SMOLIMSIME U CHJION. VX BCe CUMTAIN 37IBIMU U I'PSI3HBIMH.

XKeHckas OyIlla He BHUEJIa CKBO3b 66CKOH€‘-IHYIO COEePXKaHHOCTh AHropa. Huuero ue IIO49YYBCTBOBAB,
OHa Me[JIEHHO 3aKphIJIa JIMIO U CHOBA 3dphidadlia.

AHrOp npopmoKain uaTH. Kaxmast BCIBIIKA MOJHUY BEICBEUMBAJA B €r0 II0Jie 3PeHKs] HECKOIBKO IYIII
HexkuTH. ONHAXKIBL OH YBH/E/ COTHIO JXEHCKHX MYII, COOPABIINXCS BMECTE Ha BEPIIMHE OTPOMHOTO
mepesa.

Bce onu nnmakanu. I'omnsle.

Aurop sciomuun [Tonmuny Oy Hecca, roe Bce gyimu Toxe Oblmu 00HaXKeHHI. Pa3Huila Oblyia TUIND B
ToM, 4TO Hecc mepxkar B cBoelt MONMHE MyKYHKH, @ 3[1eCh ObITA TOIBKO KEHIIUHEI.

W ux OBITO TaK MHOTO. AHTOP Hayall 3afaBaThCsl BOIPOCOM, KaKasi KaTaCcTpoda IMOPOAKIa CTOIBKO
JKEHCKHUX OYII, POXKICHHBIX U3 YNCTOH HEHABUCTH.

XOJIOTHBIN BO30yX BHE3AIIHO BOPBAJICA B €I'0 TEJIO.



AHTOD BHUMATEJBHO OTJISIMIEINICS ¥ YBUOEN IIPOCBET CPENY IEPEBhEB, UePe3 KOTOPHIN OH YBUE e1Ile
OosblIle TEMHBIX Ty4 U 3Mei MOJTHUI, KOTOPhIEe HEYCTaHHO aTaKOBaJii OKPYyKarlee MPOCTPaHCTRBO.

On nopoen OnuKe ¥ 3aMeTHJI, YTO CTOMT Ha BepPIINHE CKaJIbl.

9To0 Obiyla He TOpHast BepurHa. CKOpee, OH HaXOAWIICS B IIEHTPE CKJIOHA. TpoIla mpuBeja ero K
M37I0MY MaplIpyTa.

3JIGCB AH]"Op MOT HUCIIOJIb30BATh KOPOTKHKE BCIIBIIIKH, YTOOKI OCMOTPETh OKPECTHOCTH.

[To6nu30cTy OBITH elle TOPHL. [IpUMEPHO B KMJIIOMETPE OT HETO BO3BHIIIAIACh CKajla CTPAHHOM
(bopMBI, CIyKUBIIas OCHOBaHUEM elile 6oee CTPAHHOTO 3aMKa.

Bokpyr 3aMKka 0vUIO0 elre 60JIbIlle MOTHUM, KOTOPEE IepUOANYECKY BEICBeUUBAIM NTOJI3YIIKE JIAHE U
JKYTKHE YKpaUIeHUs BOKPYT 3JaHUsI. OTO 3PeIMile Cpa3y HallOMHUIIO AHTOPY APEBHHUE 3aMKH
TIOBEJIUTEJIel BaMIIUPOB, 0 KOTOPHIX OH YMUTaJl B pacckasax. OT 0gHOro B3Tjsiga Ha HEro OH
YyBCTBOBAJ ce0s MOJaB/IEHHBIM U HallyTaHHBIM.

Ho aTo 651710 €IJUHCTBEHHOE 3[IaHUE B II0JI€ 3PEHU. WHCTUHKT nMOoACKa3bIBall eMy, 4TO TeMHBIN 3aMOK
HaXOOUTCA UMEHHO TaM.

Y Hero He ObIJIO APYTOro BEIOODA.

OH 0CMOTpEeJICS ¥ Hales fABa nyTd. OOWH U3 HUX - UATH BOOJb CKAJIBl, YTO B KOHEYHOM UTOTE
IpuBeso Ovl eTo K 3aMKy. Ho fiy1st 9TOro eMy mpuIuiock 65 CHOBa IIPOMTH Yepe3 Jiec, a 3HAYUT,
0Ka3aThCs PSIIOM C MIAYYIIUMHU KEHITHHAMH.

Ipyro# MapIIpyT BEITMIsSAEN Kopode. ITpsmo moxm o0pbiBOM Oblla TPOIIMHKA, BeAyInas K 3aMKY, HO
3TOT IIyTh IPOXOAKII Yepe3 KIafouile y MomHoxKus 00pbiBa. C MecTa AHTOP MOT BUIETh
pasbpocaHHble HAATPOObs U MJIABAIOIINE B HUX BOJIU.

Yepes Knapbuille y1exkan MpsMoii myTh K TEMHOMY 3aMKYy.

,]:[OJ'I}KGH JIX OH BbIGpaTB JIHPIHHBIfI IIyTh, HpOIZ,]IH qepes Jiec, OJIep}KI/IMbel HEXXUThIO, UJIX UCCIIeJOBATh
MOTHIIBI, 4BHO CBA3aHHEIE CO CMepTBIO?

OH Komnebancs Hefonro. AHTOp CTPEMUTENBHO CIPHITHYI C 00pHIBa.
[TockonbKy 00a IyTH BHITJISENN Y2KacHO, OH MOT OBl BRIOpaTh 00jiee KOPOTKUIA.

[Toka OH mafia, B ero rjia3ax Bce siCHee BRIPHCOBLIBAIOCH GecropsimouHoe Kinagouiie. Bombioe
KOJIMYEeCTBO HaArpoOuii ObIJIO CTOMaHO, @ HEKOTOPEIe I'POOHI laXkKe ITOKOUIIUCH Hafl TOBEPXHOCTHIO 6e3
IOIXKHOTO0 ITOTpebenus.

C He6ompLUIMM TOPHALO AHTOP 61ar0MOTyYHO ITPU3EMITUIICS.
OH npusemnuics Hefganeko OT BOPOT Knagbuiia. Ero myTh mperpaxiai JIWIIbL OTPOMHBIN KpaTep.

Kak TOnbKO ero HOTH KOCHYJIUCEh 3€MJIH, Pa3daIiCh 0eCKOHEYHEIE CTOHHI KPHKH, COIIPOBOZKOaE€MEIE
IIapaMu GHGHHHX PYK U IyXaMU HEXKHWBLIX KEHIITHUH.

AHTOp CcIleTKa MOAIPHITHYI U OBICTPO OTOIIEI OT CBOEM IO3UIIUH.



HexwuBkle cyliecTBa He MOTJIM BUIETh CKBO3b ero beckoHeuHyo Coep:KaHHOCTb, HO OHU BCE PaBHO
IIOYYBCTBOBAJIM €0 OBUXKEHUe Mpu npuleMaeHun. OH OoJKeH OblT yOeIUThCS, YTO HUKTO He
obOpatui Ha Hero BHUMaHus. MHave 3pPeKkT HeBUAUMOCTH CTaHET OeCII0Ie3HBIM.

CroenaB HECKOJIBKO IIPBI2KKOB U IIEPEKATOB, OH CIIPATAJICA 3d OTKPBITHIM 1"p06OM.
3al"JIHHy'B 3a yroJi, OH YBUEJI, YTO BCAd HEXUTh KUIIUT B ITIONCKaAX YeJI0BeUECKOH IIJIOTH.

Ero Ouurnaroiree 1oje He MTO3BOIKUIIO €My OCTaBUTh IOCye cebs HUKAKOro 3amaxa. Huuero He Haums,
TBApP¥ Pa304YapOBaHHO YIIOI37TH 0OPATHO B CBOM MOTHIIHL.

XoTs AHTOp CHOBa Hayal 3afiaBaThCs BOIIPOCOM.
[ToueMmy TOIBKO XKEHCKUE OyIIN?
Y 3auem uM nmoHagoOUIOCh yCTpauBaTh KIaAOuile Ha MyTh K TeMHOMY 3aMKy?

HexuBble cylecTBa He OB CUIIBHBIMU, HO AHTOPY OBIJIO OBl TPYIHO CIIPABUTHCS C HUMU 6e3
IIPABUJIBHOTO ITOAX0/A.

Haxe BomeOHNKY U30erany OKPYyKeHUs HeXKUTH.
AHTOD I0XKaJesl, 4T0 Y Hero [0 CUX IIOP HeT peBOoJIbBepa, KOTOPHIY OH crenan ans [Ipome, - opyxus,

3a4apoBaHHOrO Ha IIpemonuio K JIMKBUOAMH. DTO OPYKUE TIOMOTJIO OBl eMy GEICTDPO U JIETKO
130aBUTHCS OT ITUX TYIIL.

OH cmenan iBa peBoibBepa, oouH s [Ipome u opun gjisi Bute. Y Hero He GBIII0 BO3MOXKHOCTU
cmenaTh cebe ellle ONKH, KOTMla ero BeI3BaJl MHIUAEHT B [TonyHouHOM CyBepeHe, KOTOPHIN 3aTeM
nmpuBen ero B Mup Oei.

W y Hero coBepIeHHO He OblI0 ¢ c0O0M HOCTAaTOYHO MAaTePUasioB, YTOOL 3aHUMATHCS 3[ECh
ANXUMHUEH.

Y6enuBIIKCh, YTO BCE OYILIN HEXKUTH BEPHYIUCH B CBOU SIMBI, AHTOP THUXO BCTAJl.

BmecTo TOro uTOOH HAalPaBUTHLCS K KpaTepy, ero BHUMaHKe IIPUBJIEK OTKPHITHIN I'pob mepeq HUM.
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