JIupus IpomoKaja yroBapuBaTh U IPUCTABATh, HAesCh JOOUTHCS OT AHrOpa 4ero-Hudymb, HO
AHTOp 0CTaBaJICs COBEPIIEHHO Oe3yJaCTHRIM.

Korpa JIugus ctana HaCTOMBKO HETEPIIENIMBOM, YTO TOTOBa Oblla MPUMEHUTD CUITY, U3 KapMaHa
BHE3AITHO Pa3fasiCcs APYrol xKeHCKuM ronoc. "XsaTuT, JIugusi. Mbl CKprIBaeM 9TO OT Te0S 110
yBaXKUTEIbHOU NpuunHe. ECiiy T IeMCTBUTENIBHO X0Yelllb 3HaTh, IpUcoequHsaucs K [lemepe Bpyrta
JIUYHO, U 51 caMa Tebe Bce paccKaxy".

910 OBLn TONOC Jlegu Muppop.

Beprysmucs Bo [IBoper [1yxos [lepeBbeB, CaHaepc CKa3aa UM, YTO pellleHueM HbIHEILIHero KpU3uca
sBNIsIeTCS OTIpaBKa AHropa B CymepeuHsldd Konogerr.

OH Tak U He cka3aJ, 3aueM. [lyx [lepeBa u Jlegu 3epKao, Ka3ajoch, JOraAblBaIuCh, HO HUYEro He
ckaszanu. OHU UMb I0YeMY-TO 6pOCHIN Ha AHTOpa HECKOJIBKO MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHEIX B3TJISIOB.

Hu Tree Spirit, Hu Lady Mirror He Mornu erko NoKuHyTh nemepy Brute, mostomy Jlugusa
Ipeqnsioxuia npoBoauTh AHropa K Midnight Sovereign. B To e Bpems, Tree Spirit octaBumi CBs3b,
TakK Kak y Hero "OBIJI0 CJIMIIIKOM MHOT'O 3HEepTruu".

"JlagHo, pa3 Jlegu 3epkaso Tak ckasaja', - XMbIKHYJIa JIUgusd ¥ 3aKphljia poT.

[lonroe MrHOBeHUE POILIO B TULIMHE. AHTOP MOT CJIBIIIAThL TOJIBKO 3BYK JIETAIIEN SIIEPULIEL,
IIPOH3AI0IIEN BETED.

[TpuMepHO Yepe3 Yac siepuIia OCTaHOBUJIACh B BO3TYXE.

[To komaHpe JIuguy CyLUeCcTBO CIIYCTUIOCh BHU3, B IMY, ITOX0XKYI0 Ha MPONacTh. [JOCTUTHYB JHA,
JInpust yKa3asna Ha HeGobiIyio m1aThopMmy cOOKY.

"M&I 3m€ech. ATO caMbIil YOOOHBIH MyTh B TOA3eMHBIM MUp. BomnmeOHUKY 0OBIYHO TPOXOOAT 30ECh".
OHa ocTaBuIa AlLepUIly CHAPYXKU U IT0Bejia AHropa B IIPOXOZ,.

Anrop 6b1 3ech BrepBrie. OH OCTOPOXKHO CliefloBan 3a JIuguel B TeYeHUE MSATH MUHYT, IPEXK/E YeM
OHUY IOOCTHUTIM TTOA3€MHOI0 Mupa, rae obutan [TomyHouHbIM Bragbika.

Io ropofa ocTaBasoCh elrle HeCKOJIbKO KMIOMeTpoB. OgHAKO OHU yKe MOTJIM BUNETh BOAIU I'YCTON
TYMaH, OKyTaBIIUN 3TO MECTO.

OHu TakxXkKe MOTJTIM BUOETh HESICHBIE CTPOEHHUS 3a TYMaHHBIM OaphepOM.
"CTpaHHO. 9TO OnpefeIeHHO HEECTECTBEHHO.

" PsifoM ¢ HUMH BHe3aIlHO IOsiBUJICS 0OHaxKeHHBIM 06pa3 [lyxa [JepeBa U COIIPOBOK/IAI X Ha MyTH K
[TonyrouHoMy Brapeike.

"Ilo crioBaM Tenukxy, aHOMaJIMs Hadaslach, KaK TOJIBKO ITOSBUJICA TyMaH. [lyMalo, mapasuT IpA4eTcs
TaM", - cKa3aJja JIugus.

"Kak KaJb, 4TO g He MOTY caMa Tyfa OTIPaBUTLCS... UJIA IPOBEPUTH, UTO OBl 3TO HU OBITIO".

Aurop momnyar, noka Jiugus u [Jyx epeBa pa3roBapuBaiu. CepoBaTo-0ebiii TyMaH Ha BUM He
CHUJIBHO OTJIMYaJICS OT OOBIYHOTO, HO... AHTOp ITOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO OT HETO UCXOOUT YTO-TO 3HAKOMOE.



OH porapgascs, 4TO 3TO TOT CaMBI TyMaH, KOTOPBIM HAKPHLI €r0 CaMOoro, KOrga OH OTKPHIJI
KOILLIMapHBLIHA IPOXOL.

W TyT XKe MO4yBCTBOBAJI FOJIOBHYIO GOJIb.

B03M0XKHO, BCe 9TO KaK-TO CBS3aHO C KOIIIMAapPHBEIM IIPOXOIOM, KOTOPBIM OH CIIy4aiHO CO3all.
CaHpepc 3TOro He TOBOPHII, HO AHTOp BCE PaBHO HEPBHUYAJL.

Bce 3akoHYMIIOCH OB HHAYE, eCIk OB Cy'MepKI/I He IIBITAaJINCh €T0 Y6I/ITB, HO AHl"Op CUYHUTAaJI, 4TO OH
BC€ PAaBHO OOJI2KEH B34ATh Ha ce0st 4aCTh BUHHI.

Emy 651710 kanb 6ecuucieHHbIX KuTene [TonyHouroro I'ocyapsi ¥ HEBUHHBIX BOJIIIIEOHUKOB U
y4eHUKOB B Cymepeunom Kosnogiie.

U BCe e OH HU 0 4eM He KaJejl - OH CAesnal 3To, YTOOBI BHIKUTE.

Korpga on TI0JIy49all HaCTAaBJIIEHUSA OT II>K0Ha, TO Y3Hall, 94TO BC€, YTO OealT JII0OH, OKa3aBIIKNCh B
OIMIaCHOCTH, IPOUCXOOUT N3 MHCTHUHKTA. KpOMe TOT'O0, OH U IIPEOCTAaBUTh cebe He Mor, 4To, IIPUHSAB 3TO
pelienue, HaBjiedeT Ha cebs1 CTOJIb CePhbE3HEIE ITIOCIIEeNCTBUA.

Mopaib MOXeT YIY4IIUTh YeJI0BeYecKoe 00IIeCTBO U MPUBECTH K JIyYIlel XKU3HU, HO OHa He Obla
YeJI0BeYEeCKMM MHCTUHKTOM. B ompeneneHHBIX CUTyaldsIX MOPajIb OTPAaHNYHBAJIa IIOTeHITHATT
yenoBeka. OHa Takxke OblJla MHCTPYMEHTOM, UCIIOIb3YEeMBIM ITPABUTEIISIMU IJIST COEPKUBAHUS CBOUX
IIOAJAaHHEIX.

Aurop OBIT paf, 4TO y3HAJ 0 MOpaju. B To ke BpeMs OH He cTasl OBl yIOBIETBOPSTH MOPAJIb,
OTKa3aBIIUCh OT COOCTBEHHOM KU3HU. HU OH, HU [I2KOH He COYIH ObI 3TO IMPaBUILHEIM BEIOOPOM.

[Tpoiis OKOJIO IecsSTH MUHYT, OHU IIPUIIUIK K HeOoIbIIoH ¢pepMe 3a mpeaeniamu [10TyHOYHOTO
CysepeHa.

®epma OvIzIa B XOPOIIEM COCTOSIHUH, HO ee BiIajesiel] y2Ke yMep OT CaMOyOHMCTRa.

Crapuk, ofleThIll B pBaHBIM CepHIM XajaT, ObLI TOJIBEIIEH 3a BepeBKY Ha 6aJsike KpHIIIY, a HeJaneKo OT
€ro HOT CTOSITI CTYII.

"OH ymep HefaBHO... ¥, CyOd II0 OfieXMe, ero He KOHTPOJIUPOBanu", - cka3asa JIugus, ocMmaTpuBas
MepTBeLla ¥ pasMBILIIAs. "OTO COBEPIIEHHO HOPMAaJIbHO, IIOCKOJIBKY 39TO MECTO ellle He 3aTPOHYTO
TyMaHOM. M OH BCe paBHO PeILIXJI yMepeTh... TaKas XpyIKas ICUXUKa, TUINYHLIE CMEPTHEHIE".

JIugus mo3Bana AHTOpa UATH OallbIie.
AHTOp HEMHOTO ITOCMOTPEN Ha (GepMy U yIIe.

He ycnenu oHU CTyIUTh B 30HY TyMaHa, KaK AHTOp YCJIbIIIal 3HaKOMBIN XPHUTIIBINA T'0JI0C,
NOHOCHUBIIUMCS [0 €ro yIIeHu.

"3axomu omuH, AHTOp".

Canpepc ucnomnb3oBan "[lanekuit 3ByK", 4TOOH OTIIPABUTh €My COOOIIEeHNE, TaK KaK OHU yXKe
Haxopunuck BHyTpH [lonynounoro Brnageiku. "YTto kacaercs JIoToca... TH fOJIXKEH XKOaTh 3a
npepenaMmu ropoga. He Bxogute B TyMaH".

o4yeMy: OM JIIOOH B JIOBYILIKE BHYTPH, A OOJIZKHA IIOMOYb UM , - CKa3ajla J1uaus. UHa BBITJIsAelIa
IIH y'p M y y 1] J'I O



pa3opakeHHO.

"Kak BonieOHUK, He 3HAIOIIUY UCTUHEI, THl He CMOXKEIh IIPOTHBOCTOSTh Tapa3uTy. KoHe4Ho, 5 He
cTaHy TeOs OCTaHABNIMUBaTh, €CJIM ThHl HaCTauBaellb", - ckadajl CaHepC CBOUM OOBIYHBIM
0e39MOLMOHATIBHEIM TOHOM.

V3o0paxeHnue Jlemu 3epKao nosIBUIIOCEH PSAXOM ¢ u3obpaxeHueM [lyxa [lepeBa. "CaHpepc mpas,
Jlupgusd. Thl yXe Bumena, 4To, KpoMe [leBunmapa, BCe U3 TpeX KJIAHOB ITanu. BriojHe BEPOSTHO, YTO THL
OKaXelIllbCd B TOM Xe MeCTe, eCJIi IIOMelIb Tyaa".

JIupust HeMOBOJIBHO ITOYecasia BOJIOCHL. "f1 IMpHIIa ciofia He TOJIBKO [JIT TOT0, YTOOBI COIPOBOXKAATh
pebeHKa. Y MeHsT JoTroBOp ¢ KiaHoM Moa. Eciu oHu OyIyT CTEPTEI C JIKUIIA 3eMJIH, 5 IIOTEPILT0
oOpaTHHIM yOoap o CBOeMy OOT0BOpY".

"MarneHbKuM ciyra psaaom ¢ ['yooMm - moa, BepHO?" cripocuria jgefgu Muppop, HakJIoHUB royosy. "[loka

OH XuB, Moa He OyyT CYUTATHCS "YHUUTOKEHHBIMU"".

JIugus mokadana roiaoBou. "OH He CUUTAeTCd. B 3TOM MajlburKe KPOBb MOACOB, @ B MOEM KOHTPAKTE
YeTKO CKa3aHO, YTO OH YMCTOKPOBHBINA Moa".

HuxkTo Gombllie He MpoTecToBal. Kak oHa ¥ cKa3asa, 0CTaThCs CHAPYXKH, BEPOSTHO, 03HAYAII0
IIOJIyYUTh PaHeHue OT 00pPaTHOTO OTHS KOHTPaKTa. B 3ToM He OblI0 HUYEro cMepTenbHOro. Ho mms
BOJIIIEOHMKOB "CMepPTeNNbHO" He Bcerga OBII0 XyALIUM ITOCTIENCTBHUEM.

"Muctep CaHpepc, a AHTop He IIOCTpafaeT, eCclii BOMAET TyAa?" BHE3alHO crpocuna Jinaus.

Jlegu 3epkano u [Iyx [lepeBa Toxe 3afarch 3TUM BompocoM. CaHaepc cKa3ajl, 4YTo AHTOp OB UX
"pereHueM", HO TOCIIOOUH TaK U He CKa3aJl, moueMy. KpoMe Toro, oH cka3as 3To Tak, OyaTo AHTOp
6e3 mpobyieM mpUOeT ciofa. Tenepb OHU XOTENH 3HATh, TIOYEMY IIPOCTOM YUEHHUK IIEPBOT0 YPOBHS
MOXKET OCTaBaThCsS B 0€30IaCHOCTH BHYTPHU TyMaHa.

AHTOp TOXe XOTeJl 3HaTh 00 3TOM.

Ho Bompoc 6binT BcTpedyeH MondaHueM. Ciyctst gonroe BpeMst CaHpiepc, HaKOHEI], la/l UM KpaTKUM
OTBET.

"HeT, HEe cMoxkeT".

OHM X0Tenu y3HaTh MpUYMHY 3Toro. Ho mockonbky CaHpmepc He cKa3aJjl, OHM He CTaJId HaCcTauBaTh Ha
orBeTe. CaHfiepc, BEPOSITHO, HUKOTTA He YIOBIETBOPUT MX JIIOOOMBITCTBO.

JIupust HEMHOTO TIoyMaJa, Tpexae YeM cKa3aTh AHTopy: "Y MeHs ecTh [ys Te0s 3amanue. [lomoru
MHe BBIBeCTU 0TTyAa Moa. Tonsko ogun".

Anrop nocMmoTtpern Ha JIuguio, 3aTeM Ha [lyxa [lepesa u Jlegu 3epkasno. OH CTJIOTHYJI U IIOIBITAICS
COTIPOTHBIIATLCS IOJABISAIONIEN aype MOTYIIIECTBEHHOM BOJIIIIEOHUITHL.

"A... Y10 5 nmony4y B3aMeH?"

Jlupgus 3m0pagHo NpuIypuia rinasa. "Tel Tpocuilb y MeHs neHy? [lIoHaTHO. HeynuBUTENbHO, YTO THI
yuyenuna CaHpgepca. Tol IEPBEIY YYEHUK II€PBOTO YPOBHS, KOTOPHIM OCMEJIUIICSI TOPrOBaThCSA CO
MHOK".



JIugust HaMepeHHO II0Ka3ajla CBOIO aypy, ¥ AHTOP UyTh He VIIajl Ha KOJIeHHU II0]] CUJILHEIM [JaBIIEHUEM.
Jlemu 3epkano u [lyx [lepeBa JIuIIb C UHTEPECOM HabJTI0OHAIN CO CTOPOHE, He COOMPasiCh
BMEIITMBATHCS.

AHTOpD TaK CUJIbHO 3aKyCHJI TYOBI, YTO BRICTYIIMIIA KATI/Isi KPOBH.
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poro", - cka3asna Jlupus, youpas cBo aypy. "UTO Thl XOYEIIb OTYYUTh?

AHTOp CUITBHO 3anbixancsg. On OyMalJl IIOIIPOCUTDH 0e3rma3oro 4eyoBeKa, HO 0TKA3asICs OT 3TOM MBICITH
- OH IIepeolmeHn]I CBOE€ MECTO.

OH MoT IPOCUTH 0 TOJ0OHOM TOJIBKO IIpu yciaoBu, uTo Jlegu 3epkano u [Iyx [lepeBa IOMOTYT eMy.
Cypms 110 ToMy, 4TO OH BU[eJI, HUKTO He CYUTa ero HyKHEIM ITIOMOIIHUKOM, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO
[TonyHO4YHEIN Bragbika HAXOOUJICS B TAKEJIOM II0JIOXKEHUH.

BoT uTo 3HAUMT OBITH ClTabaKOM.

"9] OBI XOTEJI... XaX... Xax", - CKa3aJI OH C XOJIOMHEIM IIOTOM Ha JIUIIe.

"f xou4y, yT0OHI NTemu JIoTOC ImpefocTaBuia MHe "NMUYHBIN IIaHC"..."

JInpus MOYTH OBUHYJACk, YTOOH AaTh AHTOPY IOIIEYHHY.

Kak cMeeT 3T0 HEBEXKECTBEHHOE OTPOObE XKaKaaThb MOETro Tea?

Jlegu 3epkano u [Iyx [lepeBa Tak:xke 00MEHSIIMCh YIUBIEHHBIMY B3TJISIHAaMU Ha CMEJIbIH Iar AHTopa.

"... Xa... Hagetocs, BHI aiuTe MHe IIAHC KyIUTh 6e3r1a30ro”, - ckaszan AHrop. OH HaKOHEI-TO
3aKOHYUII CBOE IIPEfJIOKEeHNUe.

Bce octanuch 6€3MOIBHEIMHE.

Jlupus He yOuna AHropa yxe IOTOMY, YTO ITapa XOJOOHBIX B3TJISINOB clefusa 3a Hell. M To, 4To
AHTOD TONBKO YTO CKa3aj, YOemuso ee, UTO THEB OB HE HYXKEH.

"Besrnaseil yenoBek?? [ToHSATHO... Bbl ycTpounu Bce 3TH Gayiaransl Ha G0NIBIIOM ayKIMOHE TOIBKO
pagu Hero, BepHO?" JIupust o6oyMara 3To, IpexXe YeM cKal3aTh: "Xopoino. Eciu Te mpuHecels MHe
MOa XKUBEIM, 51 1aM Te0Oe YeCTHBHIN IIaHC KYIUTh ero. YTo KacaeTcs LeHHL... 3 MUJIJTMOHA KPUCTAJIIOB.
Ecnu TBI CMOXKeITb 3alJIaTUTh OeHbI'H, s 0THaM TeOe 6e3ria30ro 4ejaoBeKa B LIEJIOCTH U
COXpaHHOCTH".

Tpu MUNITHOHA Marn4ecKuxX KPUCTAJINIOB. B mecsiTh pa3 Oosibllle 0KOHYATEIbHOM 1IeHH 3a paba!

axe BomIIeOHUKY He CMOTIIH OBl JIETKO coOpaTh Takyio cyMMmy. [laxe MONOBUHY. A JIuous mpocTo
npencTaBuia AHIOpy TaKylo LeHy.

Anrop 6e3 pasgymuit KuBHyJ. "Xopoio. A cormacen!"
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