IepeBo BeuHoCTH GBINIO TIEPBHIM, KTO J€HCTBUTEIBHO TOCTPAHal OT TEMHOTO 06j1aKa, TOCKOIBKY
0071aK0 y2Ke 0XBATHUIIO HEKOTOPhIe U3 €T0 HUKHUX BETBEH.

Ha rurautckom nucte 3a npepenamu [Bopua [Iyxa Iepesa [Iyx llepeBa 3aKOHYUII IPUHUMATD
COJIHEUHBIe BaHHEL U 13-3a BHE3allHOU aHOMaJIuU CHSJI CBOU COJIHIe3alluTHEIEe 0YKU. [IpUKphIBas
CBOI0 MHTUMHYIO YaCTh JIUIIb KYCOUYKOM JIMCTA, OH IIOCMOTPEJI BHU3 Ha TEMHOE 00J1aKO0 IO HUM.

B ero rimasax 6J'IeCHYJ'II/I 3aKJIMHAHWA, X OH CPA3Yy Ke 3aPeTruCTprupoOBal ABOP B LIEHTPE obnacrty, a
TaKXKe 4YeJIOBEKa BHYTPHU OBOPA.

"Xa. 9to Th1, Masbim". OH U300pa3usl youBIEHHOE BEIPaKeHMe TN, YTO ObIJI0O PEJKOCTHIO [
TAKOTO 4YeJloBeKa, Kak oH. "[lali-ka momyMarts... OH elrle u rofa He npoOwin B [lemepe bpyTa, a yxe
CTaJl aJIXUMUKOM CpefHero ypoBHa? boxe moii. Kakoy 10HBIN FeHUH.

"KOHeYHO, MBI JOIKHEL Pa3fesIuTh TaKOE BECEJIbe C OPYTUMU..."

OH mocTarn CBoii epefaTuuK U cBg3ancs ¢ CaHgepcoM, HO 06HapyKuJ, YTO TOTO B TaHHEIA MOMEHT
HeT B neiepe bpyTa.

Iyx [lepeBa 3agymasicsi Ha MTHOBEHUE U NOCTAJl KJIEHOBBIU JIUCT, KOTOPBIYA CUsLJI 3€JIEeHOU aypou.
JIuCT Ha MTHOBEHME 3aKPYXKUJICA B BO31yXe, Iocie dero [lyx [lepeBa KUBHYI. "Thl OTIIPABUIICA B
Cymepeunsii Konogen?"

CaHnpepc cupen B 3ane B rinyouHe CymepeuHoro AykuuoHHoOro JoMma.

KpacHrle mTophl 3aKPhIBAJIK 3aJT CO BCeX CTOPOH. CaHOepc cufell Ha TJIaBHOM MeCTe 3a MJIMHHBIM
CTOJIOM [IJIsT coBeraHui. ITo 00e CTOPOHH CTOJIa CHIEIHN BOIIIEOHUKY - OKOJIO IBAIIaTH
BOJIIIEOHMKOB U3 TPEX KJIaHOB, CTOAIMUX 3a CymepeuHbM Komoniem.

"AyKITMOH OTJIOKEH Ha [IBa [HS. MHOrMe MPOoMaBIlkl He MOTJIU O0Jbllle XKOaTh ¥ 3a6paii CBOM TOBAPHI.
9TO0 HaHecCI0 HaM ¥ (MHAHCOBHIE IIOTEPH, U IUCKPEeUTAIXI0. f Mpu3kBalo Bac K OTBETCTBEHHOCTH!"
CyMepKu TOBOPUJIA TPOMKO ¥ YETKO, TS Ha Bcex BomeOHUKOB. Becex, kpome CaHpepca.

"4 cornacHa!" Begpma u3 3axBateiBarouiero Apomara, Karypa, nognepxasna CyMepKy, IOTOMY 4TO ee
noxpyra, [Ipunnecca-Jles, noru6ia B 3TOM HHIUOEHTE.

OcTanbHBIE BONMIIIEOHUKY HUYEro He ckalanu. OHu cMoTpenu Ha CaHaepca U Xaajlu MHEHUS
TOCIIOSUHA.

CnenyiomuM BEICTYIIUII TJIaBa KjlaHa fdHTapHOTo [IpakoHoKphiia 'anHuOan bakka.

Y MyK4uHBE MeXknay OpoBeil MUTan CTPAHHOTO BUfa TOTeM. "Pa3Be MBI He [IOIXKHH CHle/iaTh YTO-TO,
4yTOOBI ©30aBUTHCS OT IMPOOIEMEI cCeMYac... Ipexkye YeM IepexoauTh K 4eMy-To Apyromy? Thl Bce
BpeMs IIpOCu 00 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH U BCe Takoe. Heyxkenu 3To BaKHee, YeM pellleHue CUTyanuun?"

CyMepKH BCTany ¥ mocMoTpenu ['agruGany B riasa. "Aypa HMoHka ncdesna. 9To BTOPOil BOMMEGHHUK,
KOTOPOT'O MBI ITIOTEPSINIA Ha 3TOT pa3. Thl HE BOJHYEIILCS, IOTOMY UYTO HE ITOTEPSJT HUKOT0 U3 CBOUX".

F'anHubGan CHOBa 3aTOBOPHUJI CBOMM CIIOKOMHBIM TOHOM: "Mcue3HOBeHUE He 03Ha4YaeT CMepTh. MoXKeT
OBITh, OH cOexXKall B Tpoxom".

"XBatut!" [JeBungap IpoH3UI 3aJl CBOeH aypou. "Cenyac He BpeMsl KpUudaTh ApYyT Ha gpyra. Mucrep



Fannunban npaB, HaM HYKHO pellleHNe IpsMo ceigac”.

Iesunmap nocmoTpen Ha Canpepca. OHU IPUTTIACUIIA 9TOTO TOCIOAWHA Clofla, YTOOH M30aBUTHCS OT
BCET0, YTO HaXOAUJIOCh BHYTPU ayKIMOHHOTO 3aJa.

CaHpepc 3aroBOPHJI CBOUM CIIOKOMHBEIM TOHOM: "{ mpoBepui. BHyTpu 3asa ecTb ocoboe
9HepreTUyeckoe 1oJje, ¥ OHO He U3 MUpa BonmeOHUKOB. CaMa 10 ce0e 3Heprus - 3T0 BCEro JIMIIb
SHEpPrus BONIIEeOHUKOB BTOPOT'O YPOBHS, HO TOT, KTO €€ BHIIYCTUJI, KaK MUHUMYM JIeT€HOapHBIN".

YcipimaB C10BO "mereHmapHeIi", OCTalbHEIE BONIIEOHUKH 00MEHSIIMCh KCIYTaHHBIMU B3TJISIaMHU.

"Ecnu crofia CIlyCTUJIOCH JIeTeHapHoe CYILIeCTBO, BEl JOJIKHEI OBITh O11arofapHE eMy 3a TO, 9YTO OHO
He Hayaso KpoBaByo OaHi0 caMo 1o cebe. UTo KacaeTcs TeX, KTO Oorub... OHU CaMU BHIPHLIK cebe
Morunel", - ckasan Canpepc, HacMeluIuBo Iand Ha CyMepKu. "A 0TBETCTBEHHOCTL? ThHI X0u4ellsb
CKa3aTb, YTO MO yUEHUK, [TI0IMacTePhe IIEPBOT0 YPOBHS, KOTOPLIHM BCEro Nojroaa Ha3ap ObL
CMEPTHHIM, BEI3BaJI JIeTeHAapHOe CYIeCTBO BHYTPU CyMepeyHOoro ayKIIMOHHOT0 JoMa U IIpUKa3all
eMmy y6uTh JIbBUHYIO IIpuHIeccy 1 Monka? [Tpasma?"

CaHpiepc orisifesicsi BOKPYT, U BCe, KTO BCTpeyYaJl ero B3I/, OTBOAMIM I'Mla3a. [axe [leBunmap
3aKpBIT TJIa3a.

"XoT4 4 ellle He YBEPEH, UTO 9TO jlereHaa... CorjmacHo nepepade, OTIPaBlIeHHOU NoukoM nepen
MCYe3HOBEHUEM, OH BUOET JIUCY, IATYIIKY ¥ KapTOUKy C n300pakeHueM KJloyHa. 1 3Haio UX, U OHU
He SBJISI0TCS JIeTeHAapHLIMU MOHCTpaMu'".

OHU pa3BepHYU SHEPreTUYECKOe I0JIe, UCIIONb3Ys CUITY, KOTOPYIO T03aMMCTBOBAIIH Y YET0-TO.
JTroOBle TOmPOOHOCTH IOJOXKAYT, ITOKa S He MOIady Tyha U He IpoBepio..."

He ycei CaHx[epc 3dKOHYHUTB, KaK U3-II0[ €T0 OJEXKIOBI YTO-TO 6J'IeCHy1'IO, " U3 KapMadHa BHE3aITHO
IIOSIBUJICS 3€JIEHBIM KJIEHOBBIM JIHCT.

[Ton B3rNsimaMu BCEX Ha JIUCTE MOSIBUIIOCH U300paxkeHue 00HaKeHHOT0 KPaCUBOT'0 MYKYHUHHI.
"9u, Canpgepc!”

CaHnpepc He ObII IEPBBIM, KTO OTKJIMKHYJICS. OTO Ol [JeBuigap, KOTOPHEIM BCTAJl IEPBEIM U BEKJIMBO
OKJIOHUIICS u300paxkenuto. "T'ocnogus [Iyx [Iepesa".

M3o0paxkeHue OTIAHYI0Ch. "A, 9TO THI, TbBEHOK? IIpOIIIO HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi. BuxKy, TBosS mpruyecka
Teleps JIy4llle Moen".

HeBunmap Momndan. Ero Bonockl ceiiyac IpencTaBisaau coboi 6ecriopsifoyHbIM KOMOK ITyXa.

"O 60xke, 9TO C BamMu Co BceMu npoucxomut? Knete cBoux Oiion? [Tomoxkmu, He OTBeYal, MHe BCe
paBHO. MHe HyXkeH Canpepc".

"Tocriogus [yx IepeBa, - orBeTun CaHAePC, - HOMKHO ObITh, CIIyYUIIOCh YTO-TO BazKHOeE, S MojIarao?
Pa3 BH uCIIOIB30BaNK TaKylo JalbHIOW Iepenavdy?”.

"Baxxnoe? He-a. {1 He Buen BaXXHBIX Bellled Ha MPOTSAXKEHUHU OECSATH ThICAYeNIeTUud. Temeps 5 gyMaro
00 3TOM, HO HafieloCh, YTO CKOPO YBUXKY".

"Tak B ueM pero, rocroguH [yx [lepesa?"



"Xe-xe. 4 yBumen Koe-4To 3a0aBHOE, U ITOAYMaJ, YTO AOJIKEH IMOOEIUTLCS 3TUM C ToOOH".

[TogenuTthcs "4eM-TO 3a0aBHBIM" IeHOM OTPOMHOTO KOINYeCTBa MaHHBl, MCII0Ibh3ys [aIbHIOI0
nepenavy? Yepes gBa 3amuTHEX Oapbepa? OcTanbHBE BONIIEOHUKY MEICTIEHHO [102KaI0BAIUCh.
OpHaKo UM IPHUILITIOCH IPU3HATh, 4TO [Iyx [epeBa BIOJIHE MOT 3TO CHeJaTh, TakK KaK UMEHHO 3TO
CYLIECTBO AaBaJsio BCIO S3HEPI'HIO, KOTOpas MOAAepKUBaa BeCh 3ePKaJIbHBIA MUD.

"TlocmoTpu cam". 300pakeHue MO0 BRIIIE U II0KA3aJI0 YepHOe 00/1aK0 oM HUM.

"9T0... aTXUMUYECKOoe Ipeg3HaMeHoBaHue?" mporosopun [leunpap. OH OBIT 0OUEHD ONBITEH B
oOpallleHNN C aTXUMUUYEeCKUMU IIpegMeTaMu U cpa3y y3Has 0071aKo.

Canpepc nmpomoiyan. ATXuMUYecKoe IIpei3HaMeHoBaHue ObII0 OTHOCUTENIBHO PEIKUM SIBIEHUEM B
nemiepe BpyTa - 0HO cTy4danock HECKOIBKO pa3 B rofl. A B I'opope ITnaBatomux MexoB mogo0Hoe
OBLTIO COBEPIIIEHHO OOBIYHEIM [EJIOM.

KpOMe KOMMEHTapusia ,]:[eBI/IJ'II[apa N3 BEXKJINBOCTH, HUKTO U3 OPYTUX BOJIIIIeOHMKOB He BEICKa3all
CBOEro MHEHH.

XoTst UM Bce errie ObIIO JTIOOMBITHO Y3HATE, KTO CO3Mal alXUMUYECKUH TPeIMeT CPeIHero ypoBHS.
Tako¥ mpeaMeT IpoaaBasics OBl 0 MEHBIIEH Mepe 3a THICIYM MarudeCKux KpucTasnnoB. OHM MOTIIH
OBbI CBSI3aThCS C €T0 CO37ATeIEM, YTOOH! IIOIYYHUTh €Ile ONKH JIOT Ay Bomibinoro AykiioHa B KOHIIE
3TOTO r'ofia.

"Utak, aTo unTepecHo? Tebe untepecHo?" M3obpaxenne [Iyxa [lepesa mpubnusunock K CaHmepcy,
YXMBITISISICE.

Canpepc OB CIIOKOEH, Kak Bcerga. "Eciy BRI XOTUTE IOCMOTPETh aJIXUMUYECKOe
IIpeA3HaMeHoBaHue, rocnonuH [lyx [lepesa, JleoHa CKOpo BepHeTCH B newlepy bpyTta. Tel MoXKellb
IIOIIPOCUTD €€ CO3IaTh ero s TeOst MpPsIMo B TBOEM [BOpIIE".

Hyx epeBa mKXPOKO yaLIOHYICS. "Th BCe ellle He IOHSJ, YTO s ©Men B BUAY? IlocMoTpu
BHUMATeJIbHee. B 1leHTpe yepHOro obnaka'.

OH mpocTo 1oKa3as ABOp AHTropa Ha CBOeM KM300paxkeHuH, YTO HaKOHEII-TO BbI3BasI0 y/IHIOKY Ha JIHIle
Canpgepca.

"9T0 AHTOp 3aHMMAaETCS amxuMuen?"

"4 3nalo0, BepHO? ITocMoTpu Ha Hero. CMePTHHIY MOJITOa Ha3afl, a CeTOHS - IoIMacTePhe-aIXuMHUK.
Ou, Cangepc, y MeHs K Tebe HEOOIbIIOE TIpeaiokeHue... Pa3 y2K AHTOp Tak TaJlaHT/IUB B aIXUMUH,
OTfal ero mof MOIO OTeKY, U g Oyay ero yuuTh. KpoMe Toro, Mou MajieHbKHE APY3bs €ro 04eHb
mo0AT..."

"HayuuTts ero? Amxumun?" CaHgepc yxe 3Hai, dero xoten [lyx [lepeBa. AHTop o0naman
NOCTATOYHKIM IIOTEHIIMAJIOM, YTOOR B OyAyIleM CTaTh MAacCTEePOM ajxuMuu, a Tree Spirit mpocto
XOTeJI 3aC/IyKUTh TUTYJ "YUuTesIb MacTepa alxuMUAKR", 4TO 3By4asio moTpscarolle.

"Uro? 4 MHOTOMY MOTY €r0 Hay4uTh. PafoBaThCs CONHIY, YXaXk1BaTh U IOJIUBATh IIBETH, UTPATh B
UTpPHL..."

CaHpepc XMBIKHYJTI ¥ ITpepBa CBsI3b, 4ToO0sI [Iyx [lepeBa 6osblie He pacCKa3kIBall UM O CBOEH



IIOBCETHEBHOM JIEHU.
Ho mXeHTnIbMEH BCe ellle ybbancs.

IeBunmap mo3gpaBuil ero IPoCTO U3 BeXKJIMBOCTH: "3aMedaTenbHo. OH CTall IPOMEXKYTOYHEIM B
TaKOM IOHOM BO3pacTe, TaKOu... TaJlaHT".

OH He cuepxkascs u fo6aBUI K CBOeMy KOMMeHTapuio: "HeHopMasbHbIM TamaHT".
CMepTHBIM IPEeBPATUIICA B aJIXMMHKa IIPOMEXKYTOYHOT'0 YPOBHS 3a IIONroaa?

910 OBITI0 HEHOPMaIbHO. HUKTO U3 3[eIIHUX BOJIIIIEOHUKOB ellle He JOCTUT TaKoro ypoBHsA. CaM
IeBunmap ogHaXOH I0MPOOOBA ¥ MOHSJ, YTO HU ero noTeHIman MHCTpyMeHTapus, HU AloTeKapus
HenpueMyeM. OH IIOTPaTUI HECKOJIBKO IeCATUIETUN Ha TO, YTOOH CTaTh TeM, KTO HaIleJl MyTh
WCTHHEI, @ €r0 HaBHIKK aJIXUMHUHU TaK ¥ OCTAJIUCh SJIeMEeHTaPHBIMH.

"Manb4uKy IIpOCTO oBe3n0", - yneibHyncsa Caugepc.

Ero yneiOka CKphIBaia ropasfo 00Jiblile SMOIUH - OOJIBIION aIXUMUYECKUY TalnaHT AHTopa OblT He
eOUHCTBEHHBIM. MaNbuuK TakKxke OBUT TallaHTIUB B UIITI03usIX. OH yXKe CIIaBU CBOU [[oMeH
Kommapos! Bot ato ma!

CyMepku OBITK yAKBIIEHE O0JIbINE BCEX, KOTTA YCIBIIAIN 3Ty UHPOPMAIHIO.

Beunoe cymectBo, [lyx [lepeBa, mercTBuTenbHO nonpocun CaHgepca B3ATh AHIOP IO CBOU
KOHTPOJIb... MOXKET /I OHa C 3TOTO MOMeHTa yOuTh ManbuuKa? 2KeHIrHa MHOTO pa3 IoXxasena o
TOM, YTO He yOuna AHropa, Korfa y Hee Oblna Takasi BOSMOXKHOCTb BO BpeMs ayKIIMOHa.

CusbHbBIE OTPHULIATEJIBHEIE SMOIMYU TpocayuBanuck u3 Cymepku, 1 CaHmepc cpa3y ke 3TO 3aMeTHIL.

Iepb 1 OyM ToM", - yeMexHyIcs CaHpepc. "AHTop Tak OBICT TaJl IIPOMEXKYTOUHBIM
"Teme ar o6 atoM", - ycMme cs Canpgepc. "AHTOpP Tak OLICTPO CTa oMe 0
3BeHOM Onarogaps negu Cymepkam'.

CyMepKu BHE3AIHO ITOAHSIHN TOJIOBY.

"TonbKO TTOyMaii 0 ero fonre nepeq To60, 0 cTa THICSYax Maru4yeCKUX KPHUCTAIOB. ITOT
IIPOKJIATHIA Ma/TbuMIlKa HUKOTTa Obl He paboTall Tak yCepAaHO, YYUThIBas, KaK OH ITIOCTOSTHHO
OTJILIHMBAJI OT paboTel. Criacubo Tebe, mpaBpaa'.

Koneuno, Aurop Hukorfa He "xantypun". Canfepc ckasai 3T0, YTOOH TOAYEPKHYTh CBOU
IIPEeBOCXOJHEBIE HABEIKY [IpeINofiaBaHus U ycepaue AHropa, ODHOBPEMEHHO BeicMeuBas Cymepku. Tpu
3auilla OMHUM BHICTPEJIOM.

CyMepKH CHOBa CUJIbHO HaXMYPHUJIUCh, OTUET0 ¥ Hee IMOYTH He 0CTaloCh MOPIIKH. M Bce XKe OHa He
MorJia Bo3pa3uTth CaHmepcy.

"4... norumar. C ymoBOIbCTBUEM".
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