[ITuK® MTHOBEHHO CeJl, KaK TOJIbKO IIPOCHYJICS, TIepPBOe, YTO OH yBHUEI, Obl/Ia XKEeHIIKWHA, KOTopas
mpuBena ero ciofa. OHa MPOCTO CMOTpesia Ha HETo, ¥ OH BUMEN, YTO Ipe3peHne, C KOTOPHIM OHA
CMOTpeJia Ha Hero, yCUJIIIIOCh C MOMEHTA UX IIePBOM BCTPEYH.

-TBl HOCTATOYHO OTOOXHYVYII, ToMAeM, - He JOXKHUIasICh OTBETA, BRHIIJIBIIA OHA.

[Tukwu GBICTPO cOOpPa CBOU BEINM M PAaCCESHHO MOCTIeNoBal 3a Hell, pa30upasich B CBOUX MBICIAX. OH
KaKMM-TO 00pa30M IIPOIIIesT TIePBOe UCIIBITaHKUe C TPYIOM, HO 3TO BCe ellle Oblla TEXHUYECKHU no0efa,
HO I[Iuku Oblyla cYacT/IMBa B ManenInel crenenu. OH He TOIBKO UCIIBITHIBAJ TaKyi0 60J1b, KAaKyio U
IpefcTaBuTh cebe He MOT, HO U JIETKO IIoMafal B JIOBYIIKY ['9H3I0Iy, eMy HUKOTla He OBIIO0 Tak
cTeigHO. [[luKM HeHaBUOET CBOI0 HEKOMIIETEHTHOCTh, OH YyTh He IOTUO B IIEPBOM K€ UCIIBITaHUU W3-
3a HefoCTaTKa OIbiTa ¥ HEOCBEIOMIEHHOCTH. [ToyeMy OH He IOTy4Yusl HUKaKuX KOHTPMeP IIPOTUB
TeHA3I0LY 9TO GBIJIO TPOCTO OH IIPOCTO AyMaJl, YTO 3TO He ObIJI0 He0OXOAMMO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, KOTfia
KTO-TO OyMaeT O FeHA3I01y [IepBOoe, YTO MPUXOOUT Ha yM, 310 lllapuHraH u Tak Kak [Iuku
INEeNCTBUTEILHO He HYKHO ObITI0 6€CIIOKOUTHCST 00 Yuuxe, OH UTHOPUPOBAJI ITOIyYEHHUE YET0-TO CTOJIb
JKe OCHOBHOT'0, KaK CYeTYHUK I'eH[3I01y.

"MEI 31€eCh, Ha 3TOT pa3, eCJIU Thl COOUPAEIILCS YMePeTh, YMPHU OBICTPO 51 HeUCTBUTENIBHO HE X0UY
TPaTUTh TaK MHOTO BPEMEHHU Ha TaKy MaJIeHbKYI0 3aKyCcKy" IIuKu 0TOpBasICs OT CBOUX MEICIIEHN U
YBU[EJ, YTO XeHIMHa yuina. M3-3a 6ecrokoiicTBa 0H OLICTPO IPOBEPHUIT IPU3HAKK TeHA3I0IY, BUS
JIMHUYU CMEPTH, TOKPHIBAIOIIIME BCe, YTO HUKOTTA He 3acTaBso Ik 4yBCTBOBATh Ce€0s ClTaCeHHBIM
[0 CUX TIOD.

"XopoIro, 4eI0BeK BTOPOEe UCIBITAHKE ITPOCTO BCE, YTO BaM HYXKHO CHeJIaTh, 3TO U36UTh MeHsT Mao
OIHO M3 BeJIMYAMIINUX CYIIeCcTB, Korga-mu0o cymecTtBoBaBmux. LicTicc " IIIuku mocMoTpen Ha
WCTOYHUK ¥ YBUMEI 3Mel0, KOTOPYI0 MOXKHO OBIZI0 CUMTATh OOJIBIION, eclii He o0palaTh BHUMaHUS
Ha TaKWX CYILIeCTB, Kak MaHpa. 3Mes u3faBaja CTPaHHBIM MIUIALIANA CMeX, KOTOPBIN TOKa3ascs
[ITuky 60JIe3HEHHBIM [JIT YIIEH.

Mao BosBuimancs Hap [Iluku, HO He HACTONIBKO, YTOOH y HETO He ObIJI0 IIaHCOB, 3Mesl Oblla IUPOKOU
1 KOPOTKOM, 4YTO feJiano ee cTpaHHOU. [IIuku oTOPOCUI CBOU BEIIM B CTOPOHY, HO COXPaHUJI CBOM
KOPOTKHUI MedY, BHITAIIUB €ro, 0H OTOPOCUIT fepeBSIHHBIE HOXKHEI.

[Ivku CcTOSAN B OOHUX IIOpPTaX, fepkKa B IpaBoi pyKe KOPOTKUM Med U IJIAAS Ha 3MEI0 CTPaHHOU
dbopmel. "Korma met HauHeM?- Cripocuna [Iukwu.

"Benukuii Mao Bcerfa rotos, BbI MOXKETE UMETh IIEePBHIY IIaT YeloBeKa"

He roBops 6ombine HE cioBa, [IIuKy BOCIIOIB30BAJICS MUTANIKOM U 1mo0exaln Ha Mao. Mao, BUAs 3To,
He MOT yAepXKaThCs 0T CMexa "TJIyIbli 4esloBeK nuuucc' Mao 3aMaxHyJICs CBOUM KOPOTKUM TOJICTHIM
XBoCcTOM Ha Iuku.

[MMuky npopmonxan 0exaTh, ¥ TaK KaK KOHUYMK XBOCTa OB TOYTH Ha HEM, OH [iepKaJl CBOM KOPOTKUM

Med 00euMy PyKaMHu U cfesiaj 60JIbIIoi pa3Max Hafl [0JI0BOY, B OTIMYKE OT CBOET0 OOBIYHOT'O CTUIIS.
KoHuuK XBOCTa, KOTOPHIH [OJIZKeH OBl pa3faBuTh MKy, BMeCcTo 3TOro OBUT pacliellyieH TOCEPennHe,
Mao u3pan yKacCHbIYM KPUK, KOTOPOTO HeJjlb3s ObLJI0 0KUAATh OT TAKOTO KPYIIHOTO 3BEPSI.

[IIuky He OCTAHOBUJICS ¥ BOCIIOIH30BAJICS 9TUM IIIaHCOM, YTOOBI IPEITHYTH Ha XBOCT Mao u mobexkarnt
K OIlpefieJIeHHOM 00/1aCcTH 0KOJI0 CepefuHE! Tella Mao. Mao OBICTPO MOMbITACT CTPAXHYTh [IIuKu u
TIOTIRITAJICS YKYCUTh ero, Ho [IIuku Ovin GbicTpee, yeM Mao, mosaToMy Mao B KOHEYHOM UTOTe YKYCHIT
ce0s. [Iluky Ha CEKYHOY pacTepsiach, Ipexae 4eM OTOPOCUTh HeHYKHBIE MBICIIH.

[k ocTaHOBUIACH B CAMOM IIeHTpe Tena Mao. Mao BEIJOXHYJI KaKOU-TO KOPUUYHEBHIN ra3, Ho [[Iuku



He CIIMIIKOM 0eCITOKOUJICS 00 3TOM, KOT{Ia OH CIIPHITHYJI CO CTOPOHBI Mao U IIPH 3TOM B3MaxXHYI
Me4YOM OJMH pa3, ¥ pa3Max IIPOHOJIKaJCs, II0Ka ero HOTH He KOCHYJIMCh 3eMJIH, Tle OH ITepPeKaTHIICs,
YTOOBI TOTEPSITh UMITYJIBC OT MafleHus C TaKoi 00JIbIIoN BEICOTH. [IIMKM OBICTPO BCKOYMUI Ha HOTH
BOBPeMs, 4YTOOH! YBU/IETh, KaK BeJIMKUN Mao pacKaibiBaeTcs 1momojaM. [lope3 He ObIT IPSMBIM, HO
[IIyky MOTJIa BUHUTDH B 9TOM TOJIBKO JTUHUIO CMEPTH.

3eneHas KPOBB TE€KJIa U3 TPYyIla Mao, a OombImIe OpraHkel jiexKaJli MeXKIy OABYMA €ro CIIeTKa
pa3fgeIeHHEIMA YaCTAMU.

- MoxeT ObITH, MHE HE CJIefloBaJio yOuBaTh ero... [IIuku mocMOTpes HallpaBo U YBUAE, YTO KEeHIIMHA
CHOBa TaM, HO OHa CMOTpeJia He Ha Hero, a Ha HeflaBHO ymepIiero Mao.

- Hemnoxo, - TONMBKO U CKa3aa OHa, IPekfe YeM YILIbITh.

[lTuku 6picTpO OOexKas, cobpa CBOM BeL U IIOTHAJCS 3a Hel, o nyTu LIIuky Hadan 4yBCTBOBaTh
ce0s1 HaMHOT 0 JIy4llle, Ka3ajloCh, 4YTO BEIMEIaTh BCIO CBOIO 3JI0CTh Ha Mao IOMOITIO, XOTS OH BCe ellle
He MOT 3a0BITh 00JIb OT IIEPBOT0 UCIEITAHUS, OH OBLI yBepeH, 4To 3To OymeT npeciiefoBaTh €ro B
TeYeHUe [IUTEIbHOI0 BpEMEHHU.

BCKOpe nocie 3toro Ky CHOBa OCTAJICS OfMH, XKEHIIHA UCcYe3jla, HUYEero He CKa3aB elle pas,
IIO3TOMY [Muku IIPUTOTOBUIICHA, €CJIHA OBl OH YXKe He IIOHAJI, 9TO KaKObIn pa3, KOorga OHa UCYe3derT,
Ha4YHWHaAETCA UCIIBITaHHuE, OH ObL1 OB ‘-Ipe3BbI‘-IafIHO TJIyII.

[IIuky KOganm v XKaall, HO HUYero He BHIIIIO OH IIBITalCcs OCBOGOJIPITLC?I oT FSHJISI-OU;y, HO OH He OB B
OOHOM, II0O3TOMY OH TOJIBKO 2K[OaJl Ha4adJla CyHda.

Ckopo mepen HUM IIPEACTaHyT pa3Hbe BeIly. Bo-TepBhIX, 9TO OBUIN IeHbI'H U Iiejlas ropa JeHer, HO
[IIuky He [BUTAJICS C MECTA ¥ IIPOCTO CMOTPEJI Ha HUX U3JajiekKa. 3aTeM Obljla 04YeHb KpacuBast
oOHaxkKeHHas XKeHINKMHA, KOTopas MEITalack co0ma3HuTh IIIuKYU, HO OH He MOT 3a00THUTHCS, HaXKe eCIn
OBl OH XOTeJI, Kak OH OblTT pebeHKoM. ITocye aToro ORI pa3fIMyYHbIE BEIlld, TaKKWe KakK efia, APY3bs,
CeMbsi, eTH, OOJIBIION 3aMOK, KOPOHA. Belry, KOTophie MOSBIISIIUCH, 3aBUCEIIH OT TOro, uTo IIIuku
XOTeJI, Hampumep, [ apy3ei KOrao u Taka mossBunuch, mis I'puddunos, Kymmna u Taka
IIOSIBUJINCh.

Bce Ob1JI0 TEPCOHANMM3UPOBAHO OO TOTO, YTO, 10 UX MHEHHUI0, kenaja [uku. [1o cux nop [lIuku
HUYEro He TPOTajo, HO BAPYT Iepe HUM IOSBHIOCH HEUTO, 3aCTaBUBIIee ero yiasl0HyThCsI. Het, 910
OBLTIO HE YTO-TO, a KTO-TO. 2KeHIIrHa Obljla ogeTa B CBOOOMHEBIN O€JIBIN XalaT C HeCKOJILKAMH TOMO3
Ha HeM, Y Hee Obutu Gelible BOJIOCH U rila3a 6e3 3pauka. Ha ronoBe y Hee OblIM [IBa pora, a Ha 16y
7exas TpeTui KpacHui rias. [lluku moyyBcTBOBas ce0s CTpPaHHO, OH He MOT He 00/113aTh T'yOH,
rIs0s Ha XKeHmmHy. OH He MOT He IPEeACTaBsATh, KaK IIOCTYIAaeT C Hel. MEICTB 0 TOM, KaK OH 3TO
coenaet, mpuBena ero B Boctopr. - 4 xouy killkillkillkillkillkillkillkillkillkillkillkillkillkillkillkillkillkill ee
[IIuky Ha4as Cc TPYAOM yaepKuBaio cebs, Korfa XKeHIIUHa BAPYT UCYEe3IH.

[ITuku GeICTPO mpHILeN B cebs, HO B TTyOMHE AYIIK BCE ellle YyBCTBOBAJI XKaJloCTh. [lepxkKach 3a
ronosy, llIuku MOT TOJIBKO NPOKJIMHATh CBOE HEBE3EHUE U3-3a TOro, YTo OLyIyKU WU, 10 KpaHen
Mepe, Karys BeI3Bajid €ro UHBEPCUOHHBIM UMITYJIbC. TO, YTO 3TO IPOU3OIILIO, fJaXKe KOrfa ee
dbu3nyecku He OBIIO PSMOM, ObIJIO CTpaHHO, U [[IuKu He MOTJIa 3TOr0 O0BSICHUT.

Ou 3Hamn, yTo Karys He OblI 4eJI0BEKOM, HO HUKOTIa He 03KU[all, YTO 3TO BHI30BET €T0
MHBEPCUOHHBIN UMITYJIbC, KOTOPBI Npulles U3 pofga HaHaiisi. ITo He OBIIO MJI0X0, HO 3TO MOXKET
OBITH HEIIPUSITHO.
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