B nocnenyromue guu JIy MdsH Bcerga 6pocan Cst Manuab Ha MecTe HsiHb LI334XK3HS, YTOOR!
3aCTaBUTh €€ IPUCMaTPUBaTh 3a €ro XKeHOM.

Hsiup [[3349K9Hb IPUBHIK K 3TOMY, OHA BCe ellle He Obllla B XOPOLINX OTHOIIEHUSX ¢ Cs1 MaliiiHb, HO
10 KpailiHel Mepe, oHa Oblla B COCTOSTHAU TePIeTh ee mpucyTcTBre. OHa MPUBHIKIA K
npenupaTenbcTBaM Ca MeunuH, B To BpeMs Kak Csl MelInH CTaHOBUJIaCh CKYYHOU CO BpEMEHEM.

"TTorimeM B Ka3uHo!" Css MelnrH BHE3aITHO MIPEIOXKuUIa.

Hsau L354k9Hb B3AoxHyA. OngaTh XKe OHa Ipeaioxuia. "Ml He MOXKeM IIPpUBECTH Tyfda Menmno".

ManenbKkas [IbIHS OCTAaHOBUIIACh OT UTEHHUS KHUTH, IIPEX/e YeM 00paTUThCS K HUM C yNIBIOKOM. "
xouy yatu!"

Cst Melinun MypJiblKaja mo rybaM TeM, 4yTo ckasana HesH Li3exen. Ona 6pocuna e MoAymkKy, u
Huan 11354X9Hb B KOHIIE KOHIIOB ee JorHajla.

"4 xouy ectn!" Cst MelinuH ckynuna. "[loxkanyicra, gaiite MHe g6moku!"

Huan 113exkeH He MOT He B3AbpixaTh. HacTpoenue Csa MeunnH Bcerga CTAHOBUIIOCh TAKUM
Hellpeficka3yeMbIM, U C TeX I0p, KakK OHa 3a0epeMeHesa, el IPUXOAUIOCh C 3TUM CIIPaBIISIThLCS.

"¢ 3Ha10 MeCTo, Ky[a Mbl MOXKEM IOUTH, TTle MOXKHO oecTh..." OHa chenana nay3y. HuaH [IxxuexeH

TIOBEPHYJICS K ManeHbKoy [[pIHE U MPOYUTal KHUTU. PsamoM ecTs Kade "bubnumoreka".

Csa Meunus u Manenbkas [IpiHg cusinu B Boctopre. "ITomumu!" [IyaT MaTepu U ChiHA BOCKJIMKHYJI
CYaCTJIUBO.

Huan 11394K3Hb B IEePBLIY pa3 B3[OXHYI U3-3a HUX. OHa HIHYUIIACh HE C OMHUM peGeHKOM, a C
nByMs! Kak JIy MdaH MoxKeT OBITh TaK KeCTOK C Heit? OH MOXKeT HaHATh KOro-Hubyab, KTo OyOeT ¢
HUMHU HIHYUTHCA? TO, 94TO OHA OBINa B OTIYCKe TPU He[esy, He 3HAYUT, YTO OHa Oblyia aOCOJIOTHO
cBobonHa!

Huan 11394K3Hb He MOTJIa He PafoBaThCs, KOTla YBUOeNa, Kak BenyT ce6s Manenbvkas HbiHSA u Cs
MeiinuH.

Cs MeiinuH ynTajaa KHATY U BpeMs OT BpeMeHH ejla A0JI0UHBIN MUPOT, KOTOPBIY 3aKa3kiBaia. TeM
BpeMeHeM, nepen ManeHbKoU [IbIHEH CTOs1a lapa KHUT. briarogapst s3UgeTU4eCKOU MaMsATH,
Marnenbkas [[biHS Oblyia OBICTPEHBKUM YUTATEIEM, OH MOT 3aKOHUUTh KHUTY UyTh MEHEE YeM 3a
TPUOLATh MUHYT. XOTS OH UHTEPECOBAJICA MaTeMaTUKON, UMEHHO II03TOMY OH YUTaJl MaTeMaTUKy U



pelIasn BOIPOCH, KOTOPLIE TaM OBIIIH.

Huan 113exeH Obl BieYaTiaeH 3TUM. MaieHbKast [IbIHS IeHdCTBUTEIbHO OblIa OlapeHHBIM PEOEHKOM,
M 13-3a 3TOT0 OH CUUTAJICS TeHUEM.

Huan 1l3exeH He m00WI YUTAaTh KHUTH, KaK [IBe, II0O9TOMY OHA peIllrjia HafeTh HAYITHUKK U
IIOCMOTPETh HECKOIBKO (UIBMOB Ha TenedoHe.

AtMocdepa Oblsia CIOKOMHOM, HUKTO He 0eCIIOKOUI Apyroro. Kaxkmblil u3 HUX ObLT YBIEYEH TEM, UTO
fienajl, IIoKa KTO-TO He IIoCcTydal 1o mieuy Ca Meununy.

Korpa Ca MelnvH nofgHsa IOJIOBY, OHa HaXMypPHUJIach, YBULEB, KTO 3TOT 4eNloBeK. "YTO TH 3[eCh
mesnaenn?"

[IpekpacHad XeHIMHa, KOTopas CTosijla epeq Hed, Hagyaach U3-3a Toro, Kak Kcsa Meunux
oTpearupoBasia. OHa CHslJIa CBOU COJIHEUHBIE OYKU. "d XKUBY psAmoM".

"¢ He 3T0 uMen B Buny, PaH Illutoans." Cst MelnuH nmpoOopMoTaa IMof AbIXaHueM, TSI Ha Hero.

OH B31OXHYII, KaK XonogHo Csa MelnuH cMoTpesia Ha Hero. OH BBITAIIUIT CTYJI, KOTOPBIM OB PSIOM C
Hell, IpeXne YeM cecTh TaM. "4 37mech, 4YTOOH ITOCETUTD MTOAUYMHBIM ITOKa3 MOf. {1 y4acTBYIO B 3TOM
3UMHEeH Hejele MOIH".

Pan IlIutoaHb paboTan MOMENBIO U aKTEPOM B MHAYCTPUU pa3BiedeHuit. OH ObLT U3BECTEH U OBLI
BKJt04eH B 100 caMbIX KpaCUBHIX MYKUYWH B MUpE.

Korga Hosu 1[3exkeH yBuziesna 4ei-To CUIyaT ¢ TepupepuiiHoro BUa, OHa CHsJIa HayIIHUKY, IIPekKe
YyeM IMOJHsIIa TOJI0BY, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh Ha 3TOT0 YeJI0BeKa.

OHa yBU[eNla BEICOKYIO ¥ KPaCHBYIO KEHIIUHY B CTUIbHOM ItaThe. HbgH Jiezhen He Mor HE
BOCXMIIIATLCS UM, KaK OHa CMOTpeJia, KakK OH cugut psamoM ¢ Cs Meilin.

Hsu L3exkeH He OBITT €IUHCTBEHHBIM, KTO CMOTPeJI Ha Hero, MaseHbKas [IbIHST TOXKe CMOTpesia Ha
Hero!

Pan IlIuitoaHb 3aMeTHUIT, KaK Ha Hero cMoTpesnu Manenbkast [IeiHs ¥ Han [[3exk9Hb. OH ¢ M11000BbIO
YNBIOHYIICST UM, KaK OYOTO I03agy HEro MOSBUJICS IBETOYHBIN QUIBTP. "3APaBCTBYHTE, MEHS 30BYT
KOHuncH, g opyr Maiimas."

"Cectpa IOHCH, TH Takas KpacuBas!" ['7Ta3a MaleHbKOU [BIHU CBEPKHYIIH.



"Cnacubo Tebe, MaeHbKUI NPUHII. boXke, TH yMeeIllb TbCTUTH feByIiKe." OH MOAMUTHYT eMy. "4
MHOro 0 Tebe ciblmana."

"TIpaBma?! Onu Bce xopomu?" ManeHbKas [IbIHS CIIPOCHUIIa C PagoCThiO.

"KoHeuyHO, oHU~ {1 paj HaKOHEI-TO IT03HAKOMUTHCS ¢ TOOOM, KpacaBuuk Meso." OH moiesnoBal
MaJIeHbKOI'0 MaJIbuMKa.

Ha mekax ManeHbKkoH [IBIHY TOSBUJICS PYMSHEL], ¥ B KOHIe KOHIIOB OH MCIIOJIb30BaJl KHUT'Y, KOTOPYIO
YHTaJ, YTOOH 3aKPHITh JIUII0, TAK KaK BAPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAI 3aCTEHUYMBOCTDL. KpacuBas cecTpa
rmonesioBaia ero!

Cst MeiiuH pa3MbIIUIATIA HAZl TEM, pacCKa3blBaTh JIX UM 0 HacTosueM pone Pau [lIuioaHs uin HeT.
Ona Onlna XepTBOM XKeHCKuX 4epT Pan Illutoans Bo BpeMs y4ueOwl B Komteaxke. Kak 1 ManeHpKkas
IbiHSI, OHa Bena ceOs Tak ke, KOrfia OHU BIEpPBble BCTPETUIIHCS.

Pan [IutoaHb moBepHynach K HuaH 11394K3Hb U IPKO YNIBIOHYTachk ei. "A KeM THI I0KHa OBITh,
mpuHIiiecca?"

Ha mekax Huan 11334xk9Hs nmosBuics cnabwiii pyMmsiHel]. OHa Oblyla KEHIIUHOM, U BCe XKe OHa
3acTaBJjIsi/ia €e YyBCTBOBATh ce0s TakK, Kak OyaTo y Hee 6abouku B xKuBOTe. OHA He 3HAET,
oOMaHRBIBaJIM JIX €e T'71a3a, HO BCIKMM pa3, Korfa BOKPYT HEro MosBisAnuch yneioku Pau Illutoans,
IIBETHL U OJIECTKH.

Hsiu 11394X9Hb CKa3asa cebe ycnokouTbcsa. OHa cMOTJja B OHO MIHOBEHHUE BHOBb 06pecTu
camoobyaganue. OHa BHIIPSIMUIIA CIIMHY U YABIOHYIAch eMy. "4 mBoloponHelil 6paT Ca MeinuH,
Huan I13exeH."

O30pHas MBIC/Ib BHe3allHO Bollna B r71a3a Ca MeunuH, Korga oHa yBULella, Kak oTpearuposal Huax
lI3exkeH. OHa cierka ynapuia Pana IlIutoaHs ToKTeM 10 ero 00Ky u yiasIOHYIach. "Bbl CBOOOIHEI
cerogHs? Xouelllb IOUTHA C HAMH II0 MarasuHam?"

"B HacTosIIee BpeMs s cBoOomeH. Most oToceccHs yKe 3aKOHYHUIIACh PaHbIIe, TaK YTO S He MIPOTHUB
COTIPOBOXKOATH Bac Tpoux. Kpome Toro, aTo 6ymeT mpekpacHoe BpeMs [ Hac, Maimai." Ox
LEIISIETCS 3a €€ PYKY.

"®otoceccusa?" HuaH Li3exkeH MOPTrHYI HECKOIBKO pa3. "Brl MOfesb UM 4TO-TO BPOAE TOro?"

"d mopens." PaH llluLtoaHb el TOOMUTHYII.

"Trl He OOUILILCS, YTO OPYTHeE JIIOOU Y3HAIOT Te0s, eCu Thl He 3aMaCKUpyeunses?”



Pan [lutoaHb yxke ObIT B MackupoBKe! Csa MellNivH X0Tella IOCMeAThCS HaJ TeM, UTO OHa CKa3asa, HO
peluia nofepxkaTh 3TO B cebe.

"¢ elé He HACTOIBKO U3BECTEH, S YBEPEH, UTO HUKTO He CMOXKET y3HaTh MeHs 37ech". OH
YNBIOHYTICS el.

Kak HUKTO He MOXeT y3HaTh TaKyl KpacoTKy, Kak ero? Hau [[334K9HE 0TKa3a/iCs eMy BepUTh, HO
Tak Kak Panb [Iui0aHb BHIJIALEN JOCTATOYHO KOMGOPTHO, OH, JOJI)KHO OBITh, TOBOPHUT IIPaBAY,
BEPHO?
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