[Ts1 IIumyu He Moriia IIOBEPHUTH CBOMM TI'JIa3aM. Ona COBEPIIEHHO HE 0XKHaJla, YTO XKEHIIMWHA,
KOTOpas 3aCTaBJIsA€T €€ CropaThk OT PEBHOCTH, HA CaMOM [Iejie ee OBOIOPOOHasA CeCTPa [Tou I's!

Ona cMOTpesia Ha XEeHIUHY, KOTopas OrjisgbiBanach Ha Hee 4epes IIedo, CTos paaom c LI3u
LI3BIMHUHOM.

OHa He 0XM[aJIa, YTO XKEHIIWHA, KOTOPYIO BCe Ha3bIBaIM NeBYHIKOH 1131 [[3sIMKUHA ¥ 0 KOTOPOM OH C
TAKOW JTI000BBI0 3a00THIICS, OBblNa ToM camoi [1s# I's, Ha KOTOPYIO OHA BCeryga CMOTpeJia CBEICOKaA!

HecmoTps Ha TO, uTo [I3i1 '3, cTOABINAS Mepeq Hel, OTAuYanach oT 00sraHoM, [19i [lIumu, Kak
YyeJI0BeK, KOTOPOI'0 OHAa 3Hasa 0oJjiee ecsTH JIeT, 1erKo y3Haja ee.

9T0 OBITIO TOTOMY, YTO... HHIHEITHSIST BHEITHOCTD [13# ' ObIyla 0YeHb 1M0X0XkKa Ha €e BHEUTHOCTH B
CpefHeu IIKOJIe.

Torpa ee OBOIOPOOHAA CEeCTpa CJIIaBHUJIACh KAdK KPACHUBAA U KU3HEPAJOCTHAA 6oruns. OHa maxe Oblna
H36paHa ITKOJIBHBIM IIBETKOM B HECKOJIBKUX CPEOHUX IITKOJIaX.

Cettyac xe, B TaKOM 9KCTpaBaraHTHOM BeYepHEM IIJIaThe, C U3BICKAHHBIM MaKUSXKEM U TIATEJIbHO
nomo6paHHEIMU aKCecCyapaMy, OHa OYeHb HallOMUHAJIa Ipouutyio [13i '3, KoTopyio Bce MI00UIH. ..

CTos1 pAIOM C BEICOKOU U MOTyIecTBeHHOU 1131 LI3piMuH, 1o KoTopo# [1au Iluumy Tak ¥ He cMoOT1a
noTssHyThes, [198 ['s HU4yTh He Oblyla OMpadYeHa. HanmpoTuB, OHa TOXe BBIT/ISAAENA HeJOCATaeMOoM s
OPYTUX U faXe Ka3ajlach HACTOSAIIEeH IPUHIIECCOU.

9TO HAIOMHUJIO €M O IPOIIJIOM, KOTOPOEe OHa X0Tesla 3a0kITh, - 0 TeX BpeMeHax, KOrfga oHa Okljia eIre
HUKeM. Torma HUKTO He Hal3biBan 1o [IIuiy mo MeHu, a TOBOPHUIIH. ..

“Tel gBOIOpOAHasa cectpa [1au I'3? [ToueMy THI Tak OTIMYAEIILCS OT Hee?!
'Kak y ITa#t I's MmoxeT OBITh TaKas TIymas U YPOOIuBas Ky3uHa?!'

'‘Ona gBoroponHas cectpa ['a I's. [Touemy kpacuBas ['s ' Bcerpia 3aHUMaeT IepBbie MeCTa Ha
9K3aMeHax, a ypoa/iuBasl Ky3uHa BCerga B caMOM HU3Y Kjacca?

'Kak y [Isii I'3 oka3anach Takas cecTpa, Kak ThI?'

[Tpoknsatee! ITpoknsaTee! Pa3se I1su ['s yKe He cTasia TOJICTOM U IJIYNOW, KaK CBUHBA?! [laxe ecnu
OHa yMHa, OHa BCe PaBHO IIOJIy4YuJia TOJILKO TeXHUYecKoe obpa3oBaHue!

OHa sIBHO He MOXEeT CPaBHUThCS CO MHOH 110 BceM mapamMeTpaM! CeMelHOe I0I0KeHne, BHEITHOCTS,
oOpa3oBaHue, Kapbepa... OHa SIBHO YCTymaeT MHe 1o BceM mapameTrpam! [Touemy xe?!

[Touemy 1131 LI3bIMUH COIIENCS C HEU?!

"Tlau I's!" 3akpuuana [1au [luinm, BpeMeHHO OTEPSBIIAsA pacCyAoK, IIpeprBas POMaHTUYECKYIO
atMocdepy, B KOTOPOY HaXOOUJIaCh 11apa, U MpUBJieKas BHUMaHNe OKPYKalolInX.

Kak ato moxeT OvITh [1311 ['9?! 3TO HEeBo3MoxkHO! [[eByinka L[3u LI3sIMrHA TOUHO HEe MOXKET OBITh 10!

9tot ronoc? I1a ['s Oplna cierka HamyraHa roynocoM. IlepeBens B3TIA B HallpaBlieHUU KpPUKa, OHa
OvicTpo 3ameTusa [19# Iluimy, ybe BHIpaXkKeHue JIulla OBIIO JaIeKo 0T ee 0OBIYHOT0 HEeXKHOI0 U
37IeTaHTHOTO, ¥ YCTaBUIACh IIPSIMO Ha Hee.



"Ky3una?!" - Bockiuknysna [1ay [umm.

Ha mokupoBaHHOe BocKnuiiauue [1311 '3, 1131 LI35IMUH TOBEPHYJICSA, YTOOH IIOCMOTPEThL B TOM XK€
HalpaBJIeHUH, U TaKkKe OBICTPO 3aMeTuJI IOJIHIM PeBHOCTHU U 6e3ymus B3rap [1sii [ummu.

3aMeTHuB, 4To My2XK4YKMHa CMOTPUT Ha Hee, [Tat Iy TYT XK€ CMEeHHJIa PEBHUBOE U UCKA2KEHHOE
BBEIPpaXKEHHE JINIAd Ha 00BIYHO HEeXHoe. TeM He MeHee, HECMOTPA Ha BCe YCHUJIUS, €€ MATKOE
BBIPpaXKEHHE JIMIld BCe €Ille Ka3aJIOCh 2KECTKUM 1 HEeCTECTBEHHLIM.

"T'a I's, uTo THI 3Oech menaemb?" [1ai IlIummu ¢ nerkou yaeI0Koi Ha JTKIle MOMOoIIIa K Imape.
Ka3zasnocs, 4T0 OHa yXe He Ta, KOTOpas HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3af THEBHO BRIKpUKUBana ums [1au I's.

XoTs 0Ha MO-IIpekHeMY OTHOcHuAach K [1a# [IIuimu Kak K pogCcTBeHHUIle, OHA He Obl/la UIUOTKOU U,
€CTeCTBeHHO, 3aMeTHJIa BEIpaXKeHue ee JIMila, HalloJTHEHHOe HeHABUCTHIO.

Teneps oHa OblIa yBepeHa, YTO OBOIOPOHAS CECTPa CIellralbHO IPAYUHNIIIA el Bpen u3-3a Li3u
LI3pIMUHAa.

"TlocMOTpH, KaK TH IpUBJIEKaelb BeTOK mepcuka!” [To Kako#-To MpUUnHE OHa ITOYYBCTBOBasIa ce0s
HeMHOr0 00uxkeHHOU. OHa BHIJIECHYJIa CBOY THEB Ha MYKUMHY, TUX0 TPOOOPMOTaB 3TO.

B orBeT Myx4nHa X0JI0HO XMBIKHYJI U CKa3al: "fl BCTpeyasn ee BCero HeCKOJIbKO pa3".
[Ts1 [Iumu, K cYacThlo, He CHBIIAIA UX Pa3roBop, MHa4e OHa Obl TOUHO COILLIA C yMa.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, UX Pa3roBop OBII II0X0K Ha PasroBOp MHTUMHOM maphl. O0a, KOHEYHO Xe, He
0CO3HaBa/I¥ 9TOTO (akKTa.

ITa#t I's Habmomana, Kak ee Ky3uHa MPUOIUKAeTCS K HUM, U, TpeXkae YeM OHa CMOrJja
chopMyIupPOBaTh OTBET Ha MPedbIAyIui Borpoc, [1a# [Iuiu ¢ ynbOKoM 3aiana Apyrou: "YuuTsiBas,
YTO BHI CEKpeTaph II3BIMKUHA, BHI, MOJIKHO OBITH, 3MeCh 1Mo padore?". Ha camoM mene oHa XoTesa
BHISICHUTD oTHoIeHus [19i I's ¢ L13u 1I3bIMUHOM.

OpHako y Hee He XBaTaJlo CMeJIOCTH 3afiaTh BOIIPOC 00 3TOM, TaK KaK OHa YyBCTBOBaJa, YTO 3TO
CTAHET SBLIO.

"I-" OHa yke cobOupasnach nogTBepauTh gorafaky [1sii [lIumm, korga L3u LI3sIMUH HeOXKUIaHHO
IPUTSHYT ee K cebe, 3aCTaBUB IIPOTJIOTUTD CJIOBA.

"Mucc IIaii, 51 yKe TOBOPHUJI BaM, UTO MbI He HACTOJIbKO Onu3ku. [Toxkanyiicra, BeguTe cebs
OOCTOWHO". MyXunHa npegynpexparlle Cy3ul CBOU X0JIOAHEIe r1a3a Ha [1au [umm.

[Ta#t MIumy MHCTUHKTUBHO Cellaja IIar Ha3af MOf ero yrpoxkamimuM B3riasanoM. OgHaKo, YBULEB,
KaK OH OOHMMAET ee Ky3WHY, OHa IOTepsijia PacCyIoOK OT PEBHOCTHU ¥ COBCEM 3a0kIia O TOM, KaKUM
T'PO3HBEIM MOXKET OBITh 3TOT YEJIOBEK.

"T'e T'e, g cipiana ot bonbuon TeTu, 4TO TH BCe ellle XOOUIIL Ha CBUOaHUA BClenyl. Kak oHU
IPOX0oOsAT? BCTpeTwia MU TH KOTO-HUOYIB XOPOoIIero B mocienHee Bpems?" I1ai Ilummm ynei0anachk
TaK, YTO Ka3aJIOCh, OHA [EeMCTBUTEILHO 3a00TUTCS O HEH.

I1s# I's OBINa CIeTKa OIleJIOMJIeHa €e BOIIPOCOM M He MOIJIa IOHSTh, TOYeMy ee Ky3WHa 3ar0BOpHIIa
00 3TOM MMEHHO celyac.



[TokayuaB rOJI0BOM, OHAa PACTEPSHHO IIOCMOTpPea Ha Ky3uHY.

Yto He Tak ¢ Moel Ky3uHou? [ToueMy OHa 3aroBopusa 0 MOUX CBUAHUIX BCIemy? I
OEeUCTBUTEIbHO HEe IOHMMalo ee HaMepeHuid. XM? CTpaHHO. [TouemMy MHe BAPYT CTajio XOJIOAHO?

Osna notepna pyku. OHa nocMoTtpena Ha 1[3u LI3sIMrUHA, KOTOPHIX CTOSTI PAAOM C HEW, ¥ YBUAENA, 4TO
y Hero JiegsgHOe BhIpaXkKeHue JIilla U OH CMOTPUT Ha Hee.

OTa 4epToOBa XKeHIMHa X0[UIa Ha CBUaHU BCIIEMNYI0 3a Moeu cnuHou! Kak oHa cMeeT Tak
IIOCTyIaTh!

[Tou1 IlTumiu Kpenko cxkaa KyJlaky, YBUAEB BelpaxkeHnue nuna 113u Li3piMuHa. X0TS BHEIIHE OHa BCe
ele yneibanack, BHYTPU ee Cepflle KUIeo.

4 mo6mio 113u [[3bIMIHA BCEM CePAIIEM, a 3TOT YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOTO S YMOJIsijia, HO TaK U He CMOTJjIa
3aI0NTy4uTh, BiIobumncs B [1ai '3l

OH meliCTBUTENIBHO BIIOOUIICS B Hee, He UMEIOIIYI0 HU MaJIelIIero TajaHTa U TIyIylo, KaK CBUHbS!

Kak IIs11 ['s MOKeT cpaBHUTHLCS C HUM?! f He 03BOJII0 9TOMY CIIy4UThCH!
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