Pexka Beit Tekia, u 3Be30bI CUSIIH.

[Tomg wBaMu Ha Oepery peKu CHUSIIM TPU CBeTH/IbHUKA. CBET U 3BE3[BI OTPAXKaIMCh OPYT OT Apyra B
peke, riIy00Ko U THXO.

Oxasasoch, 4TO Ha MeCTe, Tae ropeiia OrHH, OBLII0 TpH KOpa6J'IH.

O1u Kopabnu OB AJIMHHEE JeCSITH METPOB, UX MauThl OBUIM BEHIIIE TPEX METPOB, @ UX KalOThHl OBLIH
[IOCTaTOYHO BEJIUKHY, YTOOH BMECTUTH [BafillaTh YeJI0BEK. Bech Kopabib MOT IIepPeBO3UTH IECTh TOHH
IPy30B. OTH KOpabiu ObLIM CaMbIMU PaCIPOCTPaHEHHEIMU IPY30BEIMU CYAaMU, KYPCHUPYIOIIUMU 110
peke Bait. OHu He ObIIM IPUBJIEKATETLHEIMHU.

B HOCOBOI1 YacTH IepegHero rpy30Boro Kopabis OblIo iBa YesloBeKa. YeloBeK, CUASIINM Ha
yIIaKOBOYHOM SIIIKKe, Oblna JXKeHIMHA C CTPOMHOM (PUTYypoil U OIMHHBIME BojiocaMmu. Ee ria3a O6buin
SIPKMMH, a BO3PACT - MeHee IBaflaTyu jeT. [I0CKOIbKY CBET OB TYCKJIBIM, TPYIHO OBIIIO CKa3aTh,
CIIpaBe[/IMBa JIU ee KOxKa, HO YePTHl ee NTHIla ObUIM TaKUMU Ke KPAaCHUBHIMY, KaK U Y IEeBYIIKH,
BOCIIUTAHHOM B CKPDOMHOM CEMBE.

PsamgomMm ¢ }KGHH.[I/IHOIZ CTOSIJI CUJIbHBIN MOJ'IOI[OIZ YeJIOBEK C OJIMHHBIM HOZKOM B PYKaX. OH cTosn
HEIIOOBUXKHO, KaK KY4H.

"M&1 cobupaeMcs OeiCTBOBaTh, YPOH, Thl Oouiibcs?" 2KeHIMHa, CAOAIIAs Ha YIITaKOBOYHOM
yeMoflaHe, Obl/la TUXOM U COepzKaHHOM. Ee romnoc ObIJT 04eHb TEeTKUM, KaK HEXKHBIM BETEPOK, MATKUM
1 0e300MIHEIM.

"¢ He Gotoch". MyXK4uHa C HOXKOM, [0 UMEHU YPOJI, OTBETUII TAKOHUYHO.

2KeHmuHa 3Hala, YTO OH CKYYHBHIH, II03TOMY OHA He OXKHjaja, YTO OH OTBETUT Oosbine. OHa MOT4a
OTIyCTHJIA TOJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTpPENa Ha peKy Bait mepen KopabieM. 3Be3bl, OTpPaKeHHEIe B PeKe, ObUIH
KPACHBHIMU U OJT€CTAIINMU.

"Trl He OOUIILCS, YTO YMPEIIh?" CIIPoCuila XKeHIIKHa.

MyX4rHa C HOXKOM ITIOCMOTpPEJT Ha XKeHIuHy. "f He 6010Ch YMUPATh, TOKA Thl XKUB."

XKenmwna, KoTopas 6r1a TugepoM, OblIa OIIeIOMIEHa HEKOTOPoe BpeMsi. OHa YKyCHUIa HUKHIO
ry0y, 6e3MOJIBHAS.

"MBI BCe MOKeM yMepeTh, IOTOMY UTO HacC IIPOCTO UCIOJb3YIOT". 2KeHIIrHa CMOTpesia Ha peKy Bei,
IOTEpPsIHHAS B MBICTIIX. Ee T010Cc HeXKHO pa3faBasics, KaK YTPeHHUH TyMaH. "Ho 4To MOXKeT chesaTh
Hama 0anga Yauxs? [Ipyrasg cTOpoHa HaCTOIBKO MOTYIIeCTBEHHA, YTO MBI HE MOXKEeM BOCCTaTh
nIpoTuB Hero. I103ToMy, KOrfa OH IOSIBUJICS, S 3HAJI, YTO MHOTHEe U3 HallluX JIAed yMpyT".



2KeHIIIMHA BHE3aHO YILIOHYIACh, KOTOa CKalasa 3To. Ee ronoc ctan HU3KUM U TPYCTHRIM: "C Tex
IIOp KaK TPU MecsIla Hasaf yMep Mo# oTell, s cTan numepoM Oauasl Yauxa. C Tex mop s 60sblie He
6orock cmepTH". Ha peke Baii MHOT0 peyHEBIX OaH[I, ¥ BCe OHM 3apabaThIBAIOT Ha XKU3Hb 9TOH
OombIIoM pekoii. Moi 0Tell yMep C TaKO# BEICOKOM KYJIbTYPOM, TakK YTO 9TO JIUIIH BOIIPOC BPEMEHH,
Korpa s yMpy".

Ypon MaH Ha MrHOBeHHe IOAyMast u ckasai: "[I1ok Bai - OosbIas muirka B ropopae Yanbaus". OH
obelan HaMm ToMoub 6aHme YaHxa cTaTh KpynHewnen 0aHooi Ha peke Bai, moka Mel paboTaeM Ha
Hero. Co BpeMeHeM BBl CMOXkKeTe KOMaHI0BaTh BceMu OaHmaMu Ha peke Baii... Twl He ymMpéenb!"

2KeHIuHa mokKayasa rojoBoii. "MeHs He BOJTHYET, MOXKeT 1 OaHfa YaHX9 cTaTh KPyIHEHIIEN
6anHpoi Ha peke Bait". d mpocTo X0Yy OTOMCTHUTE 3a CBOETo 0Tla, yOuB 6anmy X230, KOTOpas ero
youma!"

Ypon Mas cka3san: "T'anr Xaun3so - camas Oombiasi 6aHma Ha peke Ban".

"Tel mpaB. Tak 4To y HaC HeT BeIOOpa, KpoMe KaK 00paTUThCS K repiory Bait", - mpo6opmoTana
JKEHIIVHA C OIYIIEeHHOU ['0JIOBOU.

Ha BTOpOM rpy30BOM KOopabiie HAIIPOTUB APYT ApPYyTa Ha IOJIy CUAENH JBa YelloBeKa C (OHAapUKOM B
KaloTe.

MyxX4rHa CpegHuX JIeT cJieBa UMeJl JINI0, II0X0XKee Ha XKeWaa, U Kpacusyio 6opoxay. OH U YallIKy
yas B Xopoinux MaHepax. CTapuk, CUASIINI HAallPOTUB HeTo, ObIJI B YePHOM XajaTte U ¢ 6eTbIMu
BOJIOCAMHU. Y Hero OBUIM OCTPHIE TJIa3a U OH ObLT SHepruyHBIM. Yall mepe HUM 0CTaJICs HETPOHYTHIM.

"Banpma Yauxa" - aTo HeOobIasg 6aHIa ¢ MeHee YeM IeCITKaMU YJIEHOB U MSThI0 MPAKTUKYIOIIUMU

TexHUKY Llu. Ecnu MBI XOTUM 3aKOHUUTH 3aflaHKe, KOTOPOe MTpHKa3aj IIPeMbep-MUHUCTP, OHU OyayT
TOJIBKO MemaTh". [loueMy repuor Bai HacTauBaeT Ha 5ToM?" CTaphlid Y4ePHOKOXKUY YeJI0BEK KaKoe-

TO BpeMs JiepKaJl S3bIK 3a SI3bIK, HO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH He MOT He KaJlI0BaThCH.

MyX4rHa CpegHUX JIeT C KpacuBou 60pomon, o uMeHu Bait L[3sHbHAHB, OBIT MMM
IBOIOPOOHBIM GpaToM Bait baoxsna. OH OomyCTHIT YalHUK U C YIBIOKOM cKa3asn: "HaM MpuxoguTcs
VMMeTh [1eJI0 C IPUHIeM AHEeM, HO MBEL He MOXKEM PaCKpEHITh Hallly IUYHOCTh". banna Yanxs monxHa
IIOMOYb HaM CKDHITh HalIlly TUYHOCTE. [locie MHIMEHTa, BCS BUHA MOXKeT ObITh BO3J102KeHa Ha 0aHLOy
Yanxa... C ypokoM JIu I'yaHbIlly, MbI JOJIKHEI OBITE 60JIE€ OCTOPOXKHEL".

Crapblit YepHOKOXKUI xpane. "Jlu Me, 3TOT mapeHb, TOJIBKO YTO BHIIIEN Ha CTANHUIO IU-padUHUHTA,
KaK HacekoMoe. ¢ Mory yOuTh ero B MrHOBEHHUe OKa, He OCTaBUB U cjiefia. Kakas pa3Huua?"

"Her, HeT, HeT. [IoBTOPSIIO elle pa3, Ml ero He yobeM. OH Benukuit [IpuHIl ¥ BUlle-MarucTpaT oduca
Yanbaub. ECy OH yMPET, UMIIEPAaTOPCKHUIL BOP 00513aTENIbHO IIPOBEMIET CTPOTOE PacCiieloBaHueE. ..
HaMm Hy>KHO JHIIIb CXBaTHUTh €T0 ¥ IIOCAaOUTh B TIOPEMY Ha HEKOTOPOE BPeMsi, YTOOLI OH HE CMOT



pacciemoBaTh Aefo B ye3ne XyaHnu. K 3ToMy BpeMeHU MpPeMbep-MUHUCTDP 00BUHUT YaHbaHbCKUMN
Oduc B HEUCTIOTHEHUH CBOUX 00s13aHHOCTEH, 1 OyIeT pa3yMHO OTCTPAHUTD OT JOTKHOCTH
MarucTtpaTta Yanbvanbckoro Oduca". Bait [[3ssHbHAHD YIBIOHYIICS C YBEPEHHOCTHIO.

Crapelil YePHOKOXKUY He coriaceH. "PemutenbHbImn!"

Baii LI3ssHPHAHD CMOTPENT Ha CTapHKa C MPSIMBIM uioM. "Yaub 1I351HX9, TH B ycaub0e mpeMbep-
MUHUCTPa O0JIbIlle fecsiTH JieT. 3a Ballle KyJTbTHBUPOBAHME U 3aflaHus, KOTOPbIE BbI BHITIOJIHUIIN, BhI
MOJIKHBI OBLIIA 3aHATH IIEPBOE MECTO B ycagbbe IpeMbep-MUHUCTPa. Pa3Be TH He MTOHKUMAEIIh,
[I04YeMy ThI 10 CUX IIOP BTOPOH Kjacc?"

Yewn LI3sHXE, CTAPUK B YePHOM, OBIJI OIIEJIOMJIEH U €r0 JIUIIO TOTeMHEeI0, 0€3MOJIBHO.

BpeMH OT BpEMEHHU KTO-TO C 6epera PEKH 3aXO0OUJI B XU2KWHY 1 IIEIITall Boii HSEIHBH&HB.

Boaii LI3ssHpHAHD TOCMOTPEN Ha Yaub LI3sHx%3. "[IpunI] AH npubbii B ye3n XyaHiu. Bel HeMenieHHO
ye3xkaeTe ¢ 6anmor Yauxa. [loMHUTE, IeI0 OOJIXKHO UATH II0 IIaHy 6e3 omuboK!"

Yen 1[3sHX€E BCTAJ C MpayHLIM nuiioM. OH mope3as pyKu B CTOPoHY Bai LI3siHbHAHD U TOKUHYIT
XUKUHY.

Ye3n Xyannu.

Cxknap moka B ye3ne XyaH/IH CTOPeJ, 0OCTaBUB TOJIBKO Pa3BasMHEL. [I0K, KOTOPHEIN PaHbIIE GBI
CBETJIEIM, TEIePhb OB TEMHBIM.

Ha BepImnmHe X07IMa, KOTOPBIA HAaXOMUIICS B KMJIOMETpPe OT IpuYaja, CPefy JePeBbeB CTOSIT HOMHUK C
He 0oJlee YeM TpeMs JOMaMH.

B camom 6ombiioMm moMe Oblla OTPOMHAs Ieub. B meuu OBIIT IOXKap, MO3MHEH HOUbI0. Yell0BEK B
paclBeTe CHJI, OETHIH TONHKO B YEPHBIN KOXKAHBIN (apTyK, 0TOMBA KyBaI0# pacKalleHHBIN KyCOK
TOHKOT'O JKeJjie3a, ero MmoT JIbeTCs, KaK J0KOb. MICKPHI yleTalu BO BCeX HAIPABIEHUSX.

YernoBek Obln cMyTIBIM. OH BBITJISAZIEN YECTHBHIM ¥ OOBIYHBIM, HO MBIIIITH €T0 PYK, KaK MaJeHbKIe
XOJIMBI, IBUTAJINCh BBEPX ¥ BHU3, II0OKa OH Kaydan pykKaMu. Eciu 65l "rojyiogHbie" 61aropoiHbie
JKEHIIWHHBI B ropofe YaHbaHb YBUOENH 3Ty CIIEHY, OHU OBI, HABEPHOE, B3BOJTHOBAJIMCE.

TeMm He MeHee, hopMa TOHKOI'0 XkeJjie3a, KOTOpoe OH KoBaJl, Obljla HEMHOTO CTpaHHOH. [TocMoTpuTe
BHHMATEJIbHO, 3TO OBIJT KyXOHHBIM HOXK, KOTOPHIM BOT-BOT [I0/IKEH OBIJT 00pecTu popMmy.

MyX4rHa COCPeqOTOUMICS Ha KyXOHHOM HOXe. BOpyr 3a joMoM pa3pancs rPOMKUM OETCKUH ToJIocC.
Ero ronoc nponukan. "JIro Jaxen!"



Myx4rHa He OCTaHaBJIMBAJICS, TaK KaK YCIbIIIAl BHE3alHHU U TPOMKUY KPUK. OH TPOMKO OTBETHUII:
"TloyeMy ThI KPUYHUIITL B TIOJTHOYL? Th He 3a0BII CHOBA B3STh TyaJlleTHYI0 Oymary?"

OH ellé He 3aKOHYMIJ CBOU CJIOBA, ¥ Tojioc pebéHnKa ctayn rpomye. OH 3akpudain: "JTio Jaxen! f
3a0bL1 B34Th TyasleTHYy10 Oymary! BrICTpo npruHecu ee MHe!"

JIto [laxxeH He ornsagbiBancd Ha3afd. "Hu 3a yto! Ucnonwe3yu muctes!"”

B TyaneTe 3a momoM royioc pe0€HKa Ha KaKoe-TO BpeMs OCTaHOBUJICS, ¥ BAPYT OH CHOBa 3a3By4Yall.
"3a npepgenamu Moei gocsiraeMoctu!”

JIto [TazkeH OKYHYJI KyXOHHBIA HOXK B XOJIOJHYIO BOAY KeJIe3HbIMU IunuamMu. "Tel 4T0, uguoT? Th
OTIpefieIEHHO He MOXKeIllb NOTSHYThCS [0 INCTHEB, KOTHA MpHCes Ha KOPTOYKH B TyaseTe. Eciau Th
CIIYCTHUIILCS NEepe[ TUCThAMU, Thl CMOXKEITb 10 HUX JOTIHYThCS."

"JTto Maxen! Trl yomomok!"

JTro [TaK9H CYACTIMBO Xpalles ¥ MONHUMAJI MMoA00POI0K, KOTa AyMasl O CMYIIeHUK MaJIbYyuKa.

MuHyTOM [1032K€e BO ABOP CO CTOPOHEI JOMa BOIIIENI MaJbYUK CEMU-BOCEMHU JIeT. TeM BpeMeHeM JIio
IaXXsH yKe BBIHYJI CBOIO TabauHylo TPYOKY, ¥ OH C JIETKOCTHIO pBaj Tabak, CUMsl Ha IIOpOTe.

"JIto [axen! Bornbllle He TPUHOCUTE MHe TyaneTHyio 6ymary! S He 6yqy rOTOBUTH 3aBTPa, YTOOH
TeOe Heuyero ObI0 ecTh!" ManbyuK yKa3aal Ha HOC MY>KUMHEI 1 THEBHO 3aKpUyall.

ITo kpaitHel Mepe, JIto [laxkeH OB GPOH30BEIM, B TO BPeMst KakK MajIb9UK OB YePHBIM, KaK YT OJb.
OH 4yTb He pacmiaBuics Bo TbMe. TONbKO ero 3yOrl BEITISAAEHN TOBOJILHO OebIME, 0COOEHHO B
TEMHYI0 HOYb.

JIto [JaxxaH mpeHeOpeKUTeIbHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha MaJIeHbKOT'0 Ma/IbuiKa, a IIOTOM 3aXker TpyOKy u
OTHYJICS, HaclaXkmasch cBouM TabakoM. "Hy, Torma T He MOXKeIIb 0XKHUAATh, YTO S IOWMar0 Aisl Tebs
prIOy B peke."

CMyTTIBli MalleHbKUY Ma/lbuMK, KOTOPBEIY OBITT 0OUeHb 3071 MUHYTY Ha3al, YyBCTBOBas cebst
IIoflaBJIEHHBIM, KOTfa ycbima 3T0. OH O6bICTpO 1obexKan HaBCTpedy YeJIOBEKY, CBEPHYII IIel0 U
yNBEIOHYIICS mocnyIrHo. "Tlama!"

JTio [JaxkeH TOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY ¥ IIPUTBOPUIICS NTPeHEOPEKUTETLHEIM.

Korga oTel ¥ ChIH CMEeSITIUCh OPYT Haa APYyToM, KTO-TO IIOAOOoIIesI C U3BUJIMCTBIX TOPHBIX HOPOT K
nepenHeI?I 4acTu KOTTeaxa. bes IIPUBETCTBUA OH BOIIE IIPAMO B IBEPL U NAaXKe He BITJIAHYJI Ha JIto
Ha}KSHa. Ox Bomien IIPpAMO B IOM M ITOCMOTPEII Ha KYXOHHBIE HOXKH, BUCAIINE Ha ITOJIKE.



MyxuuHa ObITT OfET B XanaT U3 roy00ro JaoCCKOTo IepeBa, Ha TOJIOBe Y Hero Oblla LIMKUIbKa U3
IIEPCHUKOBOTO IePEeBa, a Ha CIHHE - INHHBIM Med IPUMUTHBHON (GOPMEL. Y Hero OB He3amsTHAHHbINA
TEeMIIePaMeHT, ¥ ero XajaT OwlT 0e3ynpedeH, Kak OyATO OH HUKOTTA He TOPOIHUJICS.

Manpuuk pa3037uics, YBALEB B JOMe NAOCCKYIO HaXaJbIIUIy CO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHEIM B3rIAfnoM. OH
IIPOTSHY Nasel], 4To0bl yKa3aTh Ha 4eJI0BeKa, U XOTeN CKa3aTh Iapy CJI0B. BAPyr oH 4TO-TO
npupymat, u cupocun JIto [TaxkeHa, KOTOPHIHM ObIT crIOKOeH. "THl 3HAEIh 9TOT0 MapHa?"

JTio [TaxkeH BBHIIOXHYJI TIOJTHEIA POT 6eJIoro AkiMa M XOJIOMHO CKa3asl: "f ero He 3Haw".

XoTs ManpuuK ObUT MOJION, OH OBUT yMEH. OH MOT CKa3aTh, 4To JIto [laXKasH jraj, Mo3TOMY OH
TIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTPEJI CBOMMHU SIPKUMH I'Jla3aMy Ha CTPAHHOTO HaocucTta. OH pemut
TIONOKIATh U YBULETb.

"TlepBhilt HOXK LeHTpaNbHOM paBHUHE", KOTOPHIHM B IIPOIIIOM OB U3BECTEH II0 BCe CTpaHe, Tenephb
IIPSYeTCs B MyCTHIHHOM MeCTe U pafoTaeT Ky3HeIloM [Jig Ky3HeYHOI'0 IPOXU3BOMICTBA KYXOHHEIX
Hoxel! Ecnu Halll X035IMH 3HAeT, s He 3HAal0, IPUIET JIX OH CO CBOMM XBOLTHEIM BEHUYUKOM, YTOOBI
noOuTh TeOs TakK CHJIbHO, UTO HaxKke OH caM Tebs He y3HaeT".

Iaocuct IIOCMOTPEIJI Ha KYXOHHBIE€ HOXKHY B IOM€ U YHNXHYII. On OTJIAHYJICA Ha JIto [TaxkeHa C
CapKa3MOM B I'jia3aX.

ManbpumuK MOPTHYJ, IOATONKHY MyKUYUHY K PYKe U BRITJIAAEN TI000nbITHO. "JIfo [[aXK9H, TH IEPBHIH
HOX B lleHTpanbHOM PaBHUHE, 0 KOTOPOM OH IOBOPHUT?"

MyxunHa OblJI 3aHAT KypeHUEM U He OTBETUII.

IaocuCT BEPHYJICS K OBEPH U ITOCMOTPENI Ha Manibunka. "KTo 9ToT crmabak?"

MarneHbKUN MaJlbuUK OepKajcs Mofasblle 0T UHTPUKKY, OOHAKO, YCIIBIIIAB CJI0BA JA0CUCTa, OH OBLI
HecuacTnuB. OH IOOUIPHITHYI U cKa3am: "Trl yomonok! Koro Thl Ha3biBaelib ciabakom?"

HaocucT ObIT paBHOAYIIEH U MIPOMOJIXKAI CMOTPeTh Ha JIio [laxeHa. "Thl KU B YeIUHEHUU BCETO
HECKOJIBKO JIET, TAK YTO 3TOT MaJeHbKUY peOeHOK He MOT OBITh TBOMM ChHIHOM. OH TBO#M y4eHUK? Umu
Balll MPUEMHEBIN CHIH? Ho 0H KaxeTcs HudeM ocobeHHBIM. O, oH yepHbH. O, HET, OH YePHHIH, Osaab!"

ManpynK OBIT TaK 30JI, 94TO T'POMKO KpHUYaJl X XOTeJI Y6I/ITB €ro KyXOHHBEIM HO2KOM.

"CkKaxu MHe, 3a4eM Tl mpuiiien cioga?" JIio JaxkeH HaKOHEI-TO ITIOrOBOPHUII C JTaOCUCTOM.

IlaocuCT IPOTSHYII PYKU U ITIOCMOTPENT Ha IIpUYall B ye3ae XyaHiu. "B Mae 3Toro roga npyn c
3eJIEHBIMHU JIOTOCAMHU, KOTOPBIY OBUI MOAHAT Ha rope Hiomoy, ucues. B ToT nens B CaHKUHTyaHe



IIPOU30IJIa 0KeCcTodeHHas 6oprba. Ho Korpa 5 mo3:ke OTIIpaBUIICS PacCiiefoBaTh 9TO Aejo, 0yaob TO
Hauryn [quitn u3 MmMnepatopckoit ActpoHoMudeckoyt O6cepBaTopun, KOTOPhIM YHUYTOXKUIT
CaHKUHTYaH, UIX MOJIOAbIE JII0aU U3 MMIIepaToOpCcKOro KjiaHa, KOTOPHIX JIu ['yaHblly 3acTaBuUI
npuexaTh Ha ropy HIommoy, oHU He BUJEJU 3eJIeHBIX JIOTOCOB... €CJIHM OBITh TOYHLIM, KDOME OHOTO
Yyeji0BeKa, KpOME [BYX YeJIOBEK".

JIro [TaxK9H 3aKOHYUJI KYPUTh U BHIOUII Ienen Ha nopore. "f yxke ymeén u3 [IKuaurxy u XKui B
yenuHeHuU. Kakoe OTHOIIEHUE 3TO UMeeT KO MHe?"

Iaocuct mocmoTtpen Ha JIto [JaxxeHa u mocMesinics. "KoHeUHO, 3TO KaK-TO CBSI3aHO C TOOOH. XOTS s He
y3HaJl, Ha JaHHBIM MOMEHT OBO€ CaMbIX IT0go3peBaeMuix - CoH Uxkuao u JIu E".

JIro [laxkeH HaxXMypHUJICS.

Haocuct cmesca rpomue. "Bonee Toro, 3aBTpa oHY NIpUOYAYT B ye3n XyaHTU. ITO COBafieHue?
Hutepecno?"

JIro [Ta;k3H He TOBOPWUJI, HO JAOCUCT yKe XJiomnaj B Japoiru. "Kakoe coBnageHue! 9To Tak
uHTEpecHo!"
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