brin YZXKe Bedep, Korga en HaKOHEII Hallllla ApBIO u HI/IMepI/II-O.

[lepenpriruBas ¢ mepesa Ha fepeBo, X1HATa 3a HECKOJIbBKO MUHYT fobpanach J0 HUX U Bblgasa CBOe
IIPUCYTCTBUE, CIIPEITHYB Iepe olaabio Apby. [JeBoYKa C YAUBIIEHUEM YCTaBUIach Ha Hee, HO BCe
JKe CMOrJla YCIIOKOUTH JIOMIa b,

— Punara? Kak TBI?..

— Jlegu Apss! Yto cnyuunocs? Jlopg Ctapk ¢ yMa cxogut! — mepebusa XvHaTa ¢ 0€CIIOKOWCTBOM.
Apbs BHITISIeNIa IPUCTHIKEHO.

— 4d... s1... 9T0 OblIa He MOs BuHaA! ITOT UAMOT Hamnasn Ha Muky! ... — meBo4ka 4yTh He IJIaKaja.

— YcmokowTecs, negu Apbsi, — MSTKO CKa3aja XWHaTa, TPUOIU3UBINKUCE K jTomagyu. OHa IIoMOoriia
IEeBOYKHU CIIYCTUTHCS, 3aTEM CIIOKOWHO IIOCMOTpeIa B I'ta3a OernsgHke. — Temeps pacCKaxKuTe MHE,
YTO TaM CIIy4YHUJIOCh.

Apns BBITEpIIa Ce3bl ¥ Hayasla pacckas3, HuMepus ob6oapsitolie moTepiach TOJI0BOM O ee PYKY.
Bumgrmo, HeCKOMbKO 4acoB Hal3af, KOrfa AeBoYKa OMSATh Urpajla ¢ MUKoHU, K HuM nopouiny J[xohdpu
u CaHca. [TpuHII, yBUOEB 3Ty «TPEHUPOBKY», PEIIUIT 3aCTaBUTh MUKY Cpa3uTcs ¢ HuM. Ho mpoTtus
IIaJIK¥ ChIHA MSICHUMKA, [[2K0(pU peIIui UCII0Ib30BaTh HACTOSIIYIO CTalb.

Muka, KOHEYHO, He CTaJl APaThCs U OB Y2KaCHO HamyTaH, HO [[2Kohdpu mpomonKan TECHUTh €ro U
faxe mopesall MaJb4yUKy I[eKy CBOMM MeYOM. YBUEB 9T0, Apbs yAapuia NpUHIA Hankou, 1 MukKa,
BOCIIOJTb30BABIINCH 3TUM, cOexkasl. B IpocTy mMpUHII KUHYJICS Ha JeBOYKY — B 9TOT MOMEeHT Humepus
Hamana Ha [xkohdpu u ykycumna ero 3a pyky. [locme aToro Apbs BeIOpocUiia MeU IIPHHIIA B PEKY H,
3anpHITHYB Ha JIolIafb, yCKakKasa B Jiec.

— H... 1 He Mory BepHyTCs, PuHaTa! — cka3asa feBoYKa JpOXKallUM I'0JI0COM, CJIE3Hl CHOBA
HaBEPHYJIUCh Ha ee TNla3a. — Ecnu... ecnu g BepHYyCh, oHU 06upsaT HuMepuio!

XuHaTa ycTajno B3moxHyJa. Apbs Obla npaBa; [I:xkoddpu moBen cebsi, Kak Aypak, HO OH Bce elrle Ol
npuHIl. Koponbs Po6epT Mor OBl TOCYUTATh CUTYAIMIO IeTCKOM APaKoii, HO BOJIUUILY 3TO He craceT. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 0OJIbINIasi YaCTh CBUTHI CUKMTAa MUTOMIIEB CTAPKOB IMTPOCTO OMACHBIM 3BEPhEM.

— Y-yro MBI OymeM fenaTh? — CIpocuiia Apbs ¢ 0TYaSHHOM HageXmou. — ¢ He MOTy II03BOJIUTE,
yTo6s HuMepuu cuenanu 6onbHO, PuHaTa! A He mory! IToxanyiicta! — oHa OTKPHITO IJIaKalla, Kak U
MOJIKEH eBITUNETHUH peOeHOoK.

XuHaTa o0HsiIa ee. [leBoYKa phifana B ee 00BSAThSIX, a XbIOTa MHITAJIaCh MPUAYMAaTh IIJIaH, YTOORI
CIaCTH JIIOTOBOJIKA. Ho HUYEero He MOJIy4Yasnoch.

Humepus ycenach psigoM ¢ HUMH, ee YU ObITM IeYasibHO MPUKATH K T0JI0Be. Bomyuiia momkITanach
YCIIOKOUTH X034HKY, TU3HYB Ty B JU10. Bungsd 370, XvHATa TPYCTHO YABIOHYIACH.

IOetu CTapKoB OBIIM KPETIKO CBSI3aHBI CO CBOMMH BOJIKAaMU — OHA BHIEJAa 9TO COOCTBEHHBIMHU
ria3amMu. Bo3MOXKHO, OHU OeWCTBUTEILHO ObIIM TOMAPKOM OT ApeBHUX 00roB ceBepa. CylecTBaMy,
POXKIEHHBIMH, YTOOHI 3auuInaTh Maagmmx CtapkoB. YTo IPOU30MOET, €C/IK CBSA3b OyIeT pa3opBaHa?
Ecnu ogun 13 BoKOB yMpeT? KOHEeYHO, HUYero Xopouero. XuHaTa BCIIOMHUJIA TOT [E€Hb, KOra OHa C
[MMuno mpumiu gomoi K Kube Ha y>KUH U YCIBIIIAMN, YTO HUH-co0aKa Ky3eHa Kubnl moruba Ha
muccuu. ITo cmoBam KuOkwl, g MHY3yKU 04eHb CJI0KHO COMU3UTHCS C APYrod cobaKoii, eciiy rnepBas
yMHpPaeT — BCe JKe OHM IIOJTy4aloT CBOIO IIEPBYI0 co0aKy ellle B JeTcTBe. U eciiu 4eloBeK yMUpaeT



PaHbIIEe cobaku, 1o TPpaguIAM KJIaHd ZKUBOTHOE€ IIPUHOCUTCA B 2KEPTBY, B€b €CJIX 3TOT'O HE
COenaTh, TO cobaka Bce PaBHO YMPET 4Yepe3 IMapy Heaellb, OTKAa3aBIINCh €CTh U IIUTE.

CBa3p CTapKoB C JTIOTOBOJIKaMU Obljla laXKe CUIbHEe — XHWHaTe 3TO CTaJIo SICHO, KOTAa OHa U3yduia
WX aypHl: BOIKY OBITTM HAIIPSIMYIO CBSI3aHH C AyIIaMu aeTei. XuHaTa Oblla CUIIbHO 00eCIIOKOEHA TEM,
Kakoe BIIUsIHUE CMepTh HuMepuu MoXKeT 0Ka3aTh Ha ApbIO.

[leByIIKa CHOBA B3[OXHYJA, y Hee He GBUIO HU MaJIeHIero IOHATHUS, 4TO feynaTth. OHa paccesHo
II0JI0XKUJIA PYKY Ha rojioBy HuMepuu, Kak feiaia MHOTO pa3 [0 3TOro.

OpHako Ha 3TOT Ppa3 OHa IIOYYBCTBOBalla YTO-TO HOBOE.

Bynro cyTs HuMepwuu... HeT, TIOTOBOJIKA... OTIIeYaTanach y XMHATH B pa3yMe... ayiie? OHa 3Hana
pa3Mep BOJIKa, YTO OH eJI, eT0 OBAJKH, CIOCOOHOCTH ¥ MHOZKECTBO JPYTUX Bellel, KOTOPEe OHa
Iaxke He MOTIJIa TOJIKOM OCO3HATh. Komus Bomubed CyNUIHOCTH, HCTUHHAS KapTHHA TOTO, YeM
CYIIIECTBO SIBJISITIOCK.

Korpma nH(popMalys npuiliiia K Hel, 3T0O Ha MTHOBEHUE OIIeIoMuUI0 XHHATy. BmecTe ¢ nuHdopManmen
TakKXKe IPUIIA... CTOUMOCTE, 38 OTCYTCTBHEM JIyUIlIeTo CJIOBa.

Hwuyero He ropops, Xblora JeMMKaTHO OTCTPaHUIach OT Apbpu. OHa X0Tela KOe-4TO IPOBEPUTE.

— Pu-punaTta? — nporosopuia Apbs HEyBEePEHHBIM I'0JI0COM, KOT/la YBUEJIa 3eJIEHYI0 aypy,
OKYTAaBIIyIO €€ MOAPYTY.

«JHeprusi OMHOM 3eJIeHOM 3eMJIH [IJIsT OCHOBHI, U ellle [iBe JTI000T0 I1BeTa, YTOOH MpuaaTh Gopmy», —

nyMasia XvHaTa, HAIlOJIHSS CUJION OTIIeYaTOK CYTH JI0TOBOJKA. OHa yKe CKOHIIEHTPHPOBaja HyKHOe
KOJINYECTBO 9HEPI'HH... OCTAJIOCh TOJIBKO KaK-TO BEICBOOOAUTH ee. Ha MrHOBeHUE, 3aiyMaBIIKCh, OHa
CJI0KUJIa PYYHYIO IedaTh «cobaka».

Kak TonbKO OHa 3TO cfelana, SHeprus Obla 0CBOOOXKIEHa, ¥ B 3eJIEHOM BCIIBILIKE IIepef AByMS
IeBOYKAMH M3 HUOTKYOa BO3HUK eIlle OJUH JII0TOBOJIK, TPAKTUYECKK UIeHTUYHEIM HuMepuu.

XuHaTa X0TS U 0KMfaa, YTO YTO-TO IIPOM30MIET, BCe paBHO OblJla YAUBIIEHA, HO HE TaK CUIBHO, KaK
Appb4.

— YT0?.. Bo uMs ceMu afioB, KaK TH 9TO CHenana?! — CyIopoXkKHO MMPOLIEeITana OHa.

— Crnepute 3a 93BIKOM, Jlefu Apbsi, — peIeKTOpPHO CKa3ana XuHaTa. — Y 1 He COBCeM yBepeHa... —
OHa OCTOPOXKHO IIOAOIIIA K BOJIKY, paccMaTpuBas ero. ENMHCTBEHHEIM 3aMETHBIM Pa3findueM MexXay
3TUM BONKOM U HuMepueii Oblin T71a3a. B To BpeMs Kak Boj4YKila ApbY UMeJla HOpMaJlbHbIEe 30JI0ThIE
rJ1a3a, Y HOBOTO BOJIKA OHU ObUIM OeJble.

Humepus npubnu3unach K HOBUYKY U 00HIOXasla ero. BoJK HUKAK He MpopearupoBal, 0CTaBasCh
IIOYTU HEeeCTeCTBEHHO CIIOKOMHEBIM, €ro I'la3a HEOTPEIBHO CMOTPENX Ha XUHATY. [IOKpyTUBIIKCH
BOKPYT CyIlleCTBa HEKOTOpoe BpeMs, HuMmepus, BUIMMO, pelnuia, 4TO OHO He OIlaCHO, ¥ BEPHYJIach K
Apere.

9TO CyIIecTBO — MPU3BIB? — OILIYIIAIOCh OYeHb cTpaHHO. Korga HuMmepus Havyana 00OHIOXHMBATh
BOJIKa, XMHATa CMOIJIa YBUMIETh IIPOUCXOMSIIINE eT0 I'Ia3aMy, a TakxKe IT0YyBCTBOBAThL BCe TakK, OyATO
BOJTuKIla 00HIOXMBasla YacTh ee COOCTBEHHOT0 Tejla. 3aAyMaBIIKUCh Hafl IOCTIeiHel eTasnbio, XuHaTa
IIOTIBITAJIACh ITOBUTATh BOJIKOM, KaK COOCTBEHHOM PyKOM. HO ¥ OT IIPOCTOTr0 MBICTIEHHOTO ITpUKa3a
TBaph BCTajIa U IePeMeCTUIach Tya, Kyaa X0Tesa X03siKa. He MposBisas HUKAKUX KoneOaHuH,



CymieCTBO Ha4aJIO XOOUTE BOKPYT IIPUI3EIBATETIA, IIOBUHYACH KOMaHOdM XUHAaTHI.

Bce etie 4yBCTBYS ce6s1 CTpaHHOBATO, XMHATa MOILITAlIaCh IPOCTO OTIYCTUTL» CYIECTBO, KaK ObI
paccnabus pyky. CyuiecTBo, OLHaKO, He ynajno 0e3BOJIbHO, a IPOCTO JIETJI0 Ha 3eMIII0, TI0Ka3kbiBasd,
YTO OHO UMEJIO KaKyl0-TO... COOCTBEHHYI0 TUYHOCTH? [laxke ecny oHa Oblla OrpaHUYeHa.

Ona OBlNa Tak yOWBIIeHa 3TOM HOBOM CITIOCOOHOCTHIO, HEOXKUIAHHO J00ABUBIIEIOCS K €€ IO CMEIIHOTO
OBICTPO PACTYIIEMY CIIUCKY, YTO MOYTH 3a0blyia 0 Aphe.

— Punara?
XvHaTa I0OCMOTpeNa Ha Hee. ['ma3a Apbu Bce elre OB IIMPOKO PACKPHITHI.
— YT0 3707?

— IlpussiB... 1 fymaw, — XvHaTa noyecasa 3aThUIOK, 1O CUX I10P HEMHOI'0 B IIPOCTpanuu. — JTO...
KOrfa f I0oJIoXKUIa PyKy Ha HuMepuio, 1 m04yBCTBOBala, YTO MOTI'y... — X1HaTa CHOBa
CKOHILIEHTPUPOBaja 3HEPTrHI0 TPeX CBsA3€eH B CEMNKe JTI0TOBONKA U CII0XKUIa IIedaTh. B HOBOM
BCIIBIIIIKE 3eJIeHU BO3HUK ellle OAuH BONIK. — [IpoCcTo caenaTth 3ToO.

Apbst cMOTpesIa Ha BCe 9TO GOJIBIINMY TJIa3aMH.

— OHu... peanbHBIe? — CIPOCUTIA OHA, IPUOIU3UBIIUCE K OMHOMY U3 KUBOTHAIX U [T0JI0KUB PYKY €My
Ha ronoBy. — boru, Punara... 3T0... TH Kakas-To BegbMa?

— He TOBOpUTE FHYHOCTGIZ. qa YZ&Ke paCCKa3kiBalla BaM, YTO HEKOTOPLIE IITHOOH MOTYT IIPUI3BIBATH
XKHNBOTHRIX, — XOTs 3TO COBCEM HE IMOXOOMJIO HAa KOHTPAKT IIPHU3bIBAd, BHEIITHETO CXOACTBA OBIIIO
JOCTATOYHO, yTOORI Ha3BaTh 9Ty TEXHUKY TaK XKe€.

— 4 mymana, 94TO TBOM paccKa3bl ORI IPOCTO CTAPBIMU JIeTeHIaMu! — BOCKITUKHYIIA Apbsi. XuHATa
TJISTHYTIa Ha Hee, B3[IePHYB OfHY OpOBb. — ¢ He UMeI0 B BUIY, UTO TH Bpasia, HO... HEKOTOPHIE YaCTH
TeX UCTOPUU JOJIKHEI OB OLITH IIPeyBeTMYeHUeM...— OHa CHOBA IIOCMOTpPeNa Ha ABYX MPU3BaHHbIX
BOJIKOB. — WMy, 110 KpallHEX Mepe, 5 TaK AyMaina.

— Hy, Bo BcgKOM ciy4dae, s [yMalo, 4TO 3TO MOXKET OBITh pPellleHrneM Halled mpobIeMbl, — CcKa3alla
XuHaTa, HaUMHas yne0aThcsi. — MBI MOXKeM IIPUBECTH Ha3aj OJHOTO U3 HUX, 4ToObn Humepus He
mocTpagana.

— Ax! Jla! — BIiepBEIe C TEX IIOP, KaK XMHAaTa Halljla ee, Apbsl yiaslOHYynach. — Xopoies umesi! Mul
MOXKEM... IOJOKIH, a ITU LITYKU KUBBEIE? — CIIPOCUJIa OHA B 3aMellaTe/IbCTBe.

— 41... He yBepeHa. B HeKoTOpOU cTeneHn? — XuUHAaTa AEHUCTBUTE/ILHO HE UMeJla IIOHATHUS, KakK 3Ta
crmocoOHOCTh paboTana. — Celidac ObUT paKTUYECKHU MTEPBLEIY pa3, Korha s chefiajia 4YTo-To mMofobHoe.

— Hy... ecTb TONBbKO OfuH Cr1oco0 YTOOH! BHISICHUTH, — CKa3ajia Apbs. Ho MoTOM 4TO-TO IPUIILIIO eH B
ronioBy. — [lomoxau, 94To HaM fesath ¢ Humepueit? Mul He MOXKeM B34Th ee ¢ co0oi!

XuHaTa ImepecTalia yae0aThCs U Cephe3HO0 MIOCMOTpPeTa Ha IEBOYKY.

— Hert, MBI He MOXeM, — OHa II0JI0OKUJIa PYKY Apbe Ha Ijiedo. — HaM npuaeTcs oCTaBUTH ee 3[€eCh, B
necy, — nne4yd ApbU MOHUKIIM, HO XMHATa IPOAOJIKUIIAa: — 3[ech C Hell Bce OyeT B MOPSIOKeE, 3TO
OonbIIon nec, TyT MHOTO efbl. OHa caMbIll KPYIIHBIY XUIHUK B PalioHe, el Oy[eT JIeTKO BBIXKUTE.

Apbs onsATh 3amakana, 00HsANMa HuMepuio, yTKHYBIIUCH TUIIOM B MeX. 3aTeM OHa 4YTO-TO IpOIIenTana



CBOeU BONTYMIIE ¥, BCTaB Ha HOTH, BHITEPIIA C/e3bl, yKa3alla Ha Jiec.
— Wnu, — ckas3ana oHa. — Wigu B 1tec, Temepsb TH CBOOOTHA.

Ho Bonk He gBurancs. XuHaTa IIOHSMNA, YTO Hnmepm{ HH 3a 9YTO HE OCTaBHUT XO3HfIKy, " peIlluniia
BMeIaThcsi. OHa OTIIPaBHJIa CBOETO IIEPBOT'0 BOJIKA K HI/IMepI/II/I, H... Hy... OHa HE€ O4Y€Hb [TOHKUMAJIQ,
4YTO JeETa€T, HO IIOJIOZKHUBINNCH Ha MHCTHUHKTHI BEI3BAHHOT'O BOJIKA, OHa CMOT'JIa 00BSICHUTD BOJI4HIIE,
49TO Ta OOJI2KHa JeJIaTh. HI/IMepI/IH y6e>Kana B Jjiec 3a 6eyIorIa3sIM BOJIKOM.

JIuio ApbH, KOTHa BOJIKY YXOOUIIH, TPOCTO Pa3phiBaio XWHATE Cepalle.

— Mou IIPU3EIB IIOMOZKET ell, — CKa3aJla meBouKe XpiOra. — Onu CMOTYT IIPUCMATPUBATL OPYT 3a
OPYIOM. A CMOT'Yy CBA3aThCA C HUM, BEI BCErga 6y11eTe 3HaTh, 94TO C HI/IMepI/IefI BCeE B IIOPAOKE.

— [Ia... — cKa3aja OHa II0CJie MUHYTH MOJTYaHusg. — Tak OymeT nydire.
— Ila, 9TO TaK.

OG6e Momnyany, MoKa Aphsl He HapyIllIKja TUILHHY.

— Ou, PunaTta? — THUXO cKa3ajia OHa.

XvHaTa IIOCMOTPENa Ha €€ mevdYaJIbHOEe, N3Ma3aHHO€ JIMIIO U TIIOHAIa BCe 6e3 cnoB. OHa 0OHSTIA
OEBOYKY, ITO3BOJIAA ey BBIIIJIaKaThCH.

)%k

OO6paTHO, OHM BO3BpAIIANUCh B MOTYAHUU. XHHATa OblJla OYeHb CMYyIIeHa 04epeIHON CII0COOHOCTHIO,
HO ceryac GBITI0 He BpeMs IyMaTh 00 9TOM.

Korpma oHu mpuOIu3uIKCh K narepio, XMHaTa 3aMeTHIa, YTO OXPAaHHUKY Ha BXOOe HOCHUIIM OJI€XKIH C
KpacHbIME Tepbamu JIaHHKUCTEPOB. YBUOEB 9T0, XblOTa CKa3ajia Apbe IPUBS3aTh KOHS K IEPEBY,
TI0CJIe Yero OHU ITPOKPAIKCh B Tareph, u3beras oxpaHsl Onarogaps ria3aM XHHATHL. Xblora IMOHSIA
CTelleHb paccTpoucTBa ApbH, KOTfa Ta JaXke He 3aMeTula akTuBaluu beskyrana. OHa BOJIHOBaIach
3a IeBOYKY, HO Ha JaHHBIM MOMEHT MOTJIa TOJIbKO II0AAepkKaTh €e CBOUM IIPUCYTCTBUEM.

Korga onu mo6panuck mo martpa Ctapkos, nopa BunTtepdena ycTaBuiacs Ha HUX MIMPOKO
OTKPHITHIMY T'JIa3aMHU.

— Apbsi! — 1OYTH BCKPUKHYJTI OH, OOHSB [[0Yb.

— IIpoctu! f... — meBOYKa MOMBITAIACh YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO jIopa CTapK OCTaHOBUI ee, 0OXBATHUB ee
JIAIIO JTAJOHSIMH.

— C To6oii Bce B mopsAnKe? ITo MOsl eDUHCTBEHHas 3a00Ta, — CKa3asl OH. Aphbsl KUBHYJIA, ¥ OH CHOBa
00HsI ee. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi OH IIOBEPHYJICS K XuHaTa. — Cracu0o, 4To Halta ee, Punara. Ho
Kak xe?..

3aTeM OH 3aMETHIJI BOJIKA PSIIOM C HEH.



— HI/IMepI/IH... BEI IIPUBEJIN €€ Has3aj? — ero riasa PpaCInpuiancCh, OH, Ka3aJIOCh, TOYHO 3HAJI, YTO 3a
9THM IIOCiegyeT.

— Bce B mopsigke. 910 He HuMepust, — cka3ana Apbsi TPYCTHBIM I'0JIOCOM. — JTO IIPOCTO IMPU3HIB.

— Yrto? — nopp CTapk BHITISAAEN COUTEIM C TOJNKY, HO ITpexkae 4eM Apbs CMOTJIa 00BSICHUTE,
CTpPaXKHUK BOLIENI B IITaTEP.

— Jlopn CTapk, MHEI HaIllIX €e JIOIIafib PSMOM C... — OXPAaHHUK, ONETHIH B IIBETA KOPOJIEBCKOTO JOMa,
3aMOJIK, KOT{la 3aMeTul Apbio. — AX, XOPOIIIO, OHa 3[ech. 1 co0BIIy KOPOJIIO.

— Hert Heob6xopuMocTH, — GEICTPO cKa3an opx Buntepdernna. — f moiimy npsimo k PobepTy u
pa3bepych co BceM mpsiMo ceryac. HeT He0OX0OUMOCTH [IeIaTh 3PEJIUIle U3 3TOTO.

OxpaHHUK IIPOCTO KUBHYJI ¥ BHIIIEN U3 martpa. Jlopa CTapk MOMHSIICS C KOJIeH, Jepxka APBIO 3a PYKY.

— PuHaTa, oTBEOM... BONKA... B IUTOMHUK U XOu MeH. A IIOCTAaPAlCh PEIIUTL 3Ty CATyalluIO C
POﬁepTOM OO0 TOT'0, KaK KOpPOJieBa BOEIIUTCA B HETO.

XuHaTa MOKJIOHUITACh B OTBET U GBICTPO BHIIIIA U3 maTpa. OHa XKOaja B TUTOMHUKE OKOJIO ITOJIydaca,
npexpae yeM jopfa CTapk IpUOHIT CO CBOMM ABYPYYHBIM MEYOM 3a CITUHOM.

IeBylllka 3aMeTHsIa eT0 BHUMAaTEebHbIM B3I, 9TO OBIIO T0OX0XkKe Ha TO, KaK OH CMOTpeJI Ha Hee IIpu
IIepBOM BCTpede, HO Ha cell pa3 B3rIsAf ObUI ropa3no rinydxke, Kak OYATO OH TOJIBKO cerdac Io-
HaCTOsIIleMy YBUTEII ee.

XwHaTa MOHsTIa, 9YT0 Aphbsi eMy BCce paccKasasa.

3aTeM Jiopn CTapK TIOBEPHYIICA K BOJIKY X 3aJyM4YHXBO ITIOCMOTPEII Ha HETO, IIPeXKOEe YEM BRITAIIIUTDH
Medq.

KnuHOK HaswBaics «Jlem». ITo OBITIO OTPOMHOE OpyXKKe, KOTOpoe MpuHaAiexkano pogy CTapkos
Gonee yeThpex coTeH yeT. Jlopn Bpax roBopun XuHaTe, UTO MeY CHeNaH U3 0C000T0 Marn4ecKoro
CIJIaBa, KOTOPBIY IPUOAET OPYKHUI0 HEBEPOSTHYIO OCTPOTY U IIPOYHOCTb.

Jlopg CTapk 3aHS7 O3ULKI0 PIIOM C BOJIKOM U ITOCTIe KOPOTKOTO B3TJgfia Ha XUHATY OTPYyOUI eMy
rojyioBy. KopoTkuit 60/1e3HEHHBIM YKOI 03HAaMEHOBAJI 711 XUHATH CMEPTh IPU3BAHHOTO KUBOTHOTO.
[ eBymka Oblla HEMHOTO YOUBIIEHA TEM, YTO faXKe II0CJIe CMEPTH CO3[MaHHOE €10 TeJI0 OCTAIOCh
nensiM. Jlopn CTapk mo3Bast CIyT ¥ IPUKA3ajl UM CXKedb TEeJI0, a II0CTIe OTIPABUTh KOCTH B
Bunrepdemnn.

Xblora ABUHYJACh BIepe[, YToOb ITOMOYE CIyraM, HO JIOpH [ABUKEHUEM PYKHU CKa3as ey cliefloBaTh 3a
HuM. OHu nouum o6paTHO, opa CTapk He CKa3asl HU CJI0Ba 10 I0Opore. OTO HEPBUPOBAIO XUHATY.

Korpga nopx Ctapk, HaKOHell, 3aTOBOPUJI, €T0 CJI0Ba YOUBUIIU €e€.

— Twt ucuenuna bpana, — 9T0 OBLIO YyTBEPXKAEHNE, @ HE BOIPOC. XMHATa YOUBIEHHO IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha
Hero. Jlopa nmosicaun: — Tel cKa3ana KeuTnuH, 4To He MpUHOCHUIA el 4au. Meiictep JIi0BUH mepeq
OTHE3IOM COOOIITNI MHE, YTO U3 er0 KaOMHeTa IIPoIajio CHOTBOPHOE 3ebe. M Mos KeHa BCIIOMHUIIA,
YTO y 4asi ObLI CTPAHHBIHM ITPUBKYC.

— HO}KaJ'nyICTa, IIPOCTUTE MEH, HO A OOJIZKHa OblJIa... — OHA IIOIILITANIACh OIIpaBOATLECHA, HO JIOPA
CTapK OCTAHOBHII €€.



— Tebe He 3a 4TO U3BUHATCS. MBI ¢ KEUTIUH yKe 00CyIUIN CUTYalnIo ¥ MIPUIIIU K BEIBOAY, YTO THI
TIOCTYIIXJIA IIPABUIIBHO. B TOM COCTOSTHMM MOSI XK€Ha IOIbITaack Obl ToMeIaTh Te0e, YTO Ol TH He
menasna. YCHIIUTH €€ ObIJI0 eIMHCTBEHHBIM BHIXOIOM, — 3aTE€M OH IIOCMOTpeJ Ha XUHATY C J06poi
ynbIOKOM. — PuHAaTa, TH CIlaciia XXU3Hb MOEMY CHIHY, a TakxXkKe yOeperia ero oT XXKU3HU KaleKu. 3a 3TO0
IPUMH Be4HYI0 01arogapHOCTb OT MEHS ¥ MOel ceMbH, — XHHaTa IT0YyBCTBOBasa, KaK KpaCHEeT OT
€ro CJIOB, HO OH ellle He 3aKOHYMI. — Celyac MBI MOkKeM 00CYOUTh TO, UTO Thl MOXKeIlb MHE
pacckasaTh 0 CBOMX... CIIOCOOHOCTSX. 4 o6elrato, 4TO Ha 3TOT pa3 IOBEPIO BO BCE.

OHuU TyNSY 110 OKPECTHOCTSM Jlarepsi, Toka XuHaTa 00bsICHsIa eMy Bce, Kak Moria. OHa
pacckasaja eMy, Kak Ha caMOM [ieJjie [omnajia B 3TU 3eMJIX (OHA MONbITalaCh U3BUHUTHLCS, HO JIOPL
CTapk yCIIOKOHUJ ee, CKa3aB, YTO BCe B IIOPSIOKE), O CTPAHHOM 3HEPTUH, KOTOPYIO 0OHapykumia 3[ech,
¥ KaK 3TO IOMOTJIO ey criacTy bpaHa u Humeputo. Jlopg CTapk nompocus HeGOobIIyio
IEMOHCTPALHXIO, TaK YTO OHA Iope3ajia KOHYMK Iajiblla U UCIeJIAIia ero 3eJIeHOM CUJION.

XwuHaTa OBlJIa Ha cepeguHe pacckKasa O TOM, KaK SHeprus BunTepdernia caMa MOJKIYNUIIach K Hel
(mopm Crapk yneIOHYJICS, KOTHa OeBYIIKa IMOAeuIach C HUM CBOEHM Teopueil o ToM, uTo Bunrtepdenn
3aboTtutcst o0 CTapkax), KOTfla OHM 3aMETHIIM, YTO KTO-TO MPUOIHUKAETCS. DTO OBIJT 0U4EeHb BHICOKUM
YeJIOBEK B YePHOM [IOCIIEXE, CO CTAPHIM 03KOT'OM, KOTOPBIM ITOKPHIBAJI IIOYTH IIOJIOBUHY €r0 JIUIIA.

Canpop Knuras 4To-TO TalllWa Ha CIIMHE U, KOTHa IofoIes, Opocun 3To nepep nopaoM CTapkoM u
XWHATOH.

— MEHI He Hallllln BaIlly OI€BYOHKY, CTapK, HO MEI HalllJIX ChIHa MACHHUKaA.

XuHaTa OKPYTJIUIa T7la3a u nmopbekania K Telny. YBUIEB, UTO 3TO NeNUCTBUTENbHO ObUT MUKa, OHa
IpUKycuia rydy. Apbs II0X0 PUHSIa noTepio Humepuu, HO Korja oHa y3HaeT 00 yOuiiCTBe CBOETO
npyra, To OymeT B oTYasiHUM. XMHATa caMa He OYeHb XOPOIIIO 3Hajla ero, HO OH Bcerya OblT 04eHb
BEXKJIUBBIM U JOOPEIM.

OcmaTpuBas Tejo, OHa 3aMeTHIIa paHy, KOTOPoit oH OblT youT. ®opMa TOUHO COOTBETCTBOBAJIA MEUYy
Kmnurana...

— BrI ymapumu ero ¢ Hackoka, — CKa3asna XMHaTa, Ipexpe 4eM CMOIJia OnepHyTh ce0si. — OH
IBITAJICS y0eXKaTh... ¥ BBl IIPOCTO YOUTIH €ro.

— Hy u 4t0, meBouka? — cupocun Knuran pa3gpaxkeHHo. — Y Tebs eCTh KaKHe-TO MPoOIeMsl C
3TUM?

XuHaTa cxaja KyJlaku, HO coepKanach. HUKTO He MonIKeH Tak IPOCTO OTHOCUTHCS K yOuicTBy. He
OBIII0 HUKAKUX ITPUYMH, 110 KOTOPEIM M1Ka He MOT OBITh TPOCTO 3aXBadeH U MepefaH KOPOJIIO s
PelIeHns eTo AaabHeuei Cyab0b.

Knuras cobupascst 4To-TO CKa3aTh, HO jopa CTapK CMEepHUIl ero IeAsHBIM B3TJIS0M, TaK YTO BMECTO
3TOTO OH MPOCTO paccMesisics U yuen. Jlopg CTapk TsAxkKeJo B3MOXHYI U IIPUCETT PSIOM C TEJIOM,
yTOOB OCMOTPETH paHHl. [Iociie MUHYTH MOJTYaHUS OH 3arOBOPHII CHOBA:

— Punarta, MHe HY2KHO ITIOITPOCUTH TebsT Koe 0 4eM.
XuHaTa IIOCMOTPeENIa EMY B I'Jla3a U 3aMEeTHIIa, KaKUMHU YCTAJILIMU OHU OBLIH.

— Koponesckas I'aBaHb ropa3smo omacHee BuHTepdenna. 9T0 CTAaHOBUTCS OUYEBUIHEE C KaXKIbIM
nHeM. Korma mel mpubyneM, Ha MeHs JISIZKeT MHOTO 00s13aHHOCTeH... ¥ Koe-KaKoe paccieqoBaHue, —
€ro B3TJISM CTajl ropa3fio cepbe3Hee. — A Oyay CIUIIKOM 3aHAT, II09TOMY MHE HYXKHO, YTOOHI THI



no3aboTusiach 0 6€30IaCHOCTY MOUX [JOYEpen.
XuHaTa CKJIOHUIACH B INTyOOKOM IIOKJIOHE.

— Hert HyXpgw! mpocutsk MeHs, opy CTapk, g cuenana Ovl 3TO B 11000M cinydae. Ho TOCKOIBKY MBI
roBopuM 06 3TOM, S IlaM BaM CJIOBO, YTO OyAy 3aIlMIIATh UX faxe [EHOM CBOeH XXKU3HU, — OHA
PeLIuTeNIbHO IOCMOTPeJIa eMy B T'la3a. — W g HUKOT[a He OTCTYIa OT CBOEro CJIOBa.

Jlopn CTapk MpOCTO KUBHYJ Ha 3TO U MOIHSIIICS.
— JlaBali TOXOPOHUM GETHOT0 MalbuiKa. Mbl MOKEM 3aKOHUKTD Halll PA3TOBOP IIO3XKeE.

X#uHaTa IoMOrja €My U ClIyraM C norpe6eHHeM, HO BO BpeMs BCEro Ipoiecca OHa TO U OeJl0
BO3BpalllajiaCbk K MBEICIISIM O Knurase u ero cioBax. Bo3aM0oXKHO, BIIEPBEIE B 2KMN3HU XuHaTa KOro-To
NCKpPEHHE BO3HEHABHUIEJIaA.

Ho ceituac 3T0 He uMeno 3HaUeHNUs — Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO NHel OHU IpuenyT B Koposnesckyio ['aBaHs.
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