I'maBa 23 - 3HaKOMCTBO C TOMAIlIHUM IHUTOMIIEM

EBCTHS CHOBA MOMBITAICS KpPEIIKOo OOHSITh MEHH], YTOOHI HE OaTh yIIaCThb.

- “KOHTPAKT - 9TO BCEro IHUIlh KOHTPAKT.”

9TO 03HaYaJjo, 4YTO OH BCe PaBHO XOTelJI, yTOOHI 51 IOMYKMHHUIACh. BHE3AIIHO OH II0Ka3aJIiCsl MHe Kpyue,
4YeM pPaHbIlle, 3aCTaBJIsAd MEHSA CHOBA U CHOBA TEPETH I'JIa3d. Bo3Mo0OxKHO, 13-3a TOTO, YTO I Xopo1iio
CIlajla U €Jla, OH Jazxe Ha4daJl MHE€ HPaBUTCA.

WM3-3a mabupuHTa, Yepe3 KOTOPHIM MHI IIPOILJIH, Ha ero IojioBe ¥ YHU(OpMe OBIII0 MHOT'O BETOK U
TUCTHEB. B oTnuuuu 0T MeHs. 9 OBICTPO CHsiJIa BCE TUCThS C T00Bbl EBCcTUY. Bhiyla mpuyuHa, mouemy
MBI PEIINUII TPOUTH Yepes3 JTaOUpPUHT, a He BHIOpAsu JIeTKUN My Th.

‘Yoexats ot Ilepce', - 9T0 TO, UTO OBUTAET TOOOM, EBCTHS BrceHHa

B nmabupuHTe OBIII0 MHOTO KOJIIOYHX KYCTOB, B KOTOPHIX OBIITM CMepTebHEe sigbl. M3-3a 9Toro EBCTHS
BBIHY2K[IeHa ObI/Ta UOTH 110 JaOUPUHTY, ep2Ka MeHs B CBOMX PYKax, X er0 YHH(pOpPMa CMsIach U
TIope3asiach, B TO BpeMst KakK MOs 0CTaJlach YMCTOH. [lazke HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO ero ¢opMa Ovlia
MCIIOPYEHA, B HEM BCE ellle YYBCTBOBAIOCH JOCTOMHCTBO BIIafieNiblia 3aMKa.

‘OyeHb UHTEPECHO, S YYBCTBYIO 3allaX I[BETOB ... 3TO MIOTOMY, YTO MBI IIPOIIIYN Yepe3 TabupuHT? ’

4 He Morna cka3aTh IIPpUYXHY, HO €r0 PYKH OBITIM OYEHb YIOTHBIMH. 311er OBITI0 Jaxe YIOTHee, 4eEM B
PYKax 'y H_IapKI/Ica. B sToMm, monxKHO 6LITI>, " 3aKITI0YaeTCA Pa3HUIld MEXOYy OTIIOM, KOTOpHﬁ 3HaeT,
KaK 0OHHMMaTh pe6eHKa, " 6paTOM, KOTOpBIfI HE 3HaeT, IIPABUJIBHO €TI0 OePZXKAaThb.

‘Pa3Be oH He 4yBCTBYeT 00JIb, KOT/Ia €T0 IlapalnaeT SA0BUTas BeTKa?'

4 moyecana mieKy, rasgs Ha EBctuio. XoTh OH He 0BT MOUM OHMOJIOTMYECKHUM OTIIOM, HO OBIJIO KOE-4TO
YTO HAC 00BLEIUHSAIIO.

‘Y Te06ss UMMYHUTET K STy, KaK U y MeHs.’

910 OBIN GaKT, KOTOPHIM g Y3Hasla COBCEM HelaBHO. DTO ITPOU3O0IIIIO U3-3a sifa, KOTOPHIY chesall
MeHs1 pebeHKOM? ¢ cripocuia OOKTOpa, C KOTOPHIM BCTpedasach paHee, II0YeMy y MeHS UMMYHHUTET K
any. OH BHIISITEN 03aflaYeHHBIM U TOJIBKO IIOBTOPSJI TO, YTO Y MEHS CTPaHHOE TEeJIOCTI0KEHUE .

‘MozxkeT OBITh, TOKTOP TOXKE He 3HAaeT OTBeTa?’



B mo6oMm cnydae, nydire ObITh HEBOCIPUUMYKUBEIM, YeM He UMETh UMMYHUTeTA. [lyMast 00 9TOM, 5
CHOBA MPUCJIOHUIACH K pyKaMm EBcTuu. HaxomuThcst B ero pykax ObIJIO Tak ke yooOHO, KaK JexkaTh Ha
MSTKOM KpoBaTH. Tak uTo 51 60/IbIIE He X0Tesla XOOUTh ofHa. Haxomsich B ero 00bATUSIX, ST MOJIUIIACE,
yToOHI [lepce, Bolenuui B TaOUPUHT BCIIeM 3a HaMu, He 3abayquics. B oTmaneHuu mOCBIIIaNCs
3BYK, Kak Oy[TO KTO-TO B3MaxHy/ MeuoM. Co3[1aBanoCh BleyaTieHue, 4To Benukuii ['epiior HaBOguT
TIOPSIIOK B camy. Vinmu 4To OH, HammpuMep, 3aTesiy Ay3Jb CO CIyraMu ceMbU BuceHHa.

[Tepce B 3Tu MHM Ka3aJiCsd OYeHb TUXKUM. [la, ero 4yTh HE OTPABUIIM, HO OH OBITT HE U3 TeX IapHeH,
KOTOPEIE TIPeIIIOYUTAIOT 3aTauThCsI. BO BCAKOM CiIy4ae, 9TO He Ka3asioch OOJIBIINOoH Mpo6ieMoit, 3a
HCKJIIOYEHKNEM TOT'0, IIPeCTasl BEIIOIHITL CBOM 0053aHHOCTH KaK Benukoro I'epiiora, KOTOpEIe
3aKJTI0YaJIMCh B TOM, YTO HY2KHO OBITh TOTOBBIM K BOMHE X BECTH CBOHM BOMCKa B OOI.

- “Axxxxxxxxx !!!”, - KpHK 371071e€B TOHECCS U3TaleKa.

- “BepnHble cCagOBHUKY BrCeHHB”, - { B3gOXHYa U OT/IsAAEeNach 10 CTOPOHAM, YBUMEB Kyda
HampasisgeTcd EBctusg BuceHHa. EBCTUS HallpaBUIICS K OKpalHe 3aMKa.

MHe Heuero ObIJI0 €My CKa3aTh, II03TOMY 5 OTJIAfieNiach U YCIIbIIIaa HeXKHEIN T'0JI0C.

- “HeT HMKAKOTO cItoco0a MOKWHYTh CeMbi0 BuceHHa.”

OTu croBa OBITH CKOpEe MyTaloIUMU, YeM ClIafakuMu. YToOw momacTh B BuceHHy, BbI HOTKHEL OBLTH
OBITH XOPOIIIHX 0 KpaiHei Mepe B UeM-TO OJJHOM, II0 KpaiHei Mepe, B OHOM, HO e IMHCTBEHHEII
CItoco0 YHTH U3 CEMBH - 9TO PACCTAThCS CO CBOEH XKM3HBI0. Kopoue roBopsi, ceMbst BuceHHa Oblyta
TIOPBMOH, T KaXXOBIH MOJIKEeH ObIT yMepeTh, Tepefl TeM Kak IOKUHYTE ee.

¢ crelana, YTO OH IOAMUCAN KOHTPAKT, YTOOK HAPYIIUTh 3TO IPABUI0, HO EBCTHST H3MEHUII CBOEMY
cIoBy. ITO OBLIO MOAJIOE MOBefeHUe. d mogyMana, He mobaarogaputs iy MHe TeOs? Eciu OB s1 MOTTIa
BEPHYTHCS Ha TPU TOfla Ha3afl, 51 ObI XOPOIIEHHKO TOJyMasia FojI0BOM mpexkie YeM MPUHUMATh KaKoe-
6o peleHue.

- “¥Vx TBI, KaK uHTepeCcHO. OKa3bIBAETCS, 9TO TOXKU3HEHHBIN KOHTPAKT!”

4 nmpogeMoHCTprpoBaia abCOMIOTHO GabIIMBYIO0 peaKlnio, SKOOE OT BCETO CepMlia, B OTBET Ha CJI0Ba
EBctuu. Tak Kyga XKe MH Tellepb HanpasiseMcsi? FIMEeHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT 51 cobupanach 3afiaTh 3TOT
Boripoc EBctuu. Ho BApYT s 3aMeTHIIa, UTO ITepefio MHOM IOsIBUTIach ITUIA, KOTopas Oblla maxke
Oonbille, YeM TOT BOJIKOTIOAOOHEIM MOHCTP, KOTOPHIM coOMpascs MeHS CheCTh.

_ ”XyK . ”

4 cmenmana KOpOTKui BHOX. OTISOEeBINUCE, s TIOHS/A, YTO Y2Ke MBI BRI U3 Ta6UPUHTA U 0KA3aJUCh
Ha OKpauHe 3aMKa ['paHamopp.



- “JT0 MO ITHUYKA.”

Korpma s nposBuia Npu3HaKu CTpaxa, EBCTUS CKa3asla KOe-4TO HeJleloe ... 9TO XXe BuBepHa, 1 Bce
3TO 3HAIOT.

EBcTus, KOTOpI:IfI TOJIBKO 4YTO Jep2Kall MEeHA B CBOUX O6'B${TI/IHX, ocenia BI/IBepHy GBICTpee, qeM A
yCIieJla CKa3aTh XO0Thb CJIOBO.

- “Cuanb, oTHHIHE Te0e MpUAeTCs MPUBHIKATD K II0JIeTaM Ha MoeM BopoOre.”

HukTo HUKOTIa He 03BOJIsiI ce0e Ha3hBaTh BUBEPHY BOPOOBEM ...

[To3xke s y3Hala, 4TO 3TOr0 camila BuBepHb 30ByT Yupuk. 4 3a0panack Ha CIUHY MITHUIEI BMECTE C
EBctueii. Cenyio OBIIIO OYeHb HEYCTOMYMBHIM. Kak TOJTbKO MBI CEJTH, TUTAaHTCKasl BuBepHa B3MbIIa B
He0o U 3axJjiomnaa KpelabsiMu. B MrHOBeHUE 0Ka UMPUK 0TBaXKUIICS MPUOTU3UTLCA K MOPCKOMY
rOopu30HTY. XOJIOOHEIN BETEP 3aCTaBUJI MeHS 3aKPHITh I'Jla3a ¥ 3aKpUyaTh.

- “Aaaaaaaaaaal”

4 6otoch BEICOTHI! BO3MOKHO, OBLI0 OB Iy4Ille TOBECUTh MEHS Ha IEeCTUITAXKHYI0 OAIlIHIO.
VHCTUHKTUBHO 4 IIPOTSAHYJA PYKY K EBCTUH.

- “Onyctute meHs!”

BuBepHa, 04eBUIHO [10X0XKas Ha CBOEr0 X0351MHA, YIbIOHyIach, 00HaXUB 3y0Obl. [Jaxke 3TO Tymoe
YymoBHIIlEe, Ka3aJI0Ch, 3aMETUJIO, YTO S 00I0CH BHICOTHL. Y MeHs OBIJIO OIIyIIeHUE, YTO MOE II0JI0KEeHNe
3[ech HUXKe, YeM Y BUBEpHHIL.

Hecmortps Ha To, uTo EBCTUS He mepxKas IMOBOAbS Kpenko, BuBepHa, KoTopas Obljia Tak ke 0e3yMHa,
KaK ¥ ee X0341H, ITOHSJIach B BO3AYX Ha CyMacIlefliei CKOPOCTH.

- “IIa 3gpaBcTBYyeT ®peiisi!”, - MOU roJ10C BO BpeMs MOJIUTBEL TOHYJI B 3ByKaX, UCXOOALIUX OT KPLLJIbEB
BuBepHEL.

- “THI MOXKEIIb CECTh ¥ IIPOKATUTHCS, OMHAKO He MOXKEIIb COUTH.” - MHe I0Ka3asioch, YTO BuBepHa
IIEITAETCSI JOHECTH [0 MEeHSI UMEHHO 3TO.

4 Bupmena aTo B poMaHse. [loe3gka Ha TaKOM MOHCTpPe MOXKET COKPATUTh HeJeJIbHYIO II0e3IKY 10 TPeX
nHel. Y 94To youBUTENbHO, OJTMKAUIINM HaCeJIeHHBIM IIYHKTOM OT 9TOT'0 MeCTa SBJIsach CTOJIMIIA,
reploT YaCTO UCIO0JIb30BaJl 3TOT HEOOBIYHEIN U, MOKHO CKa3aTh, BOIIIEOHHIN Cc110Co0 1ojieTa, YTOOR!
3amyraTh YIMIIepaTopcKyio CeMbIO.



- “mniepckuit CeKpeTapraT 3aKPHIBAETCS B IIECTh YaCOB Beyepa, TaK YTO HAM HAJ0 IOCIEIIUTh,
Cuamnn.”

[ITym BeTpa 3aryyman To, YTo roBopmI EBcTus. Y MeHs OBIJIO TaKoe 4yBCTBO, YTO MO OGapabaHHEIE
IIePETIOHKH CKOPO JIONHYT. JIerKUM [BUXKEeHUEeM PyKH, EBCTUS YCIIOKOUI BO3YX BOKPYT Hac. Betep
BCe ellle ObUI CUJIEH 3a IIpefelaMy BUAMMOI0 IPO3pavyHoro 6apbepa, CO3MaHHOI0 er0 PYKOH.

BricnywaB EBcTuHIO, 4 3a11030a/10 CIIpOCUIIA.

- “4T0 ecnu MH IIO€HEM 3aBTpa ...”

4 cobupanach CIpOCUTh, MOXKEM JIM MBI II0€XaTh 3aBTPa, HO O yauBIeHa, EBCTUS OoTpyraj MeHs 3a
momo0HOe Hejernoe IpeToXeHue.

- “3aBTpa MOXeT He HaCTyIUTb HUKOTrAa.”

Omo3gaHKe Ha ieHb He 03HAYaeT, YTO THl He CMOXKEeIIb 9TOTO ceflaTh HUKoraa! A cuepxkania ciae3sl U
00HsINIa repifora 3a mero. IIpomeHre 00 yqouepeHun OBII0 He TakK YK ¥ BaxKHO. [ToueMy MBI ye3xKaeM
UMEHHO celiyac? f BOPYT MCIyraiiach ¥ CxBaTuIa EBCTHIO 3@ r0JTOBY. M s THXO BHIPyTaiach B €T0
afpec.

- “Teniepd THI OyOellb BEYHO €CTh TOJILKO BIaXXHOE IedeHbe.”

EBcTH, cnerka npupepxKuBas MEHSI OOHOU PYKOU, CMeSJICS HaJo MHOU.

- “Ecnu TH yIafelnsb 34ech, TO MBI He CMOXKeM HauTU TBOe TeJlo.”

4 oTmycTHIa ero BOJIOCH, IPUTBOPSISACH, UTO 3TO Oblyla omuOKa.

- “3ayeM BHI IIyraeTe MeHs, repuor EBcTHS, BB XKe CKa3aliu MHe, YTOOHI JOBEPUIIaCh BaMm.”

- “OT0 0YeHb MUJIO C TBOEH CTOPOHEI, CH3/b.”

[Toka s CTOsi/Ia HEMOABUKHO, YTONKHU I'y0 EBCTUY crlerka npumogHsnuchk. Mol HOBBIN 0oTell, EBcTus
Bucenna, 6611 HecpaBHEHHBEIM 3710feeM. Y BoT Mbl ¢ EBCTHEN TPUOLIIY B CEKpeTapuaT
MMIIEPATOPCKOTO IBOpa. XOTs CUTyauus TaM Oblila He 0YeHb XOpOIIasi.

- “THI TIJI0XO BBITIOTHSAEIIH CBOU 00513aHHOCTH, XOTS TBOM PYKH B IIOJIHOM IIOpsiake.”

Ot yrpo3 EBctuu nmuiio cekperaps mobesnesno. JIFoaou 4acTo rOBOPST:



- “Ecnu BB XOTUTE YBUMIETh HCTUHHHIN XapaKTep YejioBeKa, TOCMOTPUTE, KaK OH oOpalaeTcs co
CBOMMH IIOOYMHEHHBIMH.”

Ecnu ObITh OOJIEee TOYHOM, IIOCIOBHIIa TOBOPUT O TOM, YTO €CJIM XOUelllb y3HaTh YeJI0BeKa I0IydIle
IIOCMOTPH, KaK OH cpabaTkeiBaeTCsl C PYTUMHU JitogbMu. B 3ToM cMeiciie EBcTust BuceHHa OB XyAIIIM
6occoM Ha cBeTe. CaMoe nedaabHOe, YTO er0 OTHOLIEHKEe K IOOYMHEHHBIM U OTHOIIEHUE K
Ha4aJbHUKY ObIJIM ONMHAKOBLIMHU.

Mot HOBHIM OTell, EBCTUsI BuceHHa, 4YeT0BEK MMOCTOSTHHBIN. 3aKOHE UMITepur ['mOpuir oKa3aauch
HeoXupgaHHo cTporuMu. OH JoJKeH OB II0oJaTh 3asBeHre 00 YCHIHOBJIEHUN B CEKpeTapuar
HAXOOSIIUNCS B 3aMKe UMIIepaTopa, 3TO OBIJIO CAeIaHO IS TOT0, YTOOR HUKTO HEe MOT YCHIHOBUTH
KOro-Tu60 caMoCTOsITeTbHO. CeMelHOoe ITpaBo CcTano 60jee CI0KHBIM IIOCIE TOSBIIEHUS CEMbU
Bucenna.

K cuacTsio, cekpeTaph He 3afjaBajl TaKuX BOIPOCOB, Kak “CKOIBKO ¥ Bac meHer?” i : “CKOJIbKO Y
Bac xkeH?” - “A CKONBKO y Bac gereu?”

Ho Ha TO, 4TO0OH TOOATh 3asiBIeHUEe 00 YCHIHOBJIEHUH, VIIJIO IOBOJIbHO MHOTO BpeMeHu. [1poiio Tpu
yaca C TeX Iop, Kak MHI ¢ reprioroM EBctust mpuOsin B 3aMoK CekpeTapuara.
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