[TpuunHOM ero 6eCIIOKOMCTBA CTala He Marudyeckas IpUpPoaa BCEX MPEeIMETOB B KOMHATE: OT
KPYTJIOTO CTOJIa M3 YEPHOT'O MaxaroHa 0 OOMTHIX IIENTKOM Kpecesl. M He B IJIOTHO PaCCTaBIIEHHBIX
MacCHBax, OKpyXKaBIIUX IToMelleHre. Bo BpeMs CBOMX YaCTHIX BU3UTOB B KOPOJIEBCKHUI iBOpel] JIuT
BUIET U He TaKoe. Ka/maH cuaen Ha IIPOTHBOIIOJIOKHON CTOPOHE KPYTJIOTO CTOJIa, a ITOMOJIOMIEeBIIHH
rpad KcombBep CTOSINT IPSMO 3a CIIMHOM CBOET0 X03sinHa. C JTIeBOKM XKe CTOPOHHI BOCCEan CKelerT,
KOTOPHIM, HECMOTPS Ha CBOIO THUIYIO IIJIOTh U MBUIBHYIO OfleXKAY, U3/Iydall TaKylo BeIN4eCTBEeHHYIO
aypy, Kakou JIuT HUKOTrga npexne He Bupen. Yepes JKu3HeHHBIN 0030p 9TO CYLIECTBO HATIOMUHATIO
COJHIlE, ¥ JIUTY He COCTaBUJIO TPy/a pasrisfgeTh B HeM [TpoOyKAEHHOTO U TUYa.
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T'opon OTpe, 3an cobpaHuit ACCoIMalliy Maros.

JIuTy ocTaBanoch 4yTh OOJMbIIE ABYX YAaCOB, HO €T0 HEMHOTOYMCIIEHHBIE BEIU Y2Ke BECUIH B PyKax
THCTH KaK KaMelIKy. Bpemst 0T BpeMeHu OHa IMPHUMeHs/Ia K HUM BOApOCTh, UCITOIb3Ys UX OTTHCK,
4yTOOBI YBEPUTD Ce0si, YTO e€ OpaT BCE eIle KUB.

[>)XUpHYU He BOJIHOBAJIACh 3a HETO, HO TEM He MeHee e€ B3I He OTPHIBAJICS OT HOXKeH ['eTiikumepa,
JleXKaBIIUX NIPsIMO Ha cTose. OHa XOpOIIo MOMHMIA, KakK Joaro oHu ¢ ®nopuent yropapusanu OpuoHa
chenaTh Med B IOJapoK JIUTy Ha OeHb poXKOeHUs. ITO ObIJIO IPYTOEe BpeMsi, BpeMs, KOTfia KJIMHOK
ObLT HEUTO OOJIBIIUM, YEM IIPOCTO OPYAUe AJsg youiicTBa. [1s1 [[2KMPHU OH OBITT CPEICTBOM
IOCTUXKEHUST MHOTHUX Iesied. OH momkeH ObUT TOMOYb JIUTY OCTAThCS B KUBBIX CPEOU Xaoca J1Io00ro
moJist 60s1. [apaHTUPOBAThH CUACThe e€ mouepu, Omopuu. 3aI0KUThL OCHOBEI OTHOIIIEHUH, KOTOPLIE
IIPUHECYT CJIaBy ceMbe JDpHAac. E€ manblibl MOrIaguin pyKosiTh Meda, paclio3HaB CIedbl MacTepCTBa
CBOEro XXKeHuxa. Bcé 9To ObIJIO B IPOLIIOM, 3aCTaBisasd [[KUPHU OQHOBPEMEHHO JIIOOUTH U HEHaBUIETh
3TOT XOJIONHBIM KYCOK MeTaslla. B e€ rina3ax OH XpaHUII CJTUIIIKOM MHOTO HEBBIITOIHEHHBIX O00eIlaHmii
M XKeJIaHW#, KOTOPhle TaK U He COBLTUCE.

Kamurna ycraBuiach Ha CBOO ITyCTyI0 pyKy. OHa MoOrIJIa IOK/ISICThCS, UTO OIIyllaia ero Temmuoe
IpUKOCHOBeHME. E€ MbIc/iu OBIIM IPHKOBAHH K 00pa3y KaMennu, KoTopas Xkpaajia e€ B HOMepe 0Tes.
OHa nepesesna e€ B OTpe U3 CBOeY KBapTUPH Yepe3 HeCKOJIBKO NHeH I0Ce Ilepee3fa, He XKeas
BUZIETH €€ rubesb n3-3a MAHUNYISAIUN KoMaHaupa bepuoHa.

«4 moHMMal0, YTO Mbl 3HAKOMBI HE[JO/IT0, KaK 1 TO, YTO C Hadaja 3TO¥ MHUCCUU MBI Onlu He Oomee
4yeM CcocegsaMHu II0 KOMHATe OO0 CETOOHAIITHETr 0O Bedepa. Torma ImoyeMy MHe 00JIBHO OT TOTO, YTO OH
YHIéJ'I HE HOHpOU.IaBHII/ICI:? Hackonbko MHe OelCTBUTEIbHO BasKHBI HAIllM OTHOIIIEHUSI?»

BHyTpH cBoeil KonblieBoii popMel Coyc elllé He ycIiena 0CO3HaTh, KakK OBICTPO OHU PacCTaIuCh. ITO
OBLIT He TIepPBHIM pa3, KOra OHa OCTaBUJIa PYKY, KOTOpas CTOJIbKO JieT Obljla BCEM €€ MUPOM, HO 9TO
ObLT IEPBBIN pa3, KOTJa 9Ta pyKa J0OPOBOJILHO OCTABUIIA €€.

Kak TombKO JIUT BRI U3 30HHK JEMCTBUS UX MBICJIEHHOM CBSI3H, BeChb Morap CIIOBHO U3MEHUJICS Ha
rna3ax. LIBeta ObIIM sipye, CBET Temiee. Ha nuiiax 4ieHOB ACCOIHAIINH, TIe OHa OOBIYHO BHIENa
HaMEKH Ha oOMaH 1 HemoOpoKenaTeIbHOCTh, OHA YBH/IEIIa JIKIIbh HCKPeHHee 6eCIIOKOHCTBO 3a
xutenes Otpe. be3 TpaBM JIuTa, mpecaenyoIIux eé BOCIpusaTHe, 63 ero mapaHOUgaIbHOM, Y3KOH



TOYKY 3PEHUS Ha JII0fiel, 3By4allel B CO3HAHUM, B MUPe OBIII0 ropa3mo 00sbine KpacoTkl, YeM OHA
Korpa-nubo cyuTana BO3MOXKHEIM. Ho Jaxke 3To He MPUHOCUIIO el pafiocT. be3 cBoero mapTHepa Bce
o0ellaHus CYacThsi, KOTOphIe JaBao Oymaylnee, Ka3aauch MyCThIM 3ByKOM. E€ KaMeHHOe TeJo CTaso
TIOpbMoii. OHA MOTrJla BOCIPUHUMATh BHELTHUN MUP, HO HE MOTJIa YyBCTBOBaThL 4TO-1060. OHa Oblna
CJIOBHO 3alepTa B 3aKpHITOM KOMHATe, TUIIb Habiofas 4epe3 KaMepy 3a TEM, YTO IIPOHUCXOOUT
CHapyXku, He UMesi BO3MOXKHOCTU B3aUMOJENCTBOBATh C 3TUM. MO/T4aIuBLI CBULETETD.

«f] moHMMal0, TOYeMy OH IIOIIEeJT ONWH, HO 5 BCE eIllé He MOT'Y ITIOBEPUTD, UTO OH He CIIPOCHUJI MOETO
MHeHUs. [Tocre Bcero, yepes 4To MBI IIPOILIM BMeCTe, HeyKenu JINT He TOHMMaeT, HaCKOJIbKO OH
BaxKeH 17151 MeHsA? Ecnu OH yMpeT, 4YTO CTaHeT co MHOU? { MOry npuBs3aThCsd K TUCTe, HO C KaKOU
1esbio? YToOB CMOTPETH, KaK OHa CTapeeT u ymupaeT? UToOH CTaTh KaKOU-TO CEMENHOM
penukBuen? CMOTPETh, KaK APYyrue XKUBYT CBOEH XKU3HbBIO, B TO BPEMS KaK €JUHCTBEHHOE, YTO
MEHSIeTCS [JI MeHsI, — 9TO PyKa, HocsIas Moo cyas0y? YTo XOpoiIero B TOM, €CJIH 5 BHOBb 06peTy
BCE CBOU CHIJIBI, MOXKET OBITh, laXKe YeJI0BeYeCcKoe TeJo, U Oyny BEIHyKOeHa IIPOBECTH BEUHOCTh B
opuHOYecTBe? [10TepsAITh eAMHCTBEHHOT0, KTO 3HAET U 3a00TUTCS 0 Moel fy1ie?»

Comnyc nmoHuMara, YTO €C/IM OHA He HAYHET TPATUTh MaHy, TO CMOXKET ITPOXKUTb HECKOIBKO MECSIIEB,
IIpexje 4YeM e€ CHOBA 3aCTaBsT CBsI3aTh ce0s y3amu OGpaka. TeM He MeHee, C KaxkI0M CeKYHI0H el
Ka3aJioCh, YTO OHA yMUpPaeT.
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WMHKCHAIOT, KOPOIb-TUY, C HEHABUCTHIO CMOTPEJ Ha BCeX, KTO HaXOOuics B KoMHaTe. Ha camom pmene
y nidel He OBIJIO TUTYJA «KOPOJib». OH OB BCETO NI YTEIIUTEILHEIM IIPU30M 3a TO, YTO BO BpeMS
IIOCJIeIHEN JIOTEPeH, OIpPenesaBIlel, KTo OyAeT mIpeacTaBisATh HEXKUTH [IpobyKneHHbX B CoBeTe,
€My [I0CTaJICSI KOPOTKUH KOHeIl Majaku. ITI0CKONbKY cekpeT ITpo0yxKaeHus, B BUIe YeI0BEYECKOT0
HOBOPOXKIEHHOTO, JOJIKeH OBl OBITH 3aIUIIEH 0T cobpaTheB-HexXUTH, CoBeT nocnan MHKcranoTa
yOemUThCSI, YTO IBOPHI COOIIONAIOT ITpaBuia. 2KU3Hb UITM CMePTh JIuTa He UMeNH [AJIsi HeT0 HUKAKOoTo
3HaueHus. EMUHCTBEHHOE, 0 YeM OH 3a00THUJICS, — 3TO He [aTh KyUyKe YEPTOBHIX 6€CCMEPTHHIX
OYPAKOB CTAaTb CHOCOGHHMI/I COTIEPHUYATh C HUM 3d BIIACTh U PECYPCHI. HUnaue o HUKOI'oa 6BI HE
ITOKMHYJI CBOIO Ta00paTOPHIO Ha CTOIb HONTHM CPoK. OH OIMHAKOBO HEHABU[IEN BCE NBOPHI.

«TIpoknsTeie yomonaku. [1o kpaliHel Mepe, 3acefanus CoBeTa IJISTCS MUHYTHL, @ 9Ta MaXUHAIUS
MOXKET 3aHSTh ropa3mo 00JIbIle BpeMeHH, MOXKET faxe dackl! IToracum v s OTOHb B CBOEM KOTIe? £
TOTOBHUJI 3TOT 3NUKCUP rofgamu! He 3Ha10 KTO, HO KTO-TO YMPET 3a TO, YTO 3aCTaBUJI MEHS OCTaBUTh
0e3 IPUCMOTPa CTOJIHKO GECIIeHHBIX 9KCIIEPUMEHTOB», — ITAaHUKA U SPOCTh MTOCTYIIAIN U IOKUIAIH
BpallaloIIyoCcs ABePhb, KOTOPas OJIUIETBOPSIA €r0 XaOTUYHBIN Pa3yM.

ETo moTOK MaHB! OBITT HACTOIBKO CUJIBHBEIM, YTO JaXke 2Kr3HeHHBIH 0030p MOT BUIETh, KaK OHa
ITUPKYIUPYET 10 BceMy Teny nuda. OHa mMpocayrBaiach B KaXIoe U3 ero Kojell, B KaXI0e BOJIOKHO
€r0 M30PBAHHOMW MAHTHUU U JaxKe BHYTPh II0COXA, KOTOPHIM OH AepKasl. JIUT He IMIOHUMAJ, KaK Jpyrue
MOTYT ObITh TAKUMHU CITOKOMHBIMH, HECMOTPS Ha IIPHUCYTCTBHUE TaKOTO YYHOOBUIIA.
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