'ny0oKo 1mom uMIepaTOPCKUM OBOPIIOM, B TEMHOM YeIMHEHHON KOMHATe CHUell CTaphli YyeyioBek. Ero
OKpYyXKaJjla CHJIbHas aypa CMEPTH, ero TeJio ObII0 IT0X0XKe Ha MyMHIO, KOTHa OH CHIes, CKPeCTUB
HOTH, MOKHO OBIJIO laXKe IPUHSTH €Tr0 3a MEPTBOTO.

910 OBIN TPenoK KoponeBcTBa CyH, CKPHITHIA 9KcniepT Bau JIunze. Ero 6a3a KynbTHBaIUKU yKe OaBHO
mmepecTaja MPorpecCUpoBaTh Ha MO3MHEN CTafuK 30JI0TOTO fAapa, ero eqUHCTBEHHBIM BEIOOPOM OBIIIO
COXPAHHUTh BCE CHUJIBI, KOTOPHIE V¥ HET'O OCTAIMCh, YTOOBI 3aUTUTUThL KOpomeBcTBO, Korga aTo 6ymeT
He00X0IUMO.

Korpma oH cupen ¢ 3aKpBITHIMU T'Ia3aMH, TOTPYXKEHHBIN B TTTy00KYI0 MEOUTAIIUIO, HETIOCTUKUMO
Xa0TUYHas aypa, MOJIHas 371005 ¥ CHUJIbI, KOTOPYIO OH HUKOT/]Aa PaHbllle He YYBCTBOBAJI, BHE3AIHO
HaxXJIbIHYyJIa Ha Hero. Ero 3akpeIThie rj1a3a MIMPOKO PaCHaxHy/IUCh, KOTIa OH IIOBEPHYJICS, YTOOH
IIOCMOTPETH B Ty CTOPOHY, OTKy[la UCXOUJIA aypa, B MaJeHbKYIO IepeBsHHYI0 1aBKy OMuca.

IlaBreHue, KOTOPOE MIPUHECIIa ¢ C000M aypa, IMPOIIIIO TaK ke OLICTPO, KaK U MOSBUIIOCh, OCTABUB €T0
B 3aMelllaTe/IbCTBE, MPeXkKae YeM OH CMOT ONpefesuTh, OTKy[a KMEHHO OHa MpPHIIJia, OHA IIOTHOCTHIO
ncyessia, Kak OyaTO YTO-TO UM KTO-TO 3a0I0OKMPOBAJ €€ OT 3TOT0 MHUPa.

-"CKpBITHIN 9KCIIEPT?"

Ero xpumnbiii royioc 3By4al, KOrjfia OH CIIpalliuBaj cels.

-"KTo ObI 9TO HU OBIJI, €T'0 CHJIa IOUCTUHE HEIOCTHKKUMA. KTO-TO Bpojie 3TOr0 eCTh B MOEM
Koponesctse CyH..."

Ero rma3a nmpeBpaTUIIKCh B LIEJIOUYKH, a CTApoe cepplle 3abunock 6ricTpee oT 6ecmokoiicTBa. CHOBa
3aKpHIB r'1a3a, Ban JIui3e mocnan moToK cBoel Ly, 4TOOk! T03BATh CBOUX CIIYT.

Bckope mocne 3Toro ABe 3HaKOMble TeMHBIE (GUTYPHI OeCIIyMHO MaTepraIn30BaliCch B KOMHATE,
OTNYCTHBIINCH Ha KOJIEHU M ITOYTUTEIbHO MMOKJIOHUBIIKUCE.

-"X0351H, BH 3BaJId."

TeHeBbIE CTPaXKU 3arOBOPUJIA ONHOBPEMEHHO, MX TOJIOBHI BCe ellle ObLIM HU3KO0 OIYIIEeHH.
-"Brl BepHyu Miapumyo Basb a?"

Cropocwuit oH, ero rjia3a IPOH3aIu CTPAKHUKOB HACKBO3b, 3aCTABIISIS APOXKD MpoberaTs Mo UX

CIINHAM.

-"Ila, TOCIIOOVH, MOJIOfas I'OCII0oXKa yKe BepHyJach BO IBOpeL."

OTBeTHI MyK4YKWHA-TEHEBOU CTpaxX.

-"0? OTa meByIIKa BepPHYIACh JOOPOBOIBLHO?"



Crmpocun CTapuK rOJI0COM, TTOJTHEIM JIFO0OTIBITCTBA.

Ha aTOT pa3 oTBeTHIIa KEHIIMHA-CTPAXKHUK.

-"Ila, MacTep, HAM HUYET0 He HYKHO OBITIO [e/laTh, MBI Y2Ke BCTPETU/IN ee Ha 00paTHOM ITyTH, ¥ KaK
TOJIPKO OHa MPHUOBITA, OHA IPHKa3alla, YTOOK HUKTO He OeCIIOKOUII ee, IPexk e YeM BOUTH B
3aKpHITHE ABEPH."

-"XMMM, KOHKPETHO YTO MOTJIO 3aCTaBUTh 3Ty AEBOYKY BHE3AIIHO IIepegyMaTh U OCTaBUTh CBOU
M0OUMBIN Mara3uH mo3anu."
[Tpo6opmoTan Baub JIuize, 3aMyMYuBO IOTUPAsT TOAOOPOIOK.

HOT-IYBCTBOBB.B T000TIEITCTBO CBOETO XO35HMHA, Oy3T IMIOCMOTPEII OPYT Ha Opyra, IIpexne 4eM KNUBHYTh,
3aTeM 3arOBOPUIT MyXKYNHA-CTPAXKHUK.

-"M-M-M, M-Macrep..."

-"Xm? 4Yto, rosopu."

HpI/IKHSHH CTapPHUK, ITOYYBCTBOBAB HEPEIMIUTEIIBHOCTD B TOHE CBOETO IMIOOYMHEHHOT 0.

-"FOHas nepmu mprKasaja BCeM He MPUOINKATLCA K ee Marasuxy..."

OTBeTHUNa XKEeHIMWHAa-CTPAaXKHHUK.

-"W uT0? YTO B 3TOM CTPAHHOr0? JTOT peOeHOK BCeryia TakK 3alluIall CBOW MaJleHbKUM Mara3uH".

Cnpocun Bas JIulize, He mOHUMAsI, TOYEMY TE€HEBBIE CTPaXKU BAPYT MOMHSIIK 3TOT BOIIPOC.

Ycnmias BOIIPOC CBOEro MaCTepd, MyXK4YHNHA-CTPAXKHUK 6BICTpO OTBETHUII.

-"Monopas meny, 04eBUOHO, Ipofasa CBOM Mara3uH U BCe ellle IpUKa3biBajla BCEM AepKaThCsd OT
HEro IofaJibllle, COTJIaCHO ee IIPUKasy, 1000M, KTo NPUONIU3UTCS K Marasuny, 6ygeT cCYuTaThCs
IpepaTesieM KOpOJIeBCTBa."

Crnywasi OT4eT TeHeBOU cTpaxu, nuno Bax JIni3e BHE3aIHO U3MEHUIIOCH, KOTTIa Ha HEM II0SIBUJIOCh
CTpPaHHOE BLIpaXKEeHUe.

-"TIpematens KoponeBcTBa? Manenbkas Baub [la HUKOTOa paHbIle He JOXOOUIIA OO TaKUX
KpanHOCTeW, KaK OHa BHITJIAAeNa, KOrfa Bel C Hel BCTPETUIIUCS."

KeHIIMHA-CTPaXKHUK OblJIa eUHCTBEHHOM, KTO OTBETHUJI Ha €T0 BOIPOC.

-"Xo03siiKa BBITJIAAe/Ia BOCTOPXKEHHOM, KOTia BEIXOAU/Ia U3 Mara3uHa."



-"B BocTopre?"

B 3amematenscTtBe cupocun Baub Jluize.

-"Ila, TOCTIOAWH, OHA BHEITJISIIeNIa OYeHb CYACT/IMBOM, ST HUKOTHA PaHbIlle He BUOEN, YTOOH Y MOJIOIOMN
TOCIIOXH OBLJIO TaKOe JIHIIo."

KuBHYB, XKeHIMHA-CTPaXKHUK J0OaBUIIA.

-" Korga oHa yIoMsHYyJa, 4YTo He OyfeT mpubIuKaThCSI K CBOEMY Mara3uHy, BEIpaxkeHue TITy00K0oro
yBaXKeHUs IMOSIBUIIOCH Ha ee jule."

-"YBaxenue?! 3to Orpomse?!"

[Totpsacennny Ban JIun3e He cMOT cepkKaTh CBOErO THEBA U 3aKpUyall.

[Ipoxa, CTpaXXHUKHU MOJI4aiy, Korga aypa 3onororo fAapa Bans JIuize BEICKOIb3HYIA U3 €T0 Tea,
3aCTaBUB UX HE OBIIIATE, IPexKae 4eM OH ObICTPO COepKaycs.

CMmylieHHO KanuisgHys, Bans JIun3e 3aroBopuil.

-"Kxe kxe...Bbl MoxkeTe untu."

-"a, rocrioguH!"

O0a cTpaXXHHKa OTBETUIN OOJHOBPEMEHHO, IIpeXke YeM UX Tejla 0eCIIyMHO CMeIllaliuCh C TEMHBIM
OKpPYyXKEHHEM U MCYEe3/IM, OCTaBUB CTapyuKa MM03afdu C PaCTEePSHHBIM BhIpaXkeHHUEM Ha JTHIle.

-"9Ta comnsgyka MposIBIseT yBaxkeHue? ITO TO, YETro 51 He MoTy ceOe IpefCTaBUTh, 3HAET JIM OHa
B0OOIIle, 4TO Takoe yBaxkeHue? OHa HUKOTTIa He ITOKa3kiBajla MHE ero paHbllle, 3TO TOYHO..."

OH Tuxo mpobopmoTasn cebe 1Mo HOC, OTHPAs BUCKH.

-"YT00OBI KTO-TO 3aCTyKHUII €€ YBaXKeHUe, ero Cuila JoakHa ObITh JeHCTBUTENIbHO Ha HEBOOOPA3uMOM
ypOBHE."

-"Tlogoxpau! 9ta aypa u3 npouwnoro!”

C1oBHO mopaxkeHHOe MOJTHUEN, MUII0 CTaphKa BHE3alTHO U3MEHUIIOCh, KOTa ero OCEHUIIO.

-"OTa comsg4yka He TJIylna, CTPaXXKHUKM CKa3a/id, YTO OHa BBITJISge/la BOCTOPXKEHHOM, KOTrja BEIXOAUIa
13 Mara3wHa, Tak 4YTO, HOJIXKHO OBITh, IIPOU30IIJIO YTO-TO XOpoIee...Mor 1 9TOT 9KCIEePT MOTaPUTh
el cokpoBute? COKpOBHIIE, KOTOPOE 3aCTaBuUIO0 OB laXKe 3Ty COIUISIYKY yBaXkKaTh 9TOT0 YeJ0oBeKa, U

TOT aKT, YTO OHA OTAAja MpHKa3, YTOOH HUKTO He MPUOIIHKAJCI K MarasuHy, SBIISETCS
OOCTAaTOYHBIM CBUIOETEIbCTBOM CUJIHI 3TOTO 3KCIepTa.”



HcnycTtuB monruii B3mox, Banb JIuli3e mOOHSN rla3a K MOTONKY U TpoOopMoTal.

-"UTo THI 3amyMaJia, MaJIbllllKa, Ha 3TOT pa3 f SOBEPIOCh TBOEMY CYXKEHUIO, TaK KaK Thl HUKOT[a He
IIOIBOLXJIa MEHS PaHbllle ¥ He CHejaellb HU ONHOTO I1ara, I0OTOMY YTO TBOE yBaXkKeHUe K 3TOMY
YeJI0BEKY [OJIKHO 03HayaTh, UTO OH UJIM OHAa He TOT, KOTO MBI MOTJIX OBl TO3BONIUTE ce0e 00umeTs."

OmycTHB TOJIOBY, CTapHK ellle pa3 yCTajlo B3[OXHYJI, IpeXke YeM 3aKPHITh TJla3a U BO30OHOBUTh
MeIUTAIINIO.

-"$1 nCKpeHHe HaJeI0Ch, YTO CAeJIaa IPaBUIbHEIN BHIOOD."

[Tpo6opMoOTaB 3TH mociegHue cioBa, CTapuK BO306GHOBUI CBOE KyJIbTUBHPOBAHUE, OTPe3aB Ce6s OT
BCEX MUPCKUX HeJl.
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