"Hakoneu-To," nposop4asn Punnux.

"TloTpeboBajock ropa3no 0oJbllle YCUINM, YeM g 0XKHpAall," coriacuics JIakoc, ycTanocTh
IPOTJIAAbIBAIach Ha €r0 0OBIYHO HEYTOMUMOM JIUIIE.

"Ecnu BB He IIPOTUB," CKa3aja CKBO3b CKaThle 3yOkl JJIH, "He MOCIeInTe 1 3aKOHUYUTH paboTy? 4
Ta, KOMY IIPUXOOUJIOCEH CBA3BLIBATE UX."

"TouHo, mpoctu."

Jlumep Opuramsl HIATHYIT BIEPEN C KIIMHKOM B PYKe, ¥ OCMOTPEIT IByX MypaBbéB, KOTOPHIX OHU C
GONBIIUM TPYAOM CyMEJIH OTOENUTh OT CTau U 3aXBATUTh. YIepKUBaeMble B JaHHBI MOMEHT, OHU
Iépranuch ¥ OOPOIKCH MOM BIUSHIUEM Maruu JJIIH, II0KA OH MHITAJICT HAWTH HAMIYYIIUN YTOJI
IIOJIXO/Ia MAJIST YUCTOr0 YOUMCTRA.

HpOpGBI/I B IIaHIIXPE ABJIAJIACH JIYUIIHM ME€TOOOM, OOHAKO IIPOKJIATHEIE CYIIEeCTBa OBLIH YMHBIMHU U
N3BHBAJIUCh IIPU KaXKIOM €Tro l'IpI/I6J'II/I}KeHI/II/I.

"Onu, MOXKeIllb CBSI3aTh UX Cerka Kpemdye? Eciu BO3MOXKHO, MHE OBl XOTEJI0Ch He TIOPTUTh
MaHLUPGb."

OH BRITTISIAETT CUJTBHO MYTHPOBABIIMM X BO3MOXKHO CTOUJI OBl TAK K€ MHOTO, KaK ¥ SIIPO, CyMel OHU
IIPUHECTH BCE Ha3ap.

"Hert, He Mory," BbIIaBUJIa OHA, "OHU Kpemye, 4YeM BBHITJIAAAT. 3aKaH4YUBaU CKOPey, 1 He CMOT'y BEYHO
UX IepxXKaTs."

OxoTa 3a YMHEIMH MOHCTPaMu Bcerfa Obllla TaKOM MOPOKOM. PUIITUK Topa3mo 60sibie mpeanoYuTalt
Ooree CUIbHBIE U TIIYIIBIE I[N, YeM IIOO00OHBIX CYIIecTB. MM MPHUIIIOCh CHITBHO TI0JIaraThCs Ha
crmoco0HOCTH oOMaHa U umo3un Jlakoca, fabbl BRIMAHUTh 3TUX ABOUX OT OCTAJIbHBIX, OMHAKO Yy HUX
OBLTIO HE TaK MHOT'O0 BPEMEHH IIPeK[e YeM Ha HUX HaBaJIsSITCs TOJIIOMN.

"JlagHO, IPOCTO 3axXBauy d4pa," cKas3all OH.

Kakas moTepsi, 0mHaKO 00CTOSITEIbCTBA OBITM TAKOBBIMHU. JIydllle YUTH XOTh C Y4EM-TO, Y4EM COBCEM
6e3 HUYero. OTH [iBa fAfpa IMOYTH YTO IIOKPOIOT 3aTPATHl Ha ITOXOfl, XOTSI He Ha HaéM U TPEHUPOBKY
HOBOI'0 YJIeHA.

9toT uanot, [peuk. [loueMy Tak CI0XKHO HAlTH TeX, KTO TEPIIEINB?

OH 0oTBEN Ha3aj PYyKY, ¥ KIMHOK HadaJjl CUSTh, HO 3aTEM KOe-4TO IIPOM30III0, 3aCTaBUBIIEE 3aMEPETh
€ro pyKy. Bo-miepBEIX MypaBbU 3aTUX/IH, 00JIbIlle HE TIBITAsCh BEIPBATHCS. BMECTO 3TOr0 OHU
U3BEPHYJIUCH, YTOOH OTTISHYTHCS Ha3am. Bo-BTOPEIX OH OIIYTHJI BHE3AITHO TOSBUBIIEECS O0OUIMPHOE
IPUCYTCTBUE HA TPAHU €T0 CO3HAHUS.

"Yro Takoe?" TpeboBaTenbHO cripocuiia Iy, "Croped IOKOHYM ¢ HUMH!"
Pyka Punnuka moHUKJIa BOOIb €ero 00Ka, ¥ OH TAKEJIO B3MOXHYII.
"OTtoycTy uX," cKa3as OH.

"qYTO? Tel u3 yma BbIKUI?!"

Bonbiroit rosrapu o0epHyIcs, YTOOH B3TJISHYTh HA HEE, TI03BOJIUB CTPaxXy B €ro0 rja3ax yOemuTh ee.



"9T0 Hallla eMUHCTBEHHAd HafeXkmaa," TUX0 cKa3an oH. "OTmycTu ux."

CrycTst MTHOBEHMe OHa U CaMa 3TO II0YyBCTBOBAsa, II0OIeqHeB, KaK MpU3pakK, KOrhoa 3Ta
MOTYIIIeCTBEHHAs aypa OMEI/Ia e€ 4yBCcTBa. Tak ORICTPO, KaK MOTJIa, OHa PacIliesa CeTH, YTO
IPUKUMAJIA MYPABbEB K 3€MJI€, U MOHCTPHEI IIOTHSIIMCH, HO He CXomunu ¢ Mecta. OHU 3HA/IH, YTO
OblIM B aOCONMIOTHOM 0€30IIaCHOCTH.

"MozxkeM MHI cbexaTh?" Crpocusn JIakoc, ero roynoc 6T TPOHU3aH HanpskKeHueM. "f MOoTy yIIbTh
BIJ1yOb, TIOMBITATHCSI HAWTH ITOMOIIb Y MOETro Hapopa."

"He yTpyXpnaics," cka3an PUNIUK, ¥ IPUCET, TIOJIOXKUB CBOM KJIMHOK PSAOM C C060ii. "ITO
MupUUYeCKUN MOHCTP, HaM HeKyna 6exkaTh. Bynb y Hac 4ac B 3amace, Mbl OBl BCE PaBHO He yIIIu."

OH OBITT TOPA, YTO €T0 T'OJIOC He APOKaJ, II0Ka TOBOPUJI, HECMOTPS Ha OIPOMHBIH yKac, YTO
YYBCTBOBAJI, ¥ €T'0 HEMUHYEMYI0 KOHUMHY. [Ipexe 3axBaueHHbEIe MypaBby He IIPHITHYIA Ha HUX,
pasrphi3as UX Ha KYCKH, YTO OBIJIO XOPOIIUM 3HAKOM. Y CyIleCTBa He OBbIJIO IPUYMH IIafAUTh UX,
OOHAKO €My HYKHO YXBAaTHUTLCS 3a JTF000M BO3MOXKHBIN IITAHC, PAiX €T0 OPUTA/IHL.

Winu Toro, 4To OT HEeé ocTanock. C mpoOyauBIIMMCS MOHCTPOM IIIaHCH BRIKMBaHUS [[pelika ymanu [0
HYJIS.

CnycTsi MTHOBeHME J7IK U JIaKoC CeNlu pSAoM C HUM B OKHUAQHUU UX CYIbOBL. ITO OBIJIO IIOYTH UTO
CIOPPEaTUCTUYHO, CUIETh PSIOM C BYMsSI MOHCTPAMHU, 0XKUask YBUAETh, OUAOUT JIU UX TPETHUH.

"TIpocTHTe, YTO BTSIHYJ Bac B 9T0," cKa3an Pumnuk. "f 3HaJ, 9YTO 9TO PUCK, OJHAKO BCE PABHO PEILUT
IIOMTH Ha Hero."

"TTomoOHast BEpOSITHOCTH Bcerma Owlna," cka3an Jlakoc. " Hu Kannu Tebst He BUHIO."

"Ml 3Ha/IH, BO 4YTO BBsI3bIBaeMcsi, 60cc," cormacuiach Ju. "Mul OBUIH TeMHU KTO IPHUIIUTH K Tebe C
paboToii."

OHY 3aMOTYaIy, Kazxk/IbIH XKIaJ1 CO CTyYallluM B TPYOU CEPAIEeM, IOKa TO HaBsIlee MPUCYTCTBHE
CTaHOBUJIOCH BCE OJinxKe U OnuxKe.

Y xorpma oHO HaKOHEI] IT0Ka3aJioch B30pYy, PUINIKUK He MOT He B3[OXHYTh B BocTopre. OH B IEePBLHIY pas3
BUMIEeNT MU(DUIECKOTO MOHCTPA, ¥ He ObLT pa304apoBaH.

OrpoMHEBIM MypaBel UMeJl TOCIIOACTBYIOIIee pu3ndecKoe NPUCYTCTBUE. Byayduu AIMHON 110 KpalHer
Mepe IsATHaAIaTh METPOB, OH BO3BHIIIAJICS Hal HUMH, €T0 Tjla3a paclojarajuch B IATH MeTpax OT
3emmu. Cuna ero aypsl ObUIO YAyIIAOLIEH, faBsllasd Ha HUX 10 TAKOU CTEIIeHW YTO CTAHOBUJIOCH
TSKEJIO0 OBIIAaTh.

[TOKPBITHIE TEMHBIM IAHIKUPEM, YTO O1eCcTen ProIeTOBHIM CBETOM, MypaBei BHITIISIAEN BOIIEOHO,
TAWHCTBEHHO, U CMepTebHO. OH OblT OBl HEBEPOSITHRIM TPo(deeM 10 BO3BPAIlleHUH, CyMeH KTO-TO
IIPOBEPHYTH NMOA00HOE, OMHAKO PUIIIMK MOT JIUIIL MEYTATh OXOTUTHCS Ha MOHCTPOB ITOI0OHOT0
KanuOpa. JIUiIb camMble SJTUTHHIE TyTEIIeCTBEHHUKY OYIYT IBITAaThCS COBEPIIUTH MTONOOHBIN MTONBUT, U
IaXke OHM CKOpPee BCETO CTAHYT epKaThCs MOAablIe, KOTa eflb OKPYKeHa COTHEH THICSY

O IePKUBAIOLIUX MOHCTPOB.

JIumb JIernoH, UM MOTYIleCTBEHHAs CTpaHa, Oblyid OBl CITIOCOOHBEI CPa3UTh 3TOTO MOHCTPA.

Cy11ecTBO CMOTPEJIO Ha HUX CUAAIINX Ha 3eMJie, ToKa npubnuxKanoch. OH OblJT HeUUTAeMBEIM, He



MAIOIUM PUINIMKY HUKAKUX HAMEKOB, UTO OH C HUMHU cHejaeT. [lojaraTbCs Ha MUTIOCEPOUE OT
MOHCTpa OBII0 IIOCTIETHUM CPENCTBOM [Jis JTI000T0 MyTeleCTBeHHMKA, a TaKXKe MOCIIeHUM.
MOHCTpPEI He ObITM U3BECTHH 3a CBOIO MHUJIOCTh. He TO 4TOOB OH BUHUIT UX, OH 3apabaThBasl Ha
JKW3Hb, OXOTSICh ¥ yOMBAs UX, TaK MOYEMY OH [OJIXKEH OXKMIATh IIPOSIBJIEHUS B €T0 CTOPOHY TOTO,
Yero OH HUKOTHa UM He OKa3hIBa?

OH crenan JONTUM U CYOOPOXKHBIM BIOX, 3aTeM IIOJHSI PYKH B BO3AyX. [laxe ecnu 3To OBII0
JUIeMepueM, OH CHesaeT YTO YyTOOHO Habwl faTh IJiH ¢ JIaKOCOM ITaHC BHIXKUTS.

"ME&I cmaéMcd," ckasajl OH.
AHTeHHBI Me[IJIeHHO KaUHYIUCh IIepell HUM, IIPexXe YeM MBICITb TPO6HIIach B €ro pa3yM.

[Ecnu xouerb 0611aThCSI C MOHCTPAMM, UCIIONIb3YH Maruio pasyMa. Kak Obl, 4ero THl OT MEHS XKIEIIIb,
OTBETa PTOM?]

MypaBel IPUNIOAHST CBOIO TOJIOBY, YTOOHI IT0OKA3aTh CBOM Y2KaCHEIM POT, pacIojarauics mox
MeCTOM, T'le MaHAUOYJIbl COENUHSIUCE C TOJI0BOX. K c4acThIo OH CHOBA OIYCTUJI TOJIOBY, HaObI
CKDEITB €T0.

[He Mory c yBepEHHOCTBIO CKa3aTh YTO MypPaBby ONApPEHHBI AJIMHHBIM S3BIKOM, IOHUMAEIIh, 0 Y4EM?]

Punnuk cmoTpen CHU3y Ha BETMYECTBEHHOE CYILIEeCTBO, II0Ka r0JI0C TOT0 pa3faBaliCsa B ero yMe.
HecMmoTps Ha BCcé MOHCTD 3By4Yall... Ha yAuBieHHe 10HO. COBCEM He Tak, KakK OXupgas Punimk.

[Ax. IMmeeTcs pacnpoCcTpaHEHHOE MHEHHE, YTO OMMaCHO BCTYIATh B CBA3b C MOHCTPAMHM C ITIOMOIIIBIO
Maruu pa3yMa, ecji TOJIbKO HET CIleIlMabHOM TPEHUPOBKY U 3aIUTHL. Pa3yM MOHCTpa... YyXKepOofieH,
U OIlaceH]

'uranTCcKuil MypaBey 3agyMuyUBO KJIalHYJI MaHOUOyIaMu.

[A BooO1Ie 3TO moruyHO. Pasym 'apparior OwII... € MOE, ¢ Yero MHe BooOIle HayaTh? HeT HyKabl
TIAaHWKOBATh, s1 HE COOMPAIOCh OTKYCHIBATh BaM T'OJIOBY, CBOIUTE BAC C yMa WIIA YTO-TO EIIE]

[Tay3za, 6yaTo OB MypaBei CITyIIa YTO-TO eIle. PUIIINK MogyMa, 4To BUOEJl HeUTo, IPOTSHYBIIeeCs
13 TEeHU TI0J TUTAQHTCKUM MOHCTPOM, UTO 3aTeM OTCTYIIKJIO 0OpPaTHO B 3eMITIO.

[... U HUKTO OpyTo¥ Takxke He OymeT CBOOUTH Bac C yMa] B3BOJTHOBAHHO Pa3bsICHUII MOHCTP. 3aTeEM
CMOTPEeJ Ha HUX HEKOTOPOe BpeMs.

[Ber OymeTe B mopsiKe] HAKOHEI[ CKa3asl OH, ¥ CepAlle Puiinka 3aMeprio B eTo rPyaH, IIoKa Hafiexk aa
Obly1a IOYTH YTO yAylIaromel. Ita BcTpeda Oblyla COBCEM HE TAaKOM, KaK OH 0XKHUaJl, OMHAKO MOHCTP
coOupascs uxX MouaguTh. [BEII0 61M3K0, HO BE HE HABPEOUIN HU OMHOMY 4JI€HY CEMbHU, TAK YTO MBI
MOZKEM BacC OTIIYCTUTh. He 3HA10, 3HAUUT JIU 3TO, YTO B XyKe HA CBOeH paboTe, UK yMHEE
OCTaJIbHBIX, HO 31, [JIS BaC BCE CJIOKUIIOCH XOPOIIO ]

YMHee. TouHO yMHee.

[Tak unu vHaYe, B, pebsiTa, MpodeccCuoHaIbHEIe OXOTHUKH HAa MOHCTPOB, BEPHO? BH cyckaeTech B
[Tog3emenbe, YTOOBI OXOTUTHCS M YOMBATh MOHCTPOB?]

Fonrapn nmokonebancs MTI'HOBEHHE, IIpeXaOe YeM KUBHYTh. K 9TOMY MOMEHTY HE OBIJIO CMBICIIA
OTPpHUILIATh, KEM OH ow11. YTO CTPaHHO, MypaBefI Ka3aJICAd OOBOJIBHBIM.



[OTnuuHO, KaK pa3 To, 4YTO HaM HYxKHO. CiyliaiTe, He MOTY HAQJOJIrO 3[IeCh OCTAaBAThCS, HYKHO
TIOCETUTh Pa3HBIE MECTa, OMHAKO MHE XOTeJI0Ch MMO-OBICTPOMY HaTh BaM PaOOTEHKY]

I pyroi MypaBeii BHIIIEN BIEPER ¥ OPOCUIT Ha 3eMJII0 TPYI OJIecTAImero MoHCTpa. Punnuk, Onnu u
JIakoC yCTaBUIUCh CBEPXY Ha HETO.

[9T0... asiMa3Has MHOTOHOXKKA] C IBHEIM OTBpAIIEHUEM CKa3al MypaBeil. [3a Kaxayio youTyio u
TPUHECEHHYI0 K KOIOHUY MBI 3aTIaTUM OBOMHYIO LIEHY SIpaMHu]

... OH XOTe... JaTh UM paboTy?

[Brl X0THTE, YTOOBI MBI OXOTHJIMCH Ha 3TUX CcymecTB?] OcTopoxkHO crpocun Punnuk. [M Oymete
IJIATUTh HaM?]

[AGcomtoTHO] mogTBEpAUA MUPUYIECKUI MOHCTD, €r0 aypa 3acTaBisiyia KUIIETh U YCKOPSIThCS KPOBb B
TPyau roirapu. [3ampoc He UMeeT BpeMeHHBIX OrpaHuYeHu. MHe BCE PaBHO €CJIM 0X0Ta JOBEHET UX
0o BeiMupas. Ha caMoM fiesie B 9TOM U CYTh. TOJIBKO He OXOThTECh Ha TEPPUTOPUU KOJTOHUH, TYT MBI
crpaBuMcs. Yoauu. MHe Hago 6exaTs]

C 3TUMU CJTOBAMM B MEPI[AHUY TIOSIBUJICS MypaBeii IIOMeHbIIIe, IIPU3EMIIUIICS Ha CIIMHY TUTaHTCKOTO
MOHCTPa, ¥ 3aTeM OHM BIBOEM MCUE3JIH, 3aMepIlaB, OCTABUB OlllapallleHHBIX Puinmuka u Opuramy
CMOTpPETh Ha TO MECTO, TIe OHU OBbLIIH.

"4 crmro?" [Ipo6opMoTat oOH.

PekoMeHy10 OLIEHUTDH OAPYTO€ IPOU3BefeHNEe aBTOpa, IIePEBOM KOTOPOTO Tak Xke BegeTca: Kuura
MeéptBeix/Book of the Dead
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