XapToc OTJISTHYJICS BOKPYT U OBIT OBOJIEH YBUAeHHBIM., HaéMHUKH CyMesu MPOHUKHYTE B TOPY,
OCTAaBIIIUCE B IIOJTHOM ITOPSIOKE, ¥, HECMOTPS Ha BCE Oojiee MHTEHCUBHBIE HAIAJIKU MYPaBLEB, OHU
IoAfepKUBaIN CBOIO (hOPMAIIHIO.

OH He MOT He (l)BIpKHYTB. Te OyPaKHu, 94TO OTKA3aJIUCh IIPUCOEOUHATHCA K HEMY 6YI[YT IIJTaKaThb

KPOBABEIMH CJI€E3aMU KOI'lla YBUOAT TpO('beI/I, C KOTOPBIMHU OH BepHéTCH. Ero YK€ OKPyZXKaJll TEICAYHN

TBICSTY MyPaBbEB, U IOCTATOYHO CKOPO OHU OYAYT MEPTBHI, OKUasl U3BIEYEHUS CBOUX SOED.
Ho ocTOpoKHOCTE He OblyIa JTUITHEH.

"Aptuc!" PaBkHyI OH.

"YT0?" OTBETHJI €r0 HaBHUM 4JieH Opurajbl, 3By4Ya B3BOJIHOBAHHO.

"“TBl MHE HYXKHa Ha CEKyHOy."

"ITaBall CKOpew," BEIMTAIKIIA OHA, "9TOT IIUT caM ce0s He MoanepxKuT."

OH HaXMyPWJICS, ¥ OT €€ TOHA, ¥ OT CMBIC/Ia €€ CJIOB.

“IIpaBOa nu Ha HAC TaK CUILHO maBAT?"

Mar ycTaBuics Ha Hero.

"KoneuHo xe! OrjssHUCH BOKPYT, HaceKoMble 6eCKOHeYHHBI! CKOJIBKO GBI OTHEBOM MOIIU MHI HE
BJIMBaJIY, OHU IPOJOJIXKAIOT UATH."

"Ho BHI BEIIEpXKUTE?"
"IIa, MbI BEIOEPKUM. TONBKO ¢ O0bIIUM TPygoM!"
OH KUBHYIIL.

"Xopormo. 4 xo4y 4ToOH TH TPOBEPHUIA U YIOCTOBEPHUIIACH, UTO MUDUUECKUY ellle CIUT. MEI He
XOTUM OBITH 3[0ECh KOTa 9TO MPOKJISATOE CYIIECTBO MIPOCHETCS."

"9T0 BepHO," mpobopMoTas Mar.

OHa nopblach B CBOEM MAHTHHU U JOCTajla U3 OMHOT0 U3 [leCsiTKa KapMaHOB yCcTpolcTBo. OHa
HECKOJIbKO MI'HOBEHHU WHTEHCHBHO CMOTpeJia B HETO.

"Hy?" TpebGoBaTeNbHO CITPOCHI XapToc.

"B 9TOM rope [eCSATKU THICSY MOHCTPOB, ITOTOAM, OIUH, CEKYHTY."

OH 06epHYyT B30p 00paTHO K 60prOe BHOIL IEpUMETPa, ITI0Ka Mar IIPOI0IKall U3y4aTh YCTPOHUCTRO.

"HeT," HaKoHeIl cKa3aja oHa. "Emeé cruur."
"YBepena?"

"Ts13KeJI0 MOTYyYUTh SICHEIE TIOKA3aHUS IIPY TaKOM KOJIMYECTBe siiep MeXOy HaMu ¥ MUPUIECKUM,
OOHAKO CHUTHAJ TAKOU CHUJIBHEIN, UTO TSXKEJIO0 YIYCTHTh. YBEpPeHa. A Telepb MOTY s BEPHYThCS K
paborte?"



"MaBan."

HoBonbHEIN N30€KaHUEM Xy[IIero, TUep I03BOJIAII CBOEMY Pa3yMy COCPefOTOYUTLCA Ha JIy4IIeM
BO3MOXKHOM ClieHapuu. Eciiu OHM CyMeIOT IPOOUTHLCSA TOCTATOYHO ITTyO0KO ¥ YMBIKHYTh TO
MupUIEeCKoe Spo....

"MaBuTe cunbHee!" [TpopeBen OH OKPYXKawIKUM HaéMHUKaM. "[IpoiiiéM HEMHOTO TTTy0xkKe ¥ MOXKHO
OymeT yCTaHOBHUTL IIEPUMETP. 3aTeM CMOXKEM HaydaTh MOTy4aTh MPUOHIIb!"

HaéMmHuKu mpoopasy B OTBET, yaBauBas CBOU ycuiusi. CpaxkeHue OBIJIO SPOCTHBEIM BIOOJb KPAéB
IIUTOB, B TO BPeMs KaK HaCEeKOMbIe ITPO0JIKaJIA HaceoaTh Ha HUX CO BCEX CTOPOH, OMHAKO MOKa
Maru NoppaepKuBany 6apbepsl Ha MEeCTe, OHU yaepxKaT IPeruMyIIeCTRBO.

W moka MypaBbM He MOTJIM MCIIOJIb30BATh CBOIO YHCJIEHHOCTD B ITOJTHOW Mepe, He UMeJI0 3HAYeHMUS,
T7ie OHM C HUMH CPaXKkaloTCs, Ha IIOBEPXHOCTH WM B IIEHTPe UX THe3ma. Ha caMoM fere B THe3Me
ObLI0 Mydllle, TaK Kak TaM Oblyia 60JbIIAs YacTh U3 HUX.

Momnopoit mapHuIia [Ipedk OB HETIOAAEKY, TPOMOIKAIOIIKAY Je/laTh BCE, YTO B €TI0 CUIaX, Habnl
oA IePKUBaTh 00Jiee ONMBITHEIX 00ii110B BOMM3U Kpasi. XapToC IIPOIIET BIIEPEN U XJIOMHYII €T0 II0
neyy.

"ToToB CKOJIOTATH 60oraTcTBO?" CKa3as oH.

Korpa [Ipeiik ornsiHyscs, XapToC OTMETHJI, KAKUM HalPSKEHHBIM OH BHITTISAAen. [laBneHue SBHO
HACTHUTaJIo ero.

"I-ma. I'oToB," cKa3a OH.
Crapmuii HAaEMHUK yOepKall ero KpenKou XBaTKOU Ha Ijieyve.

"Paccnabbcsi. Mupuueckui eme CuT ¥ MBl YCIEUTHO CAepPKUBaeM HaCeKOMbIX. MBI HAUHEM
3aTaCKUBaTh UX B IIUT U NOOHIBATE AApa. [JOCTaTOYHO CKOPO TH Oyfelb KynaThCs B HUX."

B3arnsap [Ipeiika YKpemusics 1 OH riTy00KO B3[OXHYII, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTEL HEPBHI.
“[IpenBKyI1at 3T0," YXMEIJILHYJICA OH.

"Bot monoper!" ITpopesen XapTtoc. "Em€ mecaTs MUHYT U HaunHaeM! Chylnai TugepoB CBOel
Opuragsl ¥ BEICMaTpuBai oOs4y! MEI 31ech 110 cyTH 4ToOH yOuBaTh U f00RBaTh. HuKakux omuOok!"

Ero cjoBa IpUMIOOHSIN AyX MHOXKECTBO HAEMHUKOB, YTO HUKJIU TIO[ CUIbHLIM HaBIIeHUEM
HaCeKOMBIX. IIpeBOCXO/is YelloBeKa pa3MepaMu B [iBa Pa3a, TUTAHTCKUE CONIAATH OBUIH MyTal0IIuMU
3BEPSAMU, 0COOEHHO KOTfla IITU B OOJIBIION YucieHHoCTH. OHU OBUIM MOBCIONY, KapaOKaliuch o
TIOTOJIKY, TI0 CTEHAM, HazKe XONUIIM II0 CaMOMYy LIUTY UIIK I0PKaJIU 1o HUM. BKyie ¢
YBETMYUBAIOLUIMMCS C TTIyOMHOMN 2KapoM CpazKeHwusi, 9TO OblJ1 yTHETAIONIMI, YAYIIAIOMUN C10co0 BECTH
cpaxeHue. X0pOIIo YTO HUKTO He CTall HAEMHUKOM Pafiy JIETKOY THEeBHOM 3apIIiaThL.

"Tlouemy oHM He UOyT B OomnbineM yncie?" Cupocun [Ipelk, fenas eme oguH yaap yepes muT. "OHu
MOT T OBl TOPa3UTh HAC B AECSATH pa3 C 0OJbIIeN YUCIEHHOCThIO. [ToueMy He [ienaiT 3TOro?"

XapToc yCMexXHYJICS.

"He mbiTalics IOHATH YM MOHCTPa. T MypaBbU MOXKET YMHee OOBIYHBIX, OQHAKO 3TO He Jle/laeT UX
TaKUMHU XK€ YMHBIMY, KaK TH ¥ 9. BO3M0OXKHO OHM 4YTO-TO 3alUIIAI0T ¥ HE XOTAT OCTaBNIATh CBOU



TIO3UIIUH, UIIK CPAXKAIOTCS C PYTUME MOHCTPAMH, HJIM MOXKET OBITh €Il€ COTHS APYTUM IIPUYKH.,
Kpome Toro, maxke eCiiy IPUIOYT, YTO 9TO IIOMEHSIET, MBI He ITOKa3a/Ii UM eIllé U MOJIOBHHY TOT0, Ha
YTO CIIOCOOHEL"

"Ota Touka!" [To3Basia U3 Ky4u MaroB ApTuc.
"3HauuT IOpa MPUCTYNaTh K paboTe," cka3asn XapToc.

OH BOOXHYJ BO37yXa, Ja0Bl ITPOOpaTh MPUKA3kl COTHSIM COOPABIIMXCS HAEMHUKOB, HO HE YCIIell OH
CKa3aTh ¥ CJI0BA, KaK ero MUp IepeBepHYJICS BBEPX THOM.

,]:[peI;IK OLIyTHUJI, KaK 3aTPsICCA , d 3dTEM, 6Y}ITO 110 MAHOBEHMUIO MTAJIOYKH, UCUe3 MOJI. Y Hero He OBLIO
BPEMEHH UCIIYTaTbCiA, EeHIUHCTBEHHOE, 9TO OBITO Y HEro Ha yMe, 3TO 03aJa9Y€HHOCTh, IIOKaA IIOJI IO
€ro HOraMu ITPOCTO MCIIAPAJICsA, U OH Ha4YWHAJI [IafdaTh BO TEMY.

O06pa3 MPOMENHKHYII B €T0 MBIC/ISIX O CKPEXEUYIIUX U aparaloluXcs O IMIUT Mo HUM MaHOubyax.
"Het!" BCckpukHYyI 0H, [UKO pa3MaxuBas PyKaMHU B IIONEITKE YXBATUTLCA 3@ YTO-TO, YTO YTOZHO.

[Toxox1e KPUKU U BEHIKPUKHU pa3[aBajiiCh BOKPYT HETO, I0Ka BCS 3KCIeAULKs 00pyIINBanach BHUS.
Yo npousomnuio?

He ycneno Bcé Ha4aThCs, KaK 3aKOHUYMJIOCH, HAEMHUKY TSXKeJI0 PYXHYJIK Ha 3eMJTio. [Ipeiik Bpe3acs
B KaMEHHBIN IT0JI, TPU3EMIUBIIKCE Ha O0K. OH Kak pa3 BOBpeMs CyMeJl CrPYIIIIUPOBaThCS U
IIPENOTBPATUTh YAap TOJIOBE 0 KAMHU, TPIOK, KOTOPOMY €ro 00y4un PUimuk.

"Uto, Bo uM4 I1yTH, aTo 6s110?" [IpopeBen oTKyma-To nobnusoctu Xaproc. "He mymeTts! [TomHATH
muThl! THI IBITAEIbCS YOUTH HAc? ApTtuc!"

Pa3parcs ronoc, KECTKUU U BIACTHBIM, OOMHAKO C OTTEHKOM HAIPSIXKEHUS, YTO IOCIaJl APOXKb I10
MOJIOZOMY Ha€MHUKY. YTO-TO MOILIIO KpaliHe He TakK.

"T'me cBeT?!" TpeboBaTeIbHO CIIPOCUT XapToC.

CroycTsi CeKyHAY IOSIBUIICS JECSTOK SIPKUX OTHEH, BEIPHCOBBLIBASI YETKHE 0YEPTAHUS OKPYKAIOIIen
MEeCTHOCTH. [IpediK 4yTh JIK He IIOHUK 06PATHO K 3eMJjie OT 00erdyeHus, KOraa He YBUIeNl HUKaKUX
MYpaBbLEB MOOMMU30CTH. ET0 yM CO3[a THICAYY XUIIHBIX PTOB, TOTOBHIX HACTUTHYTD €T0 U IPYTUX
YJIEHOB ero Opuramsl.

CrycTs MHUT OH 0CO3HaJl, HACKOJIbKO CTPaHHO 9T0 Obi10. ['me oHu? MruoBeHue Ha3ap OHU ObLIN
IIOBCIOAY BOKPYT HUX, TaK YTO IIPOU3O0IINIO0, OHU OTCTYIIUIIN?

YT0-TO 3alIeBENUIOCh I03aIX HETO.
"O HeT," yCrnbIIan OH 4eK-TO CTOH.

OH 00epHYJICS ¥ YBUEN caMoro O0IbIIOr0 MypaBhsi, CaMoro GOJBIIOr0 MOHCTPA, KOTOPOT0 KOrya-
nu6o Bugesn. [TouTu 4TO YEPHBIN MAHIUPh 071€CTel TEMHBIM (PHOJIETOBHIM CUSHUEM, YTO IIpoberart
BIOJIb U IIOTIEPEK II0 BCEW 9TOM OTPOMHOM XUTHHOBOU urype. Ero yemoctu OBIIN YKaCHBIMH,
Kaxfas JIMHHOM B IIOJTHOCTBIO B3POCIIOTO YeJioBeKa, ¥ 3a3yOPeHHBIMY, TPUCOEANHEHHBIMYU K
IIMPOKOM T'0JIOBE, YTO pa3Mellasa ABa chepudeCcKuX, HeIPOHUI[aeMbIX I1a3a.

AHTEHHHI MEeJIJIEHHO IT0Ka4YMBaJUCh I10 BO3IOyXy, CIIOBHO €TI0 COBEPIIIEHHO He 0eCIIOKOUIN COTHU
CMEPTEJIbHEIX, OIIBITHEIX OXOTHHUKOB HAa MOHCTPOB. Kaxnas HHHHHOfI B IECATOK METPOB, OHN



OrecTeny CIOBHO BRIPE3aHHBEIE CAMOIIBETHHIE KAMHHU, ITIOKa OTPazkKajld CBET OT OTHS.
"OH gorxkeH OblI OBITH crIsAUM," Tpo6opMoTan XapToc, u cepalle [IpeliKa yuiio B MSATKH.

OH 3Han 3TO C MOMEHTA, KaK ero yBuaes, O0HaKO UMeTh NOATBepxKaeHue. MOHCTD MUPUYIECKOTO
paHra. [Ipsmo nepen HuM. Ero ria3a paClIupuUiItACh B yxKace.

9TU MacCUBHEIE YEITIOCTH Pa3ABUHYIIKUCE U OECATOK JII0JIeX OTCKOYMI Halaf, TPACYITUMUCSA PYKAMU
pa3MaxuBad OPyXKUEM.

"9T0 OBINa JIOBYIIKA," CKa3ajia Marudka Aprtuc. "MypaBbu He NIHITANTKUCh YOUTh, UJTK OCTAHOBUTD HAC,
OHU XOTEJIU CKOPMHUTE HAC 3TOMY CyliecTBy!"

"OH momxkeH Ovin ObITH cstimuM!" [TpopeBen Ha HeE XapToc.

"OHu o6MaHynu getektop!”

"Pa3Be 9TO HE HEBO3MOXKHO?"

"ITo BupuMoMy HeT!" I1oUTH YTO UCTEPUYHO 3aBU3XKajla OHA B OTBET.

MypaBel efiBa 11 OTPearupoBall, moka OHU Opajy APYT Ha ApyTa, IPOCTO TEPIETUBO Habomasl.
3aTeM OH IIarHyJ BIEPEN.

Heckonbko cOTeH HaEMHUKOB OTIIPBITHYJIO Ha3al.

[9T0 He OBLIO MOel uaeedt] BOH3UICA B pa3yM [Ipeiika rojoc, CoaBauBasi ero CO3HaHUE CBOUMMU
pasMmepamu u cunoi. [OHU genmarT nmogoOHbIe BEIH, He CIIpaIluBas]

"T'me obeperu, uept nobepu?" ITpokpuyan XapToc, HO HUKTO He CJTyIIa, BCe B3TISAOb ObLIN
IIPUKOBAHEI K CYILIECTRY.

OHo CMOTPEJIO Ha HUX B OTBET 3THUMHU XOJIOOHBIMHU, UYy2KEPOOHBIMHU I''Ta3aMHU.

[Ecnu gecTHO, 51 OBl OTIIyCTHII Bac. Ho... BB HUKOTIa He OOJIKHEBI ObUIM yOUBATh MOUX CECTED. ITO
€IMHCTBEHHOE, Yero 51 He MOT'Y IT03BOJIUTH]

®KO0IEeTOBLIM CBET, TePEeMENIANIUIACS 0 MAHIIMPI0 MOHCTPA, BCIILIXHYJI, @ 3aT€M BEIPBAJICS HAPYXKY.
Ipetika 00epHYIICS, YTOOH MO0EKATh ITPOYb, €TI0 HOTH OTTOJIKHYJIMCH OT TBEPIOTr0 KaMHS IIO[ HUMH,
TOJILKO Pa3Be YTO He CHeJlaid 3TOTO.

OH MIOKMPOBAHO OIMYCTHUJI B3I, HaObl YBUAETh Ce0s MOMHSIBIIMMCS OT 3€MJIH, €T0 HOTH U3ru0auch
110 Bo3ayxy. OH IONHUMAJICS BCE BEIIIE, BMECTE C KaXXIbIM IPYTUM Ha€MHUKOM B 3TOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE.

[[TpocTuTe 3a 3T0. f e1mé He pa3oOpasics, Kak 9TO KOHTPONIUPOBaTh. KcTaTu, moueMy s U3BUHSIOCH? A
B0OOIIIe, U3BMHEHUS 3TO XOPOIIIO, IIPOIO0JIKAaK NelCTBOBATh CO BKyCOM, DHTOHHU. Tak UM UHAYE,
IIOBE3€ET B CIEOYIOIINM pa3]

Ceppue [Ipeiika CTy4daso B IITKax. 3aTeM €ro MogbeM npekpatuncsa. OH OOHO y2KaCcHOe MTHOBEHUE
BHCEJI B BO3yXe, BMECTE C COTHSIMH APYTUX HAEMHUKOB.

U 3aTeMm oHU ynanu. BricTpo.
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