IomXkHa cKa3aTh, MO II€PBEIE BIIeYaT/IeHUsS 0 Bo3poxneHun ObIIM HECKOIBKO CMeIlIaHHbIe, [I1s
IIpUIeTeBINel U3 CBepKamImux OamieH [IepUHOH, KeMUYKUHE MOPS AcCJla ¥ Merarojuca 3TOH 30X,
OTHOCHUTEJIbHO CKPOMHBIN I'OPOI, ITPOJIeTalolIuil Iepeio MHO, OBII TOBOJIBHO IPUYYITUBLIM,
IIPOCTEIM M OTCTAJIBIM. YBEpeHa, Thl, JOPOT0M YUTAaTEe b, OTPearupoBas Okl aHAJIOTHYHEIM 00pa3oM,
ecyu ObI B35IJI ¥ COBEPINIUII IyTENUIECTBUE U3 CePAlla IUBUIM3AIMY B JUKOE Mpurpanndbe! Ho ThH
MOKEH MTOMHUTD, TOCTOSTHHO IepXKaTh ¥ ce0s1 B yMe, HACKOIBKO Majoe KOJIMYeCTBO BpEMEHHU
CYyILIECTBOBAJ TOT rOpoA. M mecsiTu j1eT He MPOIII0 C MOMEHTA, KaK 3TOT KJIOYOK 3eMJIA He uMeJl
HUYEero, KpoMe KyCTOB U IePeBbEB, HU IMHOI'0 KaMyIIIKa He JieKajlo Ha ApyroM. Y u3 3Toro HU4ero
BO3HUK 3aMeuaTeJIbHEIN TOPOI, TOCTPOEHHEIM Ha PyWHAX OBIBIIMX MMPUTPAHUYHBIX KOPOJIEBCTB
Tpyoamu 0eXKeHIIeB H... MypaBhEB!

[Tpu3eMIUBIIKCH 32 YEPTOM TOPOOAa, MBI BEI3BAJIM OOJIBIIION ITEPEI0IoX, TOMIa J0O0IBTHEX 3eBaK
BBICOBBLIBAJIa CBOM HOCHI U3 BOPOT, YTOOB U3YYUTh HOBOMPUOBIBIINX U UX JIETAIOIIUH TPAHCIIOPT.
[To3gHee s y3HAA, YTO MBI He OBUIM IIEPBLIMU IIOJIETHUKAMHU, TOCETUBIIMMHU 3TH 3€MJIU, OOHAKO He
CUJIbHO OTCTa/IX OT IIEePBHIX, TAK YTO KHUTEJISIM eIll€ IIPEeCTOSIIIO MIOTEPSITh CBOE 0YapOBaHUE Iepef
3THMHU cyinecTBamMu. CTpy3uB CBOM BEIY, S U MOE HaBsI3aHHOE CONPOBOXKAEHHUE IIPOIIA B TOPOH, MOS
CTpaxa BHICMaTpuBasa J1to0ble MPHU3HAKK OMAaCHOCTH B 3TOM CTPAaHHOM M TaWHCTBEHHOM MecTe. He To
4yTOORI 15T 9TOr0 OBbINIa KaKas-mubo HyKaa, MECTHbIe XKUTeIH ObIIM 0YapoBaTeIbHEIMU! MEI
IIOJIYYUIM HACTOJIBKO TETJIOe IPUBETCTBUE, YTO S €iBa ero Mory onucaTth. C I0aBISIOIIIM
O0IBIIMHCTBOM B3bEPOIIEHHbIX IEPHIIIEK HAC COMPOBOUIIN B MECTHOE 3aBefieHue I0of] Ha3BaHUEeM
Xonm OTpgpixa', IpeKpacHYI0 TaBEPHY C XOPOIIer penyTalyel, IpuHagieXkallel U yIpaBisieMou
BEJIMKOJIEITHBIMU MUCTEPOM U MHUCCUC BesnnBesep.

Onu 06a 6b1IH OBIBIIMMY O€KEeHIIaMH CTOJIMYHOT0 ropofa JIupuu, 6yaydu ODHUMHU U3 TeX, KTo Oexkal
OT MIPOU3OIIE/IIelN TaM Tpareguu. 4 Becesno mobojiTana ¢ HUMU OBYMS, CTylIasi, KaK OHU [eJIUJIUCh CO
MHOM 3axXBaThIBaloIlllel NCTOPUEN UX BHIKKBaHU, To0era U MOCIeqy0Lero cllaceHus B pyKax
'Benukoro'. He Hy>kKHO ¥ TOBOPUTH, YTO MHE OUYEHb XOTEJI0Ch Y3HATh, KeM Oblna 9Ta IMYHOCTD, U 5 C
HeTepneHueM crpocuna 06 3toM. OHu 06a clerka ynbOHYIKUCh, IPEeXOe YeM OMKUCaTh OO0JIBIIOro U
MOTYYero MypaBbsi, 001aJaioIer0 UCKITIOUUTETbHEIM UHTEJIIEKTOM, IIEOPOCThI0 U JOOPOTOM, YTO
OBLT OTBETCTBEHEH 3a CllaCeHue MHOTUX BO BPeMs BOMHEI U YOUNCTBO 3BEPSI, YTO YHUUTOKHUIT UX
ooma.

Muccuc BannBesep oueHb X0Tesla epefaTh TO BEICOKOE OTHOIIEHNE, KOTOpOoe UMeeTcCs K Benukomy
cpenu xkutenei Bo3poxmeHus, 1 4TOOH MOM TEKCT HUKAK He BhIpaXkasl HEYBaKeHHUs K 9TOU
nuyHocTH! f manmeko He Takas, JOPOTOM YKUTaTElb, YTOOL MPUHUKATH KOT'0-TO, C KEM MHE eIlé
IIPEICTOUT BCTPETUTCS, OyOb OH MOHCTP MypaBeii unu HeT! [locie 0YeHb MPUSATHON Tparne3sl U
BaHHBI, YTOOBI CMBITh XY/IIIIME YAaCTH HAIIEero MyTelleCcTBUSs, 51 Yoanuiach, Oyoy4u IIOCBeXKeBIIeN U
TOTOBOY K U3y4YEHUIO ropofia Ha Clenyollnii geHb. Y 4To 3T0 0Ka3ascs 3a ropon! OTMeHHEIM,
YHUKAJIbHBIM U BIIOJIHE BEPOSITHO CaMbIM yBJIeKaTeJIbHEIM MEeCTOM Ha noBepxHOCTH [laHreprl! He
CITEIIX IT0Ka YTO CYAUTH O YEM-IHO0, YUTATEb, JIydlllee ellé Brepenu!

Brigepxka u3 I'naBa Tpu B 'TlyTemectytommas Tomnu B 3eMiax Komoruu', BEINYIIEHHON B
ExemecaynoMm 'BecTHuK [laHTreph!

Mory nu s 00bSICHUTD, UTO 3Ke TOJIKajio MeHs Brepéen? He oco6o. ITo kKakoii Ok TO HU OBLIO IPUYUHE
T0JI0C, 0OBIYHO TOBOPSIINY MHE 'O, JHTOHH, 3TO BEPOSITHO IIJT0Xas ues', ObIT CIIUIIKOM TUXUH,



yTOOBI TOMEIIATh MHE HECTHUCH fajbille. MoxkeT BOT KakK THHHU ITOCTOSTHHO cebs uyBcTByeT? Hu
COMHEHWM UM HEePEeITUTETbHOCTH B €T0 Pa3yMe BHE 3aBHCUMOCTH OT IIPEICTABIEHHbIX IIAHCOB UITH
HACKOJIPKO OTTACeH 3aHMMAaeMbIM UM IyTh. B oTnuuuu ot TuHHU, S 3HAIO, UTO He HemobeauM, s 3HA0,
YTO MYaThCS HANIPSIMUK B ropof [JeMoHOB ormacHO. OmHaKO ST BCE paBHO cOOMpPaCh 9TO CHAENATh.

91 9yBCTBYIO, UTO ABA/IATH TEJIOXPAHUTENIEH YXOIAT B TUIEP-HACTOPOXKEHHEIN PEKUM, HX MBICIIH
nepenanTcs MHe yepe3 Coopuruk. OHM YyIOT 30eCh OMacHOCTh, OYATO CMEePTENIbHYI0 MPSHOCTD B
BO3MyXe, U OHM XOTSAT yOETUTHCS, YTO CAEJAIT TO, YTO He0OXOmMMO, Jabkl S BEIKUI. B MoéM yMme s
Oorblie IepexRKuBalo 0 HUuX, 4eM 0 cebe. OHM BCe MOMHSITUCH [0 MSTOW CTYIEHHU, YTO SBIISIETCS IIaroM
BIEPEN, OMHAKO TaM 0[] HaMK COOPaIoCch MHOXKECTBO MOHCTPOB IIECTO CTyIeHH. [laxke C UX
UIeaIbHEIMU 9BOJTIOIUSIMU 3TOT0 MOXKET OHITh HE [IOCTAaTOYHO. He BaXXHO, UTO CIIYYUTCH, 5
YIOCTOBEPIOCH, UTO OHU BEIOEPYTCS ¥ JOHECYT CJI0BO 40 KomoHuu. ITo MOH mONT, Kak CTapeHiero.

ITo OOHOMY 60H€3H€HHOMY IIary 3a gpyruM, MeI CIIyCKaeMCH 110 CTOJ'I6y'.

IIeMOHMYEeCKHUI rOPOf - 9TO CTPAHHOE MECTO, XOTSI BO3MOXKHO 'TOPO[I' He SIBISETCS IPABUIHLHBIM
TepMUHOM. TeppUTOPHUS KaMEHHOT'0 JHUCKa OKPYKaeT CToI0 ¥ TaM He MOXKeT ObITh 00JIbIIIe
HECKOJIBKUX THICSY ITPOKUBAIONIAX MOHCTPOB. CaMU 30aHUS SIBJISETCS HEJIeIIBIM 3DPeIUIIEM,
YUMTHIBASI OTPOMHOE pa3Hoobpa3ue GopM ¥ pa3MepoB, KOTOPEIE MOTYT IPUAYMaTh IeMOHEI, He OBII0
IBYX ITOX0XKUX. B 0qHO# CeKIMU MOTJI0 OBITh MHOXKECTBO XKHUJIUII, IOCTABIEHHAIX IPYT Ha JAPYTE,
CO3[aloIIAX MOpPEe aKTUBHOCTH, TI0KA MaJleHbKHe JeMOHbI BXOOAT U BEIXOMST, B TO BPEMS KakK B IPYTon
MOT OBITH OJIMH TEIePHBIN aHTap, KOTOPHIH Ceaa CBOMM IOMOM 0CoO0eHHO 60sbiioi uHauBu. [Toka
MBI CITyCKaeMcsi, BCé 0oJibIiie 1 O0JIbIlle XKUTeIel 3aMedaeT HAc, TOMHUMAs B3TJISOb U YKa3biBas Ha
Hac.

BymeT uHTepeCcHO, eCJId MbI CXJIECTHEMCS C TAKUM OOJIBIIIMM KOJIHYECTBOM JEMOHOB OOHOBPEMEHHO,
OOHAKO, II0X03Ke, 3TO He TOT cay4yail. BOKpyr ocHOBaHUS, ITie CTOI0 BCTPEYaeTCs C JUCKOM, ST MOTY
BUOETH CTEHY, HaxKe Pas3fInuUTh CTOSIIUX BOKPYT HEE HA paBHBEIX MHTEPBaJlaX CTPaxKHUKOB. CTO/6 110
KaKOW-TO IpUYKHE OXpaHseTcsa? MHTepecHo...

CnycTs elllé mecsiTh MUHYT KapabKaHbs s HAaKOHEIl pa3MeCTHJT KOTOTKH Ha CaM JHCK, IPOTSIHYB CBOIO
HOTY [7Ig IPUHATHUSA Ha cebOs Beca, YTOOH 1 CHOBA MOT UMETh FOPU30HTAJIbHOE TT0JI0XKEHNE.

"AXXXXX! Kak e X0poIlo CHOBa OBITh Ha myockoctu! Mou OenHble HOXKY OynTo B orHe! I1o
KpaiHeu Mepe 5 CyMeJI 3al0JIy4uTh U3 BCETO 9TOr0 YPOBEHD."

"B XBaTtke?" Cmpocumna ['eHuiiaHTa, TPSICS CBOMMK COOCTBEHHBRIMK HOTaMH, "MOSI TPH pa3a MOJHSIIa
YPOBEHB Ha 3TOM CIIyCKe."

"TIpomonkay MogHUMATh 9TOT HaBHIK," HaKa3asl 5 eH, "eCiid THl KOTga-Iu00 CTaHeIllh MOEero pa3Mepa,
TO Tebe TOHamOOUTCS ero BHICOKHAY YPOBEHD."

BHe3amHo s OLIyTUI TAHYUIYIOCS K MOeMy Pa3yMy CBSI3b U 1 HHCTUHKTUBHO OTOMBAIO €€, OTIUXUBAs
Maruio ¥ pa3pe3as Ha JIEHTOUKH CBOMMHU KOHCTPYKIUAMU pa3yMa. g He MOTy BUEThH KOTro-Tu0o
BOKPYT MeH$, KTO, 4YEPT o6epH, MEITAETCS 3aTOBOPUTH CO MHOI0?

[Bynos BHUMaTeneH, MuBupus. KTo-To xoueT moOoTaTh]
[OHH yXKe ccccchenany IOIBITKY ]

[K Tebe Toxe?]



[Orraaaaaal

[Kak Bcé mpomno?]
[ pa3opBan ux Maruio Ha 4accctu!]
[OTnuunas pabora. [JaBail 3aiiMEM TyT 00OPOHUTENBHYIO IIO3UIIKI0, ITOKA OTOBIXaeM OT CITyCcKal]

[Toxa oTABIXal OT CIIyCKa, s OTJIAALIBAIOCH BOKPYT. [10X0XKe 4TO MBI B KAKOr'0-TO POJa CTPaHHOM
camy, Cyns 110 HeCKOJIbKO 0e3BKyCHOMY fJeKopy. He To 4T0OB 30eCh MOKHO ObIJIO YBUAETH MHOTO
PaCTUTENbHOU KU3HU. 30eCh NeUCTBUTENIBHO KTO-TO KUBET? [10BOJIBHO CKOPO MBI IIOJTyYH/IH CBOU
OTBeT, KOTfa NPUOIU3UICS YXMBUIAIOMIUNCS IeMOH, Ubsl KOXa IIOKPhITa MHOXKECTBOM 3JI0Bellle
BBITJIAOSLINX JIe3BUH. M CHOBa 5 OIIyTUJI TIHYIIYIOCS CBA3b pa3yMa, Ha 9TOT pa3 Oojee
YBaXUTEJIBHO, U 1 II03BOJIUI € KOCHYThCS MEH4.

[JTopp kemaeT rOBOPUTH C TOOOM] CKa3asl IeMOH.

Hukakoro npuBetcTBusa? Kak rpy6o. Ho BCE ke, 110 BUOUMOMY 3TOT TOPOJ YIIPaBIsSeTCS KeEM-TTH00
JKUBYIIUM 3[€Ch, MOXKHO YK U B3TJISHYTh Ha HETO.
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