ButBa OyieBana BOKpyT Aii3eka Bépma, u B Te KpaTKre MOMEHTHI, KOTa OH He O0TYassHHO CTapascs,
yTOOBI €70 He MMPOH3UJIU UJIU Pa3pe3aId HaIoIloIaM, OH rajfiaj, IoYyeMy OH BooOIe OBl 3[1ecCh.
IlaByieHHe CO CTOPOHHI KOJIJIeT ObIJIO YacCThi0 MPUYKHEI, OH MOT B 9TOM cebe mpu3HaThCsa. Korga Tpu
YETBEPTH CTPaXKel IOof ero PyKOBOACTBOM BHI3BAJIOCh IIOWTH BHU3 U IIOMOYb B 060POHE, OBIITO OBI
HEMHOT'0 HeJlero, eciu OBl OH, UX JIUep, He MOUIEN Okl C HUMHU. A eIré OBl 97IeMeHT T'OPIOCTH.
MypaBbu crenanu OYeHb MHOTOE, YTOOB IIOMOYb Oe3KeHIlaM, ¥ TeTePh, KOTHa Y JTI0fe MOsSBUIICS
IIIaHC BEPHYTH MOJIKOK, OBI7I0 OB I'Py00 OT HET0 OTKa3hIBaThCs. EIIé omHa YacTh ero, 6ojee 4ecTHas
YacTh, XKeJlajla IPU3HATh, YTO OH HaMesyICs YBUAETh 3nech Moppenuto. Korga MHOT0 Hefieb Ha3al
OHa yIIIJIa, OH COoXKaJsesl, YTO He MOIIEN ¢ Hel, U Temeph, Pa3 YK OHa Bo3Bpalanachk ¢ JIeTHOHOM, KaK
OH MOT He YXBaTUTHLCS 3a 9Ty BO3MOXKHOCTh? Yero UMEeHHO OH HafesjICst JOCTUYb, IPUydapuBas 3a
JKEHIIUHOM, YTO 3aXBaTUJIa €T0 CeP/Ile CBOMMU CBUPEINBIMY ¥ YIIPSIMBIMUA METOaMu, Oyoydu Ha
IIPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOMW CTOPOHE I0JIsT OMTBEI, OH HE MOT TOYHO CKa3aTh, OMHAKO MOMBITAaThCs cTouTo! OH
HafeJICcs, YTO MOMBITKA CTOUIA TOTO.

"TIOOHATD KOIIb4A, [IPY3b4A!" 3apeBen oH B 0OKpyXKalollleM I'POX0Te U MOHAMESJICS, YTO ero JTIau
MOTJIM €T0 YCIIBIIIATh, TOKa JIeTnoHEepHl MYaiy BIEePEN /IS 0YepPeqHOr0 CTOIKHOBEHHS.

KITMKKJIMKKJIAKKJIHK!

Pa3pascs xop menkamomyux Maaauoy, oKa MypaBby H3[aBaau CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN 00eBO KUY,
A¥i3eK YIIOPHO yaepKUBall CBOI0 00/1aCTh ¥ IBITAJICS HEe OBITh COUTHIM C HOT 3TUMU OTPOMHBIMU
MOHCTPaMHU BOKPYT HETO, II0Ka OHU IIPOIO0JI3ajiy APYT 10 OPYTY U LEISINCE 3a IIOTOJIOK B IIOTIBITKE
noOpaThCs [0 Bpara.

"3A KOJIOHHMIO!" B3pesen xpen no3anu Hero. "[IPUHECUTE BOSME3IWE TEM HEBEPHbBIM,
YTO OTKA3LIBAIOTCS ITPUHATH CTABIIEE ICHBIM IJIS HAC! CPAXKAUTECH 3A KOJIOHUIO!"

"Ila cpaxatoch 1, cpaxarch!" [IpoBopuan A3ek, akTUBUPYS CBOM HaBBIK CTEHBI LIUTOB U OTpaXKas
CBET MeYa BBEPX.

MypaBe# Hag HUM U30THYJ CBOM MMAHIIUPh, YTOOK! ITOTJIOTUTh OTKJIOHUBIIHMICS YOap, Ipexie 4eM
NEPHYTHCS BIIEPEN U MOMBITAaThCS BIEMUTHCSA B Me4 aTaKyloIIero cojgaTa, OMHAKO Bpar CIUIIKOM
YMEeJBIY ¥ BOBPEMS OTBET OPYKUe Ha3af.

"Tlompo6yit 3T0!" B3peBen oH U UCIIOIHUI UeaTbHbIM MUHU-PHIBOK, TIOKA Pa3XKUrajl CBOE KOIhE
9HEpruei M UCI0NIb30Bal JKCIePTHHIN Brimna.

YuCTHIM Iy4 CBeTa BHUIETEN U3 OPYKUS U 3acCTajl Bpara BpPacIljioX, YOapuB er0 IPSMUKOM B TPYIb.
Kpome Toro, 4TOOH BEIJABUThL M3 HETO BO3MAYX, yHap Bpoze Obl Majio Kak MOBJIUSI Ha Bpara. Psjb
COMKHYJIUCh BOKPYT COJIfIaTa, YTO BEPHYJICS B OUTBY CITyCTSI HECKOJTbBKO MI'HOBEHUM, TepeBENs AyX.

"Wx OpoHS CIUIIKOM, O/MH, Kpenkas. M3 1ero, mepT nobepu, 3TH MTYKH caenaHb?" [Jaxe Oyoydu
M3MOTAHHEIM B IIBITy OMTBH, A3eK He MOT He TI02KaJI0BaThCS caMoMy cefe 0 HeCIIpaBeqIuBOCTH
JKU3HU.

Y noka 6w1710 ucTHHOM, 4TO KooHus obecrneynsia CTPaXXHUKOB aOCOTIOTHO HOBBIM OPYKHUEM U
mocriexaMu, ropa3no 0ojiee KaYeCTBEHHBIMY, YeM UTO-TU00 M3 TOTO, YTO OBIJIO V HUX Ipexe,
IIPUCYTCTBOBAJIO HEOOIBINIOE OIIYIIeHNEe HEeCOPAa3MEPHOCTH, KOTla UX BLICTABUJIM ITPOTUB CaMOT0
Jlernona be3guel. U BCE ke mapeHOMY KOHIO B 3y0Obl He CMOTPST. Eciu ObI OH OBLI 3[IeCh B CBOEM
CTapoM CHapsXKeHUHU, TO ero rojoBa 6e3 BCAKUX [JIT HETO COMHEHUH yKe HeKOTOpoe BpeMs Ha3af
IIOKMHYJIa OBl ero njieyu.

"HE YCTYIIAWUTE EPETUKAM. 3AIIUIIAWTE ITYTh, KOTOPEIK MBI OBHAPYXKUJIU YEPE3



WCIILITAHUA U CTPATIAHMS. HE 3ABBIBAMTE TEX, KTO CITAC HAC! HE BPOCAMTE TEX, KTO
OCBOBOJIHNIJI BAC OT CTPAXA!"

A¥i3eK HUKOT[Ia He ITOHUMAJI, KaK Y 9TOT0 IIPOKJISITOTO Kpella He B30PBajach IIesi OT IPOU3BeIeHuUs
momo6HOM rPpoMKOCTH. Kak OH cumTa, 3T0 OBIJI0O HeYeI0BeUYeCKUM IposiBieHrneM. He To 4TOGH! y
Hero ObIJI0 MHOTO BpeMeHH, YTOOH! ITepekUBaTh 00 3TOM.

"TIOOHATD KOITbA!" CHoBa B3peBen 0H, KOTAa ABE CTOPOHLI CHOBa PUHYJIUCH OPYT Ha Apyra.

['pOXOT ¥ 3BOH CTAJIX 3AIOJIHUII €T0 VIIIH, II0KA BCIIBIIIKKA ¥ MepIlaHUs CBeTa OWIM B €ro rjaasa. 37ech
CpaXKkaJiuCh COTHU CYILECTB, KaXKJ0e MUCII0Ih30BaJI0 CBOM COOCTBEHHBIE HABLIKM, CHAPSIXKEHNE U
BPOXKIEHHbIE CIIOCOOHOCTH [0 TIPefiesia, T0Ka ABe CTOPOHHI U30 BCEX CUJI IIBITAIUCh IePXKAThCH.
Ati3ex 3aphyal ¥ 3aKpryall, HU3KO0 OMyCKasiCh Iepefl UCIIOJTHEHNEM XUTPOro yaapa mutoM. OH
OTBEJI OpykKHe ero MPOTUBHUKA IIOf APYTUM YTJIOM, YeM OKHKOAI0Ch, YTO 3aCTABUIIO COJIaTa
OTIIAHYTHCS HAa3af, MOKa ero He pa3opyxkuiu. He xkemas ymyckaTh 3Ty BO3MOXKHOCTE, AM3eK
aTaKOBaJI CBOUM KOIILEM, 3aJIeB JIeBYI0 HOT'Y JIernoHepa, BHIHYOUB TOTO YIIaCTh HA 3eMIIIO.

B MOMEHT najieHus MapHs ero COI3HUKHU 10 00e CTOPOHEI MOCIEIIHIIHA 3aKPHITh OPEIh ¥ 3aIUTUTh
CBOEr0 TOBAPWIIA, ITOKA Te, KTO ObIIM 1M03agu HUX, TPOIBUTAIUCE, YTOOR 3aII0OJIHUTh CBOOOTHEIE
MecTa. MypaBbH OTKA3BIBAIMCh II03BOJISITh 3TOMY CIYUYUTHCS TaK IIPOCTO ¥ IIPHITAJIU BIEPEN,
Opocasicb CBOMMHU TeJlaM{ Ha MeYHd Bpara B IIOIBITKE PACIIMPUTH OPeIlh B CTPOIO.

“TIOMOI'MTE MHE 3[ECbB!" Kpuknyn Au3ek, HafgesiCh, 4YTO KTO-TO CMOT yCJIbIIIAaTh €r0 CKBO3b IIyM.

Pa3 y MypaBbM XOTENIM aTaKOBATh, TO OH €IIé KaK He coOMpPasICs IO3BOISATh UM [Ie/IaTh 3TO B
opuHOUYKy! OH pyrascs u mieBajcs ¢ JUKOHM OTHadel, I0Ka HaHOCUJ yaaphl CBOUM KOIIbEM, OTYASTHHO
JKejasi pacuIMpuTh Opelllb ¥ YBEJIUYUTD OaBlieHue Ha MOHCTPOB, YTO IOTJIouany 6e3yMHoe
KOJINYeCTBO YPOHa, He OTCTYymas Ha3af. [I7g Alizeka ObIJI0 OBl HEBO3MOKHO UCIIOTHUTE U IIOJIOBUHY
3TUX TEPOUYECKUX MPOSIBIIeHUY 0€3 YCUIIEHUS, UTO OH IT0/Iy4Yas oT beliHa ¥ ero COpaTHUKOB. YeM
OoJbIlle JTI0feH ¥ MypaBbEB COOHMPAIOCh BMeCTe, TeM G0JIbIlle CTAHOBUIOCH YIIyYIlIeHUe, U MPSIMO
ceiiyac Ari3ex OBITT Ha BepIIMHE, er0 XapaKTePUCTUKY IIOOHSIIMCH 10 YPOBHEN, KOTOPHEIe OH HUKOTIA
He HCIBLITHIBAJ B CBOEH XKU3HMU.

"AIIUIIAUTE 3TY CBATYIO 3EMJTIO KAXKIOM ®MEPOM BAIIIET'O ECTECTBA! I[TO3BOJIBTE
CAMOM BAIIIEX IVIIE TPACTHUCH OT CUJIBI BAIIIMX YCUIIUH, [TOKA MBIl OTTOHAEM
[TOTEPABIINXCA. HE BUHUTE UX, JETH, 3A TO, HTO OHU UIOVT II0 JIOZKHOMY IIYTH,
XOJIOOHOMY Y OIMHOKOMY, BE3 CBETA OT BEJIMKOI'O, UTO 3ABEPET MX CTPAXU!"

OH BooOI11e 3aThKaeTcs?! Ali3eK OTTOJIKHYJI BCe MBICIIH O XKpelle U3 CBOel T'0JIOBHI, II0Ka OTYasiHHO
CpaxaJics Ha IepefNHux psgax. buTBa MOCTUTIIA amores, I0Ka 006e CTOPOHHBI HaleTalu Ha KPOXOTHYIO,
0eCKOHEeYHO Maylo JTUHUI0, KOTOPYIO OH co3man mis Komonuu, u oH 00HApyKKUBa BCE OOJIBIIYIO
TPYOHOCTH B YOEPKAHUU CBOUX MO3UIMH. [10T 3anMMBar rna3a, ero MuT OblT TOTPECKAHHBIM U
Pa30UTHIM, @ eT0 PyKa C KOIbEM TPSICIIAaCh OT YUCTOM ycTamocTu. OH OTKa3bIBaJICA YXOOUTh. [I0Ka
CpaxKkaloTcs MypaBbH, OYIET U OH.

"Upute ciopma, cusiomue yomonku!" OH 6pocusl CBOM 30B, TIOKa 3aCTaBIIsi ce0s IIPOA0IKATh
CpaxKkaThCs.

Y BOT mosiBuach oHa. [1o KOHIIa CBOEM KM3HU OH He MOT 00BSICHUTD, KaK y3Hal eé Tak OBICTPO,
OJHAKO B TOT MWT, KakK Ha TIJjla3a IIomajaachk pUrypa B KpacHBIX AOCIIeXax C KOPOTKUMHU TPyOBIMU
MeudaMU B KaxXJou pyKe, OH 3HaJI, YTO 3TO Onlna oHa. ETo cepplle 3amMeprio B TPyAY U Ha JIHUIle
MOSIBUJIACH TNIyIas yibiOKa. 715 3Toro ObIJIO COBCEM He BpeMs, OH 3HAJl 9TO, OOHAKO IT0YEMY-TO He
MOT 3TOMY IPOTHUBUTHCS.



"TTpuBet, Mopp. Kak noxuBaems?" YXMBIIbHYJICS OH.

OH He TOJIyYMJI OTBETA OO TOTO, Kak Moppenus pBaHyJia BIEPEN, €€ IBa OPYKHUS PA3MbUINCh, TIOKa
OHAa aTakoBaJia ero ¢ 000uxX CTOPOH. KakuM-To 00pa30oM OH CyMes IapHupoBaTh MEPBYIO aTaKy
IPEBKOM CBOETO KOITbsI, @ BTOPYIO BCTPETUThL CBOMM IUTOM. Bec 3TOro ymapa 4yTh He YHUUTOKUIT €T0
AT TIOJTHOCTHIO, ¥ OH 3aI003PHUJII, YTO ero pyKa BO3MOXKHO Obl/Ta CJIOMaHa, OMHAKO y HEro He ObII0
BPEMEHU BOTHOBAThLCA 00 3TOoM. [10 IpeKHEMY C TTTyIION YXMBIJIKOW Ha CBOEM JIUIE OH YOApPHUII B
OTBET, KOIIbE IIPOJIeTeN0, YTOOh 00HAPYXKUThL IIYCTOE MECTO, ITI0Ka OHa IofHUMasa 06a CBOMX OpyKHUS
B UleaTbHOM IepekpeécTHOM Ooke. OHa He fgajia eMy 0co00T0 BpeMeHH Ha BO3BpallleHHe MTO3UINH,
WCITOTHUB OBICTPHIN MTMHOK, YTO OTKMHYJ ero Ha MeTp. boxe, oHa Oblna cuibHa!

OH OBICTPO BBICTABHUJI CBOM HOTH M CHOBA MOMHSIJI OPYKKE, Kaxkaasi MPOJOJIKEHUS CPAKeHUS.
"9T0 BCE, uTO y TEOS ecTh?" Paccmesinics OH, "a MHe-TO Ka3aJioCh, YTO TH CHUIbHas!"
910 OBIn abcomoTHEIH 61ed, 1 0HK 00a 3TO 3HA/IM, OOHAKO OH He coOupacs OTCTynaTh, Kak U OHa.

"XAAAAAA!" B3apeBena Moppenus 1 Aii3eK MOT YBUAETh CKBO3b €€ IIJIeM, KaK €€ Irja3a 3aXkKIJIUCh
KpaCHBIM CBETOM OT NpuMeHeHus1 HaBrika Oepcepka.

Atizex Habmomas, Kak OHa MYUT BIIEPEN MIPSIMO B CTPOi MypaBheB, He obpalllasi BAUMaHUS Ha
OTIaCHOCTB, Oy[ITO KaMeHb U3 0CalHOM MaIlllHHEL. E€ opyxKue ¢ IETKOCThIO OTOMIIO €T0 KOMbE U LIUT B
CTOPOHEI, KOT{Ia OHa C TPOXOTOM Bpe3ajiach eMy B Ipynb, IPOHoIKas ABUTraThCs. OH MOYYBCTBOBATI,
KaK eTro HOT'M OTOPBAJIMCh OT 3eMJIH, TTIOKa €€ TIJIeY0 HEeCJI0 ero Bec rinybxe B cKomieHrue Kononuu.
Korga oHa HakOHeIl mpekpaTuia 0exaTh, TO PyXHYJIa II0BEPX HET0, 3aCTABUB 3aKAILJISITHCS C IIOJTHBIM
PTOM KpaCHOM KPOBH.

"Toxe mpusTHO ¢ TOOOM YBUAETHCS," CKa3as OH.

"Tel ©OWOT," pa3mascs OTBIEUEHHHIHM 0TBET. [IoKa MypaBby U JIIOOU COOMPAIMCh BOKPYT HUX, OHA
fpocusa CBOE OpykKue U copBasia LIJeM, OTKPHIB CBETY CBOU ITOIYHOYHO-YEPHEIE BOJIOCHI.

"TInenu MeHs, Ali3ek," cka3aja OHa.

Brlno 11 3T0 TpynHOE paHeHUe, WU 3TU BEJIUKOJIEIIHbIe CJI0Ba, TEM, YTO [IOBEJIO €ro 40 rpaHu?
HecKonbKO CEKyHJ CIIyCTS, ITOCie TOro, Kak Moppenus NogHsIa CBOM PYKH, COABasCh, U €€ B3N
1I0J CTPaxy, MypaBbu oOHapyxkunu Aiizeka 6e3 CO3HaHUS, C BEITEKAOIIel U3 MHOXKeCTBa PaH
KpOBbI0. TO, 4ero oHU He MOTJIN 00BSICHUTE, TaK 9TO OOUJIBHOTO KPOBOTEYEHUS U3 HOCA, YTO
IIPOJOJIXKAJIOCH JOJITO€e BpeMs IIOCTIe ero ucleneHus uMu. [Ipuyyna yenosedeckou Gu3n0I0ruy,
PEIINIY OHHU, U TYT Xe 3a0b1x 00 3TOM.
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