Cremueno. ComnHIle YTOHYJO Haneko B Mope ['po3, a Hag Pobeprom HaBucnu Cusbie ['opel. banoyp
3BOHKO II0KaJl 10 MOIIEHOW JOPOTe, N3pefiKa BCXpAIlbiBasi OT BUfa BbIIIETAIOIINX U3 KYCTOB IITHII.
Konpb uyBCcTBOBas ce6s1 HECIIOKOMHO, KaK 1 ero Hae3mHUK. Briepenu PoGepT Bumes AUl Mpak,
OKYTaBIIUH J1eC, OH He OB II0X0K Ha TEMHOTY HOYH. [[aKe IIOTOKH CUJIBI COIPOTAIUCh U
M3BHBaINUCh, 00X0Ms CTOPOHOM M3yMpymHblii iec. 1 4TO 3TO MOTJIO 3HAYUTh, BEIOMO JIUIITh
Bcenennom.

PobepT crexan B CTOpPOHY. Clenusics, OCTaBIsgs Med y cemyia. I1o 9Ty CTOPOHY PEKU eMy HUYTO He
yIpoKaso, faxe AUKKWE 3BepHU 3[1eCh ObITM WHBIMU. MOHAaxX MPOIIENCS BAOJb AePEBLEB, COOMpas
BETKH ¥ aJIble SITOMIbI INUTIOBHKUKA. Pa3Besi KOCTED U OKYHYBILIMChH B €T0 TEIIOTY, OH HaKOHeI]
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI TOJION ¥ HEBRHIHOCUMYIO JKaXKIY.

[ToxomaBUINCh B TOXOJHOM CYMKe, OH U3BJIEK BIJI€HOE MSCO, YEPCTBLIE X1e0IIHI, BOTY U CKYIHBIH
3arac MOATHUBIIMX OBOIIEHM, KOTOPLIMU ITOMETUIIUCE CENISTHE Ha NYyTH B AHTpoC. PoOepT ycMexHycs,
packinaasiBas efy. OH BIlepBble MOT B3JOXHYTh CIIOKOMHO, 0CO3HaBasi, 4YTO BCKOpPE, BO3MOXKHO, MOXKET
BCTPETHUTHL CBOIO OYb, XKUBYIO U 3MOPOBYI0. PoOepT Hamesyics, 9YTO MOUCKYU OYIyT YCIIEIIHH.

Opuako yeM Ooribilie OH yBepsi ce0s B TOM, UTO BCE OyaeT XopoIio, TeM 60bille COMHEHUN
3apoXkKaasoch B yllle, TOe MIUPUIach HETEPIIEIUBOCTh, TaK HECBOMCTBEHHAS €Tr0 BEYHOMY
cnokoicTBuio0. CoepXKuBas AyLIEBHLIE TTOPHIBEI, POOEPT cTapascs mepeBecTd CBOM MBICIIH Ha IMPOCKOY
BaeHnsr.

— Kak gaBHO 9T0 61710, — yIBIOHYIICS PoOEpT, epeMelnBast BETOYKOH OYpIIAIIyio B KOTJIE BOMY.
— Kaxk MHOT0 MBI 06pey, — BAPYT OMPAuUIIOCh €r0 IUI0, — ¥ KaK MHOTO ITOTEPSIIIH. ..

OH BOOXHYJI IOJIHOM I'PYHbI0 CBEXKUY BO3[YyX, JOHOCUBIIUICI BeTePKOM U3 M3yMpymHOro eca.
Myxu4nHa BCcerga 3amMmedall, YTO TOIbKO 3[eCh BO3MOXKHO HAJbIIIaThCA. ITUM BO3AYXOM XOTEIOCh
HacaxpaaThcs. [lepeMeraHHbIi CO CIagKOBAThIM 3allaXOM LIBETOB U CHIPOCTH, OH Ka3alcs
BOJIIIIEOHBIM.

— U Bcé XKe, — IpoOJoIKal TOBOPUTH OH, TTISIAA B KOCTEDP, — MBI HE IIOTEPS/IM BOCTIOMUHAHUS OPYT O
opyre. ¢ IOMHI0, KakK MBI igcany y Beyrnoro [IpeBa, 1 TOpHAKo, OT KOTOPOT'O THl MEHS CIacia...
Boru! 41 roBopio caMm ¢ coboit! — omomuauUncs Pobepr.

— Het, — neBy4e npousHec 1o 60 3HAKOMBIN T'0JIOC.
— Baena?!

V3 Mpaka, OKpyzKaBIlIero KOCTEP BHIIIIAa HEBHICOKAS CTPOMHAS XKEHIIMHA B TPO3PavyHOM OejioM
nnathe. OHa CKOIb3HYJIA Hafl TPABOM M CTPEMUTEIHHO MPUibHYyIa K PobepTy. E€ 00bsaTHS corpenu
IIPOIPOTIIee TeJo, a HEKHOCTh — AYIIY. 3alax e€ BOJIOC ¥ XKEeJITOBATOTr0 Tejla YAapuil B HOC ThICSUYe
CITagKuX HOTOK PacTeHUM.

— Ho T8I Bemb MEpTBa... — IIPOIIEIITall OH, HE 3aMedasd B IrojJioCe YOUBIICHU.

— Jla, — meyanpHO IPOU3HECIa OHA, HO POGEpT moYeMy-To IPOOIIKAIl MPUXKUMATh €€ K cebe, Takylo
POIHYIO H... TEMIYIO.



— 4 o4eHb CKydaJ, — IPOU3HEC MyXKUYHWHA, e[Ba COepKMUBas CIIE3b], — TH Be[b 3Haellb. Kak XKarb...
OYeHb XKaJb, 4yTo 51 TeOs moTepsin! Ho mouemy?

BaeHa moxarta mjieYaMu, BIIISIOBIBAsSICh 30JI0THIMU TJIa3aMu B ero royyosie. PobepT yneIOHYIICS, Tak
TIevaabHO, HO B TO XK€ BpeMst 00JIeT4€HHO.

— IloMHUIIIBL, MBI 6p0JII/IHI/I I10 IIeCKYy y peKI/I7 MEI TaK CMESINIUCh, TaK paI[OBaJ'II/ICB! Hoquy WMEHHO 4,
Baena? W3 gecsaTu YeJOBEK, TH ClIacjia JIUIIh MEHS. ..

— THI JOCTOHH.

— Thl roBOpHUIA 3TO, POJHAS, MHOTO pa3... — I'PYCTHO IIPOM3HEC OH, IOTJIaXKKUBast €€ U3yMPYIHEE
BOJIOCH!, B I'J1a3ax 0JeCHYIM IPYCTh C MOHUMaHueM. — Thl TaK HEMHOTOCJIOBHA... [I0X0XKe, 51 CILTIO.

Baena KHBHYIIA r0JIOBOM, He OTPRIBAA IT€YaJIbHEIX I'JIa3. P06epT B3OOXHYII, IIPHAXKATI eé K rpyou:

— BMecTo KOIIMapoB MHE CHUIIBCS THL... [IpoIIly, He yXOOu [0 PacCBETA, ITyCTh 3TOT COH GymeT
CaMbIM MTPUSTHBIM 3a BCE OBAAIAThH JIET.

OHu monro cupenu y KocTpa. PoOepT He yMoKasi pacCcKa3biBajl €l 0 CBOUX IIePeKUBaHUAX,
BCIIOMHHAJI UX CBUOAHMSA ¥ He3a0bIBaeMble 3BE3E], UTO CBETHUIIN UM I10 HodaM. OH BCE 00scs
IIPOCHYTHLCS U TaK CIEIINJI, YTO IMOPOM IlepecKaKuBall C OMHOM TeMH Ha ApyTryio. A BaeHa Bcé
MOTJISIAbIBAJIa Ha HETO U, CJIOBHO ITIOHMMas IIOPHIBH Y€JI0BEeYECKOM OYyIIU, fiepKaja ero, OTropaxuBas
CJIafIKW{ COH OT HaJgBUTAIOIIENCS KYTKOX pealbHOCTH. Ho BCE XKe CONHIIE HEYMOJIMMO ITOOHUMAJIOCh
HaJl TOPU30HTOM...

)%k

[TepBrIe Ty4Yu KOCHYNMUCH Muila Po6epTa. MemieHHO OTKPHIB T'lla3a, MyKYKWHA 3aMETHUJI, YTO JIEXKUT Ha
3eMie ¢ KyckoM xjie0a B pyke. [Teuans mpoHuKasna Bcé riy6xe B gyury. OH 4yBCTBOBaI
pasoydapoBaHue U CMSTeHUe, 00JIb YTPAThl U CTPax mepeq Hen30eKHBIM.

Cnemno nmepekycus, Po6epT B3o6pasicst Ha banoypa u, COpBaBIIKChH C MECTa, IOMYaJICsS BHU3 110
CKJIOHY, OCTaBJIsIs 3@ CIIMHOU BBICOKMU KpsixkK Cusbix ['op. [lyiia ero Tpenerasna Kak cephle CKaKyHa,
OosiBIIIETOCS OOJILHOTO JIeca.

IlepeBbsi CTAaHOBUIUCH BCE Omuxke. HakoHeIl MOXKHO OBIJIO PACCMOTPETh IIPEKPACHEIE JTeabl.
BrIcoKMe, C MKUPOKOH KPOHOH U OeJIEIMH CTBOJIaMM, OHH BEJIMUYECTBEHHO BO3BHIIIAIKNCH BIOJIb CEBEPO-
3amagHoro mobepexns Ac’Orap, mogmuTeiBaeMoro CHHBIO, BEIOPOCHBILEN HEOOIIBINYI0 PEYYIIKY
MEXKY rop.

Barnsag Po6epTa KOCHYJICS OTPOMHOTO IIITHA, 60JIee I0X0Kero Ha II0YePHEBIIYIO KyJy MyCopa,
pasbpocanHylo Ha Oepery. Hampasus Baoypa 4yTh ceBepHee, OH CTPEMUTEIBHO TPUOIU3UIIC K
03€epy, 3aCTHB HA HEBEICOKOM XOJIME.

B HOC ymapu pe3kuit 3amax mpoTyxinel peiosl. IToBemss HocoM, PoOepT CIPBITHYIT ¢ KOHS U, OBICTPO
c6exaB C X0JIMa, OCTAHOBHJICS Y PACKPHITOT0 TOMYTHeBIIEro rma3a Ctpaxa O3epa.



BriepBhie B XKM3HU OH BUAET 9TO CYIIECTBO C OIMHHBIMU CKIN3KUMU OTPOCTKAMU BOJIb OTPOMHOMU
roJioBel. 3HA4aIbHO CYIIECTBO OBIJIO TI0X03Ke Ha OTPOMHOI'0 OCBMHUHOTA, HO €CJIH IIPUTIISIAETLCS, TO
CTAHET SICHBIM, YTO 3TO HUKTO MHOM, KaK a00Kap — KOUYIOIINii 110 TOIBOAHEIM TOHHEJISIM MOHCTP,
CUMTAOMINNCS OIUKAUIINM POICTBEHHUKOM KpPaKeHa.

PobGepT comporuysncs oT OTBpallleHus. Bum MEPTBOTO CTpaxa He BBI3BIBAJ KaK IPUSTHBIX
BIIeYaTJIEHUH, TaK ¥ MBICTIeHM KacaTeIbHO OCTAIbHOM YacTH yeca. OTIsigeBUIIMCh II0 CTOPOHAM,
MyXK4MHa ToA004YEeHUIICS U IPUKUHYJI, KaKKe Yaphl HCII0Ib30BaIUCh AJIST YHUYTOXKEHUS MTOI0OHOT0
CylIecTBa. B ronoBy HUYTO He 71€3710, XOTS U MOHSITHO, YTO 9TO CPOAHU HEKOEMY ITPOKIISTHIO,
yIaBIleMy Ha Bech M3yMpymHbIH JIec ¥ ero OKPeCcTHOCTH.

— IIpuseTtcTBy1o Tebs1, PoOepT! — BOPYT IOCIBIMIANICS My2KCKOH XOJIOAHBIM T0I0C TO3afH.

— 3mpaBCcTBYH, MeTpoat, — y3HaB 3TOT I'0JIOC, TIOKJIOHUJICS MOHAX, pa3BOpadyuBasiCh, — ChIH
Iopoara. Pan Bunets Te0s!

BrICOKMIE ac’Tys C HaIMEHHBIM BEIDaKeHUeM Y3KOro JIfIla ¥ 3aIIETEHHBIMU B KOCY U3yMPYIHBIMU
BOJIOCAMU CTOSJI PAROM C KOHEM PobepTa, IpuaepKuBas TOro 3a OBOAbS U IOTJIaKKBas MIBIIIHYIO
rpuBy. [IIuTEle 30JI0TEIMU U CHPEHEBBIMU HUTSIMU py0alliKa co ITaHaM{, UTPUBO OTpaXKalu JIy4u
SIPKOTO COJIHIIA. 3a IIPaBBIM IIJIEYOM MYZKYUHBI [IOKOUJICS JIYK U CTPEJIHL.

— Te1 K MO€eu cecTpe?

— CKopee K TOMy, 4TO OT He€ 0CTaJloCh, — C IPYCThI0 OTBETUTI POOEPT, MOSHUMASCh Ha XOJIM.
— [Ipusny, Tel OgUH?

MeTpoaT KOPOTKO KUBHYJI. B 30/I0THCTHIX T/Ia3ax YMTAIOCh BOJTHEHUE, CKPEIBAEMOe 3a
BBICOKOMEPHBIM B3TJIIOM. [TpHHI] HEPBHO OMPaBUJI IOTHSBIINYIOCS PyOaIlKy, pa3BepHYJICS U TOIIET B
CTOPOHY Jieca.

— PoGepT, Mol Hapon B Oefie, — Me[JIeHHO IPOM3HOCUII OH, He OTIyCKas noBoabeB bamoypa. — Kak
BUOUIND, 00JIE3HB HE B CAMUX acC’TyJI, OHa B IPUPOJIe, YTO 10 3Ty cTopoHy Cuswix I'op. He 3Haro,
IpofeNiKu 1 3T0 McomaMa, 6o MPOKIIsATHE, HAcllaHHOe Ha Jiec... B mo0oM U3 ciiy4yaes, OTell
IIENYeT, YTO MHI IOJIKHEI 00paTUThCs K Co3maTernto.

— DT0 HepeasibHO, — Joragascs Pobepr, 1maras ciiemoM.

— MMeHHO, — 0CTaHaBIMUBasCh y ONYLIKYU Jieca, 0TBeTUI MeTpoaT. — Hamumx cus, gaxe ¢ OTLOM U
IpeBOoM He XBaTHUT, YTOOHI ITPOfieNiaTh ALIPY B 0005109Ke IKcunoHa. Ho aTo...

— 3TO 4YpeBaTo Ii...

— He nepe0OuBait MeHs, xaH! MHe He BaXXKHO, CKOJIbKO ITOTUOHET CYIecTB! — BOPYT BhILIET U3 Ce0s
npuHIil. — MHe BaxeH pe3ynbTat, PobepT! Eciiu MBI He TIOMIEM Ha 3TO ceidyac — HECSITKU THICSIY
ac’Tyq yMpyT B CTPALIHBIX MyKax!

— OueBupgHO, Tebe MIeBaTh Ha OCTAbHOM MUP... — YCMEXHYJICSI MOHaxX. — Ho MHe He BCE paBHO!
[TocnencTBus, KOTOPBIE BEI30BYT 9TH AEUCTBUS — YKaACHHI!

MeTpoaT ¢ Ipe3peHHON YXMBIIKON B3TJITHYJ Ha PobepTa, momxkas HUKHIOW ry0y. [Tepebupas B
T'0JIOBE TIOAXOMSIIINE CII0BA, OH HEKOTOPOE BPeMsT MOJTYall.

— Tebe HUYTO He YyIPOKaeT, KaK U «OCTaJIbHOMY MUPY», HA KOTOPHI MHE IeHCTBUTEILHO I1JIeBaTh!



— HAKOHEII CKa3aJl MPUHII. — 3aBTpa HOUbI0 000I0YKY IPOOLIOT IBa HEOECHBIX KaMHsI. MHe HYKHO,
yTOOBI TH YAEepKa Ty Opelllb, TOKyma MBI OTIIPaBIisieM CUTHaj. Bcero-to!

PoGepT cKpecTus Ha TPyOy PYKH, IpaBas OpOBh MeJIEHHO IOI0JI371a BBepX. Ero ymuBiisiia HarIoCTh
MeTpoaTa, HO CKa3aTh 9TOTO OH HEe MOT — KaK HYM KPYTH, OH YyXKaK B 9TOM IIapCTBe.

— THI 4eM-TO HEeJOBONIEH? — 3apaB HOC, CIIPOCHUJ IPUHII.

— IIpotury IpOCTUTE... HO Aa. f mpumen He momoraTh Ac’T'ynagy, MHe HYKHO SBUTHCS K BaeHe u
IIPDOBECTH LIEPEMOHUIO «IIOTPebeHus»... UK KaK BBl 3TO Ha3kIBaeTe.

— Twi BCE ycreenib, — BJIIdCTHO GPOCI/IH MeTpOBT, IMOA3bIBAsA KPATKUM OBUKEHNEM DYKU HEM3BECTHO
OTKYya B3ABIINXCA CTpa}KefI jieCca. — HpOBeJII/ITe Halllero roCTA KOPOTKUMHU IIYTAMHU K AC'TI/IOHy.

CTpaxu OTCaIOTOBAJIH U, OBICTPO OCEJIaB CKPLIBABLINXCS B OMHOM M3 OBPAroB KOHEH, BHIXKHUIAIOIIE
B3TJITHYNH Ha PoGepTa. MeTpoart, He omycKast 30JI0TUCTHIX T1a3, yKa3al MOHaxy Ha basoypa, a 3ateM
Ha OTPSA.

— E3xaii, xaH. Jlec moMoxkeT TBOeMy KOHI0 MuaThCs 6e3 yctanu. K Beuepy BH yxKe OymeTe B
Ac’'Tuone.

PoGepT cHOBa MOKJIOHUJICS ¥ OTOWIEN OT COOeCeIHMKaA, HE TOBOPAYMBAsICh CIIMHOM. YTKHYBIIUCEH B
Banoypa, MoHax GbICTPO 3alIPHITHYJI B CEJJI0 ¥, COPBABILINCH C MECTA B rajoll, 6poCHIl HeyBePEHHBIN
B3TJISI Ha COMTPOBOXKMAIOIINX.

BcagHuKy MYanuch MeXy OePeBbSIMHU M BEICOKMMU KyCTaMH, HEBEIOMO KaK HaXO[ls IIyTH U TalHbIe
Tponku. KaXkawli ac’'Tyn ¢ poXaeHUs 3HaJ CBOM Jiec ¥ He TePSJiCS MeXAY ABYMS OJUHAKOBBIMU
neafiaMu, HO PoOepT maxe He ycleBas 3allOMHUTD ITPOJIeTaoIe MUMO I'la3 KapTHHBI OBParoB 1
PHITBHUH, TyTOB U omyuieK. OH [aXxe TOJKOM He YIIPaBIsaiI KOHEM, U eAUHCTBEHHOE, YTO EMY
0CTaBaJIOCh — IOTPYKEHHUE B IMeYasbHbIE MBICIIH, TITy0OOKHe, CJIOBHO COH. YeM GoJIbIlle OH TOHYT B
HUX, TeM 3aMeTHee BCE BOKPYT MEPKJIO, IIOKy[la BHOBb HEe 3aropesioch OYMHBIMU KPaCKaMU.

Baena cTosa Imepen HUM BCE B TOM Xe IaThe. He cpa3y oco3HaB, rie oHU OKa3anuch, PobepT Ha
MT'HOBeHUe onemnu. 2KeHI[uHa MeJjJIeHHO MOAIIIbIIAa K HEMY U C TOY JXKe HeXHOCTbI0 00HsIa, Lenys
B I'yOHI.

— B aTOT pa3 TH He COH... — 3ameTuil PobepT. — f B CO3HAHUM, HO MOM pPa3yM He [OJIKEH CO37aBaTh
3TUX BUIEHUMN.

— Her, PobGepT, He coH! — mpo3BeHesa 0HA. — KaxXblil yMepIIi CTAHOBUTCSI YaCTUYKOM Jieca,
IIPOBOOHUKOM IJI51 MOJIOJBIX POCTOYKOB. f — IpH3pak ¥ pafa, uTo [JopoaT OTIYCTUI MEHS
IIPHCMATPUBATh 3a TOOOM.

— 3HAYMUT, Thl CMOXKEIIIb OTBETUTh HA MOU BOIIPOCHI?

Baena HEYBEPEHHO KUBHYIIA. Ha eé BBITAHYTOM JIHIIE C 0J1eKJ10-30JI0TUCTEIMH TJIa3aMU IOSBUIIACH
ynblﬁKa. XKeHmuHa B3sg71a ero 3a PYKYy U IIOB€Jla Tyda, I'H€ PACKMHYJIaCh IIBETOYHAA II0JIdHA, 3aJIUuTas
COJIHEYHBIM CBETOM.

— Kaxk [1aBHO THL... CKOHYaJIach? — YyBCTBYS, YTO BOIIPOC HEYMECTEH, BCE e CIIPOCHUII MyXKYUHa.

— Hauarmno BTOPOIr'0 MeCdlIla Balllero JIETa.



PobGepT pe3ko ocTaHOBUJICS, IS Ha Hee. [Tambllbl caMu co00M pa3Kaluch, a B TOJIOBE 3apOAuUIach
HOBasi, 60Jiee myrarolrast MeICITb. [TPOIIIO MOYTH IIOJITOPA MecsIla, a Y3HaJl OH TOJIbKO IBE Helen
Ha3apn. Ho noyemy Tax monro tauysn UrHamnuyc ¢ nuceMoM? [ToyeMy OH 0THas ero TOJIbKO Cernyac,
Befb OT jieca 10 MOHACTHIPSA Iof BemHycoM nonTopsl Hepgenu nytu?! Yto ecnu?..

— [IpaBunbHO KyMaemib, MOU Iy4 cBeTa! — Haxmypuiack BaeHa. — Ilo TBouM maTaM UIOET CIEXKa U
cMepThb. Bu3uTcs geHb, Koraa JIofCcKoe Ipefcka3aHne CTaHeT IBbI0. M Th ero NpuONIu3Uillh.

— INpenckasanune? — youuics PobepT, moguuMast 6poBb.

— CTpaHHO, YTO THI O HEM He CJIBIIIa... — OIyCTHUJIa B3rIsA BaeHa. — 3aBTpa TH BCE MOMMEIb. f He
cTaHy Tebe HU4ero roBOPUTD, ITIOCKOJIBKY 3TO YPeBaTO MOCIeACcTBUIMHU. Kaxkmoe MOE CJII0BO MOXKET
CYNATh BeJIMKNE IIepeMeHb], He TpeHadepTaHHbe BceneHHoM.

— OvueHsb XkaJb... Kak Hama go4s? T YyBCTBYeIlb €€7
— Hert, — xMypo oTBeTu1a BaeHa, akKypaTHO JI0KacCh MeX[Y I[BeTaMu, — 00JbIlle He YyBCTBYIO.
— Ho 4T0 370 3HAYUT?!

2KeHIMHA TPUIOTHSIACH Ha JIOKTE, BOPOTHHUYOK IIJIAaThsI OTKUHYJICS, OT0JIsIsl aKKypaTHoe 1iedo. OHa
TIOCMOTpEJIa B €T0 Ij1a3a U, BOPYT YIBOHYBIIKNCh, OTBETHUIIA:

— OHa XuBa, He BOJIHYUCS!

3BOHKHI CMeX pas3jIeTesiCs Hall MONISTHOH, B HEM CIIBIIIANOCh Apebe3kaHre peku. PoGepT pacmibiics
B yIBIOKE U IPHUIET pssmoM. OHU BHOBb TOBOPUIIH, KaK M OBAALATh JIET Ha3all, MeuTas U CO3[aBas
panyXHbIe WITIO3UH TOr0, 4ero 00jbille HUKOTHa He OyaeT, ¥ B TOT MOMEHT, Korga PobGepT
TI0YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO COH MOAKPAJICS ¥ OKYTall €r0 TEIUILIM OesIJIOM, ITOCTIBIIIAIICS r0JI0C BaeH::

— Po6GepT, npocHucCs!

MoHax packpsii ria3a. Bokpyr cremuesno. OH cumen Ha banoype, CKIIOHUBIIKCE K ero TpuBe. [lepeq
HUM IIpOCTUpPAscs ropox Ac’'BuTtan co cBouMu 0eT0KaMeHHBIMU HOMUKAMHU, MOILIEHBIMY IIJIOMIAIMH,
MCKYCHO BO3BENEHHKIMU CKYJIBITYpaMu U GoHTaHaMu. [[BaAIaTh MSTh JIET Ha3ald 3[ech Oypiunu
JKN3Hb, PafioCTh, Becesibe. BCé 3amponacTUIocs B OMWMH MUT, OCTABUB CJe[ Ha Julle DKCUIoHa. HeiHe
IyCThie TEMHEBIE YITHIE, OCBEIlaeMble HEKOTIa MATKUM CBETOM (POHAPUKOB, KAa3aJIUCh yTaAIOIIAMH.

PoGepT CIIpHITHYT C KOHS, IIepeKU/bIBast IIOBOABS Yepe3 rojioBy. bamoyp BAPYT CTaj yIupaThCsa U
BCXPAIIbIBATh, HE JKejlasi BXOOUTh B MEPTBHIM ropof. KombiTa SpOCTHO B3PBIXIISIIIN 3€MITIO.

— Trl 4ero? — MSATKO CIIPOCHJI MOHAX, TIOTJIaXkK1Basi MOPAY CKaKyHa. — Te0e cTpamHo... MHe Toxe. 4
6010Ch BUOETh OTM3KUX MHE CYIIeCTB MEPTBHIMU. JlagHO, OCTaBalCs 3[E€Ch, Aajbllle 5 MOKUAY OfUH.

KoHb CITOBHO IMOHMMAIOIIe TOCMOTPEIT Ha X03s1Ha, a 3aTeM, HECIIeITHO YIaIuBIIUCh K OIYIIKE,
TIPUHSIJICS IIUIIATh COYHYIO TPaBKy. PoGepT moxar munedyaMu, Ho 00epHYBIIMCH K TOPOIKY, HECKOIBKO
3aMenikascs. OH CMOTpeJl Ha y3eHbKKe YI0YKH, PACIMCHEIE MOMUKY U3 0EJI0r0 KaMHsI, a TaKXKe
pe3HBIe CTaBHU ABepei. Po6epT He cpa3y 3aMeTHJI, YTO y Bbe3/la eT0 BHOBH MTOJKUIAIOT.

— HWpém 3a MHOM, — IIpou3HeCjla HEZKHBIM, HO ITI€49aJIbHBIM I'OJIOCOM BaeHa, IIPOTATHUBAA PYKY.
— Hapetocs, 5 He CIIio...

— Her, He cniumib. A Mory siBNaThCS TeOe HasBY JUIIb HefaneKo OT CBOero pusndeckoro Tesna. XoTs



sl U3PSITHO UCTPATHIIa COOCTBeHHBIe CUIIBL. [10Kamyii, MEeHs XBaTHT TOJIbKO Ha TO, YTOOBI ITPOBECTH
Te0s K OBEpSIM.

— Twl mucana, YTO Hallla OoYb B Mcrapae, — Havyasl OH. — APpPHs elne Tam?

— B mocnmepmHui pas, Korma s €€ Bumena — 9TO0 ObIJIO 3a fieHb 00 Moel cMmepTu. OHa O6exkana B
Vicrapm, ogHAKO 51 He YBepeHa, 4To Appusi He CMeHUIIa TOPOfI, @ MOXKEeT yXKe IBa.

PoGepT B3MOXHYII, My OY€Hb HE XOTeJIOCh TePSTh IIOCIeIHNEe MUHYTH Ha Pa3roBOp O XKUBHIX. OH
XOTEJI TaK MHOT'0 PaccKa3aTh O CBOEY XKM3HU 6e3 He€, YTO MONPOCTY TEPSJICS B MBICTISIX.

— 4... — 3amemkarncs Pobept. — f BuxKy Te0s B IOCTIeOHUN pa3, U MHE X04eTCS 3HATh, II0UYEMY THI
torpa u3bpasna MeHs? 4 3Hal0... 14, 51, II0 TBOMM CJIOBaM, LOCTOXH, HO II0YeMy UMEHHO 51?

— TBost cynpba — OHa... — 3agyMmanach BaeHa. — YkacHa. MHe 04eHb KaJjlb, YTO U3MEHUTD €€ He B
IIpaBe HU OJHO CYIIeCTBO JKcuiaoHa. Ho B TBou pyku, Po6epT, BO3/710:KEH BeIMKHH Iap U TOJIBKO THI B
CHUJIaX UCIPaBUTh CYyAbOLI HapomoB! U, K HeCYaCThIO, MBI IPUIIUIH, — B3[IOXHYJIa OHA, OCTAaHABIUBASICh
y Pe3HOU OBepu. BHYTPH TYCKJIO rOpes CBET, HO He OT IJIaMeHH JIaMIIafKH.

BaeHa, OyATO yTpeHHUYM TyMaH, paCTBOPHUIACh B BO3yXe, OCTABUB IOCJIEe Ce0s UMb JIETKYIO IBIMKY.
PoGepT, ub€é cepplie OeleHo KOIOTUIOCh B TPYIX, PaclaxHyl gBeph, B3IbIMas BBepX
00pa30BaBIIMMCS CKBO3HSIKOM THICSYU MCKOPOK-IBIIMHOK, TAPUBIIKUX HU3KO Hap 1nonoM. OHu
[IePeMUTUBA/INCh, CBEPKAJIA HaJ €r0 I0JI0BOM, MelJIEHHO ocefias BHU3. OUYeBUOHO, OHU U JaBajlyd TOT
CaMBbIil TYCKJIBIM CBET.

Po6epT cTymasn mo ycTeJeHHOMY Ha II0JTy KOBPY, KaXKIBIM IIaroM Pa3TOHsIs B CTOPOHY UCKOPKH-
neITUHKY. OHM KITyOUTUCD Y €T0 Callor, JIOKHUIUCH Ha HUX U TYT XKe B3neTand. OHU 00BOJTaKHUBaIN
MUPHO JIexaBIlee Teno Baenrl. Marus neca He gaBajia el 3aBIHYTh, PaCTBOPUBIIKCH B TaKyl0 XKe
MCKPSIIYIOCS IIBLTb.

MyX4YrWHa OCTAHOBHJICS Y CAMOM KPOBaTH, Tfie Jiexkasla ero Bo3/o0neHHas. B myire oOpa3oBajack He
IyCTOTa, a mpomacTb. OH MOHUMAJ, YTO GOJIbIle HUKOTa €€ He yBuouT. OCOo3HaBas, YTO IIyTh B JIEC
€My TaKXKe 3aKpHIT, Ja ¥ K YeMy Telepb CIofla BO3BPAIaThCs?

PoGepT omycTusncs Ha KOJeHY, IPUIbHYB ry0aMu K e€ xoyiofHOMYy 10y. B ropse cran KoM, OH
YyBCTBOBAJ], KaK HaKaThIBaeT BOJIHA 00JIM, CTpaxXa, HEHaBUCTH. ..

— [ToueMy? — BBIIOXHYJI OH ApoXKaliuMu rybamu. ['ma3a nmokpacHenu. — f Bcerya 3Haj, 4YTO yMpPYy
paHbie Tebs. 4 XKpman 3Toro... Ho Kak mepeBepHyncsa Mup 6e3 tebs!.. Kto g 6e3 Tebs?!

Cnésbl CopBaIUCh C TONMYyORIX T71a3, yTomnas B cefol 6opone. OH IOJT0XKHUII TOJIOBY €i Ha PYKY U HOJIr0e
BpeMs B3[paruBai, phifas. [IprunTas u 1enys, OH JyMal, 4YTO HUKOT{la He CMOXKEeT OTOPBAThCS OT
Heé. OH 006kuras cedsi BOCIOMUHAHASIMHY, HeCOBIBIIMMUCS MeuyTaMu. OH COXKaJles, YTO OTHAaK/IbI
yIIEJT B MOHACTHIPh, GPOCUB €€ OfHY... HaBcerga. Po6epT mOHUMAJ, YTO OHA Ta eJUHCTBEHHAS
TIOJIOBMHKA €T0 AYIIH, KOTOPOH yxKe HUKoraa He 6ymeT. YacTh ero BHYTPeHHEr0 MHUpa moruba
BMeCTe C eIMHCTBEHHOM 11000BbI0. OH JOJIr0e BpeMsi JepzKajl e€ 3a PyKy, MoIda IJIsas Ha
CIIOKOMHOEe MepTBeHHO 6iefgHoe nmuIlo. [TomxKuMasi ry0rl ¥ CUIISICh YTO-TO MMPOM3HECTH, OH M3[aBan
JIUIIb XPUIISIINE 3BYKU U3 CAABIIEHHOTO TOPJIa.

CnoBHO B MapeBe, OH IIOJHSN €€ Ha PYKH, BBILIET U3 IOMa ¥, HETOPOIIJIUBO IIPOUS 110 MEPTBEIM
y/louKaM, HaKOHeI] OCTAHOBUJICS y bamoypa, C ”HTepecoM pacCMaTPUBABIIETO HOIIY XO3sSWHA.

— Besu mens1, — npoxpurnen PobepT, B300paBLUIMCh Ha CKaKyHa. — MYuCh!



Konb copsasicst ¢ mecta. OH MYaJICsl CpEOU IePEeBhEB, CAMOCTOSTEIBPHO HAaX0/s IyTh HapyxKy. CTIOBHO
3aBeIEHHBIH, OH HECCS OBICTPEE BETPa, CBUCTEBIIETO B €0 I'puBe, a POOEPT MU MPUKUMAIICS K
obmsikiemy Teny BaeHsl. ['0510Ba €€ OyATO Yy TPAMUYHOMN KYKJIB TOKaUYKUBalach B Pa3Hbe CTOPOHH! B
TaKT OBUKEHUSIM KOHs. PoGepT cTapascs He JyMaTh O TOM, YTO B €r0 pyKaX IIOKOUTCS YBSIHYBIINAN
IIBETOK, POKIEHHBIN 3TUM JIECOM.

MyxXunHa IPUKAJICI K €€ HelOIBUKHOMY TeJy CO BCeH HEeKHOCTHIO, ¥ KaK HA BOBPEMsI, HO BCKOpe
BIIEPe[H I0Ka3aaach peka. Mpak BCE CUIIbHEee CTYIaCs Iepel PacCBeTOM, a JIYHH CIIPSATAIUCh 3a
T'PO30BEIME TyuyaMu. Banoyp oCTaHOBHUIICS ¥ MOCTa H, OIIYCTHB T'OJIOBY, CTajl MOJTYa HOXKUAATHCS
X035IMHA.

PoGepT cryctumncst BHU3 K peke. CBepkHya MonHus. OH, aKKypaTHO IIpUAepXKuBas BaeHy, BO3TOXKUI
€€ Ha Bofly cKkopoTeuHo¥M Cunu. U3yMpygHEIE BOIOCH XKEHIIUHE BMUT HAaMOKJIH, yTomasi. XJIbIHY T
nuBeHb. OH CKPHIBAJI €0 CIIE3HL.

MyXurHa HaKJIOHUJICS K e€ ULy, 3aKPhIJI I71a3a, IeNnys eé B TyOHL.

— 4 mo6mio Tebs... — MpoIIenTas OH, pa3XuMas PYKH.

)%k

— THI BCE Xe BEepPHYJCSA? — YOUBIEHHO MPOU3HEC MeTpoat, 060paunBasch K Hae3gHUKY. — f Bcerma
3HaJI, YTO TH HE OTBEPHEIIBCS OT CTPAXKIYIIUX.

— ITo Tebe He CKaxelrb, YTO THl U3 CTPAXKIOYIINX, IPHHII, — CIIyCKasich ¢ Bamoypa, mpousnéc PobepT.

— MHe 6e3pa3IUYHO TBOE MHEHME, XaH, — XJIQMHOKPOBHO OPOCHUII IPHUHI], — CTPagaeT MO Hapo, a
1 C HUM 3a0nHO!

Pobept mozan miedamu, mpoMosrdaB. OH JIEHUBO IIOTHSIT B3TJISAA KPACHBIX I'1a3 K HeOy, Habomas 3a
IpUOIUXKAIMMUCST OTHEHHBIMU 1apaMu. OHM Ka3aIuCh HAaCTOJILKO JAJIEKUMHU, HO B OTHOYAChe
CTOJIb OJTM3KUMHU, YTO HEBO3MOKHO OBIIIO OIIPEeNeuTh, KOorfna HeOeCHbIe KAMHY IIPOPBYT 000JIOUKY
HebocBoga. MyxXurHa HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi CMOTpeIl B rony0Oylo fiaib, B TO BpeMsi Kak MeTpoaT
Ha0JII0Man 3a paCCTaHOBKOW TaMHCTBEHHBIX CBETAIIUXCS KaMHel y Beunoro [Ipega.

Mosnax HETOPOIIUBO IIEPEBENT B3TJISA Ha BEICTYNUBIINE U3 3eMJIM THTAHTCKUE KOPHY, 3aTEM Ha
IIUPOKUH CTBOJI JlepeBa, HallOMUHABIIET0 0OBIYHEIN Oy0, HO C MIPOJOITOBaTEHIMUA U3YMPYOHBIMU
JIUCTHSIMU U OeJbIM 11BeTOM KOpHL. I[IpoKue BeTBU JalleKO PAaCKUHYINCEH HaJ 3eMJIEN, HAaKpLIBasl BECh
X0JIM HEIIPOHULIaeMEIM KYIIOJIOM.

— 3Haellb, XaH, — Hayasl MpuHI, HabJonas 3a B3rIs0M YelloBeKa, — sl TeOs BeIuKas 4ecTh
cTosiTh y Ac’'JIean. M MOCKOJNIBKY MOSI CECTpa MepTBa, ¥ Te0st 00JIbIlle HUYero ¢ HaMu He CBSI3bIBaeT...

— Appust — MosI 0Yb, — BHOBb HApO4HO Iepedus PobepT, — oHa YacTh Balero yeca. CBsI3b MEXIY
HaMM eCTb, Haxe OOJIbIlle, YEM paHee.

— He ynoMmunaii npu MHe 0 BallleM OTIIPBICKE, — HETOPOILJIMBO CO 3JI0CThIO IPOroBOpuiI MeTpoar.
— M= He IpUBETCTBYeM NpepaTenei. U TeM He MeHee, Tebs ¢ HaMu 60Jiblle HUYEro He CBSI3LIBAET.



Hapetoch, Thl IOHUMaEIb, YTO 5 60JIee He X0Uy JIUIEe3PETh TBOIO HATIyI0 GU3MOHOMUIO B MOEM
IIapCTBE, ¥ KaK TOJILKO Mbl CBEPIINM 3aflyMaHHOE U 51 OCHITLTIO Te0s YeI0BEYECKUM 30JI0TOM — THI
yUoems!

PoGepT Mom9a KMBHYJI, JeJIaHO IIOCIYIIHO OMycKas Ila3a. I[IpuHII, yOOBIEeTBOPEHHEIN OTBETOM, C
BBICOKOMEPHEIM BHJIOM VIIEN K KaMHSIM, KOHTPOJIUPYS TOYHOCTb YCTAHOBKY, @ MOHAX PEIIHJI, YTO
CTOUT MPOTYJISATHCS IO MOJISIHE, THe OH KOraa-To OTyKaalt ¢ BO3M0OIeHHOM.

EMy BcTpedasnuch UTPUBLIE PY4YeHKH, MJIECKABIINECS Ha KaMHSX, OTPOMHEIE BaIyHbI, CBaJIeHHHIE B
OJHY Ky4y. 3a CTOJIbKO JIET OHM CPOCJIUCH C 3eMJIEH, Koe-Tfie IPoOUBaUCh LIBETHI C OeIBIMU
o6yroHamu. PoGepT 1IENT MefiJIeHHO, HaclaXkaasch 3ByKaMHU, 3aniaxaMi, BugamMu. OH 04eHb XOTeJl XOTS
ObI Ha CEKYHMYy BCTPETUTHCS ¢ BaeHOMH, HO [yX e€ ocrab ¥ He MOT KOHTAKTUPOBATh C BHELTHUM
MHPOM.

Korpga-To maBHO 110 3TO¥ ITOJIsTHE IPOTYIMBAIKCEh NECSITKY ac Ty, celyac ke He COCUUTATh U NeCsTH.
Becénsle u 6e33a00THBIE JTHIIAa OMPAYMIKCEH TPYCTHIO U IIeYaIbio 10 POOHEIM U 671M3KUM. MHOTHe
noru6IuM OT yKacHOM 60JIe3HY, BEI3BAHHOM HEKUM IMPOKIIATHEM. [lake He HYKHO OBITH CYIIIECTBOM C
CUJIaMM, paBHBIMU cuiaM Po6epTa, 4TOOB BUIETh TOT MpakK, OYATO CU3BIM TyMaH BUTAIOIINAN Y
IIOTHOXKH S TOp U OIYIIEK Jieca.

MyX4urHa 0CTAaHOBUJICS Y HEBBHICOKOH JIeafbl, HEBECTh KaK JePKaBIIeCcss KOPHSIMY 3@ BBICTYII Haf
pekoii. OH IPUJIOKWII PYKY K CTBOJIY lepeBa U, TUXOHBKO B3[IOXHYB, BCIIOMHUJI, KaK [jaBajl KJIATBY
HUKOTHA He TI00UTh APYTYIO.

— Hukorga... — mpoimenTasn OH, IOTHUMAs B3TJIsAMA K HebecaM, [0 KOTOPHIM IIIBUIH IIBIITHEIE 0071aKa,
00IUTEIEe STPKO-aJI0¥ KPACKOM 3akKaTa. — HuKorma u HU 3a 4TO.

— PoGepT, mopa! — BOPYT OKIUKHYJI €r0 OOUH M3 CTPaXKHUKOB MeTpoarTa. JIKiio ero OBIJI0 CKPHITO
MacCKO# ¥ KaIIIOHOM KaMyIIsixKHOM MaHTHU. — HebecHble KaMHU ONMHU3KO...
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