OrpomHBIT 3a71 MUHYXKY Ka3alcsd JOBOIBHO TUXUM. [[Ba OTPOMHBIX KPACHBIX lepeBa MMIIePaTPUIILL
Ienany OBOpeI HeMHOTo 0ojiee MyraoumM, 4eM Opyrue. ITo OBIJI0 COBCEM He MOX0XKe Ha MPUYYIH,
KOTOPHIE JIIOOWIM HaJIOXKHUIIEI U TPUHIIECCEL. BMECTO 3TOT0 y ABepu He ObIIO HU OHOTO IIBETKA.
Iaxe ofexfa CIyKaHOK BHYTPH Oblyla 04eHb ITPOCTOM. HUKTO OB He TTOBEPUJI, UTO 3TO OBIIT TOT
CaMBIi ABOpEL, TOe XKUJIM KpacuBhIe JII0OU U 6/1aroyxay IBETH. OTO OBIIO TOTOMY, YTO 30€Ch KUla
oxHa TonbKo Ctapias [Ipuniiecca MuHUXKY ¢ caMOro AeTCTBa.

Cymnpyr npuHIecCcH yMep 0T 60Je3HU BCKOPE II0CTIe TOTO, KaK OHU IT0KeHUIUCh. OHa MOKIIANACh
COXPaHHUTh CBOM Opak u 00Jiblile He BEIXOAUTH 3aMyXK. [109TOMy OHa XKuna ofHa. MmMnepaTop 30HBIH
BUZEJI, KaK OHa OOWHOKa, U XKaJlell ee U3-3a TOro, 4YTO OHa OBJIOBeJla B CTOJIb IOHOM BO3pacTe.
[ToaToMy OH ITO3BOJIUII €l BepHYThCS BO ABOpel; MuHuxXy. C opyrou CTOPOHE!, BOOBCTBYyOIIasA
WmnepaTtpulia Takxke xkanena ee. OHa BEIpacTHJIa IPUHIIECCY, ¥ UX OTHOIIEHUS ObIIM HETIOXO0XKU Ha
ee OTHOIIeHUs C OPYTUMH IpuHIleccaMu. [109TOMy OHa 4acTo Ipuriamania ee Bo geoper Lluu
BIOBCTBYIOIIEN MMIIepPaTPHUIIbl, YTOOBI COIIPOBOXKAATE €e€.

C eBHYXOM B 3aJl BOLIEJI KPaCHUBHIM MyKUWHA, OOETHIX B CBET/IO-(PHOJIETOBOE OflesTHUE, PACIIUTOE
IIJIOTHBIM IIBETOYHBIM Y30poM. Ero MuHAaneBuaHbIE Ta3a OBl IPeKpacHHl, Yapylollre SpKo-
KpacCHBIe TYOBI, BHICOKMH HOC, BCE 3TO [EJIajio €r0 IMTOX0XKKUM Ha [bSBOJIbCKUM HOYHOM AyX.

OH 0OBI1 KPaCHUBLEIM U 049apPOBaTEJIbHBIM 4yenoBekom!

IBOPIIOBHIE CITy>KaHKH, BUIS €r0, MSTAIACh C PAaCKPACHEBIIMMCS JTUIaMu ¥ GellleHO KOJIOTAIUMHUCS
cepauamu. Mx pyku, mepzxkainye 100KH, KOT[Ia OHY Jiejlaii peBepaHC, ClieTKa OpoKalld, oKa3kiBas,
KaK OHM B3BOJIHOBAHHL. Korma OH yIles JBOPIIOBLIE CIYKAaHKU 00HAPYKUIIH, YTO OHU OBITTH TaK
YBIIEYEHH eI'0 3aBOPAXKUBAIOIIMM B3TJISIIOM, YTO 3a0BIIH ITOIIPUBETCTBOBATEL €T'0 ¥ HUKTO [axKe He
TIOTyMaJl MOJI0XKUTE IIPUHIIECCE O HEM.

Korpma oHUM fOCTUIIM KOPULOPA, TO BHE3AIHO YCIIBIIIAINA PE3KUU roj1oc, Kpudauu: «Ero
BricouectBo Koponb Cioanb 3mech. Kopomnb CioaHb 31ech! [TlaMbl, OBICTPO IIPUBETCTBYHUTE TOCTS."

OH NOAHSAN r7la3a U YBUAEN BUCSILIYIO ITUYBIO KJIETKY C momnyraeM. [lomyrai ¢ 3eJIeHbIM OIIePEHUEM U
KPaCHBLIM KJTIOBOM, CKJIOHUB T'0JIOBY HaOOK, CMOTpeIl Ha IPUOIKUKAIOIIerocss KpacuBoro MyxuuHy. OH
BAPYT y3HaJ 9TOT0 YeJloBeKa ¥ YOUBJIEHHO BCKPUKHYJ. OH B MaHWKE 3aXJI0Maj KPhUIbSIMHU U
3akpuyan: “Kro-uubyns. Cracute! TTomorute! Ero BricouecTBo Koposnb CioaHb 37ech.”

“JTa ManeHbKas Belllb. [IPOIIIo TaK MHOT'O THEH, a THI BCe elre He 3a0bi1. Th IedCTBUTEIbHO 3aTaull
obuny!" Kopons CioaHb IIETKHY 110 ITUYhEX KIE€TKe CBOMMHU JIMHHBIMU TajbliaMu. [lomyrai ene
OosbIlle 3alTaHUKOBA ¥ 3aKkpuyan: “IIpuHIlecca, mpuHIecca! YoepuTe ero rpsi3Hble pyKu. Yoepure
€ro Irpsi3Hble PyKu.”

"BocpMmepka, Bxopu. [lepecTans ero myrats. B mocienHuy pas, KOrga TH €ro Halyraj, OH HeCKOJIBKO
[HeU He CMeJl TOBOPUTH U Jaxe He CMeJl eCTh." M3 3aia HOHECCS HeXHBIYM KEeHCKUU rojoc.

"TeTs, He OECIIOKOMCS. ITOT MaJIeHbKUY MTapeHb OeUCTBUTENIbHO CUJIeH. Yepe3 HECKONIbKO OTHEN OH
CHOBa HayHeT Iprirath." Kpacusele ry6rr Kopons CioaHb ciierka u30rHynuch. OH BRITISAE HEMHOTO
NeHuBHIM U OecnieyHbIM. Ha ero nopa3uTeabHO KPaCUBOM JIUIle TIOSBUIACh CMYyTHas yJIblOKa, KOoraa
OH BOIIET B 3aJl.

BryTpu GosbIoro 3aia Oblla KpacuBas XKeHIIMHA JIeT ABaAllaTH, yXaKUBalolas 3a OpXuueei B
TOpIIKe, HA CTOJIE y OKHA.

Ee omexna Ovlna mpocToi. Ee TeMHEIe BOJIOCH OblIM coOpaHbl B My40K Ha MakylIke. Ha romnose y Hee
Obla TONBbKO cepeOpsiHas mmnuibka. OHa Oblyla ofileTa B OMHOTOHHYIO OfleXXOy, Kak y MoHaxuHu-Ilaoca,



n3-3a KOTOpOfI OHa BRITJIAEJIa TaK, CJIOBHO HE IIPUHAJIe2KaJla K CBEeTCKOMY MHUDY. Y Hee OvINIO
KpaCuBoOe JINIO, HO B €€ I'lla3aX OBLIIO TAaKOE OIMHOYECTBO, KOTOPO€E HEBO3MOZXKHO OBLII0 CKPEITh. Ona
OCTOPO2KHO ITIOJIMBaJia OPXUEH0.

"TeTs1, TEL OIATH BO3UIILCA C 9TOU opxupeei. Heyxenu oHa Tak kpacusa? OHa He TakK KpacuBa, Kak
MOY ITHOHHBL. JTO KOPOJIb Cpenu 11BeToB. Kak HacueT Toro, 4ToOH! 51 BbIOPal HECKOIBKO TOPIIKOB,
KOTOPBIE BHITJIAAAT JIy4llle BCET0, U OTIIPaBUJI UX Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO gqHen?" Kopons CroaHb
IIOKJIOHUJICSL U JIEHUBO OITyCTHUJICS Ha NEPEBSIHHLIN CTyJl. CONHIIe CBETUIIO B OKHA U OCBEINaio ero
npekpacHoe nuuo. OouH B3TJISAM Ha HEro MOT Ol cHieNiaTh YesloBeKa MbSHBIM.

"Tebe mydlile OCTaBUTh CBOU MMHMOHHI, YTOOH KpacaBUIIBl MOTJIM UMH JI000BaThCs. [IpoIIio Bcero
HECKOJIBbKO THEH, U THl yKe Jo0aBu1 00Jiblile KPacoT B CBOM BHYTPEeHHUYU OBOD. Tebs He BOJIHYET, YTO
TBOM oTell OymeT pyraTth Te6s?" ITpuHIIeCCa UCKOCa BITJISIHY/Ia Ha HEr0 U IMOCTaBuiIa OYTHIIKY Ha
ctos. OHa B3si/1a IPOTAHYTHIM ABOPLIOBOM CIIy2KaHKOM HOCOBOM IIJTaTOK ¥ OCTOPOXKHO BHITEPJia I'PsA3b C
OPXUOEH.

"TeTs, OTLla He BOJIHYET, CKOJIbKO Y MeHS KpacaBull BO BHYTPeHHEM [Bope. Ho MeHs1 mHTepecyeT TBOsS
opxupesi. Koponps CroaHb MOCMOTPEST HAa OPXUMAEI0 U MIPOTSHY PYKY, YTOOBI KOCHYThLCS €e€.

“Cron. Ecnu TH mocMeels YOUTL pacTeHuUe, s He MOT'Y TapaHTUPOBATh, YTO He Oymy TOBOPUTH 3a
Tebs mepeq TBouM otuioM!" [TpuHIlECCa YBU[IENa, YTO €T0 PyKa BOT-BOT ONYCTUTCS Ha cTe0esb
opxupen. OHa CEPAUTO TOCMOTPesIa Ha HETO U C TPEBOTOM 0TOpPOCHIIa IIIaToK.

ToHKMe mablibl IOTIakKUBaK JIUCThS opxupen. Kpacusbiil 1oHomIa 06epHyscs. OH OB KpacuB OT
IIPUPOJEI, ¥ HUKTO HE MOT YCTOSITh Iiepef HUM, faXKe eCJId 3TO 03HA4aslo, YTO OHM OyIyT IPOKISATHL.

"TeTsi, 0 4eM THI TOBOPUIIIL? MHe MPOCTO OBIJI0 UHTEPECHO U 3aX0TEJIOCh HOTPOHYTHCS N0 TaKOM
KpacuBol opxupen. OH CKOPYMII TPUMacy, HO ero ria3a Oblix MonHE cMexa. OH yOpan pyky, 6yaTo
HUYEro He CIIYYUIIOCh, ¥ TOTEP KOHYMKY IablleB, KakK OynITo He OBITT YIOBJIETBOPEH.

"Ecnu Tebe cHOBa OymeT MHTEPECHO, TH cobupaembcs yOUTh 3Ty OPXUE0, KOTOPYI0 MHe TakK TPYLHO
Ob110 mocTaTh?" HeBexkuBo cka3asa npuHIiiecca. OHa XOPOIIO 3HAaja XapaKTep CBOETo IJIEMSHHUKA.
OpHaX[bl OH CKa3all, YTO ero HHTepecyeT TOPLIOK C IMOHAMH, ¥ 9TOT IMOHHl yMepJIH, He 0CTaBUB
nocine cebs faxe JIUCTHEB.

B mpyroii pa3, 0H 3auHTepecoBasCs MOANEeIbHOM ropod. B KOHIle KOHII0B, B 3TOM MECTE OCTaJICs
TOJIBKO KpaTep!

OHa He X0Tena, YTOOHI ee opxuges 3aKOHYHJIA TdK K€, KdaK OHH.

"TeTsi, MHEe CTAHOBUTCS I'PYCTHO, KOTIa T TaK FOBOPHIIL 000 MHe. B KOHIIe KOHIOB, Tebe He
COCTABUJIO TPYHa MOIYYUTD 3TOT IIBETOK, U 51 OB TEM, KTO IIOMOT IIPUBE3TH €T0 B CTONHUIY. I TSIKeo
pabotan ans Tebs. Trl momKHa Bo3HaArpaguTh MeHs!" ®en KOpaH coBceM He YyBCTBOBAJ cebst
HEJIOBKO ITOCJIE TOTO, KaK IpUHIeCCa yIIpeKHyna ero. OH HeOpeKHO yKa3asl Ha II0BEePXHOCTh CTOJIA.

“T'oBopu. O 4eM THI XOYeIllb IIOMIPOCUTL MEHS Ha 3TOT pa3? Thl IPHUIIIN KO MHE, YTOOBI IIOIIPOCUTH O
Bo3HarpaxmeHnuu." [IpuHilecca ciierka yaslOHyIach. [IBoplioBas CiyKaHKa IIpUuHecsa el 6poOH30BYI0
Yarry, 4TOObI BEIMBITh PYKH.

"TeTs1, THI HEUCTBUTEJILHO YAUBUTEIbHASA. TH IPEKPACHO yrafiajia MOM MEICIU. HeyauBUTENBHO, YTO
JIIOOU CHapy2KY TOBOPSIT, YTO THL OYEHb YMHAas. Thl camasi yMHas U3 BCeX XKeHIIKH BO gBopIe.”

"Xopo1o, Xopo1I0. XBaTUT MHE JIbCTUTh. f CKaxy nepBoi. He Uiy MeHs, €ClIi 3TO CIUIIKOM



CII0XKHO. f HUYero He MOTYy CHOeJiaTh IIPOTHUB I'HEBa TBOETO oTma."

"TeTs1, yCIIOKOUCS. B 3TOM HET HUUYEro CI0XKHOT0. Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO JHEU COCTOUTCS LIBETOUHEBIN
O6anKeT. TH POCTO JO/KHA MHE HEMHOT0 ToMoYb." Koponbs CioaHb MHOTO3HAUYUTELHO B3TISIHYI Ha
opxupeto. Ero ry0sl ciierka U30THYJIKMCh, U OH BBITJISIAE]T HEMHOTO OTCTPAHEHHBIM.

"O, THI OOJIKEH MPOCUTEL 00 3TOM 37ech?" Cnpocuna [IpunIiecca, TpunogHIB OPOBH.
"Tets, aTo pocTo fansg Tebs..." Kopons CioaHb BCTal ¥ IPOIIEINTal el Ha YXO.

"XopoImo, BOChbMepKa, g He y3Hato Teb..." [IpuHIiecca ynelOHyach 1 HEJOBEPYMBO IIOCMOTpETa Ha
Hero, Kak OyATo He 3Hasia ero.

"TeTs, IPOCTO ITOMOTH MHe Ha 3TOT pa3. Ciyinai, g CTONIbKO JHel kKaan Te0s B Xpame VCKymnneHus,
HO THI TaK ¥ He Ipuliia. Trl He cuepkaja cBoero obemanus. Tak 4To Tebe MPUOETCS 3arIaguTh
CBOIO BUHY Ilepeql MOUM XpynKuM cepaueM." Kopons CioaHb HaXMypPUIICS U MIPUIIOXKUI PYKY K TPYIH,
IIPUTBOPSISICH, YTO eMy 00JibHO. [IpuHIIecca He MOTJIa YOepKaThCs OT cMeXxa.

"BochMepKa, s CKaxy 9TO IepBoi. 4 momory Tebe TOIBKO ONUH pa3. B mpoTuBHOM ciyyae, s
NEVCTBUTEJILHO He MOT'Y IIPUHATH TY IIBITKY, KOTOPYIO THl MHe YCTPOUJI. Ho... THl IO3BOJIUAILLIL MHE
IIOTOBOPUTH C HEH, Thl He OOMIIILCS 3a CBOIO TETIO?”

"TeTs, ycrokoucs. ITo OymeT eqMHCTBEHHBIN pa3. ITo Oosbiie He moBTOpUTCS." ®en KOpaH
ynbIOHyICS. “KOHEYHO, eCyu ThI TOIIPOCUILL 00 3TOM B CIEOYIOUINN pas, g caenai 3To!”

"AX THI HETOOHUK... " [IpUHIIecca cepaguTo MOCMOTpesia Ha Hero. Ciyra mogasi yamu.

[TpunIlecca HeOPEKHO CIIPOCHUIA O Tei3axke B Xpame VCKyIieHusI, OHA JefCTBUTENIbHO He CMOTIa
Ty[a IIOUTH.

[Tpexkme yeM MOMIPOIIATLCS € MpHHIIeccoi, Koponb CroaHb HEMHOTO OG0JITAN C Hel. BhIIUTEE
IypIypPHBIE OfeXK/bI TOMUEePKUBAJIA €T0 KPacUBYI0 QUTYpPY, KOrna OH HeOPeKHO IO0IIesT TPOYb.

[Tomyrait B KOpUmope yBUIeI ero mpuOnuKeHre U MOANPHITHYI OT HEOXKUIAaHHOCTH. 3aTEM OH
3akpudan: "Ero BreicouectBo Kopomnb CioaHb 3mech. 3gech Ero BricouectBo Kopons CroaHb.
[Tomorurte. ITomorure!”

W3 3ama goHEeCCS HEXKHBIM CMeX ITPUHIIECCHL.

B T0 BpeMsi Kak OHM TOBOPHUJIHK O L[BeTouHOM OaHKeTe, OBIIM JIIOK, KOTOPBIE TAKXKEe TOBOPYIIH O
IIBeTouHOM OGaHKeETE.

B Cany Jluxa y Tetu ®aH.
Mo CroaMuH cTosi1a, a ee MaTh CUfeNa.

«CroamuH. Paccmabbcsi. Ha 9TOT pas s Bce yCTPOIO MpaBUIbHO. TBOM OTEIl AyMaJi, 4To Bce OymeT
XOpOIIIO0, eC/IM OH 3ampeT MeHs. Kak MoxeT noMecTbe Mo, KOTOPEIM 51 TaK CTapaTesibHO YIIpaBlisia,
0Ka3aThCs B PyKax 3TOW MaJeHbKoM mmomky. Ee MaTh He Obllia poBHEN MHe, ¥ peOeHOK OyHeT mop
MOUM KOHTpoJieM. [ToMecTbe Mo OyfeT HallliM, HaM TOJIbKO HYKHO M30aBUTCS OT 3TOW MaleHbKOM
nutoinku. Hy u 4To0, ecnu TBOM OTell CHOBa Oy[eT HeOBOJIEH. Y HEro TOIbKO OOUH ChIH, TBOX Opar.
YTo oH MOXKeT chenaTh co MHOU?" Cka3ana TeTss ®aH, CTUCHYB 3yOHL.

Ee nutio 6s1710 6€300pa3Ho MEPEKOIIEHO MO SPKUM CBeTOM. Ell X0Tenoch pacTonTaTh HOraMu



MaJIEHBKYIO IIIJIIOIIKY, KOT'Ma OHa OyMaJla O TOM, KaK MaJIEeHbKas IIJIIOIIKA OOO0JIEIa ee.

"TeTs1, THI IT03Bajla MEHS ClOfla 1M3-3a 3TOro? Ecnu 3To BCe, TO s BEPHYCh IIePBOii. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, THI
BCe ellle B3anepTHu. JIyuime Bcero He OpocaTh BeI30B OTITy." Mo CI09MUH CTOsI/Ia Ha CBOEM MECTe U
0e3pa3TMYHO TOBOPHIIA.

" C109MUH, Ha 3TOT pa3 g ee HefooleHuna. Te Takxke Ovia oOMaHyTa. Ho Oynp yBepeHa. Ha 3T0T pa3
s BCe TIIaTeIbHO o0myMaia. {1 He IT03BOJIIO el yKpacTh y Tebs Bceobliee BHUMaHYe Ha L[BeTOUHOM
OaHKeTe. OTOM MaeHbKOU IITIOIIKE faXKe He HYKHO OBIIO faXe OyMath o nocemienun." Tets @an
Oblyla CMyIlleHa CJI0BaMHU CBOEU [OYepPH.

"TeTs, ele paHo gyMaTh 00 3ToM. Tebe nyyiie mogymaTh, Kak BHIOpaThCS oTciofa. Ecmu oTeln
pasxanyer Te0s B 00BIYHYIO HaJIOXKHUILY, 1 Takxke Oyny BoBiedeHa." Mo Ci0aMUH PaBHOAYIITHO
IIOCMOTpeJia Ha Hee, Kak OyTO OHa He BU[e/la Pa3bIPEeHHOI0 BhIpaXKeHus CBOe! MaTepu. 3aTeM OHa
NOfHSIa I00KU U TIOBEPHYJIACh, YTOOHI YUTH.

[To3amu Hee Tera ®aH cxBaTuiIa He(pPUTOBYIO Ba3y U Gpocuia ee Ha 1oj. Pa3gancs OTYeTIUBLIM 3BOH
pasbusatomerocs dhapdopa. Ogaako maru Mo CosMuH He ocTaHOBUIXACh. OHa Kak OyATO HUYEro U
He crnblilana. OHa faxe He II0OBEPHYJIach ¥ BHILIA U3 KOMHATHL.

“U 970 m0Yb, KOTOPYIO 5 poguna... " Tetsa ®aH mpulliia B ApOCThb U 3aKkpuyasa, Ho Hauga JIu
IIPOTSHYyJa PYKY U 3aXKasla el poT, IpeXkfe 4eM OHa yclesa 3aKOHYUTh Gpaasy.

"Tets1, Oymb moMsirdye. He pa3pymiait penyraiuio Mucc.”

"TTocMOTpH, HAaCKOJIbKO OHAa He CHIHOBHSSA. [IocCMOTPH Ha ee OTHOIIIeHUEe K COOCTBEHHOM MaTepH.
Kakyro xoporyio pemnyTaruio oHa xoueT?" Ee TOH Bce erie OBIJT CEPOUTHIM, HO SIBHO 00JIee MSITKHM.

"TlepBast MuCC TOXKe 31UTCS. TOUHO TaK XKe, Kak [IepBasi Mucc cka3ana Tebe He IelCTBOBATh
OIIPOMETYUBO, HO THI BCE XKe CHellajia 3TO U CIIPOBOLIMPOBaja 9TOT UHLMUAEHT. Kak OHa MOXKET He
BUHUTL Te6s1?" OCTOPOXKHO yTelana ee Haus Jlu.

"Kak 3T0 Mos BuHA. f chemnana 9To s Hee U ee OpaTa ..." ['0J10C cTal MsrYye ¥ COMPOBOXKIATICS
PHIIAHUSIMU.

Y nBepu Mo CroaMuH ImocMoTpesia B CTOPOHY cafa LluuBai. Ee TeMHbIe ra3a Oty MoHH smal Ha
3TOT pa3 OHa He OyHeT meicTBOBaTh ompoMeTunBOo. OHA CAelaeT 3TO IIar 3a IaroM. B KoHIle KOHIIOB,
oymet nu Mo Ci039TyH XKUTh UM YMPET, Bce OymeT 3aBUCETh OT OMHOTO JIUIIE cj1oBa Mo CioaMuH.

Ona 6ymeT XKuTb, eciu 3axoueT Mo CI03MUH, ¥ OHA YMPET, eciiu 3axo4eT Mo Clo3MuH.

Mo C109TyH, 3TO TO, YTO CIIy4YHUTCS C TOOOH, €CNTM THl PA303JIUIIb MEHs!
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