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MMmepaTopCKuii ABOPEL], TYAeJ OT HOBOCTEH, 0 3aKII0ueHuu JIOPHL IOf CTPaXYy.

Cmyx cOoCTOSIIT B TOM, YTO HaKa3aHue MMnepaTtopa, 3a hpeinuny ViMrepaTpuilel, ObII0 IPSIMbIM
BBIpaXKeHHEM ero 06Bu K Parre. 9To ObIT ee MepBHIN, HeOMUIIUATBHBINA, COPEBHOBATETHHBIN
KOHKYPC CO MHOM, ¥ OHa B HEM mobenuiia. f He CIIbIIIaNa 3TOT0 CBOMMHU YIIaM#, HO MO (PEeNITUHEI,
OBLITH B IPOCTH ¥ PAacCKal3ai MHE 00 3TOM.

«4, monmxHa Obl1a OBITH TAM!»

OpeiinuHa, KOTOpas Kylaa PammTy, BOCK/IUKHYa, YTO €CNii OBl OHA IIPUCYTCTBOBasa, OHA OBl
IepxKajia MeHd IOofasiblle 0T paObIHY.

«4l mymato, yTo MMIepaTop, AeNCTBUTENILHO JIIOOUT ee».

«PaHbllle, 1 BOCXHINIAIACh UM, HO Ha 3TOT pa3, OH JaXKe He CIIyLIIall CJIOB UMIIEPDATPUILIBI».

HecMmoTps Ha cBOM THEB, PpeinuHbEl 6ECIIOKOUIIUCH 0 OyTyIIEeM.

«MMmepaTop, BCTPETHUII €€ BCETO HECKOJIBKO JHEN Ha3ap. 51 o6ecrnokoeHa."



9 maXke HWYETO He CMOTJIa CHejiaTh B 9TOH CUTYAIHH.

Mti ¢ CoBemty, Benu ce0s Tak, OyITO HUUETro He CIIYYUIIOCh, KOT{la Mbl BCTPETUIUCH B IIEHTPATIbHOM
nBopie. S cocpenoTounsiach Ha CBoeit paboTe U MOMBITaNaCh 3a0BITh, UTO CIIYYUIIOCH B TOT [IE€Hb.
Korpga st 6vl1a 0fTHa B CBOeM KOMHATe, s BCIIOMHUJIA XOJIOqHbIHM B3T/san CoBellly U IMOYyBCTBOBajIa 007b
B MOEM cepfille, HO, 60/Ib CTajla MeHbIIe, Korfa 5 Obljla 3aHATa, OTBIEYEeHa YeM-TO.

Korpga, uepe3s msTh IHeH, 3aKmodeHre JIOpsl HaKOHeIl 3aKOHYKIIOCE, 5 OHSIAch K OalHe, YTOOk
TMYHO ee 3abpaTh. { mompocusa Apyrux OyOyLUux gequ, UCKynaTh JIopy, B Moel BaHHOM U ITPUHECTH
el HeMHOTO cyma. Emé, s 3aka3ana st JIophl, eé mo0UMBIH TOPT.

Cekpetaps, nocnaHHbel COBeEILy, IPUIIE KO MHe, YTOOB JOCTaBUThL COODILIEHUE.

«Ero BenuuecTBo UMmepaTop, XOYeT BaC BUOEThH».

"Mensa?"

IIJ:I;a.II

Yo 6bI 3TO MOTJIO OHITH? S KMBHYJIA ¥ TIOBEPHYTIACH K rpaduHe Iu3e.

«Korga TopT mocTaBsaT, ckaxute Jlope, 4TOOB OHa MPHUIIUIA CIOAA U moesta. [laiTe e 3HaTh, YTO OHA
MOKET OTHOXHYTh HeCKOJIbKO MHEH, IIpexke YeM BePHYThCS K padoTe.»



"a, Bame BenuuectBo."

¢ moBepHYynach, ¥ KUBHYJIa CEKpeTapio, OH OBICTPO IoIlen Buepen. ATMochepa U3MeHUIach, KOraa
MBI TIOIIJIA Ha BOCTOK. BO3MOXKHO, IIOTOMY YTO, IBOPEL] B 3TOM YacTH, ObIJT 0pOPMIIEH COBEPILIEHHO

TI0-IPYTOMY.

4 O6rina ob6ecrioKoeHa TeM, YTO MOTY CHOBa BCTPETUTH PaIlTy, HO ee HUTHe He ObIJIO BUAHO, He 110
IIyTH, He B clianbHe CoBelly.

I/IMr[epaTop, Cupell 3a MaJIeHbKUM KPYTJIBIM CTOJIOM.

"BrI 3Bani MeHg?"

COBeU.Iy, MOJI4a, CMOTpP€eJI Ha MEeHsI, KOT'la 4 IIOAOIIa K HEMY. Ero rmna3a, Ka3anoch, OBLIH HOJTHE
CJIOB, HO, OH MOJI4alJl.

"Yro s Mory cpenaTs A Bac?"

4 cHoBa 3aroBopua, 1 COBHINy, Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMeIIKaJICS U CxKaJjl T'yOHl.

«Bama ¢peiinuHa, Ta, KOTOpas OblyIa 3aK/II0UeHa B TIOPbMY...»



«JIopa. [Toub Mapku3a TapuTansd.»

«$1 crpiman, Bel 3a0paiy ee U3 TIOPbMBI, JIMYHO.»

«OHna most ¢ppennura. OHa cTpamasna TaM, MATh THEU.»

CosBerty, BEITJISIZIEN ellle 60jiee HeIOBOJIbHEIM.

"UMeHHO BrI, DOJIXKHEI OLUIA 3TO COenaTh?"

«BHI, cripammmBaeTe MeHsI, TOIXKHa U s, 3a00TUThCS 0 MOoel ¢pelnuHe, KoTopasi, Obljla HaKa3aHa?»

COBeI.Hy, SICHO CJIBIIIAJ U3[0€BATEJILCTBO B MOEM TI'OJIOCE.

«BBI 3HaeTe, UTO g IBITAIOCh CKa3aTh. [IPyrUMU CJIOBaMHU, Bhl, CAaMU BepPHYJIU QPEHNHY, XOTS 3HAH,
YTO MeHS 9T0 00umuT. Het?»

Yactuuyho. 4 Imogo3peBailia, 4TO COBGIHY, MOXeT OﬁPIJIGTBCH ... HO, g TaKXe II0gyMadJla, YTO OH,
BO3MOZXKHO, YK€ OCTHBIJI, BEOb IIPOIIIO HEJIBIX IIATh mHeil. Bo3aM0oXHO, ITOC/Ie TOro, KakK Bce YJIaguTCHd, 4
CMOTY OaTh €My IIOHSATH, YTO €r0 HaKa3aHue OBITIO CITHIITKOM CYPOBEIM.



Bo3MoxkHO, HET.

«$1 mogo3peBarsa, 4To Bbl, BO3MOXKHO, OyOUTE HETOBOIHHEI».

«Tenepb Bh 3aboTuTech 0 He#? Ecnu Ovl BBl gyManu, 000 MHe, BBl OBl oTOCIamu ee. KTo Takou
UMIIEPATOp, €CJIH UMIIePaTPHIla, 3a00TUTCS O JTIOASX, KOTOPEIX OH HAKa3kIBAeT?»

«HempaBUIbHO, OTIPABIATEL YeJIOBeKa B TIOPEMY, IIOCTIe TOTO, KaK OH yKe IOJIy4YHull CBoe HaKa3aHue.
KpomMme Toro, TO, UTO OHa cfesasna, ObUIO B IIOPSIIKE BEIel.»

«Ha3wiBaTh Mi0fen rpa3HBIMU, 3TO B IOPSAKE BEIeu?»

«OHa, TIRITazIaCh MOMeIIaTh HAaTSIHYTh MO0 oflexkny. 51 Okl, € Harpaguia.»

YemM Oorbliie s TOBOpHUJIa, TEM cepbé3Hee, CTAaHOBHUJIOCE BRIpAXKEHNE ero0 JINIIA.

«3HauuT, BE OymeTe OepxKaThb 3Ty ppeunuHy npu cebe U ganbiie?»

«3JTO peleHue, MOTHOCTHIO 3aBUCUT OT MEHS, 51 pelao, KTo OymeT Moer GperTuHomn».



Jlopa, BO3MOXKHO, 3ax049eT OpocuTh paboTy B IMepaTopckoM ABoplie, s1 cobrupanach OCTaBUTh ee, Ha
HeKoTopoe BpeMs. Haka3anue 3a 6ernyio pabbiHio, GbIJI0 JOCTAaTOYHO CYPOBHIM, OHA OYIET U3roeM
BeICHIETO O0IIecTBa. Eciu s ee oTmyily, OHa He OymeT 3aIiuileHa, He roBops yxke o Coemry. Kak
MMIIepaTPUIIa, S UCIIOIh3YI0 CBOE UMSI, YTOOHI 3aIUTUThH €€.

Coge1ly, B3MOXHYJ ¥ OTBEPHYJICS.

«4l ycran criopuThk ¢ BaMu. Pa3Be BBl He MOXKETe, IPOCTO OBITH MTOCIYIIIHOM MHE, Ha 9TOT pa3?»

«MMnepaTpuIia, He [OJIXKHA MOTYUHSATHCS BOJIE UMIIEpaTOpa».

«IIpopmomkaiiTe B TOM ke [yXe, ¥ Bbl, Jaxke He CMOXKETe CPAaBHUTHCS C...».

CpaBuuTthCa? ...C kem?

OH cMOoTpern NpsMo Ha MeHS$I, 3aTeM, OH KOCHYJICSI CBOETO JIHIIa.

«41 BUXKYy, 4TO BBl ycTanu. [ToxkamnyicTra, Bo3BpalaiTech K cebe u 103aboTbTech 06 3TOM OypHOM
KOOBbLITE. »
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[Tocne yxoma ummnepaTtpulsl HaBbe, CoBellly, B3MOXHYIT U II03BOHU B MaJIeHbKUM KOJIOKOJIbYUK,
KOTOpPBIY OBUT Ha cTOse. [IBepb OTKPHIIACh, HO B KOMHATY BOIIIEJT He CITyTa.

«C KaKMX 9TO TIOp TH Hayasa paboTaTh?»

['nsimsi, Ha o3aflaueHHOe BeIpaxkeHue nuiia Cosenty, PaiTa, 3aCTEHYMBO YIBIOHYIACH.

«4 yyBCcTBYI0 cebs1 GpeMeHeM, KOTfla HUUeTro He [iela...»

«Tr1 Oymemib paboTaTth, ceryac?»

Pamra, pagmocTHO pa3Bena pykaMu, 1 COBeIlly YCMEXHYJICS.

«Benp TH, HE MOXKeEITb JaxKe HOPMaJIBHO XOOUTb».

Cnyxenue MMmnepaTopy, CYUTAIOCh BEJIMKON YECThIO, CPEOH [IBOPSH M 3TO ObINIa JOJIXKHOCTH,
KOTOPYIO JKeJlajiu laXke Te, KTo He uMen TUTynoB. Ho Pamita, xoTena paboTath Ha MMnepaTopa,
IIOTOMY, YTO OHa YyBCTBOBaja cebs 6peMeHeM... OHa U MOHATHS HE UMeJla, YTO OBOPSIHE, TOTOBHI
3agyLUIUTh APYT OpYTa, U3-3a 3TOM NOIKHOCTH.



«Kakoii HeOOLIUHEIN YEJIOBEK...»

Cosgellry, yCMeXHYJICS Hafl ee CTpaHHOCTEIO. [11s1 CoBellly, B ero XKU3HU ObIJIO TOIBKO IBE 3HAaYUMEIE
xkeHIHEL. OgHOM OblyTa ero MaTh, Benmukas MiMmmepaTpuila, a mpyro# - HaBbe, HBIHEIIHSS
nMneparpuna. On, yuusncs BMecTe ¢ HaBre, 1 3HaNI €€ OBOIBHO JABHO, HO, OH AyMall, YTO
HeyKIoxkas Paiita, Obiyla HEBEPOSTHOM, He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, YTO OHA Aefiasa.

«Hpu crofa u nepeKycu».

CoBerly, CHOBa IT03BOHUIJI B 3BOHOK, ¥ BOIIIEJI CJIyTra, KOTOPHIM, C HETEPIIEHUEM XK[all y IBEPH.

«TBIKBEHHBIN TUPOT. M IprHECH BUHO.»

Cnyra ymen, 4ToOH BEIIIOJIHUT IPHKa3, U Palita, XJI0MHya B TafOLIN U BOCKJIUKHYJA « THIKBEHHBIN
nupor!»

«Tebe Tak HpaBUTCS ema?»

«He mpocTo ema. CKONBKO JTI0fiel, B CBOEH XKU3HU, HUKOTIa He e/li U KyCOYKa, THIKBEHHOT'0 ITupora?»

OHa HEeBHHHO YJ'ILIGHYJ'I&ICB, KakK peﬁeHOK, u COBeI.T.Iy 06Hapy}KI/IH, 4YTO OH, HEe MOXKET OTBECTHU OT HEE
TJ1as.



«MMmneparpulla, HUIKAK He pearupyer, faxe Ha caMble OPOTHe I0BEJIUPHbIE U3Me/us, U HEBaXKHO,
CKOJIBKO OHH CTOST. HO THI, cYacT/INBa, U3-3a TAKOM MEJI0YH, KaK THIKBEHHBIN ITHPOT.»

"Pa3Be OHa He JIIOOUT yKpaIlieHus?"

"JIr0O6UT, HO OHA PEIOKO IIPOSIBIISIET CBOX SMOIIUH. .. »

Pairta, HaxMypuiack 1 B3OXHYIa.

«MmepaTtpuIiia pociia B pOCKOIIY, ¥ He 3HAET CypoBoro Mupa. JIro0oi Ha e€ MecTe, MOXKET IPUHSTH
IParoleHHOCTH, KaK JOJIKHOe.»

«XM?»

«MMmepaTpuIia He IIpaBa, Jeji0 B TOM, YTO Y Hee MHOT0 GoraTcTB. [laxe, eC/Id BH JOCTaHETe e
caMBbIi GOJIBILION APArOLEeHHEIN KaMeHb, 3TO €€ He YOUBHUT...»

«39T0 mpaBaa. boxe moi. Mos goObda yMHeEe, YeM s JyMaJl.»

Pamta He 3Haja, MIOALTYYWBAI I OH HAJ HEW WIIK HET, ¥ OHA IMOKpacHesa ¥ Hafysa I'yOKH.



«BHI, Bcerma Ha3blBaeTe MeHS NOOLIYEH...».

«IToTOMYy, 4TO THI 2KEPTBa, KOTOPYIO, S IIOWMaJl B CBOEU JIOBYILKE>.

«HWrak...Bamie BennuecTBo.»

Pamrra, paccMesinachk Haf ero JIeTKOM IIyTKOM, a 3aTeM, pelllujia CHOBa IIOTOBOPUTH ¢ HUM. OHa
COMKHYJIa ITayiblibl ¥ OCTOPOKHO IIOIIIJIa BIEPE].

«BEI cKa3aju, 4To cOesiaeTe MEeHs CBOeM HAJIOXKHHUIIEH...»

«Jla.»

«ViMnepaTpuIla, KaXkeTcs, elle 3TOro He 3HaeT...»

CoBemnty KUBHYJI ¥ 000[psIOIIe YILIOHYICS.

«MHI HUKYy[IOa He CIIeIIuM, TaK 4TO, JaBal He 6yx[eM TOPOIIUTHCA. TBou HOTrH, €I1e He IOTHOCThI0
3aXKHUIIN.»



«4 He TOPOIITIOCE, HO... MHE OBLIIO TPYIHO, KOT/Ia s BCTPeTHIIa UMIIepaTpuIly, paHee. 1 He 3Hama,
KaK e TpeiCTaBUThLCS. BOpyT, 3TO CIIy4UTCS CHOBA...»
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