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YTo-TO OBICTPO ¥ CUILHO TOJKHYJIO MeHS BHU3, U 5 0YyTHUJIach Ha 3eMiie, 6ecriomMolrHasi. Y MeHs efBa
ObL10 BpeMsi, uTOOb KpUKHYTh. HanagaBmuii cen Ha MeHs. OcTpasi 607k IPOH3UIa MHE CIIMHY, U BCE,
YTO 5 MOTJIa BUJETh, 3TO OCIENUTENbHO Oembili cBeT. He ObIIO HU MaseuIne MepeablnKy A7 MeHs,
TaK KaK IPOTUBHUK IIPUKUMAI MEHS K 3eMJIe.

B 10 BpeMs, KaK OH IIBITAJICA 3aTKHYTh MHE POT, A IIOHAJIA4, YTO MOM IIPOTHUBHUK OBIIT My}K‘-II/IHOIZ. Ero
TeJI0 OBLITO KPEIKO IMPu2KaTo K MOEMY, TaK 4YTO A MOI'JIa HI€BEJIUThL TOJIBKO PYKaMM M HOTaMH. A He
MOTJia OBIIIATE.

“Aa, a!” Ho B 9TOM He OBIIO HUKAKOTO TOJIKY. BCEé MOE Tesio 3aCTHIZIO OT CTPaxa U s 3aKphiia riasa.

Heyxenu s yMpy BOT Tak? JTO TaK HecIpaBemJiuBo. Y MeHs Bcerga Obljla HecyacTHas XKU3Hb. PaHee
s yMepJa CTpaHHBIM 00pa30M, a ceidyac Mos cyab0a - ObITh YOUTOM B MaJleHbKOM JepeBeHbKE, He
uMesi BO3MOXKHOCTH XOTh 4TO-TO cienath! O Kak Ovl 5 xoTenna yBumeTh Ero BenuuecTBo emé XoTh pas!
Her, oBa pasa!

Ecnu roe-to TaMm ecTh bor, TO IIyCTh OH IPOKJISHET 3TOT0 YejioBeKa NpsaMo 31ech! IlocMoTpu MHe B
rnasa, u ybemucs, 4To g He Onedyio! d He MOTy yMepeTh BOT Tak. f He MOTY yMepeTh, He YBUTEB
BHOBbH nulla MMmepaTtopa!

B oTyasiHum 51 3aKMypuia rinasa. Eciau g yMmpy, g co0Mpaioch U3NUThH BCE CBOE HErogoBaHKEe Ha 3TOTO
yejioBeka. “Y..”

B JIYHHOM CBETE€ 4 CMOTIJIa PA3risigeTh I'lla3a HallagaBIIETO. Most KPOBE II0X0JIOJ€EJIa, Korga A
HaKOHEI] II0HAJIa, KTO 3TO.

7

‘...7 ...Bame ...BenudectBo?” CHIbI OCTaBUJIN MEHI.
VimmepaTop ocnabui CBOIO XBaTKY, HO ellle He IMOTHOCThIO OTITYCTUI MEHS.

Boxe, s1 6epy o0paTHO BCe CBOH CJIOBa, CKa3aHHbIE PAHBIIE, aXkKe eCJIM MHe IIPUIETCS YMepeTh
BTOPOM pa3. ITO NpeKpacHOe JUL0 He JOIKHO yMepeTh HU Iepef MOer COTOM, HU THICIYHOU
cMepThio. [ToXKanyiicTa, IPOCTA MHE MO HeoOoyMaHHBIe CJI0Ba, CKa3aHHbIE, Kak 5 fyMasa, Ha
II0pOre CMEPTH.

B oTimMuue 0T MOEro BCTPEBOXKEHHOTO COCTOSTHUS, UMIIepaTop 6rUT criokoeH. OH MOJIYa CMOTPEN Ha
MO€ nu1io. Bosblinasi, YucTasi aIyHa CUsia I03afu Hero. B TyHHOM CBeTe ero 6eccTpacTHOE JIUIIO
Ka3aJI0Ch KakK OyITO HEONyIIeBIEHHEIM.

B To ke BpeMs s coxKallena, YTO MOE CEPAIe HE MOXKET YCIIOKOUThCS. Y MeHS IIepeXBaTUIO AbIXaHue
nepeq ero KpacuBkIM unioM. Meuy MmnepaTtopa OBl HamrpaBJieH Ha MOIO 11eto. MlHOrIa 3710Belee
OCTpHUe J1e3BUS NOTPaAruBajoch [0 Heé. B oTnuune oT MMmnepaTopa, KOTrfga yMupaeT OOBIYHbIH
YeJI0BEeK, MUD IIPOAOJIXKAET CyIIeCTBOBaTh U HUKTO HE MOXKET HUYEro C 3TUM IIofiesiaTh. f, MOXKeT, U
TJIyna, HO g He X0TeJla yMUpPaTh BOT TakK.

4 cobparna CTOIBKO CMEJIOCTH, CKOJILKO CMOTJIa, ¥ CKalasa: “Bami-Baire BemuuecTBo, Moe uMs
Haviana I'yapan...”

“«

...”" AMmepaTop He OTBETHJI, HO 1 He MOT/ia COaThCs.



“Barme BenuuecTBo, g qoub Jlopga I'yHpana...”

ViMmepaTop mmoMoiidas, a I0OTOM ITpou3Hec: “BykeT 11BeTOB...”

OH BCE ellé CMOTPEN Ha MeHs. f He 3Haja, 0 Y€M OH [iyMaJl, ¥ He 3Halla, YTO elle CKa3aThk. He umes
BO3MOKHOCTHU OKa3aTh CBOIO JINYHOCTH, I OCTABUJIa MBIC/IA O KU3HU U IOYYBCTBOBaja Ce0s XKaIKOM.
HerT, 51 HE MOTy yMepeTh, CMOTPS Ha 3TO KpacuBoe nuno. [lymau, [aiiana! Ecnu 1 ymMpy npsMo
ceiidac, 1 He CMOTY YBUIETh ero B OymyiieM. [laBali MCIIO/Ib30BaTh KaK Y0 U3BUJINHY CBOET0 MO3TaQ,
yTOOB COXPAHUTh MOE HEBUHHOE CEPALIE.

¢ pacmaxHya rjas3a ¥ yCTaBuiaach Ha MmMmepaTopa. A, cefiyac He BpeMsi MOpraTh. BpaxkmeOHbIH BUI
MmnepaTopa U3MeHUIICS IOCJIe TOTO, KaK OH yBHU[eJ OJIeCK B MOUX I'la3ax U er0 PeCHUIIL ClleTKa
OPOTHYIIN.

“...A,” KOPOTKHUY B3[0X y3HABAHUS CJIETEI C ero ryo0.

YT0? Mowu rinasa HaJUAIKUCh Cle3aMHu OT TaKOM MaJlOM peakIuu.

Cnycts monroe BpeMs MmiepaTop CHOBa OTKPHLI POT. “...ropslas Iarymka?”
...Ilogoxmnure, uT0?

“... THl 3HAEIIb U0 MBIIAIOIIeN IArywKu?” B oT4asgHUM 5 IbITaaach IOHATh, YTO OH TOBOPHT.
HWMnepaTop npoposKan MOI4aTh.

“...5 genoBek.”

“IIa?” OH IPOUTHOPKPOBAJ MO0 YelyXy ¥ 00paTUIICS K KOMY-TO, KTO TOJIBKO 4TO ropbexar. d He
BHZEJA, Ha YTO OH CMOTPEJI, IIOCKOJIBKY 3TO HaXOOUJIOCh 103aik MeHs. M€ TeJio ObIJI0 TBEPAHIM, Kak
KaMeHb. B KOHIle KOHIIOB 1 OTBeJIa B3IJIAf U IIOCMOTpPeJia B CTOPOHY.

Ero rBappeel] TsKeno mbiIian mocyie 0era u BrisSAobIBalCS B MEHS.

“Kaxertcst, mpaBma.” OOuH U3 HUX 9HEPTUYHO 3aKUBaJ T'OJIOBOM. £ He 3Halo, YTO 3TO OBIIO 3a
IbITaoIee U0, HO, Ka3anoch, MiMiiepaTop u ero 0O 3HaNX, 0 YEM pedb. {1 Hayasa AyMaTh, 4TO 5
B 0€30IIaCHOCTH.

“ITouemy moYb JTOPHa pacxaxuBaeT 110 ropaM nocpegu Houu? C medom.”
...JJagHO, HEBAXKHO.
Meu He Obl1 yOpaH OT MOei 11eu, Ha caMOM fefie, OH, Ka3aJioCk, elré MpuOIu3ucs.

“Ou, 9, 3U, 91, 91 A UCKasa OBLYy.” ECIU s He 0TBeUy cpa3y, OH BOH3UTCSA MHE B rOpJio. Mou MEICIH
IyTaNCh, HO S CMOTJIa CKa3aTh IIPaBAy.

“Iloyb JT0pHa 3A€eCh IIOCPEAU HOUM HILET OBLY C MedoM...?” OOuH U3 rBapheulieB MMOMbITaJICs
IIOIBECTH UTOT IIPOUCXOASAIIEMY.

“... a.” 3to ObLIO TPaBAOM, HO S 3HAJA, YTO 3BYUMT 3TO CTPAHHO. f IoCMOTpesia B CTOPOHY. A xouy
CKasaTh, 3TO IIpaBfa, YTO S - AOYb JIOPAA, S MCKasla OBIy U B3si/la MeY 151 0€30IIaCHOCTH. JTO UMETIO
CMBICJI, eCJTM TIOCMOTPETh Ha reorpaduio ['yHfana, Ho 9T0 ObIIO BCE XKe He COBCEM OOBIYHO AJIS JIETH.



ApI/ICTOKpaTKa, KOTOpas 6pOI[I/IT OJHa B I'opaX HOYbBIO, TUXOHBKO KpaJIéTCH...

[ToT cTpyuncs mo Moew criuHe. B 3Toi cuTyauuu MeHs JerkKo ObII0 IPUHSATE 3a youiily,
noKymaBiierocs Ha MMnepartopa. Beixonma He 0v110. 4 Havyana noTeTs eine 6ombiie. B aToM Mupe He
OBLIIO CKPBITEIX KaMep. ITO He OBI0 KaKUM-HUOYObh PO3HITphILIEM. f He cMoryia OBl CIIaHUPOBATh
TaKoe, flaxke ecnu Obl 3ax0Tena. Mosi Toj0Ba [eliCTBUTEIBHO CIIETUT C IIJIeY.

Moé nurio mob6nenHeno. “f He yMer Moab30BaThCI Me4yoM”!

“Cynst 1o TOMY KakK ThI XO[IUIIb, THI, KazKETCS, YMEEeIb 3allUTUTDb ce0s1.”

4,kaxercs, ymero... [IoueMy BCE CTaHOBUTCS TOJIBKO XyxkKe? MMIepaTop mo-npexkHeMy He TIOHUMal.
“B I'yHmase TpeHUPYIOT ¥ MYKYVH U XKEHIIUH.”

“MEI XKHMBeM PSINOM C BapBapaMu, Mbl HUYEro He MOXEM C 3TUM MOfAenars...”

“Mey ny1d MEeHSI COBCEM IpYyroe feno.”

OH TIOCMOTpEJI Ha MEHs ¥ 3arOBOPUJI C KOPOJIEBCKUM T'BappeiieM. Mou MOIb0BI TIOTHOCTHIO
HUTHOPHUPOBAJIUCE.

¢ Havasna TepsATh TEPIEHHE, IOTOMY 4TO MiMIiepaTop He CKa3al HU4ero 0 MoéM o0bsICHEHUH. 51
YyBCTBOBajla HeOOXOIUMOCTE BbICKa3aTh JII000M MOOXOASAIINYM ITOBOL, KaKOW TOIIBKO CMOTY
IPUAYMaTh.

“IlpaBma! 4 umty oIy, o boxe! f kpacuseiii! Mnapgimas gous, cMoTpuTe!” {1 X0Tena ckasaTth, 4TO
HiMmepaTop KpacuBHIM, HO BCE UCIIOPTUIIA. [IpefiokeHre, KOTOPOe s TPOU3Hecsa, ObII0 UCIIOPYEHO
MO€EU yKaCHOU IpaMMaTUKOU.

“U3BuHurte, Bamie Benuuectno...?”

HMnepaTop npekpaTul pa3roBapuBaTh C IBapAeulieM II0ciie Moero Kpuka. OH He ABUHYJICS U HE
CKasaJl Hu4ero. XoTs g ¥ TOBOPHJIa CTPAHHO, 1 He CKa3ajla HUYero, YTO MOTJI0 OBl BEI3BATh €IIE
Oonbille cOMHeHUH. 4 B MaHUK CMOTpesia Ha uMIepaTopa. f xopoiuii uenosek! Bel He MoxKeTe He
BumeTh 3Toro! [TocMmoTpuTe MHe B ria3a! MMnepaTop CMOTPESI Ha MOU BHITyYEHHEIE T'Jla3a U
MallyIye pyKHu.

Jle3Bue METHYJIOCE KO MHE.

4 ucnyranachk, U gaxe He Bufesna ero. Het, Hy KTO BOH3UT HOXK B KOT'0-TO, KTO YMOJseT TeOs Tak
cepre€3H0? be3 BCIKOro mpenynpexneHus... Beiio y2KacHO co CTOpPOHH MiMIlepaTopa Tak clenaTh,
HEeT COMHEHUH.

4 mpocmaTtpuBasa ero 6uorpaduio u ¢ IPyroi CTOPOHE! €T0 PEMyTaIllid MOKHO OBIJIO YCIIBIIIATh
TaKHe CJI0Ba, KakK “OecCIoImamHbIN", “XKeCTOKUM”, “yIpsMblii”, “KpOBaBHi”, 1 Tak manee. CIyxu
XO[IUJIU O TOM, KaK OH cpaxkaeTcs u obpaliaeTcs ¢ ApyruMy. J HUKOTMa He fyMana, YTO OKaXycCh B
nomo6HOM cuTyaluu ¢ iMepaTopoM; s YyBCTBOBaJsla, YTO OH Bceryia OyfeT Jal€KuM, KaK dyxKas
cTpaHa. KTo mor 0wl mpefcKa3aTh, UTO 9TOT JIeHb HaCcTaHeT?

Jle3Bue. KOTOpPOE JIeTe0 KO MHE, OCTaHOBUJIOCH, He IOCTUTHYB MO€H IIeH.
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¢ MONMHOCTHIO 3aCThHIIa ¥ ITepecTaja ObIIaTh. 9 6osmack, 4To Mey MMmepaTopa HAYHET IBUTATHCS
CHOBa.

¢ emBa Morma ABIIATH WM ABUTaThCcsa. OH CMOTPEI Ha MEHs [OJIT0, ero rjla3a IPoH3anu MeHs. Ero
royOrie T1a3a ObIIM TaK YOUBUTEIBHO SCHEI, YTO faXKe B TEMHYIO HOYb OHU CHUSIM, KaK OTPaXkKeHUe B
o3epe. [Taxke B 9TOM CUTYallM¥ C MEYOM, IIPUCTABIEHHEIM K MOEMY TOPIIY, 3TO OBIJT IPEKPACHBIN U
KPaCHBHIM BUA. Mou 0 9TOT'0 3aCTHIBILIKE Tla3a HavajIu ABUTATLCS. EC/M TH BUOUIID YTO-TO
HACTOJIbKO ITPEeKpacHoe, THl YIBIOHENILCS, TaXKe He CO3HaBas 3TOT0, U UMEHHO Tak 5 U cHeaa.

Konumk mMeua MMmepartopa cierka 3aapoxkai. HUKTO 3TOTo He BU[IeN, U S faXe He TOYyBCTBOBAA,
HO MMmnepartop aporaysn. OH ciierKa B3[OXHYII U MPOIIeNnTas YTo-T0. OH BEIIPSIMUJIICS U JI€3BUE
Me[IJIEHHO OTOOBUHYJIOCE.

"...Bamre BenuuecTBo?" CIIPOCHII CTOSIBIINY PSIIOM KOPOJIEBCKUM I'Bapfeel. BoNbIIMHCTBO CIYX0B 00
MMIIePaTOPCKOM KEeCTOKOCTY U CBUPEIOCTH OBINIK MTpaBHoli. B 4aCTHOCTH, B TOM, YTO He OBIJIO
CMBICJIa YMOJIATE 0 npolleHny MnepaTopa cTpaHhl. [Jaxke CO CBOEU MO3UIMKU I COMHEBaiach B TOM,
4YTO BUJEIIA.

Wmmepatop Bce Gonee u 6osee Tepsin caMmoobnamanue. Ho BCE X&e I KOPOJIEBCKOM rBapauu ObIITO
CIOPIIPHM30M YBHUIETh, KAK HMIIEPATOP Halle/IUII CBOM Med, HO He HaHEc ymapa. OH IOOHSJICS BO BECh
POCT ¥ TOCMOTPEJT Ha MeHs, KOTopas BCE ellé Oblyla Ha 3eMIIe.

"E€ nuyHOCTh HecOMHeHHa. OHa He HaéMHHIN youiia."
Kopornesckuii rBapheel] He CTal pa3gyMbIBaTh Hafl €0 CJI0BaMU U IMOKJIOHUIICS. "MEI TOTOBH UATH."

4 nmombiTanack 3aroBopuTh, "...4." OmHAaKO S He MOTJIa HUYero Npou3HEeCTH UM BCTaTh. 41 ImbITanach
pacuieBenuTh ce0g U y0exkaTh, HO MOE TeJlo He CIIyIIajoCh MeHS.

HMnepaTop u BCA KOPOJIEBCKas IBapAus CMOTPeNU Ha MeHs. "UTo OHa gesaeT?" 4uTanoch B UX
rjaa3ax. {1 omHOBpeMeHHO YyBCTBOBasa CTHI ¥ FHEB. MIMIiepaTop IJISHYII Ha MEHS, CTOS PALOM C
reappeiinaMu. OOVH U3 HUX IOOWIEN U IPOTSHYI MHE PYKY.

"4 momory BaM, Munenu."
"0... cmacu6o... yyx!"

OH momor MHe TOHSTHCS, 3a YTO 5 ObllIa 0YeHb Oj1arogapHa, Ho Obla O emré 6oee GmarogapHa,
ecyu Obl OH ORI TOHKKe pocToM. OH MTOJHSII MEeHST Ha CIIMHY, HO C €r0 BBICOTHI 51 O0SIJICS yIacTh U
cjioMaTh cebe IIemn.

“ITocTaBbTE MeHs, ToXKanyucra!”
“Ila. Ho MHe KaXKeTcs, BaM TSIKeJlo UATH, Muaegn.”
“d mory upgtu!”

“IToxkanyicra, mpocto npumute 0odpoty Ero Benuuectsa.” OH cka3an “mobpoTa”, HO 3By4aso 3TO
KaK yrpo3a. YCIIbIIIaB rooc CTpaXkHUKa, S [T0XkKasiesl 0 CBOUX Cabelolux CHulax.



XO0JIOOHOE CIIOKOMCTBHE OXBATHIIO MeHS. BrIjIo Koe-uTo IIOCTPalllHee MeYa I/IMrIepaTopa 1 9TO OBITIO
HaKa3aHHe OT MOeH MaTepHu. qa BBEICKOJIb3HYJId HOYLIO, YTOOBI HAUTH IIOTEPAHHYIO OBIY. Ecnu a1 He
Hafmy eé 1o YTPa, MEHS HaKaXyT, ¥ 3TO TaKXKe CTPAIlTHO, KaK BCTPETUTHCA C MEYOM.

“91, oBla...” mpobopMoTasa s 3aCTeHYUBO. ['pyIa reapaeiilneB pa3BepHyIach K CKJIOHY TOphL. I
nocMmoTperna Ha Mmneparopa.

HmnepaTop CMOTpen Ha 4To-TO B KycTax. OH CKa3aJl, He TIOBOpaduBasi royioBy: “fl Ha 0X0Te ceryac, u
3TO OIIacHO. {1 BEpHy e€, eCnu yBUXKY.”

“...da.” OTBeTuna s BexynB0o. Ha 4T0 370 0X0TUTCA Ero BenuuectBo? BHe3anno u MMmmneparop, u
rBappeel] I0OCMOTPeNIN Ha MeHS.

“«

...?” ¢l BOIPOCUTENBHO B3TJIIHYJIa I0BEPX I1JIeYa rBaphenia. ToJIbKO Yyepe3 HeCKOJIbKO CeKYH] 5
noHsina. Korma MMmepaTop menaet Tebe omokKeHue, He CleyeT 0TBedaTh “ma”. f moCmeltHo
IIOMBITAJIaCh 3TO UCIPaBUTh. “...C-macubo, HeT, 6aromapio, To eCTh Oarogapio Bac, Barme
BenuuecTBo.”

...AX, 51 BCé HUCIIOpTHUIIA.

Y MeHs BHe3allHO CTaJll 3allJIeTaThCs SI3bIK, KOTMa S IbITallaCh UCIPABUTLCS. £ CKIIOHUIIA TOJIOBY,
JKejasi OTKyCUTh CBOM TNyIBIN 93bIK. K cYacThio, CiMHa reappeiiia Oblla 4OCTaTOYHO IITMPOKOI,
4yTOOBI CKPBEITh MeHs. iMmepaTop - 3To MmnepaTop. [Jaxke MaleHbKYI0 OMMOKY MOTYT He IIPOCTUTD, U
OBLII0O MHOTO JIIOHEM, TaK U He MOIYUYUBIINX €T0 MPOIIEHUS.

FBap,ueeu BHUMATEJIbPHO CMOTPEII Ha I/IMr[epaTopa. Kak TOnpKO TOT HpOI/ISHeCéT IIpUroBop, TOT
HCIIOJIHUT ero HeMedyeHHo. OmHaKO I/IMHepaTop IIPOCTO IIOBEPHYJ I'OJIOBY U IIOCMOTPEI Ha MEH.

4 obepHynach Ha 3BYK. YeNlOBEK, AepKaBIINi MeHs, U3[al KOPOTKUY B3T0X.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, HEMHOTHE JIIOOU MOTJIKA OBl CKa3aTh, UYTO BUAENHX yNbOKy MMmepaTopa.

http://tl.rulate.ru/book/26106/598331



