9T0 OB yKACAIOIIUH KPUK. DTO MMPO3BYYasIo mevaabHo U rpy0o. S Kpemko craja, I03TOMY, KoTOa
ITPOCHYJIach, TO HE MOTJIa CKa3aTh, OBITIO I 3TO HAa CAMOM [eJie UJTM MHE MPOCTO MTPUCHUITOCH.

OpHako elré ofvH KPUK 3aCTaBUJI MEHS MOANPHITHYTh, IOATBEPKAasi, YTO 9TO AEUCTBUTEIILHO
ITPOUCXOTUT.

- Bame BricouectBo! Bame BricouecTBo!

A cnpimana, Kak TOPHUYHLBIE U CIIYTU CYETATCSA BOKPYT MOeil KOMHATHI. KpI/IK IIpOOoJIZKaJICs. B xakoii-
TO MOMEHT 4 IIOHMAJI4, 9YTO 3TO KTO-TO BEIKPDUKHBAET UMH4.

4 He coBceM pa3obpasa 3T0 uMs. 5 cibllIai, Kak Togu 6eraloT BOKPYT B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBE.

- ... YTOOHI TTONTYYUTh €€ OFIC...

- ... pee IOmHSIJICH...

- ... 4TOOBI mOOpaTHCA [I0...

- ... CO3HaHue...!

YeTwIpe UK MSITh PA3HBIX T'OJIOCOB CITUIIMCh BMECTe, HO S HU4Yero He MOTJIa MOHSATh. OT 3TOr0 MHE
CTaJIo elll€ CTpalllHee.

4 OBICTPO TOHSA, YTO Peyb UAET He 0 mpu3pake. KTo-To, HaCTOSAMIINY XKUBOM YeJI0BEK, CO3[aBal
3TOT Xaoc, a He IIpU3paK.

Moii cTpax ymMeHbIIUTICA. f1 Haflena XxanaT ¥ OTKPEUIA IBePb, BeOYIIyI0 B KOMHATY AJIs IPUCITYTU. B
cocerlHell KOMHaTe He OBUIO TOPHUYHBIX, KOTOPHIE NOMKHEL OBUIX XJaTh Ha ClIy4dal, eCIi MHe YTO-TO
noHamo6uTcs. TaM GBIJIO MYCTO, ¥ ABEPb B KOPHUAOP ObLIa IIHPOKO OTKPHITA.

Y MmeHs ObUT YETKUHM BUL Ha XOJUI, U TO, YTO S TaM YBUENA, OBIJI0 COBEPIIEHHO HEOXKUTaHHBIM.

Ha TI0JIy JieXKalla CeJoBIacCad KEeHIMWHA, KOTOPYIO YOIEPXKHUBAJIA MOU CITy2KAHKHW U OXPAaHHUKMU. Opna
N3 CIIYy2KAHOK IIPHUKPHIBAJId POT CTapOﬁ XKEHIIUHHL. { MOoHsIa, YTO 3TO KpHr4daJjla Ta CaMad XKEeHIIWHa.

Korpa st mopo1iia K HUM, ¥ BCe COOPABIIMECS Ka3aluCh CMYIIEHHBIMY U MBITAINCh TPUBETCTBOBATD
MeHS OJIXKHEIM 00pa3oM.

- 0!



- Baie BricouecTBo!

- [IpuseTcTBy!0 Bac, Baue BricouecTBo!

ropHI/I‘-IHBIe " CTPAXHHUKHU ABHO YyBCTBOBAJIN ce0st HEeJIOBKO Ipu MOEM IOSIBJIEHUH. 5
IIPOUTHOPHUPOBAJId UX U ITOBEPHYJIACH K MMOXKUIION XKEHIIMHE,

Ona 6blnna xyfas u crnabasi. [InuHHBE Oesible BOJIOCH KEHIITUMHE OBUIN CUIBHO CIIyTaHBL. ITO
CIIy>XKaHKHU yOepKUBaK €€ Ha MecTe. ECu CTpaXXHUKK TONKHYT €€, TO, TI0X0XKe, KOCTU HECYACTHON
CJIOMAIOTCSI.

HecMoTps Ha cBOE craboe COCTOsIHKE, OHA IPOAoJIKaia 60POThCS OUKO M OTYASHHO.

MHe cTasno 1000MIBITHO.

[ToueMy 31ech OKa3asiach 3Ta II0XUJIas KeHIIrHa? YTo XKe OHa 3[ecCh fesaeT?

- Bamie BricoguecTBo!

C3agu MeHsI OKJIMKHYJIa 3HaKoMas TuYHOCTh. Korga s o6epHynach, CamaHTa yxke Gexkaia Ko
MHe. OHa BHITJISIAENIa pacTpenanHoi. HaBepHOe, 0HA TOIBKO YTO MPOCHYJACh, KakK H f.

CaMaHTa ofoIia Ko MHe U OTJIsifesiach. YBUAEB TMMOKHUIIYIO 2KEHIITNHY, OHa nobyeqHena, Ho CyMella
IIpuaaTh JInIe HEIIPOHHIIaeMO€ BhIPazKeHne U HU3KO IIOKJIIOHUTHECSA MEH.

- IIpotury mpoleHus, YTO IO3BOJIMII UM IIOTPEBOXKUTH Batll coH, Bare BricouecTBo. YTpoM s mpuMy
moboe HaKa3aHKe, KOTOpPoe Brl couTETe yMeCTHHIM. A TI0Ka g 1103a004ych 00 3TOU CUTyalluH,
II03TOMY, TI0XKaJIyiCcTa, BO3BPAIlaiTeCh B CBOIO CIAJIbHIO, YTOOBI OTHOXHYTh.

CHy}KaHKI/I COTJIaCHUIIUCE, YTO A OOJIZKHA BEPHYTLECSA B CBOIO IIOCTEJIb, U IIOIIBITAINCh YBECTH
CTapyxy. OpHako g He CO6I/IpaJ'IaCb nOeJaThb TO, O YEM OHHU IIPOCHUIIN.

- OCcTaHOBUTECH.

ITo MOEMY IIPHUKA3y TOPHUYHBIE OCTAHOBUIINCE. CTpa}KHI/IKI/I " CIIY2KAHKHU IIOBEPHYJIUCH K CamaHTe,
OoXKupasd IMpruKa3a. Onu He CO6I/IpaJ'II/ICb BBITIOJIHATE MOM IIPUKA3EI, ITIOKA CamaHTa UX He OI[OGpI/IT.

Tak uto, oueBupnHO, CamaHTa OBlTa T7TaBHOU. [T0X0XKe, OHA yKe 3Halla, KTO 3Ta IMOXKHUIast
JKeHIIuHA. BBII0 04eBUIHO, YTO OHA He X0Tesa, YTOOH 5 y3HaIl O Hel.

4 copocuna:



- CaMaHTa, KTO 9Ta KeHIIMHa?

- Bame BricouecTBo... - CaMaHTa ITOCMOTPeIa Ha MEHS C TPEBOTOH.

¢ 3Hasa, YTO He CMOT'Y OCTAaHOBUTLCS. Ecu GBI s 9TO cena, To mo3Bosuia 661 CaMaHTe
nobeauTh. d melCTBUTENIBHO CTAaHY MapuoHeTKOM MMmepaTopa.

4 He ucneITHBaNa Henmpus3Hu K CamanTe. Ha caMoM fienie, s 0TYasiHHO HyXKajlach B €€ MTOMOIIIH,
€CJTU XOTeJla BEIKUTh B 3aMKe. 3a MOCIeNHUM MecsI s YBUIeNa e€ MacTepPCTBO U H06pOTy, ¥ MHe
TIOHPABUJIOCH TO, YTO S YBHUEA.

YTo MHe OelCTBUTENbHO ObIJIO HY2KHO, TakK 9T0 YT0Ob CaMaHTa CTajla MOel IOJYMHEHHOH, a He
cTaBleHHUIeN MMnepaTopa. 4 3Hasa, YTO OHA MEITAIACh 3AITUTUTh MEHS, HO ecyu OBl S IT03BOJINIA
el 3To, TO cTasna Obl COBEPIIEHHO 6ECCUITBHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

- KTo atoT yenmoBek? [louemMy OHa 3[eCh? - 51 CIIPOCHUTI €€ TBEPHO, TaK UYTO He OBIJI0 HUKAKUX
COMHEHHH, 4TO 5 CKOpee OTHal0 IIpHUKa3, a He MOy .

nu TyT elll€ OOUH T0JI0C pa3najicda u3gajieka.

- Mama!

K HaMm nmogbexaia XeHIIuHa cpeguux aeT. OHa Obllla POCKOIITHON OPIOHETKOM. YBUIEB O€I0BOJIOCYIO
XKEHIIUHY, OHa 3akpudasa. OHa MOJOoIIa K TOKHUJION XeHIUHEe U YOeOuIach, 4TO Ta Iiefla u
HeBpeguMa. OHa HEMHOTO pacciiabuiack, KOTa MOHSIA, YTO C €€ MaTephIo BCE B IOPSAKE, HO
noOnenHena, 3aMeTuB MeHsi. OHA HU3KO MOKJIOHUJIACh MHE,

- [IpusetcTBy!0 Bac, Baue BricoyecTso.

4 BcmoMHUI ee nuno. MMeHHO OHA OTBeYasa 3a CcofiepxkKaHue 3Toro Kphina. Eé 3Banu Artuec. Korpga s
BIIEPBHIE IIPUOLIIa Clofla, OHa OblNla IIEPBOM, KTO IPUBETCTBOBAJT MEHS.

4 cnokouHo cupocuna Araec u CaMaHTY:

- 910 MaTh ArHec?

910 OBITIO0 0YEHDb CTPAHHO. MoXKeT ObITh, ATHEeC U Oblla yIIpaBIsioNlel 3TOr0 Kpbljia, HO BCE PaBHO 3TO
Obla COOCTBEHHOCTH KOPOJIEBCKOM CeMbH. [IpUBECTH CIofia CBOIO OOJIbHYIO IOKUIIYIO MaTh, KOTOpas,
BO3MOZKHO, TaKxXKe Oblna ICUuxu4ecky 00IbHA, BEPOSITHO, HE Pa3pelianocs.

E€ monoxeHue MOXHO ObIIO 00BSICHUTE TOJIBKO ABYMS MpuuuHaMu. JIn0o ArHec mepKaja 3TO B



CeKperTe, b0 KTO-TO HaBePXYy ITO3BOJIUII eé MaTepHu OCTaThCA.

Arzec o0BICcHUIIA:

- Ia. A 9TOo MOS MarTh, H...

CamaHTa nepebuia Arsec:

- iMmepaTop pa3pewu 3To.

- Ero BenuuecTtBo?

- Ia.

¢l HUu4ero He MorJia MOHAThL. IMIepaTop, KOTOPOTo s 3Hasa, OblT XJTalHOKPOBHEIM YOUMIIEH,
IBIPHYBIINM HOXKOM CBOET0 COOCTBEHHOT'0 OTIIA, ¥ BpaXKOoBaJl CO CBOeil Mayexol, BIoBCTByIoIIEl
HmmnepaTpuiieit. BeITh JOOPHIM K TTOXKHUIION XKEHIIMHE OBIJIO He ITOX0XKe Ha TO, YTO CHesIas Obl
Jlykpeuun.

4 oxwupana, yTo CaMaHTa CKaXeT, YTO 3TO OHa [T03BO/IUIA MogobHoe, HO MMmepaTop?

CamMaHTa, JOJIXKHO 6BITB, IIpO4YHUTalla MO MBICJIH.

- T'ocmoxa HoTpus Ovlna Takxke HIHeW MmnepaTtpuiikl BeaTpuc.

Oy! Hakonen-To g noHsina. IIpu3pak, 0 KOTOPOM I'OBOPHUIIU CIYKAHKHU, MOJIKHO OBITh, ¥ OBLIT 3TOM
JKEHIIMHOU.

IToxunasa gama IIpoaoJiZKajla IIJTIaKaTh, BRIKPUKHBAs YbE-TO UMSI.

- Bea, mos Mmanmiika bea...

¢ 3HaM, 0 KOM OHa CKOPOHT.

3mechk OPOIUII BOBCE He IPU3pPaK UMIepaTpullsl beatpuc. OTo Oblla €€ HAHS, KOTOpasi Collljia C yMa
II0CJIe IOTePHU CBoel VMmepaTpuIlsL.
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