[Touemy s momkHa Oblla HACTaWBaTh Ha TOM, YTOOHI yC/IBIIaTh 00 3TOM? 1 BuHUIIA ce0s 3a BCE 3TO,
KOT'7la B TEMHOTE JIeTJIa Ha KPOBaTh.

- [M moueMy s Takas riymnas?] - npobopMoTasa s Ha KOPEeUCKOM SI3HIKE.

¢4 6ria omHa B KOMHATe. 4 BCE BpeMsi TBepauia cebe, 4To BCE B MOpsioKe. B cocepmHel KOMHATE
HAXOMIMJIUCE TI0 MEHBIIEH Mepe OBe TOPHUYHEIE, KOTOPHIe IPUOYT, €CJIU 5 T030BY. ¢ Oblla HE OHA.

¢ He Morja MPUTJIACUTH UX CIOfla, TOTOMY 4TO 00s7ach NPUBUAEHUN. ITO OBIJIO OBl CIUIIKOM
HeNoBKO. 4 obelrana cebe CTaTh [apCTBEHHON U BEIUKOAYIIHOW TPAaBUTENbHUIIEH. YMOJISITh UX CIIaTh
B OTHOM KOMHATe CO MHOM, IIOTOMY 4TO 51 00si71aCh TEMHOTHI, OBIJIO IIJIOX0H HOeeH.

¢4 Onina B mopsiake. 4 momkHa Oblnia OBITH B OpsOKe. d-a... ...

- I'saa!l

MHe 1m0Ka3ai10Ch, 4TO KpaeM I'jia3a 4 3aMeTHII 4YTO-TO 6ernoe. 4 ¢ KPHUKOM IIOOHAJICA Ha
HOT'H. HpI/ICMOTpeBHII/ICB, s1 TIOHSIJIA, YTO 3TO BCETOo JIKIIb Oejasi 3aHAaBeCKa, TAaHOYIOIIAasd Ha BETPY.

¢l mouyBCTBOBAJI BHEe3aIHOe 00IeTYeHre, 3a KOTOPEIM IIOCIEN0Baio pa3odapoBaHue. 4 cupsitana
T'OJIOBY TIOf OMEsNIO ¥ MpoOopMoTaa:

- [4 Takas uOHOTKA...]

4 mpoxxamna B TEMHOTE... 3T0 OBIJIO HEJIOBKO.

4 Bcerma ObIT TPyCHUXO#. 1 HUKOTHA He MOTJa CMOTPeTh GuiibM yKacos. [loueMy s HacTauBasla Ha
TOM, YTOOHBI YCIIBIIIIATh UCTOPHUIO O TIPUBUIEHUSX?

- [4 Orina Tak riyma...] - moXenana g BCIyX. - [l He MOTYy IIOBEPUTH, YTO TOBOPIO 3TO, HO X0UY,
4TOOHB! OH OBII 3[ECh...]

HWMeHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT pa3fgaiicsa roJjoc:

- Kakou CTpaHHBIY S3BIK!

YTO-TO IIOSBUIIOCH IIEPEI0 MHOM.

bl 3aKpH4dalla Cpa3dy XKe, IIpexae 9eM IIOCMOTPETh, KTO UJIK YTO 3TO OBLITO.



- I'vagasas!

Xiom!

Moit KpUK OBLIT OTTTYIIUTETLHEIM. [ OPHUYHEBIE U CIIYTH GPOCUIIUCH OITPOMETHIO KO MHE.

- Bamie BricouecTBo!

- Uto cny4yunocs? Baie BricouecTBo!

- C Bamu Bcé B nopsake?!

CTpa}KHI/IKI/I He MOTJIX BOUTH B JKEHCKHE ITI0KOH, 0COOEHHO B CIAJIbHIO XKEHEI I/IMHepaTopa. TeMm He
MeHee s CIbIIIajla UX 3a OKHOM, I'OTOBBEIX IIOMOYb, €CJIX 3TO 6y116T HeO6XOJII/IMO.

9T0 OBINIO CNUIIKOM HelloBKO. Korfia ciy>KaHKM BOILIIM, OHU YBUAENH, YTO S KpU4y, a MiMmneparop
CTOSIJI IIepefio MHOM B CBOEM HOYHOM pybaiike. B KOMHaTe BoIlapuiiach TUIIKHA. MHe X0TeloCh
IIPOCTO UCUE3HYTh.

Opzaxko 3To OBINIa ero BHa! OTO OH MMPOKpaJscs B MO0 KOMHATy 6e3 npenynpexnenus! Koneuno, s
Onl ucnyranacs! 3to Obla He MOs BUHA!

VimMnepaTop MaxHyl PyKoi, 4TOOR! BCe YK, Sl CMyIIEHHO cupsiTana Iuil0. [OpHUYHbIE U CITYTH,
CTapasiChb CKPHITH yJILIOKY, BEXKJIUBO [TOKUHYJIX KOMHATY.

IHomxHO OBITh, OHU PacCCKa3alid CTPAZKHUKAM CHAPYZKHU O TOM, YTO ITPOU3OIIJIO. ‘-Iepe3 HECKOJIBKO
MHHYT Ha yJIHIle CTAaJI0 O9Y€Hb THXO.

MHe Ka3aock, 4To s yMpy OT YHUKeHUs. f Monunack, YTo0w MMepaTop BHIIIEeT U3 KOMHATH U
OCTaBHJI MEHS B ITOKOE.

OpHako OH He yies. f 3aKphljia U0 PyKaMu, YTOOB HUYEro He BUMETh, HO ITIOYYBCTBOBAJIa BeC
JIykpeliis Ha KpoBaTH, KOTHa OH CEJl PSIOM CO MHOM.

HiMriepaTopy He TOHPABUIIOCh, UTO S Mps4uy auilo. OH 3aCTaBUJI MOE KPaCHOE JIUII0 OTKPHITLCS U
paccMesiyicsa Halo MHOM.



- Xa-xa!

- He cmetics!

- Y Tebst Takoe ypomIuBOe NUI0, 6YOTO OHO TOPHT!

ITa kak oH nocMe!

- Ecnu TH TaK HeHABUAUIIEL MOE JIUIIO, TO IIOUYEMY BCE ellé 37echk? Bo3Bpaiaiics Bo gBoperr!

OH yneIOHYACSA ¥ TPUOIU3UIT CBOE JIUI0 K MOEMY.

- Thl JENCTBUTENILHO YBEPEHA, UTO X0YEIlh, YTOOH! S YIIEN?

- A 3ayeM MHe IraTh?

- U BCce XKe s BUOEN IIpaBOy. A Bupmen, Kak Mod IIpeKpaCHa4d XK€Ha CKy4aJla II0 MHeE.

- O 4éM, YEPT BO3bMH, TH TOBOPHUIIIL?

- To BOCKJIMKHYJIA OT CHACThd, YBUIEB MEHA. Bce B aTom KpPhIJI€ CJIBIIIAJIA 3TO.

9ToT mapeHb 61 cyMacienmuM. OH OTEPSIT PaCcCymoK.

Torpa 51 Ovlna He ny4ine. f OelCTBUTEILHO X0Tela, YTOO OH GBI 30eCh, TOTOMY 4TO S 60sinach
mpu3paka!

¢ mpuCcTaTbHO IOCMOTPEa Ha HETO U CITPOCHIIA:

- Hoquy TBHI JyMae€llb, 9YTO {1 Pafdad TeOs BI/II[eTB?

- Heyxenu s omu6cs? Torga T ObliIa cUaCT/IMBa, IIOTOMY 4YTO AyMaja, YTO 3TO OB APYyrou
MyxuuHa? THl Begb 3Haelllb, YTO IpejobonesHue - 3TO u3MeHa, BepHO? Eciu Tl 0XKKasa 3[ech
IPYTOT0 MyKYUHY, TO 5 LOJXKEH II0J03peBaTh, UTO y TeOsI poMaH 3a MOed CIIUHOM.



Jlykpeuu#i mpomosKam WIMPOKO yibl6aThcst. OH 3HAJ, YTO Be#ET cebs Heerno.

4 Tak ycrana. Y MeHsI He 0CTaloCh CUJI AJISL 9TOU UTPHL. 4 pelnuia OCTaBUTh BCE KaK €CTh.

- 3HQYUT, TH MPU3HAEIH, YTO CKydasia 10 MHE? - CHOBa CIIpOCHI MMmeparop.

- [lymay, 4TO X0y4ellb, - f jierja Ha KpoBaTh U CIpOCUiia: - Tak Kak e THl Clofia IPOKpasica?

- JTO 4acTh OBOPIIA, 4 3HAYHUT, OHA IIPUHAOIEXKUT MHE. Ha camoM mesne, HeT TaKOro MecTa B 9TOMU
I/IMHepI/II/I, KyHa OBl T He MOT IIOKTH. B KOHII€ KOHIIOB, 4 - UMIIepaTop.

- KoHe4yHO, KOHEYHO...

[Tpocto HeBeposiTHO. OH cuuTan ce6s TaKUM BelUKKUM. BOoT TakuM u Ovut JIykpenuit JIe Kpaucus.

BHe3amnHo s BCIIOMHHJIA, YTO CKa3ajia MHe JJib3a. 9To OblI0 M061uMoe MecTo ObiBIIel MMnepaTpuiib
beatpuc.

Ero pomHas MaTh, KOTOpas OblIa Ka3HEHa.

[IpuBupnenue.

Bo3moxkHO, 3T0 OblNIa iMnepaTpulia beatpuc, KoTopasi cTaja MpU3pakoM, IIOTOMY YTO OHa He MOTrJa
IIPUHSATE CBOIO CYABOY.

¢ BcroMHMITa, YTO CKa3ana BmoBcTByloImas MMmepaTpuiia BO BpeMs BCTPeUH Mmocje youicTBa
oniBIIETO MiMIIEepaTopa.

VimnepaTtpuiia beaTtpuc 6bl1a Toi caMoli MMnepaTpuiied, KOTOPYIo Ka3HUIK 3a IpeobonessHue.

BoT €€ CBIH, KOTOPBIY YOUIT CBOET0 COOCTBEHHOT'0 OTIIa, YTOOH cTaTh MMIiepaTopoM.

- ... UTo OHI THI MOYYBCTBOBAJ, eciu OBl YBUOEN 37eCh MpuBuaeHue? [Ipu3pak Koro-to, KTo yMep
3[€eCh.

B KoMHaTe Bollapuiach TULIMHA. ITO MOJIYaHue OBIJI0 coBceM ApyruM. OO0pYHO JIyKpenuit TOBOPUI
6picTpo. OH OBLJT YMHBEIM ITapHEM.

ITO THUIITKHA CHUJILHO OTIHNYAIacCh OT OORIYHOT'O COCTOSTHHMS.



4 Oblyta TOM MOMOTKOM, KOTOPHIM CKa3al He COBCEM IpaBay. [lompoOHOCTEN ST He 3Hala, HO 3Hal
moctaTo4Ho. Ero oTery yous ero e MaTh. 9TO ObIJIO OIIPEIEIEHHO HE TO, O YEM 5 JOJIKHa Oblna
CIIpalllABaTh.

IToxa s coxarses 0 CBoel TJIYyIIOCTH, OH HAaKOHEIl CKa3adJl MHE XOJIOOHBIM CIIOKOMHBIM I'OJIOCOM:

- Hy, g He 3Hal0.

A He CMOTpe€JIa Ha JIMIIO0 I/IMnepaTopa, IIO3TOMY HE€ 3HAJId, KaKO€ y HETO OBIITO BEIPpaXKEHHe. Ha sToT
Ppa3 g4 He 3Halla, YTO eMy CKa3aTk.

[Tocne HECKONMBKUX CEKYHI MOJTYaHUs, KOTOPhIE IT0Ka3auCh MHE BEUYHOCTHIO, JIYKPEIui TPOI0IKHUIT:

- Ho mpu3pakoB He CyIIECTBYET, TaK 4TO 5 AyMalo, YTO MHE He HYKHO 0E€CITIOKOUTHCS O TOM, YTO
CKa3aTb UM Kak ce0s1 YyBCTBOBAThH IIPU BUJIe IIpU3paKa.

Korpa st mopHsina ria3a, Ha ero julle Obiia 06bIYHAs yBepeHHast YXMBITKA.

OH OBIn XyXKe BCeX. B03M0XKHO, OOWH U3 CaMBIX CUIBHBIX MYZK4YMH, KOTOPBIX A KOl"JIa-J'II/I6O BCTpedvaa.

- KcraTu... g He oxkugasn, 9To MOs XKeHa OyaeT TaK CHIIbHO CKy4aTh [0 MHe. [IpOIII0 BCET0 YeThIpe
nHst! 9 momkeH OB HABECTUTD TeOs PaHbIIIe.

- Hy, Temeps s TeGs yBUaea, Tak YTO BCE XOPOIIO. A Teleph MOXKEIh UTH.

¢ momaxasna eMy Ha IpOoIlaHKue PYKOH.

- Mos emuHCTBEHHAs XKeHa Takas 3acTeHunBas. OHa BCcerja rOBOPUT MIPOTUBOIIOIOKHOE TOMY, YTO
YyBCTBYeT Ha CaMOM fieJie, - MOJIOfIOM YeJIOBEK MOAAPa3Hu MeHs, 3a0upasich I0f Ofesiyio.

4 Huyero He Moria nopenath. OGuUIManbHO MEL OBIIA MYZKeM U XKeHOH. JIyKperui Ok XOpOLIUM
MyKeM, KOTOPHIM HaBelas cBoio 60/1bHYI0 XKeHy. OH Takxke Obl1 MnepaTopoM. f1 He MorJia BEITHATh
€ro ¥3 KOMHATH, HHaue 3TO 3aCTaBWIO Obl MEHS BBITJIANETD IJI0XO.

JIykpelui KpemnkKo 06HSIT MeHsT [of] OfesiioM. S BOPYT TOYyBCTBOBaa 03HOO.

9TOT yenoBeK OBLI ITOX0XK Ha 3Mel0. TeMmepaTypa ero Tesa Oblyla MIOKUPYIOIIe HU3KOH, 1 UMEHHO
II03TOMY OH JIF00UI 0OHUMATh MeHs. OTO OBLIO B LIeJISIX ITOMCKa Tella.

¢ momyMara, He I0XKaJioBaThCs JIM eMy, KaK 00BIYHO, HO ITOTOM IepenyMaina. Eciu 651 3mech
nercTBUTENbHO ObUT Ipu3pak Mmmepatpullsl beaTpuc, To, BO3MOXKHO, OHa Oblia Okl moOpee KO MHe,



3Had, 9TO A COTrpeBaro €€ ChIHA.

KoHeuHO, B TeUeHHE CIIeAYIOIIUX OBYX IHEeN HUKAaKUX IMIPU3PAKOB He MOSBIISAIOCE.

JIoHe3 ocTaBaCs TAKUM XKe MHUDPHEBIM, KdK 1 BCerpga. O(I)I/IIJ;I/IaJ'[bHO S HaX0guJIaCh 30€Ch U3-3a CBOET0
300POBBS, ITIO3TOMY BCE€ BOKPYT CTAPAJIMCh HE IIYMEThL XU HE BOJTHOBATHLCA.

EnwHCTBEHHOE, YTO MEHST pa3gpaxasio, Tak 3TO TO, YTo MMIepaTop IPOKpaAbIBaCs B MOIO CIIAJIbHIO
HOYBIO Ha YETBEPTHIM U MSTHIN AeHb, HO 3TO OBIJIO HE TaK YK U III0XO.

OpHaKO 3aTeM 3TO BCE e MIPOU30IILIO.

Pannum YTPOM IIATOTO OHA A IIPOCHYJIACH OT IIPOH3UTEJILHOI' 0 2KEHCKOT'0O KPHKa.

- I's-a-a-a!
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