¢ B maHWKe OTJIsAeNach Mo cTopoHaM. KaHIep u XKpuija IOCMOTPeIX Ha MeHs u MiMmepaTopa ¢
HEXHBIMU ybIOKaMu. BooBcTBylomas MmMmnepaTpulia CMOTpesia Ha MEHs Tak, CJIOBHO X0TeJla yOUTh
IPSIMO 37ECh.

VimnepaTop 1 BaoscTBylomias MMnepaTpulla 3acTaBisaiau MeHs OaTh 0TBeT. Kakoi OBl OTBET g HU
fajia, OOVH U3 HUX HUKOI'[a MEHS He IIPOCTHUT.

BposctByromas MmnepaTpuiia CHOBa CIIPOCHUIIa:

- Yto OBI TH XOTEJIA CHAEIaTh?

4 cHoBa mocMmoTpena Ha MimmepaTopa u BooBcTByouryio MMnepartpuily. Y MeHsT He GbIJIO IPyTOro
BbIOOpa, KpoMe KakK IIPEBPATUTh OJHOTO M3 HUX B CBOETO 3aK/IATOr0 Bpara. HecMoTps HU Ha 4TO, 5
Obl1a Teneph B IIEHTpe UX OOPHOHL.

Ha camoMm pmene MHe Hedero OBIJIO PelaTh. BEII TONMBKO OfWH IPABUILHEIN OTBET.

4 MenieHHO OTKpHIia POT:

- Bame BennuecTBo, ... IpuHUMalo Ballle peanoxeHue.

Teneps urpa Havanachk. f TOYHO 3Hana, KTO Mo¥ Bpar. OgHako g He Obl/la YBEPEHA, YTO MOM COIO3HUK
OEUCTBUTEIbHO Ha MOEX CTOPOHE.

ITepBas xeHa.

9T0 OBIIO MMOI0KEHNME HEOORIYHO BEICOKOTO cTaTtyca B Mmnepuu KpaHncus.

B sTom Mupe y MiiepaTopa MoxkeT OBITh He OfHa 3aKOHHas keHa. C Ipyroi CTOPOHH,
VimmepaTpuiia Oblna He TOJIBKO XKeHOM MMmepaTopa, HO U ero mapTHépoM. Y MMnepaTputibl Obiia
TaKas e BJIaCTh, KaK U y €€ MyXa.

[TepBas xKeHa yIpaBisiiia BCEMU XeHIMHaMu MMnepaTopa, KpoMe CaMOW UMIIePaTPHUIIbL.

OueBHOHO, YTO UMIIepATPHUIlA U30MpPasachk He Mo TI00BU. ITOT OpaK HOJKeH OB CTATh XOPOIIO
IIPOIYMaHHBIM IIOJIUTUYECKUM X00M. HacTo BEIOMpPaIu NOYb U3 BIUSITENIbHON ceMbu. CHila, KOTOPOH
3Ta ceMbs oOnagana, Obljla CIUIIKOM BeJIlKa, YTOOBl OTIATh €€ KOMY-TO OMHOMY. JTO [IOIKEH ObI
OBITH KTO-TO, KOMY MMIIepaTop MOT IOBEPSTH C aBCOMOTHOM YBEPEHHOCTHIO.

Korpga BBI6I/IpaJIPI I/IMnepanHuy, 4aCTO OOJHOBPEMEHHO BI:>I6I/IpaJ'II/I 1 IIePBYIO XKEHy. HepBaﬂ 2K€eHa
0OBIYHO BbI6I/IpaJ'IaCb U3 TOU K€ CeMbH, U4TO U I/IMnepanHua, TaK 4YTO y BlIaCTHU OBLITO OBe KEHIINHEI,;



WMnepaTpulia ¥ neppasi KeHa padoTany B TapMOHUHY U ¢ a0CONIOTHOM BIacThi0. [103TOMY He GbITI0
HUYero HeoObIYHOTO B TOM, UTO CECTDHI UK KY3WHBI OHOM CEMBbY BHIXOMUIIM 3aMyX 3a MiMmepaTopa
B OIHO U TO XK€ BpEMS.

Ecnu MmnepaTtpuiia 3a0ojieBaja Win 10 KaKUM-TH00 MPUYMHAM He MOTJIa BHIIOJIHSTE CBOH
00s1I3aHHOCTH, TO BJIaCTh Opasia Ha cebs mepBas XKeHa.

KoneuHo, OBLIN ¥ UCKITIOYUEHUSI.

[lepBas xKeHa He Bcerpa OKa3blBajlaCh COO3HUILEX MMmnepaTpuusl. HanpuMep, BOOBCTBYOIIAA
UMIepaTpulla U3HayabHO OblIa EepBOii XKeHoi OriBIIero MMmnepaTopa. OHa 3aMBIIIsAIa 3aTOBOP
IIPOTUB IIPEOBIAYIIel UMIIepaTPULEl U CyMesla CBEprHyTh ee. UMeHHO Tak KaTisgHupa cTana camou
MMIIepaTpullen.

C mpyroii CTOPOHHI, OBIJIO TaK:Ke MHOT'O ITEPBLIX XKEH B UCTOPUH, KOTOPHIE 3a00THUITUCE U 3allUIIIaIN
BCeX XK€H MMnepaTopa, HalOXHUI] U TEeTeu.

Br110 GBI OOBOJIBHO CIIPAaBEOJINBO OTMETHUTD, UYTO II€PBAsA 2KE€Hd YCTAHOBUJIA TOH KOpOHeBCKOfI CEMBbH.

[Totomy 3TO ObliTa OYEHb BaxkHas Mo3unus. Y s gomkHa Obla CIIPOCUTS:

- [Touemy THI Ha3HAYUII MEHSI CBOEU II€PBOU XKEeHOU?

BenukonemnHu CMEPTOHOCHEIM MMIIepaTop.

Mou myx Jlykpenui.

9TOT pa3roBOP COCTOSIJICS yXKe HaeguHe, BO BpeMs Halllel IepBoi 6padyHoil HOYH.

OpHako... MHe 3aX0TeNnoch 3aKpHU4aTh, KOT'Ja Ero BennuecTBo Heﬁpe}KHO OTBETHUII:

- [IpocTto motomy.

0, s IIPOCTO CXO0OgHuJIa C yMa.

- Trl 4yTO, ciATUN?! - 3aKpHUasa g, He TogyMaB. BHe3anHo s 0CO3Hasla, Kak 'POMKO pa3roBapuBalo,
¥ HEPBHO OTJISIIeNach.

K cyacTbio, Mbl HaXOAUJIKACH B CIalibHe, IPUTOTOBIEHHOM A1 IepBou KeHbl MmepaTopa. B saToun
KOMHAaTe OBIIH TONMBKO 51 ¥ Ero BemuuecTBo. JTa crmanbHs OblJIa HE TaK IPOCTOPHA, KaK
MMIIepaTOpCKas KOMHaTa, HO BCE PaBHO OrpoMHa. JI0fiX HUKAK He MOTJIM YCIIbIIIaTh MEHS CHapyXKU.



I/IMr[epaTop Cunell Ha fUBaHEe U CMOTPEJ Ha MEHA C OTCYTCTBYIOIIHMM BBIPpA2KEHHUEM JIXIIA.

- TIpocTo cKaxu yxke 4To-HuOyOb! - B3BU3THYIIA f1.

- A 4yT0 OBI THI XOTEJIa YCIIBIIIATh OT MeHs?

- IIpenmnor. O6bsiCHEeHHE, YTO YTOTHO!

On HaXMYPHJICA X TPOMKO ITOCTAaBHII CBOM MeTaJlInYeCKUM KYGOK Ha CTOII. HYerI.II/Ifl BHITJIAOEII
O4Y€Hb CEPOUTEIM.

MHe BOpyT CTanIo CTPAIIHO.

OH BCTas ¥ MeMJIEHHO ITOJOLIEN KO MHe. KaXbiil pa3, Korma MoJIOnoy 4esloBeK feall Liar, s
HEBOJIBHO OTCTYIlajla Ha3az. BcKope g yKe 4yBCTBOBaJla CIIMHOM CTEHY.

4 cHoBa BCcmoTena. Kakas xe g roymnad!

9TOT YeNoBeK Mepeno MHOM yOuiI cBoero CoOGCTBEHHOTO OTIIA, M OH CTajl HOBHIM KIMIIepaTOpoM 3TOTO
Mupa. EMy Obi10 OBI TaK JIETKO 3aCTaBUTh MEHST 3aMOJIYaTh.

Korpa st HepBHO MOAHS T71a3a, JIyKpelui yqoBIeTBOPEHHO YIIBIOHYICS.

Oy! 9 momxHa OblIa IPU3HATH, UTO OH OBLI CAMBIM BEJIMKOJIEIIHEIM IIapHEM, KOTOPOTO S Koraa-nubo
BCTpeuana. {1 0wl BmoOunacs B JIykpelus, ecny Obl He BCIOMHHUTIA OIIyIIleHUEe eT0 KUHXKala Y CBOel
11X NPOIIJION HOYbIO.

¢4 BhIIanuia BCE, YTO OBIJIO Y MEHS Ha YMe, CHOBa COBEPIIEHHO He IOyMaB:

- O, maxe eciu Th OyelIb Tak yneI0aThCs, ST HE BIIOOIIOCH B TEO0S.

Mornomo# Ye0BeK Ha MTHOBEHME OIEIINII OT MOUX CIIOB.

"Kakoro 4épra s TO/IBKO 4TO CKa3ana? Heyxkenu S OKOHYATENIBHO colla ¢ yMa? Heyxenu g comina ¢
yma?"

- Xaxaxaxaxa!!! - OH TPOMKO paccMesincs.

"97?? Kakoro yépra?!"



JIlykpenu#t gonro cMmesiics. Jlaxke ero cMex OBIT TpeKpaceH. f B IIOKe ycTaBuUilach Ha mapHs. OH Tak
CHUJIBHO CMEeSIJICS, YTO HaXKe 3allylakaj. BeITupas Ccié3bl, HOBOMCIEeUEHHbIH MMmepaTop oOpaTuiics Ko
MHE:

- Tl OYEeHb XOpOoI1I0 yMe€ellb YOUBIIATE MEHS.

- f papa, 9TO THI HAXOOUIIL MEHST 3a0aBHOM.

-4 BHUXKY, UYTO ThI TaKK€ OY€Hb X0POIlla B CapKa3Me.

Yero xe JIykpenuu XoTes 0T MeHsA? 4 IpoCTO He MOrJjla 3TOr0 CKa3aThb.

Brnaropmapsi ero cMexy st BHOBb 06peJia My»KeCTBO. MHe HYKHO GBIIO cOOpaTh Kak MOXKHO 0OJIbIIe
uHbopMarmu. S MOHU3MUIIA TOJIOC U CHOBA I103KAJI0BAJIACK:

- A moyeMy THI X04ellh, YTOOH S CTajia TBOeM IIepBOM KEeHOM?

- ... Pa3Be THI He [OKHA CHayanla no6naro;1apmb MeHs?

- Yro?... C yero sTo Baopyr?

- 41 cnac Te6s1 oT MmepaTpwuIlsl, ax, HeT, S UMelo B BUny BooBcTBytomiyio MmnepaTpuily. Tebs
coOHpaNKuCh OTIIPABUTE B aff, HO S BHITAIIMII TeOs 0TTyHa Ha HeOeca. KoHeYHO, TH JOTXKHA
mo0JIaroJapuTh MEeHs.

- la uTO THI?

[TapeHb BEpHYJICSA K IUBaHY U CHOBa cell. JIyKpeluii CHOBa B35 YaIlIKy U OTIIMI U3 HeEe.

Ero noBeneHue ObIJIO OUEHB TIOX0Ke Ha MMoBegeHue ObIBIero MMmeparopa mpooi Houbo. KakoB
OTell, TAaKOB ¥ ChIH. EMMHCTBEHHAs pa3HuIla ObljIa B TOM, YTO OBIBIINY MMIIEPaToOpP ObIT CBUHBEH, a
3TOT MapeHb OBIJT OILIETIOMIISIONIE TPEKPACEH.

O, cuna KpacOTHI.

HaxoHeI-To 3T0 HapIucC CHUIOIIEN 10 TOr0, YTOOEI 0OBbSICHUTH MHE BCE:

- ThI gOMXKHa Obljla CTaTh ISITHAJALATOM HAJIOXKHUIIEH CEMUOECSITUIIETHETO CTapHKa, HO TEIIePhb ThI
IepBad XKeHad 3TOr0 MOJIOOOTr0 KPaCUuBOT'O I/IMHepaTopa. KpOMe TOT'O0, Y MEHA elIlle HeT
I/IMHepanI/H_IbI. ThI IOKa YTO eIMHCTBEHHAS XKeHa. KOHeYHO, ThI YK€ NaBHO OOJI2KHa CTOSATH Ha
KOJIEHsAX U 6HaFOI[apI/ITb MEH.



- U 9T0 Ta Harpama, KOTOPYIO TH MHe obemuan?

OH cHOBa KUBHYJI. Bo MHe OJHMMAJICS THEB.

¢ HampaBuach K HeMy. {1 BEIXBaTu/a 4allKy y JIyKpelnusl U3 pyK 4 3a/IIOoM OCyIIuia e€. 4 ¢
rPOXOTOM IIOCTABHIIA YAIIKY Ha CTOJI ¥ IIPOMOJIKHUIIA:

- Korpa TH maémb KOMy-TO Harpafy, TO JOJIXKEH, 110 KpaliHeil Mepe, CIIPOCUTh IOJIy4aTessi, X04eT JIxd
oH unu oHa aToro! KTO CKA3AJI, YTO A XO4Y OTY OYPALIKYIO HAT'PALIY!

JIyKpeluit BHTIISAEeT UCKPEeHHe YOUBIEHHbIM.

O, KaK mpUsTHO ObIJIO HAa HETO HaKpH4yaTh. HaKOHEI-TO s IOIJTOBUIA 9TOT0 Heromsis!

4 nanmuma cebe emé u3 cepeOpsHON GIAKKH. 30/I0TasA KUAKOCTb OBICTPO HAIIOJIHUIIA
yarry. ATKOroJib ObIJT KPEIIKUM, HO YIUBUTENILHO CITaJKKM ¥ apOMATHHIM Ha BKYC.

- Crnpruins, Te?! Tebe HUKOTOA He MPUXOOUI0Ch paboTaTh Hafl MMOCTPOEHKUEM ITPaBUIIbHBIX
[uesmoBeUeCKMX OTHOIICHU ]|, HE Tak JIu?

- 41 cefiuac He coBceM noHAI? [YenmoBeueckue OTHOLIEHUA]? A 3TO eIé 4To Takoe?

- Pa3Be TeOe He TOBOPST, YTO TH I'pyd u arouctudeH? Ecmu Obl TEI BEN ce0s Tak, TO ObLIT OB
[3amyraH], ecnu OBl IOIIEN B [MOIO CTApIIyIO IIKOITY].

"Hy, MoXeT OBITh, ¥ HET, IOTOMY YTO THl XOPOIIO BHITJISAUIIL".

4 npopmonxkaina nuTk. JIVKpelui, Ka3anock, ObII CMYIIEH TEM, UTO S TOBOPIO Ha CBOEM CTapOM S3BIKE.

[Tocne Toro, Kax s BHINHUIIA, MOK SI3BIK Hadall OIOYIMAThCA HEBEPOATHO TSI2KEJTBIM.
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