Tummny Hapymmia xputia. E€ roymoc OUT POBHEIM ¥ KPACHUBBIM.

- BposcTBymowasa UMmnepatpulia, Bel Bugenu noprpet uMnepatopa Keatuyca TpeTsero, KOTOpbIA
OBLIT OTI[OM TIOKOMHOT0 MMIepaTopa 1 gefoM HelHelTHero MmnepaTopa?

- KoHeuHo.

- Torma Kak Bl MOTu BRIOBHHYTH IT0J00HOE OOBHHEHUE? - KEHIIIMHA TUX0 PacCMesiiack.

BooscTBymomasa UMnepaTpulla OTBETUIIA:

- Ho xpwuia mMano 3HaeT 06 MMIIepaTOPCKOM CEMbBeE.

- 3maHue, B KOTOPOM s XKUBY, BKJIIOUAeT XpaM, ITofapeHHb uMnepaTopoM Kentuycom. Ha HEM ecThb
IIOPTPET, B IaMATh 00 3TOM IIpaBUTEIE.

- U uto?

- Oto moptpeT MMnepaTopa Kentuyca, korga emy ObIO OBAAIATh JIeT. 1 CibIIIana, YTO OH
II0Pa3UTEJIbHO 10X0XK Ha Hawero MMmnepartopa Jlykpenus. Kak Brl moHMMaeTe, 13-3a CBOUX I'J1a3 S He
MOTY BUETBH 3TO CAMOCTOSITEIbHO, HO 3TO He OTMEHSET TOT (akKT, YTO CJIOBa, CKa3aHHEIE MHe 00
9TOM, - UCTUHHHL. ECNu 3arasHyTh B UMIIEPATOPCKY0 OMOINOTEKY M CKIIEI, TO HE COCTAaBUT TPyOa
HaMTH elll€ HeCKOJIbKO OpPTpeToB MMnepaTopa KeHTuyca, 1 Torma Bbl CMOXKETE BCE YBUIETh
COOCTBEHHBLIMH TJIa3aMHU.

B 3ane BOIIaPHUJIaCh OTJIYIIUTEJIbHAA THUIIHWHA.

OTHU CJI0Ba IIOJI0KUIN KOHEI] ITONBEITKe BooBcTBywIer MMepaTpullsl nomMewaTs JIVKpeuo 3aHATh
TPOH. HUKTO HE MOT OTKPHITO YCOMHUTLCS B CII0BaX KPHUIIbL. ITO OBIIO PABHOCUIIBHO TOMY, YTOOBI
IIOMTH IIPOTUB caMoro bora.

BposcTBytomen MnepaTpulle HUYero He 0CTaBaioCh, KpOMe KaK OTHaTh YEPHBIN SIIUK.

Kpwuria 3abpasa y HE€ MIKATYIKy ¥ Iepefaia HOBoMy MMmepaTopy. 3aTeM OHa IIOIeT0Baja I0HOIIY B
7100 1 6J1arocIOBMIIA TOTO.

- TToxkamny#icTra, cTaHbTE HOOPHIM M BEJTUKOMYIIHBIM MIMIIEpaTOpoM.

Temneps gaxe TaKOMY HEBEKECTBEHHOMY IIPHUIIIOMY, KaK s, BCE CTAJI0 COBEPIIEHHO SICHO. JIyKpeuui
ounmanbHo cTan HOBEIM MMnepaTopoM 3Toi UMnepuu.



[TpuHL, s uMelo B BuAy MMmepaTop, OTKPHLT MKATYJIKY U HOCTAJI TOHKOE 30JI0TO€ KOJIBIIO, ITOCIIe YeTo
HafleJl ero Ha marel.

910 BCE? Temeph BCE KOHUEHO? 1 IOUyBCTBOBasa 00/IeryeHue.

Ho ecnu 3T0 Tak, To 3aUueM MeHs 1o3Baju ciofa? KaHiep cka3aj, 4YTo MeHs BHI3BaJIH, a0kl
IIOrOBOPUTH O MPOIJION HOYH...

Y Bapyr BooscTBytoias MepaTpulla noBepHynach Ko MHe. Temeps BeCh e€ THeB ObIJT HallpaBJieH
Ha MeHd. BrlpaxkeHue nulja XKeHIIUHEL CTaI0 MyTralolIuM.

- Yto mpoucxomut?!

[Tpexkme yeM s ycIiesa IMOHSATh CMBICTT €€ B3TJIsiga, BooBcTByIoIIas MMnepaTpuiia yKa3ana Ha MEHS:

- OTBenuTe €€ B mon3emMenbe! OHa cooburHuIa younis Mmmneparopa!

H... HeT!

'onoc BooscTBytoleit MMnepaTpuiisl 3anoiHuia KoMHaty. Ciayru B3gporaynu. CHavdana OHU
KoJiebamuch, HO MTOTOM HAIIPaBUJIMCh KO MHE, YTOOBI BHITIOTHUTD NTPUKA3 3TOM XKeHIUHEL. OHU
coOupanuch OPOCUTH MEHS B TIOPEMY!

4 B3rJIsgHYyJIa Ha IIpUHIA, TO eCTh Ha MMmiepaTopa. OH CKpeCTU/l PyKU Ha I'PYAU U C UHTEPECOM
Ha0JIoan 3a MPOUCXOAIIIUM. IDTOT ITapeHb COOKMpPAICS MIPOCTO CMOTPETh Ha TO, KaK MeHs
OTIIPABJIAIOT B TIOPbMY? HeyxKenu oH pelrun 3a0BITh 0 CBOEM COOOITHMKE U JaHHOM IIPOIINION HOYBIO
obOermanun?

4 He Oblsla yBepeHa, uTo JIyKpelui MHe ToMoxkKeT. [103ToMy MPHUIIIOCh crlacaTh cebst
CaMOCTOSITEJIBHO.

bl yIlajia Ha II0JI ¥ Ha4ajla IIJIaKaThb.

q 3dKpx4daila TadK I'POMKO, KaK TOJIbBKO MOT'JIa, BEOb II0CJI€ BUEPAIIHETrO IIJIa4Ya Y MEHA Y2KaCHO 6omeno
TOopJIo. Moii TON0C IOYTH IIpoIIamd, a JIMIO IMOKPACHEJIO XU PACIIyXJIO. A Burngamena YZXKaCHO, 9TO JIMIIb
IIOMIJIO Ha IIOJIb3Y MOEMY HeIly:

- TToxkamny¥icTa, BEICTyIIAiTE MEHS, TIpeXkKe YeM OTIIPaBUThL B TeMHUIly! f BuOesna nuiio yOunIrs !

KoMmHuaTa BOPYT 3da3BE€HeEeJIa OT B036y}KI[eHI/I$I.



-4Yro?..

- 9TO0 mpaBpa?

- Boxe moii!

BEICOKOIIOCTaBIEHHEIE YHHOBHUKHM HEMCTOBO 3aroMOHUIKA. OHU BHTISAEINA HEJeIo.

BmoBcTBylomas MMepaTpuila moollia KO MHE C IIOMOIIbI0 CBOUX CiIy2KaHOK. OHa Oblyla 6epeMeHHa,
a ITOTOMY IT0XOfKa OBlla MOBOJILHO CTPAHHOM. B3Iy XKEeHIIMHEL CTall OCTPee:

- Thl IeMiCTBUTEIHHO BUfEIIa TUII0 YOUMIIEI?

¢ mopmHsiNa TOIOBY ¥ YBEPEHHO CKa3aja:

- 41 Bupena ero.

WmMmepaTop mpepBa MeHs:

- Torga nmodeMy TH He cKa3asia 00 5TOM Buepa?

b | TIOBEPHYJIAaCh 1 B3TJIsAHYyJIa B €T0 3€eJIEHBIE T'J1a3a, IT0CJIe Yero, IIOBEICUB T'OJIOC, YBEPEHHO OTBETHIIA:

- [Toromy 4TO BUepa He ObLIO OpUIMaTIbHOM BCTPEUU. ITO OBIJIO CIUIIKOM He)OpMaIbHO, CIUIIKOM
MHOTI0 JIMIIHUX ylIel. { XKaajla MOoOX0OsIIero MOMEHT, BPOe TeKYIlero, Korjaa Bce caMble BaXKHbIE
GUTYpHL OKaXyTCd B OMHOM MeCTe, - S MOJida CMOTpejia Ha HOBOMCIIe4eHHOro ViMmneparopa,
HaflesiCh, YTO OH IIOJIyYUII MOE CKPBITOE COOOIIeHHe:

"Jlydile IOMOTY MHe, HHa4e 51 pacckaxy uM o tebe".

4 ve Morya TepreTs 6omb! 9 HeHaBUOeNa TeMHOTY. Eciiu Obl MEeHS ITBITaIM B TEMHHUIIE, HE
noTpe6oBaniock 661 MHOTO BpeMeHH, YTOOH 3aCTaBUTh MEHS paccKa3aThb BCIO ITpaBay. A Ovlia
yBepeHa, 4To JIyKpeLuii oay4dusl Moeé coobieHue. [Io CHX IOP OH BHITISIAEN CIIOKOMHBIM, HO TETIEePh
B T'Jla3aX IapHs MMOSBUIOCH COMHEHUE.

OH THUX0 B3TOXHYJ, Ipexae yeM BooscTayomas MMepaTpula ycrnesa 4To-TO CKa3aTth, JIyKpenun
IIarHyJs1 KO MHE.

- Torga, moxXkanyicTa, CKaxu MHe. Kak ero chiH, 51 00s3aH OTOMCTHTb 3@ OTIa. ECIIH T IOMOXKEIITh
MHe, 51 0T61aromapio Te0s1 3a MPOSIBJIEHHOE MYKECTBO.



OH nmog4epKHYJI CJI0BO "My2KeCTBO", HAaIlOMHUB MHE O CBOEM 00elllaHUH, YTO [aJl MPOIIJION HOUYbIO.

BposctByroias MmnepaTpuiia mocMoTpesia Ha MMiepaTopa ¥ CHOBa OBEpPHYJIach KO MHe. OHa
CMOTpeJa C MPUTBOPHOM MOOPOTOM U MSATKO CIIPOCHIIA:

- Kaxk ou Brirnanen? OH cka3aj Tebe, KTO ero HaHgI?

4 3Hama, 4To 9Ta XKeHIIMHA X04eT OT MeHs ycnbiath. OHa xoTesa, YToOH 5 cKasasa, 4To 3a
yOuiCcTBOM CTOUT HOBEIY MiMmepaTop. Bo3M0XHO, eCu 51 TakK MOCTYILIIO, BHOBCTBYyOITas
WmnepaTpuiia OCTaBUT MEHS B XKUBHIX.

"OgHako, Jiefu, BCero MUHYTHL Ha3ap Brl coOMpanuch OTIPaBUTh MEHS B TeMHUILY. A moToMy Baiiia
¢danpimBas goOpoTa He MOTYT MeHsT yOemuTh".

... KoHeuYHO, 3T0 HE 03HAYAJIO, YTO 5 MOJTHOCTHIO JOBEPsiia HOBOMY MMmepaTopy.

- ... - HECKOJIbKO CEKYH[I s YCKOpPeHHO coobpaxkaia. Ybio Ke CTOPOHY MHe IIPUHSATH? BOoBCTByOIIEH
WmnepaTpuilsl unu HoBoro Umneparopa?

Ecmu 51 BcTaHy Ha CTOPOHY IIOCTIEIHETO, €T0 MoJIoXKeHue OymeT obecrneyeHo, 1 BooBcTByomas
Wmmnepatpura 6ynet 6eccunbHa 4To-mubo coenath. Ecnu s BCTaHY Ha CTOPOHY 9TOU KEHIIWHEL, TO
3TO [IaCT €€ XOPOIIyI0 BO3MOKHOCTE. ITO OyHeT JMyUIInui IIaHC, KOTOPHIY BIOBCTBYIOIIas
WmMmnepatpuria Korga-nmu6o MOIyYuT 0T KOro-1ubo.

OT0 OBIJIO OYEHB TPYAHBIM pelleHueM. Beck 3ToT Mup npuHapanexan MMmmnepatopy. EnUHCTBEHHBIH
HaCJIEOHUK NpecTosa. {1 6blyla eIUHCTBEHHOM, KTO MOT €T0 YHUYTOXKUTh.

Bo3MoXKHO, 51 ofepaKaa Bepx Bo BCEM 3TOM. f 3Hasa ero xyauryio ciabocTs. f 3Hana cnabocTh
uMIIepaTopa.

Ha ctopone BooBcTByome# MMnepaTpulibl HAXOAUTHCS OBIJIO CIIUIIKOM PUCKOBAHHO. ITO OBIJIO SIBHO
HeIlpaBUJIbHOE pelneHre. KpoMe Toro, KTo IIOBEPUT MHE, €CIIH 51 CKaxXy NpaBay? HacmegHUK youn
co0CTBEHHOTO OTlla MiMmepaTopa, fa ellé€ U CBOUMHU COOCTBeHHEIMU pyKamu? HUKTO.

BpooBcTBytomas MMmneparpuiia, BEPOSITHO, TI0J1arana, 4To JIyKpelui HaHsSJI KOT0-TO OJIsT 9TOM PabOTHI.
KT0 GBI MOT IIPEATIOIOKUTD, YTO IIPUHIT IMYHO COBEPIIUT YOUNCTBO?

ITO 03HAYaJjo, 4To TOBOPHUTE ITPABOY OBIIIO PABHOCHIIBHO IIPUTJIAIIEHNIO CMEPTH.



Hakogerir, s coOpanach ¢ MEICISIMHE. S momKHa Oblla TPOU3HECTH MTPaBUIbHEIE CJIOBA. 1 HE MOTJIa
OIIUOUTHCSH.

- K ToMy BpeMeHH, Kak § BOIIJIA B CllajibHIO, ObIBIINI MIMIIepaTop yxke OblI... MEPTB.

- MEI yKe CIIBIIIANY 9TH CJIOBa! - B OTYASTHUYU BOCKJIMKHYIIa BooBcTByomas MMneparpuia. OHa
Ka3ajlacb UCTEPUYHOM, YTO IMOATBEPXK/IAIO IIPaBUILHOCTL MOET0 pelteHus. S rry00Ko B3MOXHYIa.
Temephr MHE 0CTABANIOCh JIUIITH YOSOUTETEHO CONTaTh:

- OkHO yYXe On1710 OTKDPGRITO, U 1 YBHUEJIAd YEJIOBEKA B KOCTIOME CJIYT'H, BEIIIPBITMBAIOIEro U3 OKHaA.

- IIpaBoe OKHO [IeHCTBUTENHHO OBIIIO OTKPHITO, - coracuiics MMmeparopa.

4 He BuOena 3TOrO0, HO JIYyKpeIu#, HOJIKHO ObITh, OTKPHLI OKHO, IIpeXkae 4yeM cObexkaTh yepes
CEKPeTHHIN NyTh. XOPOIIXY MaNb4yuK. 51 coBceM 3a0kina CAenaTh 3TO BYepa BeUepoM.

4 npoponxuna:

- Ia, umeHHO OHO. [Ipexne YeM 4eJI0BEK CIIPHITHYI, S CyMella pPas3riisifieTh ero JIHIIO.
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