Y MeHst He OBITIO BpeMeHM 000yMaTh CJIOKUBINYIOCS CUTYALHUIO.

MyxkunHa yrpoxKarolle IpoIIenTasl MHe:

- ... Bemu cebst Tuxo...

OH mpopoKas MPUKPHIBATh MOM POT PYKOM ¥ TOJIKHYJI IIJleuoM BHU3. [IapeHb OB CUIIEH, a S
crmumIkoM ciaba. He OBITTO CMBICIA CONPOTHUBIISITHCS.

910 Onln yOwuiiia. OH youn ummnepartopa. [IpodeccronanbHbl youia. 1 HU4ero He MOTJia CIeaTh,
4yTOOBI HE TIO3BOIUTE YOUTE U Cels.

A xoTena Xuth. MeHs COBEPIIEHHO HE BOJIHOBAJI UMIIE€PATOP, A IIPOCTO XO0TeJla 2KUTh.

¢ KuBHYa, IOKa3kIBasi, 4TO Oyay MOOYUHSTHCS €ro MpuKa3aM.

3es€HHIe TIa3a CY3UIIUCE. XoTs oH OBLI B MacCKe, s 3Hajla, YTO IMapeHb y'J'IBIGaeTCH. Takue
YBEPEHHOCTL U CIIOKOMCTBHE B HOJIO6HOI;I CUTyallun OBLIH IIPOCTO HEBEPOSATHEI.

- 41 Bepio, YTO TH He OyHelnb KpruaTh. ECNu TH 3TO chesnaels, s1 Tebs yObio. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TH
IPUCOENUHUIILCS K CBOEMY MEPTBOMY MYXKY.

¢ mokayasn ronoBo#. OH TUXO paccMesyicss ¥ yOpanl pyKy.

- Aaaa... - HAKOHeII-TO s CMOTJIa OBIIIATh.

MyX4KHa IIOCMOTPEJI Ha MEHS CO CTPAHHKIM BBIpaXKE€HHEM B I'1a3aX. f HepBHO MTOMHSIIA TOIOBY.
[TapeHb IOTHOCTHIO KOHTPOJIMPOBAJT CUTYyAIMI0. Y MeHs OBIJIO TONTBKO ABa BapHUaHTa: MO0 CHOeaTh,
YTO OH CKasasl, 1u60 ymepeThb. Tak 4To, 10 IpaBe TOBOPS, BEIOOPa Y MeHs He ObII0, TaK KakK S XOTel
KUTh.

OH mocTarn emé omuH KMHXKaJ. ITO ObIJT TAKOM Ke KJIMHOK, KaKUM OH yOus uMmiepartopa. IIpocTo,
OOBIYHBIM KMHXKAJ 0e3 Kakux-Mu0o yKpalieHud. MyXK4yriHa IPUCTABUI K MOEH Ilee JIe3BUE.

4 He Mormna grimatk. KITuHOK OBUT XOJTOOHEIM U CMEPTEIBHO OIIaCHEIM. Ec/iu s HU4Yero He CHelao, OH
MeHS yOBET.

"Oymain! HykHO0 4TO-TO IpUAyMaTh. Tak Unu vHaUe, 1 DOJKHA [IEPEeXKUTh Ty CUTyalU0".



BHe3amHo MHe B TOJIOBY IPHINIA uhes. S B3OPorHysia, Koraa Havyaja jJemneTaTh:

-4, 4.

- TwI?

- /1 mory Te6e IOMOYb.

-Yto?

OH mocMOTpes Ha MeHs Tak, CJIOBHO s COIIa C yMa. ITO OBIJIO MOHSITHO. YTO MOTJIa CHenaTh s
Hero Oecriofie3Has HaJIoXKHHUIA U3 cinaboi cembu? OgHAKO Y MEHS yKe TOSIBUIIACh Ues.

B 9T0it KOMHaATe HaXOAWIKCh TeJI0, yOUnlia u S.

TONIBKO MBI TPOE.

Ecmu OBl 1 BRIXKHKIIA B 9TOMH CUTyalluH, TO Obla OB €JUHCTBEHHLIM CBUOETEJIEM.

- 4... { Mory maTh noka3aHus!

- ... - T71a3a MyXk4uHH 3a0nectenu. OH Ka3ascsl 3aMHTPUTOBAHHAEIM. f1 momKHa Oblyta
BOCIIOJTb30BAThCS MTOBEPHYBIIMMCS IITAaHCOM. ITO MOIJIO CpaboTaTh. ITO MOKET cpaboTaTh. A
moKHa Oblyla 3aCTaBUTD €T0 ce0s CIyIIaTh.

- KakoBa Obl HU OblJTa TPUYHHA, 10 KOTOPOH THI YOUIT UMIIEpaTopa, MHe BCE paBHO. ThHI XOYeIlb,
yTOOBI HUKTO He y3HaJ 0 Tebe u 0 TOM, KTO TeOs HaHs, Tak? Torga Tebe HyXKeH KTO-TO, KTO OymeT
MaBaTh JIOKHbEIE CBUIETEIbCTBRA.

- Ecnu g yOpio Te6s IpsaMo ceridac U yOery, MeHsI HUKTO He HalfEeT.

- Ho 9T0 ke 3aMOK. ITH ITOKOM HAXOISITCS B HETIOCPENCTBEHHOM OTM30CTH OT ITIOCTOB CTPAXKH,
KOTOPHIE PacIoJiokKeHHl B paguyce coTHU KuH. He OyneT nu 6e3omacHee, eCly s CTaHy CBUAETEIeM?
¢ Mory Mon4yaTh, MOKa TH He cOeXKMUIIb, a 3aBTPa S PACCKaXKy BCEM, UTO Y YOUHIIBI OBITT XOPOIIIO
BHOUMBIN [ITPpaM HaJl IPABEIM I'JIa30M, @ CaM OH OBIJT TEMHOKOXKHUM C YEPHBIMH T'JIa3aMHu.

KoHeuHO, y 3TOT0 YesioBeKa He ObIIO HM TEMHOU KOXKM, HU IIpaMoB. Ero ria3a ObUIM HEBEPOSITHOTO
3e7IEHOTO 1BeTa. ECNU 1 3aCBUIETENBCTBYIO 9TO JIOKHOE 3asBJIEHUE, TO TapeHb OyOEeT B
0e30IIacHOCTH.

He 6bI10 HUKaKUX IIPpUYHYH, ITOYEMY OBl s He MOTJIa 3TO cresnaTh. ITOT YeJIOBEK CIIaC MEHS OT



TIPeBPAIIeHNs B CEKC-UTPYIIKY CTAapOTo M3BpallleHIIa.

4 ngymana, 4TO mpupyMasa uaeaabHBEIN MJ1aH, @ TOTOMY BBIZKH[IAlOIle YCTaBUIach Ha YOUMILY.

On pacCMedIics. rpOMKO pacCcMedcs.

- Xa-xa-xa! Trl IofTHa CIOPIPHU30B!

Mou HafieK[Ibl TPEeBPATUIUCh B TpaxX. Hox Ha Moel Ilee HagaBusl CuiIbHee. Moit cTpax yCUIHIICS.

- A ecnu g cKaxy, YTO MHE COBCEM He HYXKHa TBOS [IOMOIb?

- ... [Ipomy mporenus?

- 41 cMor monacTh B 3Ty KOMHATy, HECMOTpPs Ha 6eCUUCIIeHHOe KOJIMYeCTBO OXPAaHHUKOB, U TBOU
IIPEeANoIoXKeHNs OINO0YHE. MHe He HyKHO Tak [ajllekKo yoeraTb. MHe COBepIIEHHO He HyXKeH
CBUMIETETTD.

MHue Heuero 610 Ha 3TO BO3PA3HUTh.

V MeHs 3aKpyKHUIach TOJI0Ba. { MEeHCTBUTEILHO AyMaia, 4To 9To cpaboTaeT, HO ommbacsk. Temeps y
MeHs Oblla eUHCTBeHHAs HaleXk/a, YTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK [0 KAKOU-TO IPUYKHE IIPOSIBUT KO MHE
MUJIOCEPIHE.

K coxkaneHuio, 3T0 Ka3aJI0Ch MaJIOBEPOSTHHIM. DTOT YeJI0BEK XIIafHOKPOBHO YOUJI ©MIIepaTopa.
YouiicTBO Opyroi 6e3RIMSIHHOM OEBYIIKKA HUYEro O Hero He 3HAYMUT.

XoropHbIE 3€JIEHBIE TTIa3a CMOTPENIM Ha MeHs cBepxy BHU3. Kak OyaTo OH CMOTpes Ha KyCOK Msca, a
He Ha 4eJI0BeKa.

4 He X0Tena OTBOAUTD B3TJIsAA. 1 He MOTJIa CKPHITh CBOM CTpaX, HO BCE PaBHO XOTeJa OBITh CMEJION.
Ecnu 51 BCE paBHO YMpY, TO X04Y CIIacTU XOTsI OB CBOIO TOPAOCTh. K cuacThio yOuiiia OBICTPO cyMet
yOuTh ©MIiepaTopa. Bo3aM0XXHO, OH MOT ObI IPOSBUTL KO MHE TaKyl0 K€ MUJIOCTE.

- Torma MoTYy ... TOIPOCUTD TEOST 00 OOIKEHUH?

- OgomxeHuU? - OH IMOIHSI OPOBH.

- ... eCJTM THI BCE PABHO COOMpAEIILCS MeHS yOUTb, TOKATYHUCTA... CHeNai 3To ObICcTPO. TH Befb
MOKeITb 3TO caenaTh? He moxoxke, 4To Ans Te6st 3T0 Oy[eT CII0KHO CHeNaTh, - s TIIyOOKO B3NOXHYIA.



Mou PyKu BCE elll€ 3aMEeTHO ApoxKaIiwu. YemnocTh Y ME€HA TO2XXe OTBUCIIA.

- Xa-xa-xa!

-Yro0...?

OH paccMmesinics, Kak 6ynTo uMen 970 B Buny. Ha cekyHOy g ucnyrasnaach, YTO KTO-HUOYAb YCIIBIIIUT
ero ¥ BOUMET B KOMHATY. Toraa-To 5 U MOHSJA, HACKOJIBKO IJIyIIa.

ByneT maxe nyyie, ecnu KTO-HUOYAb BOMAET. S Moryia OBl BEIXKUTb, €CTTU ObI TOKOOHOE CITyYUIOCH!

[Touemy s BCE eri€ 6ecmokoiock 00 3ToM youiiie?

Cutyauus HallOMHHAJIA MEIIIKY, KOTopas 6ecrokounachk 0 6e30mMacHOCTH KOTa.

Kaszanocs, oH yuTan Mou MeIc/id. [TlapeHb CHOBA paccMesiyicsd U yOpail Jie3Bre ¢ Moell 1ien. f CHoBa
CMOTJIa OBIIAaTh.

- Besakuii pa3, korga MMmepaTop yKIambiBaeT HEBUHHYIO OEBYIIKY B IIOCTEJTb, B3 KOMHATHI
IOHOCUTCS KPUK. BOT MoyeMy OH MPUKA3LIBAET CAyraM U CTPaXKHUKAM NepPKaThbCsS OT KOMHATEHI
nogasbine. He3aBuCUMO OT TOTO, Kakue 0TCiofa OyayT pa3faBaThCs 3BYKH, HUKTO B 9Ty KOMHATY HE
BOMMET.

YTo uMIepaTop cAesa C 3TUMU KeHIMuHaMu? {1 XxoTenla IHYTh er0 MEPTBOE TEJIO.

bl CoepzKallaCh U CKa3adJia HE3BaHOMY I'OCTIO:

- ... lymaro, MHe MTOBE3JI0, YTO 3TO IIPOU3OIILIO.

MyX4YKWHa YXMBUTBHYJICS ¥ TIOUTPAJT C KHHXKAJIOM, Tog0packiBast ero B BO3AyX U J10Bs ero. OH
IIPOOJIKAJI eJIaTh 9TO CHOBA U CHOBA. JTO OBIIIO BCE PAaBHO, YTO CMOTPETH MIPEICTaBIEHNE B ITUPKE.
¢ mpocTo HafesIack, YTO OH He OPOCUT KUHXKAJI B MEHSI.

4 mocnymHo cupena mepen HUM U XKfaja, KOrfa OH 3aroBOPUT. Beerna OBLIO 10JIE3HO BHITISALETH
KPOTKOM, KOTZIa Y OTIOHEHTa OB HOX.

- B TBoel mOTMKe MHOTO [IEIP, HO OHA He COBCEM HeBEpHa.

- IIpoury npoiuenus?



- ThI MOXKeIIIb KOE-4TO [JISS MEHS CHOenaTh.

¢l HaKOHeI-TO yBUie/a CBET B KOHIIe TYHHEJIS.

- Y-yT0 XKe 3T0?

OH yCcMexHyJICS.

- Tel BRITISIOUIID TaK, OYATO TOTOBA Ha BcE. OONMMKEIs MHE HOTY, €CIIH S TIOTPOIIY?

- 41 cornacHa.

A He IOyTHUJIA. Ecnu on IIPUKAXKeET, 51 TOTOBA JIX3A4Th €TI0 CallOr'H.

- Y Tebs ecTb MykeCTBO, TOT7Ia 51 JaM Tebe IIaHC.

OH OBIn HCKPEHHE BIIEYATJIEH U IIOTAHYJICA KO MHE.

He obpamiasi BHUMaHUS Ha TO, KaK 5 B3[IPOTHYJa, OH IIOMPaBUJI MOE IIIaThe, YTOOH IPUKPHITH
o0HaXXEHHOE IIeY0. 3aTeM IMapeHb CTAIUII MEHS C KpOBAaTH ¥ BHUMATENbHO U3y4dan MeHs. [Tocre
3TOT0 OH IIPUKA3aJl:

- [loBepHUCE.

- IIpoury npoienus?

Korma oH BHMMAaTeIbHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha MeHs, S cAesaia, Kak oH mpocuil. Korma st CHoBa 0OKa3aach K
HEMY JIIIOM, OH YIOBJIETBOPEHHO KHUBHYII. YOUiille MOHPaBUIIOCH TO, UTO OH YBUAEN? ITO OBII0
HeJIeno.

¢4 Gbya mpasBa.

- X0po11I0, YTO Ha TBOEX COPOYKE HET KPOBH.

Kposu?

- Kak a1 YZ&Ke rOBOPUIT HUKTO HE BOIZJIéT, HOaxe eCJik YCIIBIIINUT KPHUK. TeM He MeHee, eClIH TH
BLIOEKHUINb ¥ HAYHEIITh KPpHU4aTh, TO UCTOPHUA 6y;:[eT COBCEM HHOM.



- IIpoury npoierus?

- Korpa s yiny, Tebe HyKHO OymeT BeIOeKaTh U3 3TOM KOMHATHI.

-Yto?

- Trl Gymenib gesaTh TO, YTO S CKaXYy, UJTK IIPOCTO MPOMIOIKHUIIEL 3aJaBaTh BOIIPOCHI?

4 Monya KuBHYIIA.

OH OPOOOIXKUI:

- 41 He y¥my Yepes 9Ty ABEPh WU Yepe3 oKHa. HeT HMKaAKOro crmocoba, 4TOOR MEHS IOMMalIH
oxpaHHUKH. [T09TOMYy, KOTIa 5 YAy, TH C KPUKOM BeIOEXKUIIb. CKaXKu CTpaxkKHUKaM, 4To MMmepaTop
your. [1nayb, mamai B 0OMOPOK HIIM fiejlall YTO XOUelllb.

- 9T0... DT0 Tebe ITOMOXKeT?

OH KUBHYII.

4 He Morna noHATE. Pa3Be YGI/II;ILU:I He XOTST, YTOOBI UX ZKEPTBEI OBLIH HalfeHbl KaK MOXKHO I103Xe?
OmHaKo OH XOTeEJI, YTOOHI TEJIO I/IMnepaTopa HAIlJT HEMEIJIEHHO?

- 910 BCE, uTO Tebe HyKHO caenarh. CKaxu UM, YTO THl BOOOIIle HUKOTO He Buena. Boobie-To s
OCTaBITI0 OJHO OKHO OTKPHITHIM, TaK YTO MOXKEIIb CKa3aTh CTPaxkKe, YTO BUAEIA TEMHYIO GuUrypy,
CYHVBIIIYIOCS B OKHO, HO HEe CMOTJIa Pa3TiIsifeTh, KTO 3TO ObII.

4 kuBHYyna. ECTM OH OCTaBUT MEHS B KUBHIX, S TOTOBA OBbINla HA BCE, ¥ 9TO KA3aJI0Ch CIIMIITKOM
JIETKUM. ITO BCE, UTO I OOJIZKHA OBINia COesiaTh?

Ero 3enéHble ra3a CHOBa CMESITIMCh HAJI0 MHOM.

[TapeHb TEM BpeMeHeM IIPOJOJIKaJ:

- Ecnu THI cHiesaels To, YTO 5T TOJBKO YTO CKa3asl, TO Oyaelb KUTh, U... ST JaxKe CMOTY Te0s
HarpaguTh.

Harpaguts? O Kakol Harpage UOET pedb?

Ou roBopur raymnocTy. [Toka s 06gyMbIBajia cioBa YOUMIIE, OH ITOBEPHYJICS U HAIIPABHUIICS K OIHOM U3



CTeH chnanbHu. Kormga IMIapeHb TOJIKHYJI HECKOJIBKO KPIpl'IPI‘-IeIZ, IIOSIBUJIOCH HEOOJIbIIIoe OTBEpPCTHE.

He obpamiasi BHUMaHUS Ha MOW B3[0X, YOUiilla IOOMUTHYJI MHE:

- Yoauwu, Mo COOOIITHUK.

U TyT 4 BOpPYyT NOHSAA.

qa BCTpeYaJla 3TOTr0 YeJIOBE€Ka PaHbIIIe. OTu HeoOLIYHEIE 3eJIEHHIe Tla3a. CHavalla OHU BBHITJISIIEH
JIO6prMI/I, HO 4 3aMeTuJla B HUX XOJIOOHOCTb U 2KECTOKOCTh.

B cnepytomuit MoMeHT, 63 3agHEN MBIC/H, 51 BAPYT IIpoOopMoTaa:

- JIyk... pe...

Ero nuiio okaMeHeJo.
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