Kakoro uépra!

4 He myIAHKWpPOBAJIa IPOUTPATh 3Ty GUTBY. f1 MOCMOTpEsIAa eMy IIPSIMO B I'la3a U OTBETHIIA:

- Bame BenunuectBo MMnepatop.

On HaXMYPHJICA U CeJl pAgoM CO MHOH Ha KPOBATh.

4 xoTena ObITIO CIPEITHYTh C KPOBATH U y6eKaTh, HO IOHSTIA, YTO He CMOTY yOeXkaTb OT
Hero. Jlykpenui OBl Ha yIUBIIeHUE CIIOPTUBHLIM, B TO BpeMs Kak s Oblla y2KacHO HayeKa OT 3BaHUs
OeryHbU.

Mornomou 4esioBeK IPOTSHYJI PYKY U HEXKHO KOCHYJICSI MOeu 1Ieu. MHe Ka3aioch, YTO I10 MOEMY Tely
II0JI3a€eT 3Mesl UNIU SIOBUTHIY MayK.

OH B34JI MEHS 3a HOJI60pOJIOK " ITIOBEPHYII JINIIOM K cebe.

Jlykpenuy cKa3al MHe:

- 4 3Har, 4yTO 3TO 6y116T HEeJIeTKO.

- Ho ato 6OJ'IBU.IG, yeM {1 oxumain. Tel Bcerga MeHs Tak YOUBJIA€Ib.

¢ He Mora ymepxKaThCs 0T capKa3Ma.

- Hy u uTo xke? Heyxkenu TH OyMaJl, 4YTO s OOy YyBCTBOBATEH C€0S MOJNBIIEHHOM, IPHHUMAS TBOIO
mo60Bb? Heyxkenu TH fyMar, 4To 51 0e3yMHO BTO0II0CH B TE0S?

9T0 GBIIO ONMH U3 MOUX JTIOOMMBIX OPI03KaHUM C TEX MO, Kak s Oblyla MaJeHbKOM eBOYKOu. [Touemy
HEKOTOPbIe MYKYKHbI JYMAIOT, YTO XKEHIIUHBI JOJIKHBI 0TBEYaTh B3aUMHOCTHIO Ha JII000BL KaXKI0T0
MYKYUHBI, KOTOPHIH BIIOONISIETCS B HUX?

STOT YeNoBeK, OOJIKHO OBITh, 0XKHUAAJ 3TOTO OT MeHsA. OH HCKPEeHHEe AyMall, UTo 5 JoJIXKHa Oblja yxKe
MABHO YBJIEUBCST UM.

¢ 3Hal0, YTO MHOTHE [NEeBYIIKU 3aUHTEpecoBanuch O6bl uM. Benukonenusiit Mmnepatop! ITnoxoi



MaJIbuYUK, KOTOPHIU 3a00TUTCS TOJIBKO 0 Tehe!

OmHako s 3Haa IpaBAy. f TOYHO 3HaJa, YTO OH He OBUT KAKUM-TO FepoeM U3 JTI0O0BHOTO
poMaHa. JIyKpeluil HUKOria He CTaHeT OECKOPBICTHEIM Y€JI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIM TOTOB YMEPETh 3a
J1I000Bb.

Ecnu ObI 9TOT TapeHb MOT IOJIYYUTh TO, YTO €My HYXKHO, II03KePTBOBaB CBOEM JTI00MMOM, S 3HaIa, 4TO
OH CHeJaeT 3TO B MTHOBEHUE OKa.

Jlykpenuuit yCMeXHYJICS U OTBETHUI:

- 41 3Hal0, YTO TH HE TaKas JEeBYIIKa.

- ... Xopotro, - 51 Obly1a paf, YTO y HETO eIIl€ OCTAJICS 3APaBbIi CMBICIL.

OH ynBIOHYICS.

- §1 BUXKYy, YTO ITOJTHOCTBIO ITOTEPSIT TBOE MOBEPHE.

- THl yOUBISAENIbCS 9TOMY, VIUTEIBAsA TO, YTO CHejiajl CO MHOM B ITOCTIegHEe BpeMs?

- ... HaBepHoOe, HET, ¥ y MEHS HET [JIs1 9TOT0 OlIpPaBAaHUU.

4 TOpBKO yCMEXHYIach.

- Tak 4TO mepecTaHb BaATh AypakKa.

HekoTopoe BpeMsi OH HUYEro He roBopuil. JIyKpeluil IOCMOTPEI Ha MO€ XOJIOIHOE JIUIIO0 U THXO
CITPOCHIT:

- OTyero xke? - OH KOCHYJICSI MOMX IIJIeY X OTBETUII: - BOHUIIbCS, YTO I MOTY HaBSI3aThcs Tebe?

qa B3OPOTHYyA. 4 He Morna He OKa3aThb CTpaxX Ha MOEM JIMITle U B OBUKEHHUSIX Moero tena. OH
Ka3aJICd Pa309apOBaHHBIM.

- 41 BUXKYy, 4TO IOJTHOCTHIO ITOTEPSIT TBOE OBEPHUE.



- 4 He 3HaIO, IIOBEPHINL JIX ThI MHE, HO 4 X049y, YTOOHI THI 3HaJIa, YTO BCerga 6y)1e1.ub CO MHOH B
6e3omnacHocTH. {1 He HapyIiry CBOeTo 06eLT.IaHI/IH.

¢ TOYHO 3HaJ, 4TO 9TO 3a obelmanue. JIlykpeuuit obelan MHe paHbIlle, YTO €CIIH S He 3aX04y 3TOrO,
OH HUYero He OyfeT [enaTs.

4 HemoOBEpPUYMBO ITOCMOTPEIA Ha HETO.

- IToxany¥icTa, He CMOTPHUTE Ha MEHS Tak cepauTo. IToxoxKe, TH X0Yellb 3aK0JI0Th MEHS, KakK MOsI
IpebIayIas JKeHa.

- ... Y MeH4 maxe HOXKa HeT.

- Ho ecnu 6%1 B3r7stg MOT yOUBaTh, 51 OBl y2Ke OBITT MEPTB.

MHe HYXKHO O0bI710 yOEIUTHCS, YTO OH OEeUCTBUTENIbHO coOOMpaeTCs clepxkaTh CBOE o0ellaHue.

- Tl ... HEUCTBUTENBHO XOYEIlh CAePXKaTh CBOE CIIOBO, fa?

- KoneuHo, - oH roBopui uCKpeHHe. JIyKpenu# yiaeI0HyJICS MHe U yOpasl MOX BOJIOCH 3a yx0. OH OBII
HeoOb9aiHO MuUJ. [Tociie 3TOro mapeHb MPOAOJIKaN: - 4 0YeHb KagHbIHM YeloBeK. f xouy, 4TOOR MOs
JKeHIIIMHA Oblla TOJIHOCThIO MOEM, TEJIOM U OYIIOH.

- ... ¥l HUKoOrma He 03BOJI0 cebe OLITh Ybel-TO COOCTBEHHOCTRIO.

- TIToxany¥icTa, BOCIpUHUMAaM MOU C0Ba OYKBajbHO. & He X04y CKa3aTh, YTO XOUY BIIafileTh TOOOI. 5
IIPOCTO... d UMen B BUAY, 4TO Oyay KaaTh Te0s, MOKa Thl TOXKE He 3aX0Yelllh MEeHS.

¢ He MoTJIa TOHATH 3TOTO YesioBeKa. & MPOCTo TyIO ycTaBUiIach Ha Hero. JIykpenuii yneIOHYJICS MHE,
KaK MaJIeHbKHMU MaJlbYuK, 9TO OblJIa TaKas yOUBUTEIbHO HEBUHHAS YIbIOKA, M OTBETHII:

- Ecnu TH He X0o4elllb MeHd, TOrHa MHe HeT HUKAKOI'0 CMBICJIa UMeTh TeOsA. TH CTOHUIIL TOT0, YTOOE
IIOJOXKOATh.

OH B34J1 MOIO PYKY U Opa3HdgIle IIOIeJIOBAJl ThIJIbBHYIO CTOPOHY JIAOOHH.

- Ho, moxanyiicra, coenau Ojisi MeHSI OOHY BEIlb.

- ... Kakymwo?



- TToxkanyiicTa, HA30BH MEHS 110 UMEHH.

41 Orla B 3aMerlaTenscTse.  BooOiie He MOTjia ero HOHATh.

flcHO OBIJIO TOMBKO OOHO. Y Hero Oblsla BJIAaCTh Hafo BCEM. JIYKpeInii MOT B3SITh MEHS B TI000€ BPEMSI.

HecMmoTpst Ha 9TO, OH BCE eIII€ IEJT KO MHE CO CMUPEeHHEeM U YUCTOTOM. OH OBIIT XMIIHUKOM 3THUX
OTHOIIEHHUH, HO OCTABaJICSA BHEMATEILHEIM.

OH Takxe "mpocun" MeHs, a He "IpUKa3bIBajl", WIK 3aKJII04aj CO MHOU CHOENKY. OTO OB IIEPBHIT
pa3, Korfa OH IPenjIoXKKUI MHe HaCTOSIIYI0 HEKHOCTb.

¢ He Morna cpa3y 0TKa3aThCs. ITO MOXKET CTaTh Ha4aloM 00jiee MOBEPUTENbHEIX OTHOIIEHUH IS
Hac 000ux.

[Tocne monroro KoyeGaHus S OTKPhLIA POT.

- JIyk... penuu.

MHe He ciieoBaJjio 3TOT0 MeslaTh.

Kaxk Toneko g IIpou3HecCyia 3TO UMsi, OHO BCE€ U3MEHUJIO.

X X X

- Tsl Begb IOHMMaeIIb, YTO HaTBOPHIIA, ITpaBaa, Jlumuana?

3a Bce YeTHIPHALATH JIeT €€ XKU3HKM MaTh HUKOTHa He Oblyla joOpa K Hel. ['0J10c MaTepu CeromHs
Obl1a 0COOEHHO XOJIONHBIM. JIniaHa ChEXKHUIIACh OT CTpaxa ¥ KMBHYIIa:

- ITa, MaMa.

- Ecnu THI Tak XOpOIIO 3TO 3Haellb, TO CKaXXU MHE.

Ona Obl/Ta IPUHIIECCOM, U, CJIEOBATE/IbHO, CAMOY BHICOKOTIOCTABJIEHHOM NEBYIIKOW B 9TOM
KopojieBcTBe. OMHAKO MPSIMO ceivac e€ CcTaTyc He TOMOXKeT JIumuaHe.

C caMoro poXpeHHs €€ I0JI0KEeHNEe HUKOTa He ObIJI0 TTOI0XKUTENIbHBIM IT0 OIHOM ITPOCTON
npuunHe. 3T0 ObIJI0 TOTOMY, YTO OHa Oblila Jouepbio iMnepatpuilsl KaTnesHUpH.



- 4... 4 He ynepxkaia Po3y nonm KOHTpoJieM, YTO 3aCTaBUIO Te0sl 4YyBCTBOBaTh Ce0sI HEJIOBKO Iepen
HMniepaTopoM U ero XKeHOu.

KaTnesiHupa 3aphivalia ¥ CIPOCHUIIa:

- Thl yBEpeHa, 4TO BCE ferio B aToM? I1pobyii CHOBa.

- ... - TyO®BI JIunuaHbl 3aipoKanu, KOTrfa OHa 3afyMasiack, HO JTy4Illero OTBeTa MpUAyMaTh AeBYyIIKa
He CMOrJIa.

KaTnesHupa cepauTo 3aBonua:

- [Ipo6nema Havanack ¢ TBOero poxpenusi! Trl He moMKHa OblIa PONUTHCS, HUKYEMHAas gypa!

JInnmaHa CIBIIIaza 3TO MHOTO Pa3, HO KaXOBIX pa3, Korga OHa 3TO CIbIIIaja, eBYIIKe CTAaHOBUIOCH
6onbHO. E€ Teno coTpsicanoch, Kak OT yAapa HOXKOM, HO HUKTO He MOT 3aIlUTUTh JIunuaHy.

- Tl gomkHa Ovina yMepeTh! BmecTo aToro TH yousa cBoero 6paTa-6mu3nena! Kak Th MoxKellb
XUTh C 9TUM 3HaHUEM...?! Ecnu 651 ToMumuc OblT XKUB, MHE He IIPUIIIOCH ObI BUIETh 3TOTO YOII0aKa
Jlykpenuss KOpOHOBaHHEIM!

Eé Opat-0nu3Hel yMep Npexpe, 4YeM eMy UCIOJIHUIICS T'Of, ¥ C TeX Iop JIunuaHa cTana MUIIEHbO
SIPOCTU CBOEU MaTepu.

Ecnu 661 ToMumnuc Ob11 KUB, eMy ObI0 OBl YeTHIPHAAIIATD JIET U OH ObLT OBl CUJTBHBIM COIIEPHUKOM
Jlykpenus.

Brin oueHb XOpOIIKii aHc, 4To TOMUINC CTaHeT HOBEIM MMmepaTopoM, a KaTnesuupa OymeT
IIPABUTH KaK €r0 PEereHT.

- A THI 3Haelllb, YTO AennaeT co MHOM JIlykpeuuu? - KaTnesHupa uCTeprudYeCKu Kprdana: - [laxe
CErofHs yTPOM MOM 3aBTpaK CHOBa OblT oTpaBiieH! [10I:KHO OBIT, 3TO OBITT OH, HO Y MEHS HET
IOKa3aTesbCTB!

BpooscTBytomas MMneparpuiia u JIyKpeIrui OTpaBIsiyd OPYT OPYTY IHUINY U IOCHUIAIN YOUUI KaxK/Ibie
HECKOJIBKO [Hel. Temeps 3T0 ObII0 0ORIYHEIM siBJIeHHEeM. [Taxe JIunmuaHa, KoTopas Oblla emé
pebEHKOM, 3Hasa 3TO.

- U3-3a aroro yb6miofKa s He MOTY fake TJIOTHYTh BOOkl 6e3 cTpaxa!

Kpuk XKeHIIUHbI ObITT IPOH3UTEILHLIM ¥ IIPOTUBHEIM. E€ SpocTh Oblla HalrpaBiieHa Ha COOCTBEHHYIO



J0Yb, KOTOPAsa HEe MOTI'JIa HU 3alllUTUTh cebs1, HU OaThb OTIIOP. 9T0 OBITIO HeCIIpaBeaJInBO, HO HUYETO0
HEeJIb3s5 OBIIO0 II04eJiaTk.

- Oto BCcé TH BuHOBaTa! Ecnu OBl THI yMepsia BMecTo ToMumnuca, Bcé ObITI0 OBl 3aMeyaTebHO! -
Katnessaupa 6e3Ka0CTHO JIyN#IIa J0Yb [0 CIIMHE ¥ Tone. - Kpome Toro, 4To Th yOuIa
coOCTBEHHOTO OpaTa, TH €Ile U XKeHuXa moryouna!

JlunmuaHza omycTuia roioBy. IlepBoHavanbHO JInnaHa goKHA ObIIa BEIMTHA 3aMyK 3@ HacJIeTHUKA
Mapku3sa Topyka, KOTOPHIHM Takxke OblI e€ Ky3eHoM. CBafb0a JoyKHa OblJla COCTOSITHCS B
cnenpyroeM rogy, u 6marogaps aTomy 6paky BmoscTBytomnas MMnepaTpuiia KaTnesiHupa ykpenuma
OBl CBOM CTaTyC. ITO OBUT YMHBIN TOTUTUYECKUH OpakK.

OpHako 1oclie UHIMAEHTA C oTpaBneHrueM bunrl Mapku3a Topyka Oblsia IIOJCTaB/IeHa, U €€ OBa ChIHA
ObLIM IMCKBaMU(UIMPOBaHLl FIMIIepaTopoM OT HaclieloBaHus TUTYA. JIYKpelnuii Takxke
m03a00TusuCcs o ToM, 4To6s Mapku3 Topyka He CMOT YCHIHOBUTEL HacCJIeIHUKA, YTBEPXKOAS, YTO OH
elIlé OCTAaTOYHO MOJIOH, YTOOE MMETh 3aKOHHOI'O CHIHA.

BrooscTBytomas Mimneparpulia 130 BCeX CUJI CTapajiach HaUTH eMy HOBYIO HEBECTY, HO OBIJIO 04eHb
TPYAHO HaWTH 671aropofHble CEMbY, TOTOBLIE OTHATH CBOUX NOYEPEN YETTOBEKY, KOTOPHIN GpOCH
CBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO KEHY B IIOI3eMeJIbE.

[Tpu TaKkOM packKiafie eMIMHCTBEHHEIM BapHAHTOM OBII0 OB XKEHUTHCS Ha XKEHIIHHEe HU3KOT0
IIPOUCXO0XKIeHNs, HO 3T0O Oy[ieT OTPOMHBIN YPOH [Ji UMeHH TopyKa.

KartnessHupa 3Hasla, YTO TaKOH BHIMTA HUYETO HE PEIIUT, HO el HYKHO OBIJI0O KAK-TO CHSITh CBOM
OTPOMHEIN cTpecc. [Tociie cMepTH Myxa BCE IOIIIO He TakK, KakK el XoTesock Obl. BooBCTBYyOIas
VimmepaTpuila Takxe Obisia 6epeMeHHa U C TPYAOM KOHTPOJIMPOBaia CBOM 3MOIIHH.

Ona Ha1ia CBOIO CTapIIyIO OOYb HpeanbHOU }KepTBOfI. JlunuaHa Oblyta COBEPIIEHHO 6eC1'IOMOH.IHa.

- Pa3Be TBoero 6paTa Onln10 HemocTaTOUHO? Tebe MPUIIIOCh YHUYTOXKUTE CBOET0 JKEHKUXa U CEMbI0
Topyka Toxe?

3abIxasich B TeYeHUE HeCKOIbKUX CEeKYHI, BmoBcTByoOmas MMnepaTpuiia mprKa3asia CBOUM
TOPHUYHBIM:

- [Ipurecute MHe po3ru!
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