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AmapuHIle BCeTfia JyMajia O CBOei MaTepH, Korfa mena. OHa He MOTJIa TIOTEPIeTh KpaX; B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, €CJIM OHA IMOTEPIUT HEeyJauy, 9TO 3HAYHUT, UTO ¥ XKU3Hb €€ MaTepy Takxke OblyIa HeymayHOH 1
Gecrione3Hoi. AMapuHIle He MOTJIa 9TOTO JOMYCTUTh, TIO9TOMY OHa YCEpPAHO paboTara.

HaxkoHelr oHa BCTalla Ha CaMyl0 BEJIUKYI0 3CTPAfHYIO CIIEHY B MUDE.
Ho korga oHa cmeja CBOIO ITOCIEAHIO HOTY, HaCTyIua TAILINHA.
Brin nu ... 9TO KOHeIl ee Kapbephl? Ee XKu3HU?

BHe3amHbIM CTpax ¥ OTYassHUE COOUPANIUCh COKPYLIUTE €e.

WUwmenHo Torpa!

AmapuHIle ObllTa CllaceHa, ¥ 9TO 6arofgapst XKeHIWHe, CUSAIIeH MPSMO 10 IIeHTPY. [laMa KpachBO
yNBIOHYIACh ¥ BCTaja, YTOOHI IOAIIONUPOBAThL €1 CTOS.

Ona cupgena B KOPOJIEBCKOM KpeCJIe, a 9TO 03HA4asIo, YTO 3TO [OJIKHa OhTh uMneparpuna Ca buna.

Korga ona Bctasa, 4To0Hl [10ANIOAXPOBATH, BCE IIOC/IENOBAIX 3a Hell. [lake caM UMIEPATOP CTOST U
XJIOTIaJI B JIAHOIIN. JTO OBUIa BeJrdaulas 4ecTb, KOTOPYIO KTO-TU00 MOT ITOJIYYUTh OT KOPOJIEBCKON
CEMBbH.

AMapuHIle 0YeHb XOPOIIIO TOMHUIA Ty HOYb. ITO OB IYUYLINNA MOMEHT B €€ XXKU3HHU.
«B, Bale BHICOYECTBO ...!»

HwMmnepaTpuila cnacia ei xku3ub. OHa OblyIa TOM, KTO CHejana Bce O AMapuHIE.
Ona Hu3KO noknoHunack. «C... Crmacu0o, Ballle BEICOYECTBO.»

IIBe XKeHIIWHB Hadyalau MU0 obimaTthes, 1 JIykpeluit omoOpruTenbHO TOCMOTpeN Ha Hux. OH
npeanoyes, 4ToOb buHa CMOTpea Ha XKEHIIUHY, a He Ha MyXK4UuHY.
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[Tocne HEOXKKOAHHON BCTpeuu, AMapuHIle 1 PoGepTo BHIIUM B Apyroi Kopunop. OHa BHITTIAAeNa
OreHOM U ApozKana OT Im0Ka. PoOepTo HyKHO OBIIIO TOMOYb €1, YTOOH OHa He yIaa.

Korpa ona Buenunach B Hero, AMapuHiie npobopmorarna: «JIxky3erme... S UMelo B Buny Kpucruas...»
«MMMM?»

Ero romoc 6w cmagkuM. «Het, s uMeto B BUfy... Po6epTo, BepHO? JTO TBOE HACTOSIIEE UMSI?»
Haxkonern oHa y3Hasla HaCTOsIIee UM 9TOTO YeJIOBeKa.

«a.»

«WTak, 1 HaKOHeI] y3Hajla TBOe UM, U 3TO 3aHSJI0 BCEro KaKux-T0 IATh JIET.»

OHa II03HaKOMMJIACh C HUM, KOTla ey OBIIO BCEero MmieCTHAAIATh JIeT U OHa Obljia elle TaKOW HauBHOH.
OH Ben ce0s 3pesio, yUUTHIBAs CBOM MOJIOLOM BO3PacCT B TO BpeMs, 1 AMapuHIle He MOTIJia He



BIIIOOMTHLCS B HETO.
A ceriuac...?
Kak ona ce6s yyBcTBOBana? OHa He 3HaJa.

OHa cpenana Bce, YTO OH ITPOCUJ cerofHs BeuepoM. OHa IIOIIa TyOa, TAe OH IpuKa3al ei ObTh, U
IieliCTBOBaJia B COOTBETCTBUY C €T0 yKasaHusIMU. OHa Obla IIOKMPOBaHa, YBUIEB UMIIepaTopa 1
MMIIepaTPULLy; ee TOJIOC APoxXKall.

«PobepTo... Bce xoporio?»

«ITouemy HET?»

«4l He 3HAl0, YTO THI IJIAHUPYEIIb AeNaTh...»

Po6epTo HEeXKHO IPUKOCHYJICS K ee 1ieKe. «Tebe myuliie He 3HaTh. Tak OyneT 6e3omacHee.»

970 ... 6b110 IpexynpexneHreM. OH TOBOPHUII € He 3aJjaBaTh eMy HUKAKHUX BOITPOCOB.

Tem He MeHee, AMapuHIlEe He MOTJia MO/I4YaTh.

«THI HE CKa3an MHe, 4TO... TOTOBHILb 3ar0BOP MPOTUB UMIIEPATPHUILIBL! »

PoGepTo yneiOHYIICS. «YeM ManofocTynHee nobbda, TeM G0Jbllle YIOBOIbCTBUS S MOTY IOTYYUTD.»
«PobepTo...!»

OH mo0XKuI PyKH Ha Ieto AMapuniie. OH OBIJT HACTOJIBKO CHUJIEH, YTO MOT JIETKO CBEPHYTH €M IIel0.
OH Me[IeHHO CXKaJl ee, 3aCTaBUB 3aAbIXaThCH.

«Po... Pobep...!»
AmapuHIle YYBCTBOBaJIa HACTOSAIIUM CTPaX. ITO ObIJT HE CTPax 3a ee XKU3HB, a 3a ee roJIoc.
Yepes HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[] OH OTIIYCTHJI €€, ¥ OHA I'POMKO KallITHYyIa.

OH mpoIenTasn ei Ha yX0 TOUTHOTBOPHO CIIafKUM TonocoM: «Temeps, faBad, Mos TpUMafoHHa. Thl
BCE ellle NOoIKHA KOe-4TO CHeNaTh AJIs MeHSs.»

AmapuHIle IpoxKaja, KOrma OH IOTAIlUI ee 3a COOOi.
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Brino o4eHb paHHee yTPO, Korha faMbl coOpauch B KOMHATe OTABIXa, YTOOHI IIOCIIETHAYATh. OTO
OBLIT OIMH M3 CaMBIX OOIBIINX TPA3MHUKOB I'0fla, ¥ YacTO OOIBIIMHCTBO JIIONEeH HaclaXkIaauch
BEUYEPUHKOM BCIO HOYb. TakKe OBIIM KOMHATHI /I TOCTEN, YTOOBI OHU MOTJIA OTHOXHYTh, €CITH
II0XKeJaloT.

KoMHaTH BO BHYTPEHHEM 3aMKe MpefHa3Ha4YaIuCh IJIST CaMbIX BasKHEIX TOCTEH, ¥ CeTO[IHS BeUepoM
OHM OBITM MHOCTPAHHBIMH ITOCTIAMU U JUIIIOMaTaMu. K coXkaeHuIo, MECTHBIE TBOPSHCKUE JaMbl U3
KpaHcuu OblIM pacIoiokeHbl B KOMHATaX BO BHEITHEN YacTH 3aMKa.

«4 HUKOTTA He OBLTIa B 9THUX OTHAJIEHHBIX KOMHATaX 3aMKa PaHbIIIe.»



«0, XO0po1Io, 9TO BO BPpEMSA TaKOIo 00JIBIIIOT O C06BITI/IH, WHOCTPAHHBIE OUITJIOMATHI IIOJIYYAIOT JIYUIIIHNEe
KOMHATHI. »

«§1 cUIIKOM ycTasa, 4ToObl BO3BPAIAThCS MOMOM, TaK 4YTO, iyMalo, S OCTaHYChb 3[0€eCh...»
BHe3anHo gBeph pacnaxHysiacs.
«KT0...»

[Tapa, momxHO OBITH, ITOyMasia, YTO 3TO IMyCTas KoMHaTa. Korga oHU IOHSIH, YTO 3[ieCh ObLIO0
3aQHATO, OHU CIEIINIIH,.

«.I»

MyX4rHa ¥ XKeHIIWHA, KOTOPhIe SBHO ObIIM BIT0OIEHHOM Tapo, y0exkanu. briaropogubie maMel
BHITTIIAENN IOTPSICEHHBIMMU.

«Y, 4TO TOJIBKO YTO HPOU3OIII0?»
OpHa U3 Tpex JaM BOCKIUKHYyJa: «[I, THL... BUfesa ee...? JTa XeHII1Ha...»
«... 3HQYUT, 3TO BUOENA HE TOJIBKO A?»

Korma mBe XeHIIUHEI 3aK0Jiebamuch, TPETHS XKEHIIMHA FPOMKO CKa3asla: «f He Moryia siCHO
PacCMOTPETH ee JIUII0, TIOTOMY YTO OHM VIIIM TaK OBICTPO, HO... 9Ta XKEHIIWHA... Y Hee ObITH YepHBIe
BOJIOCHI, BEPHO?»
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OHM MOJTYa CMOTPEH APYT Ha Apyra. Bce Tpoe 3Hanu mpuOIU3UTENbHEINA POCT U TUI TEJIOCTIOXKEHUS
UMIepaTopa U UMIIePaTPHUIIHL.

Y XeHITUHH, KOTOpast BOIa, OBIIM SIBHO YePHEIE BOJIOCH], ¥ OHA OBlIa POCTOM C UMIIEPATPHUILY.
[TpoGnema Grisia B 4eI0BeKe, KOTOPHIN ObLT ¢ Hel. OHM He BUEINH eT0 JIUIa, HO OH OBII SIBHO HUXKE
UMIIEPAToOpa ¥ Y Hero ObIIM KaIITaHOBOTO IIBETA BOJIOCHL.
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Ha TPETBIO HOYE ITPA3JHOBAHUS.

CTpaHHBIN U TPEBOXKHBIN CIyX Hadall paclpOCTPaHATLCS Cpefy rocTei. Peus miyia 0 TOM, 4TO y
nMIepaTpuilsl Kparncuu O6b1 poMaH C HEKUM IIaTEHOM.

«0, 6oxe ... Bce gymanu, 4To y UMIepaTopa U UMIepaTPUIIE TAKOM 3aMedaTe/lbHBIN Opak.»
«Bel HUKOTIa HE 3HaeTe, Kak XUBYT JIIONU.»
«3HA4UT, y ee BEICOUECTBa POMaH C APYIUM MyKYUHOU? f HEe MOTY B 3TO IIOBEPUTD.»

«Mott opyr ObIT OMHUM M3 CBUOETENIE!N, U OH CKa3ajl MHe, YTO Y KEeHIIUHEI OBIIN YepHbIe BOJIOCHL. Bo
BCEM HallleM KOPOJIEBCTBE, €€ BEICOYECTBO EMUHCTBEHHAS C YEPHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU, BEPHO?»



Cnyx pacnpoCTpaHUICS O4YeHb OBICTPO.
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T'eproruns JIOHEHCHS 3abIXaach OT III0Ka, OOBHHSS CHIHA.
«Po06! 910 OBLI THL ?!»
PoGepTo HETOBKO YILIOHYIICS. «f He IMOHUMAI0, 0 YeM Thl TOBOPHIIE, MaMa.»

Hopma 06BIYHO 0OYeHb CHUCXONUTENTFHO OTHOCHIIACh K CBOEMY CHIHY, HO CETOIHS OHA PE3KO
mpoponxkuia: «CIyX pacimpoCTPaHUIICS TIOBCIOAY. Peub UOET 0 YePHOBOJIOCOH KEHIIWHE, UMEIOIeH
BHEOPAYHYIO CBSI3b C MYKUKUHOU.»

«Huuero cebe! BoT 970 cropmpu3! Kako# 4ynecHbIH Ciayx!»
«Po0!»

Brina npuyuHa, 10 KoTopou HopMa felicTBOBajia pelnuTeIbHO U HEPBHO. Bce oToMy, 4TO OHa
BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO OH CKa3aJl el HECKOJIBKO MeCsIeB Ha3af,.

Korpa repuoruse JIoHeHCHY He yaanoch caenaTh KOnuio mepBoi xKeHo, PobepTo pacckasas 0 CBoeM
IjlaHe MaTepH.

«Ecnu uMmepaTop ¥ UMIEpPaTPHUIla Pa30UOYTCS, pa3Be Y TBOETO IJlaHa He CTaHET GOJIbIIe IIAHCOB,
MaMa? Hampumep ... Eciiu uMnepaTpuiia COBEPIIUT IpeaodogesHue ...»

Hopwma pa3zosnunack Ha Hero. «Jlaxke He TOBOPU Takyio epyHAy! Eciu OBl TH 3HaJI, KaK UMIIEpPaTop U
UMIIepaTpuUlia OTHOCATCS APYT K APYTY, TH OBl HUKOTa He ITOCMeJl CKa3aTh YTO-TO IOI00HOE.
WMmnepaTtpulia HUKOTa He NIpefacT ero BEICOYECTBO. »

«He nuMeeT 3HauyeHus, IeHCTBUTENIBHO 1 Y Hee OymeT poMaH. Bce eo B TOM, YTO UMIIEPATOP C
IIO03peHueM OTHeceTCs K Hel. [IoHuMaelb?»

«4Tt0o?»

«4 IIPOBOPAYMBAJI 3TO YCIIEIIIHO PaHBIIE, MaMa. Msue YAaJIOCh PACIIPOCTPAHHUTE CIIYX O KEeHe
BEJIMKOT'O Irepuora KyanHHa. Oxn GBICTpO CTaJl IIOJO3PEBATh €€, XO0TsA OHa OnblTa COBEPIIEHHO
HEeBHHHaA.»

Korpa Benmukasi repuoruHs Oblla ysi3BUMa, Po6epTo yoanoch 3amolydyuTh ee CepPALe.

«Korga HauKWHaeIb T003PeBaTh, MIOAMKUTHBASICH PEBHOCTHIO, BO BCE€ CTAHOBUTCS 04YEHD JIETKO
TIOBEPUTh, MaMa. 2KeHINKrHa, KOTOPYIO IPe3upaeT ee COOCTBEHHEIN My, SBIISIETCS CAMOM JIETKOM
DOOBIUeH.»

Hopwma mo6nennena. «ThL... Tl He MOXKEIIb...!»

Ona OBICTPO MOIIBITANIACh OCTAHOBUTD €T0. «[laxe ecnu Thl OOHAXKABI DOOUTICS ycliexa, naxke He
nyMay nornpo06oBaTh TO XK€ caMoe 3[eCh. ITO CIUIIKOM oracHo! Kpome Toro, 4 ... He co6upaioch
COBepIIaTh T'OCYyJapCTBEHHYIO U3MEHY KOPOJIEBCKOU CEMbe.»

Ee cuin yneiOnyncs. «KoneuHno, Mmama. He BOHYy¥HCS... 1 HU4Yero He OyOy memnaTth.»



OpnHako HopMa BCe€ ellle HE MOT'JIa IIePeCTaTh 6ecrokouthcsi. OHa He JOBepsia CBOEMY CHIHY.

«PobepTo ge Jlonencus! THl MOXKeIIb OKJIICTLCSI MHE, UTO 3TO HE TBOUX PYK feno?!»
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