['maBa 126.

OmHUM U3 yTelleHuu GBITI0 TO, YTO TEJI0 BOOBCTBYIOIIEH UMIIePaTPHUILl KaTIesTHUPH HUKOTTIA He
MOTJIO CTYIIMTh Ha ITOPOT 3TOH I'poOHuUIE. Ee rooBa Bce ellle OblIa Ha BUAY B TOPOLE, @ OCTaHKAMMU
TeJla KOPMUIN 6pomsuyux cobak.

4 vckana 3HaKoMyIo GUTYpy Ha KpHIIIKe rpoba.

Jlykpenuu cipocui: «4To TH UILIEIIb?»

«0, 51 gymana, 4To rpo6 OBIBIIIEr0 UMIIEPATOPA HOJIKEH OBITh IIe-TO 30eCh.»
JIykpelui yKa3asl Ha TOT, YTO OB PSIIOM C uMIiepaTpulleit beatpuc.»

«Bot oH.»
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9T0 OB TPOO OHIBIIET0 UMIIEpATOpa?

4 pemuna ybenutbesi: «Thl yBEpEH?»

«Jla.»

¢ He MorJjIa MPOMOJTYATE. «... 1 BUXKY, UTO CKYJILIITOP ObIJT 0YEHD MIEOPHIM U HOOPHIM. »

JIlykpenuy yXMBUIbHYJICA. « BRIBIINY UMITEpaTop CHeslall 3TO 3apaHee U IIpuKa3all TaK U IepPEeHeCTH.
OH yTBepKpaJ, YTO BHITJIAME] TaK XOPOIIOo, Kora ObIT MOJI0XKe. X0Tesl UTOO er0 3alIOMHUTIN
MOJIOBIM. »

«L,.»
Y MeHs He OBLIO CJIOB.

[TonoxeHnue ero rpo6a UMeJI0 CMLICI. Bynyun MyKeM, OH TOKOMJICS PSOM CO CBOEM KeHOou
uMmepatpulleit bearpuc. Ho Ha kpritke ero rpofa Ovina Gurypa BeTUKOJIEITHOTO MOJIOOTO
YyeJioBeKa. JTO BHITJISIZIENIO HEJIeTo.

MHe 651510 HeKOMGOPTHO. Pa3Be uMmepaTtpuila beaTpuc Xo04eT MOKOUTHCS PSIOM CO CBOUM MYKeM
maxe 1mocjie cMepTu? ITo OB YeI0BEK, KOTOPBIM Ka3HUII ee.

4 HeXHO MorIaguiia ee o MpaMoOpHOMY uLy. «[10 KaKOW-TO IpUYMHE OHA BBITJISOUT T'PYCTHOM.»
Jlykpenuu otBeTus. «Hert, 1 qymaro, 4TO 3eCh OHA BEITJIAAUT CYACTIIUBOU.»
«B camoM nene?»

OH oTBeTHII C 3aCTEHUYUBOM yNHIOKOM: «[la. [laxke Takas qobpas u 6e33ab0THas XKEHIUHA, KaK MOs
MaTh, He X0Tesa OBl 0Ka3aThCs PSIOM C OBIBIIMM MUMIIEPATOPOM M KaTnesHupou.»

«Kakaa?»

Mou rna3a pacUIMPUIUCh OT YAUBIEHHUS.



A mymana, yrto JIykpeiwii cka3as, 4To rpob psgoM ¢ BeaTpuc 65Ut rpo6oM OBIBLIETO UMIIEPATOPA, HO
OH CKa3aJl, YTO OHa CYACT/IMBA, IIOTOMY YTO €ro He OBLIO C He#?

[Tocyie KOPOTKOTO MOJTYaHUS 51 TUXO CITPOCHJIA, YKA3kiBast HA Ipo0 OBIBLIETO UMIIepaTopa: «IJTO...
IyCTOM rpo6?»

HYerLII/II;I TOKayaJ rojioBoi. «He COBCEM... TaM TEJIO ITOX0XkKee Ha OBIBLIETO HMIIepaTopa.»
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«TTocne OXOPOH ero Tejo OBII0 U3BJIEYEHO U COXKIKEHO, TaK UTO ero U0 ObUIo OBl He y3HaTh. 3aTeM
s IpUKa3a u30aBUTHCS OT HEro. JJymMalo, UTO ero TeJio Chelld IUKUe XKUBOTHEE. Ecnu eMy moBe3er,
BO3MOZKHO, €70 OCTAHKH IIePEeMEeIaloTCs C OCTAHKaMu KaTiessHUPH B XKUBOTE JUKOM COOAKH.»
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Jlykpenuii 3By4as rOpao, HO Ha ero iuile He 66110 pagocTu. OH MPOJOJIKUIT TUXUM T'OJIOCOM.
«Korpma-aHubynb 51 ToXKe 0KaxXKyCh 3[0eCh, TIO3TOMY 5 He X0TeJl Ol YTOOH OH OB 30eCh.»

«4 Tak momararo...»

OH moOaBun noggpa3HuBas. «THl TOXKe, BEPHO?»

«... Yt0?» MHe nmoTpe0oBaIoCh HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, YTOOBI IIOHSTh, YTO OH UMEJ B BUAY.

Korpa st mocmMoTpena Ha Hero, JIyKpelui moBepHycs u 00bsicHUM: «BoT rae Mbl ¢ To60i Oymem
TIOKOUTHCS TI0CTIE Hallle CMEpPTH.»

«,.»
«IToaToMy 5 He XOTeJI, YTOOBI 3TOT YeJIOBEK OBLIT 37[€Ch.»

OH OBIJT HACTOJIBKO NIPSIMOJIMHEEH, UTO Y MeHs He ObllI0 BEIO0pa, YTOOR HeIIPaBUJIbHO BCE MOHATE.
yCTaBUIaCh Ha HETO, & OH Y/IHIOAICs, KaK MaJlbuUIIIKa.

«4 TOHUMat0, eCJIA THI 3JIUIILCS, YTO A BbI6p8.H 9TO0 MEeCTO [Jisd 3TOro, HO... 4 BbIGpaH €ro, IOTOMY 4TO
AgyMaJl, 94TO 3TO O4YE€Hb 3HAYUMOE MECTO.»
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Jlykpenuii B3s71 06e MOM PYKU U CKa3aJl MHE Cepbe3HbIM, HO CJIaIKUM IIEeTIOTOM: «f He 3HAI0 HUYEro
0 MUpe, B KOTOPOM ThlI pOZKJIAach. f maxke He OyMalo, YTO CMOT'Y BepHYTh Te0s TyHa, HO B MOUX CHJIaX
naTth TeOe MeCTO [JI JOCTOMHOW XKM3HU 3[ECh, a TaKXKe M0Cie CMEPTH.»

3a HuM Oblnia cBo6oHas 00/1acTh. [JOMKHO OBITh, 3TO OBIZI0O MECTO [JIs CIIEAYIOIIero UMIepaTopa 1
€ro XKeH.

MecTo cneBa ObUIO 75t JIYKpEIust, U s MOHsJIa, YTO OH IIPOCUTT MeHS OBITh C HUM [IaXe IocIe
CMEepTH.

qa YYyBCTBOBAJId, YTO MOH I'Jla3d HAYWHAIOT CII€3UTHCA.

Moii ronoc AOpPO02KaJl, KOrhoa s 0OTBedalla: «9TO MECTO U TBOU CIIOBA... COBCEM He POMaHTHUYHEI. »



Jlykpelui ropbKo ynelOHYyICA. «f 3Hat0. Coxasneio 00 3TOM.»

3aTeM OH [OCTAJ YTO-TO M3 CBOET'0 BHYTPEHHET0 KapMaHa. JTo OblIa MajieHbKast KOpo6oukKa, a
BHYTPH OBIJTO KO/IBI0. OHO OBIZIO HEe TAKUM TOJICTHIM U TSKeJhIM, Kak y JIykperus. OHO GBIIO
cmenaHo u3 cepebpa, a caMa rmevaTh COCTOSI/Ia U3 MTHUIIH], BHIOLIEN CBOE THE3MO. 51 mpounTana Ha HEM
BBIT'PABUPOBAHHOE CJIOBO.

«bu ... neru?»
Jlykpenuy KUBHYIL.

«Jla. bunenu. IT0O CIOBO U3 CTAPOTO SI3bIKa, ¥ 03HAYaeT, IITUIlA. 3aBTpa S IePEeUMEeHY0 KOJIOHUI0
Awun B Bunenu, u oHa OyHeT TBOE.»

«Moei?!»

4 cMoTperna Ha HETO B 3aMelllaTeNNbCTBe. «ITO IOapoK OT MeHs. 3eMJis, KyJa Thl IpuOkiyia IepPBhIi
pa3 ... { xouy momaputh ee Tebe. ITO MaleHbKUY y4aCTOK, HO B HEM 3aJI0KeH ITTyOOKUI CMEBICT.»
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Korpga s mpoponxkasna cMOTpeTh, JIyKpeluil BCTall Tepefo MHOM Ha KOJIEHO U CIIPOCUIT: «Bynents nu
THI MOEH XKEeHOU?»
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[Tox cBewaMu ST TOCMOTpPeJIa Ha KOJIbII0, KOTOPOEe OH MHe Iofapui. f ayMaro, 4To ImpefioxeHue OblI0
CreJIaHO TaK e, KaK Ha 3eMJie, HO KOJIbI0 UMeJio OoJiblllee 3HaUeHNe 3[eCh.

OH nmeperMeHOBaJI KyCOK 3eMJIM ¥ OTHAJl eT0 MHe B rofapok. Hapsiay ¢ aTum MHe OBLIO IPHCBOEHO
3BaHue reploruHu bunenu.

MecTo, Kyga 5 momaja B CBOM HOBBIM MUD.

4 ckazana eMy OgHaXOH, YTO OTHUMY BCe Y AWla, U OH, JOJIKHO OBITh, OTHECCS K 3TOMY cepbe3Ho. C
3TUM KOJIBLIOM OH CIieJiall 9TO PealbHOCThI0. Teneps B MOEM paclopsizKeHUU OBITIO0 BCe, UTO KOTHA-TO
[IpUHAJIeXauo repuory Auimy.

¢ Ovina ymuBIieHa, TOYEeMY OH Cfelial 3TO OJIs MeHs.
[Touemy ceropus?

¢ monoxkuna KOpoOKY C KOJIBIIOM M IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha APYTyio Kopobky mobnusoctu. OHa Oblna
COTKaHHas u3 6eyloil TKaHu KOpobOka, KoTopyoo KOmus mepemana MHe, KOTHa S BEPHYIACh B 3aMOK C
Jlykpenuem.

IOnusa npocTo cKasamna: «3TO OT XKPHIIHL.»

Jlykpenuyi cuenasn MHe IIPeAJIOKeHNe CerofHs, U 51 MOMPOCUIIa eTr0 AaTh MHE HEMHOTO BpeMeHH. OH
CIIOKOMHO TPUHSI MO OTBET.

Kak TOnbKO MBI BEPHYJINCH, MEHA XKOaJIh IINCbMa OT KPUITHI.

3a Bce OHU...



4 yke mpouuTana MMUCbMO, HO CHOBA OTKPhIIa KOPOOKY, UTOOR! TIEPEUYUTATD.

OHO OBIIIO0 KOPOTKUM.

[Tocrne TOrO0, KaK OHA BEepPHYJIACh B CBOM XpaM, KpHlla M3BuTa caepzkaja cBoe obelllaHue U IPOBepUiia
3aIlCU 3TOU 3eMIIU.

OHa Hauna 3anucy TIOfeN U3 APyroro Mupa.

B mporioM GBIIO ST CIy4YaeB, KOTOA YeI0BEK CO CTPAHHOM BHEIITHOCTHIO MOSIBIISIIICS HA OMHOM U
TOM Xe MecTe. d Ovlna I1ecTon.

YeTBepHIX HAIIIM MEPTBBIMH, YTO 03HAYAJIO, TOJILKO JBOE OCTAJIUCH JKUBBIMU,
1 u mpyras XuUBYyIas 37eCh AeByIlKa EHEH.
Kaxpmas u3 Hac Oblyia HalimeHa B iecy Auil. OT HEKOTOPBIX OCTABAIUCh TOJIBKO KOCTH.

Korpma Enén npuexana, IoYTH cpa3y oHa CTajla HaloXKHHIel repiora Jitna. YUepes rof pofuia CHHa.
Y repiora u reploruHyu B TO BpeMs He OBIIIO JeTel, I09TOMY TepIOTHS YTBepausia ChiHa EHEH
CBOUM CHIHOM. TaK MOJIOAOM Majb4uK CTall CIeYIUM HacleIHUKOM.

BoT mouemy moce 3Toro y nokoneHus boHahuTC IOSBUINCH HEOORYHEIE YepHbIE BOIOCHL. OguH U3
uX IpenkoB 0w u3 Kopewu.

TToTepsiB cBoero pebeHKa W3-3a TeploruHy, EHéH 3abomena TAKeNnok genpeccueil. [epIior UCKpeHHe
mo0uT ee, TO3TOMY OFHAXKIEI HOYBIO OH BEIBE3 €€ B jiec AW Ha nporynky. [TonHas nyHa yxe
B30IIUIa, ¥ IIPOIIJIO OKOJIO IOJIyTOpa JIET IocTie TOro, Kak EHéH ncuyesrna.

TaM OHU 3TO YBUIEIHU.
Hekue «BpaTa», OTKPBHIBAOIIKUECS C CUIOU ITOTHOX JIYHHI.

¢4 He GbINa yBEpEHA, HO 5 MOAyMaJjia, 4YTO KOTHa 5 mpuOkiIa, Kak pa3 Oblyla mojHas myHa. I
IIPOCHYJIaCh THEM, HO HOYbI0, IPOTYIUBASICH II0 JIECY, ST BCTIOMHHUTIA TUTAHTCKYIO ITOJIHYIO JIYHY CPenu
IIePEBLEB.

EHEH 04eBHMIHO OTTOJIKHYIa replora npodb ¥ Mpolla Yyepes3 Bopora. OHa ucyesna u Gosbe
HUKOTZIA ee He BUIEIIH.

['eprior ToCKOBaJ 110 HeH, II03TOMY Kaxk[oe IIOJIHOJIyHUEe OH YXOOUII B JIeC ¥ XKfaJjl, Korga BopoTa
OTKPOTCA. OHU OTKPHIBAJIUCH OYEHb PENKO, HO HUKTO HUKOITIa He PUCKHYJI IPOUTH Yepe3 HUX
CHOBa. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, repuor HabIoan 3a BOPOTaMu U 3anucan yBuneHHoe. OH He MOT BHIHECTHU
TOT (hakT, 4YTO He OymeT HUKaKWX NOKa3aTe/lbCTB UJIU 3allicel 0 KeHIMHe, KOTOPYIO OH JII0OUT BCEM
cepaueM. [ToaToMy ofHaKOBEl OH OCTaBUJI IIMCBEMO C IIPOCH0O0M MOKEPTBOBATh BCE 3allMCH, KOTOPhIE OH
BeJl, XxpaMy Aoc.

3aTeM OH caM HCYe3 B Jjiecy.
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