['maBa 115.

BroBCTBYyIOIIYI0 UMIIEPATPUILY IPHUIIJIOCH TALUTEL K HaM CUJIOH. JIyKpeluil mpuKa3a, YToOH ee
IIOCafuiIyu Ha KOJIEHU PSAOM C HaMU, YTOOB MBI MOTJIA IIOTOBOPUTE 0€3 IOCTOPOHHUX YIIEH.
BpoBcTBylomas uMIepaTpulia I0CMOTpela Ha Hac 060UX ¥ TPOMKO PaccMesiyiach.

«BoOT BEI ¥ TTOOEOUIIN. »
«B camoM pmene. Bac 9To paccTpauBaeT?»

BpoBcTByIomas uMIepaTpulia HaxMmypunach. «KoHeuHo. f motepsiyia Bce, 4TO y MeHs Obii0. f MoTy
IIOHATH, KaK BaM yAaJIOCh IIPOKPACThCA CIOAA, HO ... Kak, 4epT Bo3bMU, BaM yAaj0Ch IIPOBECTH LEIYI0
apMuIo BHYTPb 3aMKa? He uMeeT cMbICTIa, KaKOW IIEHOM BaM 3TO yaloCh IPOBEPHYTh. BaxeH dhakT.»

HYerLII/IfI HETOPOIIIIUBO YHI:I6HYJ'ICH 1 OTBETHII: «3aMOK II0JIOH TallHBIX X0 0B, KOTOp&BIE
COeIUHAIOTCSA ITIOBCIOOY KakK IIayTHHA. Mo OeOyIiKa II0Ka3aJl MHe KaXXObIM U3 HUX. TOIBKO
HaCJI€JHUKHU IIPEeCTOJIa 3HAIOT 00 ux CylieCTBOBaHUH. »

BrooBcTBYyloIas uMnepaTpuiia CMyueHHo nmpobopMmoTana: «OH... paccka3aj BaM 0 HUX? Brl pomumuch
II0CJIe ero cMepTHU. K yeMy 3Ta J10Kb?»

«OH nogpo6HO omucan Bce Ha Oymare. BEIBIINY UMIIEPaTOP HE YBUIEN 9Ty 3aIKCh, IOTOMY YTO MOM
IenyllKa He IPU3HaJl ero JOCTOMHEIM HaciegHuKoM. [locne cmepTu Moer MmaTepu, KopHunui
nmepenan MHe 9Ty 3allMCh OT uMnepatopa KeHtuyca. Bot Tak g u y3Han.»

K, 00»
«bnaropapzo.»
«He cTour.»

BooBcTBylomas uMnepatpuia mobnensesna. IIpu ymoMmusanuu 00 umneparope Kentuyce ee ronoc
CJIeTKa 3afpoxKal.

HeckonbK0 MUHYT YCTaBUBIINCH B IIOTOJIOK, OHA BAPYT TPOMKO pacCcMesinachk.

«Xa-xa-xa... Xaxaxaxa!»

3aTeM ropbKo yILI0OHYIach U IIOBEPHYIach KO MHE.

«JlymaeTe, 4To MoOenIH, ¥ 3aXKUBETE CIIOKOWHOM XKMU3HBbI0? HauBHLIM MaJleHbKHM MaIb4uIlKa.»
«YTO BH MMeeTe BBUAY?»

BooscTBymoIlas uMepaTpulia caesana mar HaBctpeuy JIyKpenuio.

Ee pyku OvlIM CBSI3aHH 3a CIIMHOH, a Ha IIJIeYe BCe ellle Topyasa cTpeia. OMHOro masbiia He ObTo. B
3TOT MOMEHT OHa HMKAK He MOTJIa HaBPeOUTh €My, TI03TOMY CTPaKHUKHK He MPEeMsiTCTBOBAIH.

OHa MoBepHYJIach KO MHE ¥ ITIOCMOTPEJIa Ha MEeHS KPOBABHIM B3T/IIAOM. S YyBCTBOBAsa, KakK MOe
CepAle IO B ISATKH.

«BbI mymMaeTe, KOTHa st yMpy, Bce OyIeT T1afiko y Bac?»



«O 4eM BHIL...?»

«DTO HavaJso KOHIIA [IJIs Bac.»

L,.»

BroBcTByIOIIas UMIEepaTpulla CHOBa ITOBEPHYIACh K JIyKpeIuio.

«/IMnepaTop npr3BaH BCIO CBOIO XKU3Hb OBITh ONMHOKUM. OH KUBET B BEUHBIX IIO03PEHUSX.
CoMHeHUe - ero Iy4IIui OpyT.»

3aTeM OHa IIOCMOTpeJia Ha MeHd.
«MMnepaTpulia - He IPOCTO IIpaBas pyKa uMinepaTopa. OHa - ero TIaBHBIM 3aKIAThIM Bpar.»
Ee cnoBa Xry4uMu cTpejlaMu IPOH3UIA MO€ CEPALe.

«BrI 3HAeTe, YTO IPOMCXOOUT, KOTTa 3BEPH II0TIaflaeT B KallKaH BO BpeMs 0XOTH?» KaTnesHupa
3acMmesiach U npopoikuia: «OXOTHUYBIO co0aKy youBaoT nepBoi. OXOTHUK IIePeXUBaEeT 3a CBOIO
JKU3Hb, I09TOMY YOUBaET ee IIePBOU.»

Jlykpenuy THEBHO BCKpUKHYII. «JIy4le 3amoin4ure!»
KaTnesHupa xuxuKHyna, Hacnaxmgasch SpoCThio JIykpenus.
«41 TOJIBKO paccka3biBalo BaM MpaBAy KU3HU. [laxke Benudaninas a000Bb 3[eCh He criaceT. B KoHIle

KOHIIOB, Ballle CEPAIle CHOBA MPEBPATUTCS B I'NMHIOY JTbaa. Korga aTo mpou30iaeT, KOTro I0-BallleMy, BhI
PaHUTE CITeTYIOIIUM?»

4 npotgHyna pyky Jlykpenuto, Korga OH pa303JIujics.

«He Bemuch Ha ee MPOBOKAIIMK. Thl paHEH, HOMHHUIIB?»

«buHa ...»

4 nosepHynack K Katnesnupe.

«Ber omu6muce, Katnesiuupa.»

«Omubnacy? B yem xke?»

¢ oTBeTUIIa POBHBIM TOHOM: «f He OXOTHUYBS cobaka. 7 4emoBeK.»

Kartnesinupa He oTBeTna. OHa IPOCTO I'TyO0KO 3aiyMarach. S He MOHsIa ee PeaKIuy.

[To xkecty JIykpelus phillapu notamunu Katnesuupy K 6pycy. 3To Obl1 TOT caMbiii 6pyc, Tae
IOJIKHEL ObLIA Ka3HUTH MeHs. JTO OB TOT CaMBblil TYIIOM TOIIOP, KOTOPHIM MOTJIA 00€3rIaBUTh MEHS.

[TepenHsisg 4acTh OblJIa ITOKPHITA KPOBBIO ¥ MacjioM, HaBeBas ellle OOJbIINI CTpax OT YBUIEHHOTO.
CMepTh BOOBCTBYOIIEH UMIIEPATPUIIE OyIeT caMol MyUUTEIbHOM U ITPOOJIKUTETIbHOM.

Opuako KatnesiHupa COBCEM He BBITJISIIeNIa UCITyraHHOM. Ha camoM mene, Ha ee nuiie He OBLIO
HUKAKUX 9MOLUH.



PrIlapy CXBaTU/IM €€ 3a BOJIOCH, YTOOHI ITOJIOKUTH L1e0 Ha 6pyc. [Taxke eciau Obl OHA MOIEITANIACh
COTIPOTUBIATLCS, 3TO OBII0 OB Gecrone3no. OHa Ovlna IPUBsSi3aHa BEPEBKOIA, a philapy ObUIH
CITMIITKOM CHJIbHBL

4 TouHO 3Haa, YTO OHA YyBCTBYET.
Mowu pyKu OpozKajiy, BCIOMHHAS 3TOT MOMEHT, HO MyKECTBEHHAas pyKa HaKpPhLJIa UX B OOWH MWT.
Korpa s nopHsina ronosy, JIyKpenui TeIo yas0acs MHe.

«Brigeixali. 4 HUKOTTA He II03BOJII0, YTOOKI TOM0OHOEe CIIy4unoch ¢ To6ou cHoBa. A obelraio. Ha
caMoM [iefie, s XOTeJl CIlacTu Tebs elrle yTpoM, HO KOe-UTo IIOIIJIO He TI0 TTaHY.»

4 Mosnida KMBHyJIa U CXKaJjla ero pyky.

Mou pyku 3anefeHenu. [JomKHO ObITh, 1 0OUeHb HepBHUYAJIa. Ero pyKu OBIIM HEBEPOSITHO TEIJIBIMHU.
HWMeHHO TOT[a MPO3BYyYasl XOJIOAHBIM T'OJIOC KaHIIepa.

«IIpoBenuTe Ka3Hb!»

[Tanay BEICOKO ITOOHSAJ CBOX TOIOP.

Yoap!

[Tocne Ts1Kennoro 3ByKa § yCibllllaja MIPOH3UTENIbHEIN KPUK.

«AAAAAAAAAT»

3aJ1 HallOJTHUJICSI My4YUTEIbHBIM KPUKOM ¥ CTOHOM 3aKJIIOUeHHOU.

[Tanay npopomnxkan 6e3 Konebanuit. OUeBUIHO, TONOP ObLT CIUIIKOM TYTIBIM.

IlBa, Tpu, YeTwIpe yHapa.

Busr cTaHOBUIICS BCe THIIE U THILE, [TOKA TOTIOP He 3aCTPsI Ha JepeBsIHHOM Opyce.
PrIzKeBOIOCAs TOI0OBa KaTUIach 1o 3eMiie. 1 3acTtaBisia ce0s CMOTPETE.

Jlykpenuii Bce BpeMs AepxKaJl MeHs 3a PyKy. Ero Temio moMorio MHe COXpaHSATh CIIOKOKMCTBHE.

Korpa manay 3aKOHYHUJI, OH BEICOKO TIOOHSII TOI0BY KaTessHUpH, 4YTOOH IIOATBEPAUTh €€ CMePTh. 3al
HAIOJTHUIICS BO30YKIEHHBIMU BO3TIaCaMH.

«Ypaaaa!»
9T0 OBITIO OUKO CMOTPETH, KaK JIIOAM IIPA3AHYIOT TaKyI0 YKACHYI0 CMEPTS.

HukTO He MPOSIBUII I'PYCTH UITM COUYBCTBUS. f Hamesach, UYTO He CTaHy TaKou OeccepiedHoi, Kak
OHH.

)%

KatnesiHupa u rojiIoBBEl ABYX MapKK30B OBIIN OTIIPABIEHH Ha IIJIOMAAb IJIS MyOIUIHON
neMoHcTpauuu. Jliogu O6yayT 6pocaTh KaMHU U I1JIeBaTh Ha HUX, ITI0KA HE OCTAHYTCS OJHU Yeperna.



¢ mMenneHHo moruia ¢ JIykperueM B CBOI0 KOMHATy. OH IPHUTSHY MeHs mobnuxe K cebe. Mou Ieku
3alblJIajid OT CTECHEHUS.

4 npomenTana: «4, 94TO TH Aenaellb ?!9TO TaK CMyIIaeT!»

OH ofapui MeHs CEeKCyallbHOU yNIBIOKOM. «f IPOCTO HacnIaXgaich TeM, YTO Mbl CHOBA BMeCTe.»
Ycnbias ero 6aHanbHYIO HIYTKY, S IOYyBCTBOBaJIa 00IerdyeHue.
Kasamnocs, OH B mopsaake.

OH BEpHYJICS KUBBIM.

BrooBcTBylomas umnepartpuiia Ovlia MEPTBa.

Borblile 0OHa HUKOTIa He CMOXKET IPUYUHUTH HaM Bpeq.

TakoBa peanbHOCTD.

4 mouyBcTBOBana ob6jieryeHue U MPUCIIOHUTIACH K HEMY.

BHe3anHo 0H 3aCTOHAI.

«Aaaang!»

«On!»

Touno! JIykpenuit xe paneH. Kakas s rioymas! Kak mora 3a6biTh?
«Aaa, TH B mopsiike? MHe 04eHb XKallb...»

¢ BCTpeBOXKEHO CIIPOCHUIIA, a OH B OTBET yNEIOHYIICs. HeamopoBas 0/1eMHOCTD He IPOXOAUIa C eTo
JIUIA.

«$l CUTTBHBIN, TAK 4TO BCe OyIET XOPOIIo.»

3aTeM OH yCMeXxHyJcsl. «CMOTPU TOJIBKO BIlepen U yiasi0acs. 3aMOK BCe ellle B CMSITEHUH, I03TOMY
HaM HYKHO y/IbI0aThCS U MOKa3bIBaTh UM, YTO BCE B MOPSAKE.»

4 nocnengoaia ero cosety. OH OblI IIpaB. {1 yBepeHHO yNbIOHYIach U NOIIa fasbiie. Bce, MuMo
KOT'0 MBI ITPOXOMIMJIN, IBOPSIHE U COJIOATHI, CTAHOBUIKCH ITePefl HaMy Ha KOJIeHHU.

4 ckazarna emy: «Kakas Taxemnas y Te0s XXKU3Hb.»
OH OBITT paHeH, HO He MOT [axKe IT0Ka3aTh, YTO eMy OOJIBHO.

VIMeHHO TOT[ja OH OTBETHUJI MHE Ha yX0: «MHe HyKeH BCero OOuH 4ejoBeK B 3TOM MUpPe, KOTOPOMY 5
CMOTy pacckasaTh 0 CBOel 00U ¥ TPYIHOCTSIX.»

«,.»
q YYBCTBOBaAJla, YTO MO€ TEJIO MIbIJIa€T OT CMYIIIEHHUA. 4 3Hana, 4YTO MOU IIEeKHU IIOKPaCHEIIH.

A He CMOTpeJIa €My B I'lla3aq, II0OKa MBI HE OOIIJIA 0O KOMHATHI.
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