I'mara 110.

MeHs 3aTallluiIu B CIIa/IbHIO BIOBCTBYIOIIEH MMIIEPATPHUIILL.

OHa HaIlOMHMJIA, YTO 3aBTPa MEHS Ka3HSAT Ha PaccBeTe.

4 mocMoTpena B OKHO. YKe CMePKaJjoCh, TaK YTO Y MeHs ObIJIO Majio BpeMeHH.

3Has1, KaKOM Mep3Kul OHa YeJIOBeK, S 0KHaja, YTO BIOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIIepaTpuila Ka3HUT MEHS
ny6nuyHOo. Mosi cMepTh cTaja Okl OTIMYHBEIM ITPUMEPOM MJIS1 BCEX ABOPSH, YTOOBI TOKA3aTh, UTO
IIPOU30UAET, €CIU OHU MOUIYT IIPOTHUB Hee.

Osna cka3asa OBl YTO-TO BPOJE ...
«Toro, KTO He NOC/IeayeT 3a MHOUY, IIOCTUTHET Ta Ke y4acTh, YTO U XKeHy uMieparopal»

4 He myaHKWpOBaa XKAATh CBOEH CMepTH, KaK IpusieXkHas 3ak/odeHHas. d He Oblla IOCTYITHON
MaJIeHbKOH! NeBOYKOU. ¥ HUKOrma He OLllla TaKOMH.

4 6l mepexumna u 3To!

4 He X0Tena yMuparh!

B MbIcnIsiX BO3HUK 00pa3 JIykperwus.

¢ oTKa3kBanach BEPUTHL B €T0 CMEPTh. MHe OBIIIO CTPAIITHO, HO ST MOJIXKHA OBITh CUIIHHOM.

OpHako Bepa B TO, YTO OH ellle XKUB, He 3Ha4YHUJIa TO, YTO s OyAy KOaTh OT HEro craceHusd. f xe He
XpYyIKas IIpPUHIIeCca, 3aCTPsBIIAs B GallHe B 0XKUIaHUY ee TPEKPACHOT0 MTPUHIIA.

Moe ybexnenue, uto JIykpelui OBl ellle KKUB, OCHOBEIBAJIIOCH Ha Jioruke. OKa3anoch, UTO 3TO
BOCCTaHUe ObIIO CIIOHTAHHBIM. ITO 03HA4aso, YTO ¥ BOOBCTBYIOILIEX UMIIEPATPHULIbI, BEPOSITHO, HE
OBLIO MOCTAaTOYHO BpeMeHH, YTOOL coOpaTh 3HAUYUTEIbHYI0 BOGHHYIO CUITy. FiMmepaTop OblsT 04eHb
XOPOILIO 3alllUIleH, TI03TOMY S IyMalo, YTO HalafeHue Ha JIyKpeuus ObIJI0 CKOpee OTBIEKAIOIIUM
MaHEeBpPOM, YeM pealbHOU MOMBITKOM YOUTH ero.

OHa yCIelHo qOCTUTTIa CBOEU LIeIu.

Ona 3axBaTuna CeHart, mocapuia MeHs 3a PEUIeTKYy. Y Hee B PYKaX TaKXKe OKa3adJIaChb KOPOJIEBCKAAd
rne4vyars.

BonbUIMHCTBO KOPOJIEBCKUX CTPaXKel Ka3anoch, BCe ellle BepHH! JIVKpeluio, a 3T0 3Ha4YUT, apMUU
BIOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIEPaTPUIIE! OBIJI0O HEJOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI 3aXBaTUThH BECh 3aMOK.

EnvHCTBEHHAs MPUYHMHA, 110 KOTOPOM KOPOJIEBCKUE CTPAXKK He MOTJIM HUYero COejiaTh IIPOTUB Hee,
3aKJII04alachk B TOM, YTO BOOBCTBYIOIast UMIIepaTpulla Jepkaja MeHs, KaHIyiepa 1 4sieHoB CeHaTa B
KayeCcTBe 3a/I0KHUKOB. KpoMme TOro, HauyaIbHUK KOPOJIEBCKOM I'Bapouy Takxke ObUT YOUT, U TI03TOMY
rBappeiiaMyu HeKOMY OBITI0O PYKOBOJHUTD.

3a MHO# YIIOPHO CJIETUIIN MIPUCITYTH U CITy>KaHKU BIOBCTBYIOIIEH umnepaTpuiibl. OHU SIBHO He
coOupanuch CIaTh CETOOHS HOYKIO.

4 nmeTanack npuayMarth nnaH nobera. [JomKHa 1M s HAcTauBaTh Ha TOM, YTO MHE HY2KHO ITOUTH B
TyaJleT CaMOCTOATENbHO? [10JIKHA JIX S IPUTBOPUTHCS, UTO Y MEHS YTO-TO OOIUT?



B nmoboM cry4ae, 51 He yBepeHa, 4TO OHU BO0OIIe OyAyT CIylIaTh MEHS.
Ecnu s He BEIPBYCb OTCIOHA IO BOCXOMa COJTHIIA, MEHS Ka3HSIT.
Hymaiu, buna, nymai!

ViMeHHO TOTfIa 51 yBUMeNa KaMUH. {1 olleHuIa pacCTOsHKE OT Hero 0 MeHs. 1 TakxKe BCIIOMHHJIA O
KOJIbIle C OOJIBIINMY XKeMUyKMHAMU Ha Iasblie.

4 cxBaTHIach 3a XKMBOT U PYXHYJIa Ha MOJI. 4 Gblyla IpuUBsS3aHa K CTYJIy, IIO3TOMY CTYJI yIIaJl BMECTE
Co MHOM. {1 pa3BepHYy1ach, YTOOHI JIeUb OIMKE K KAMUHY.

«Aaayu! Mou XKuBOT!»

Cnyru u CTpaXXHUKYU U OBICTPO MprbezKamy Ha LIyM.

«2Kusot?»

«MoxeT OBITh, OHA JIXKET.»

Onu OBLITY TIPaBHI, U 5 3HAJIA, YTO OHU 3amnofmo3psaT 3T0. OJHAKO S JOoMXKHAa Obl/la PUCKHYTh.
4 3actoHana ot 6omu. «O, MOH... MOM MaJIbIIL...!»

[Toka g nexasa Ha IOJy, JKEHIIUHB OTXOAUIIN OT LIOKA.

«Yt0?! OHa melCTBUTENIBHO OepeMeHHa?»

«MBI JOTKHEI COOOIIUTE CTAPIIeH... ! »

«Jla OHa BCe paBHO IJIEHHUIIA! 3aBTpa Ka3Hb, KAKOU B 9TOM CMBICII?!»

«Ho MBI BCe paBHO JOMKHEI COOOITUTE €H...!»

¢ He oco3HaBasa, Kakas S TalaHTIUBas aKTpuca. J mpofoIKaia XHEIKaTh U KOPUUTHCS OT OOIH.
«Aaaaa! [I, mokTopa... [Toxkanyicra, I030BATE OOKTOpA ...»

BHe3amHo s yCIIOKOWIACh U Ccheflajia BUM, 4TO yajia B 00MOpoK. CIyru IPOBEPUIN MIYJIbC U
HepelnTelbHO pa3Bsi3anu MeHs. Ka3anocs, 0HU NeHCTBUTEIBHO XOTAT IOMOYb.

[TpuyuHa, 10 KOTOPOX BAOBCTBYIOIIAS HMIlepaTpHlla He yOuna MeHsl cpa3y, 3aKJioyanach B TOM, YTO
OHa 3HaJIa, YTO MOXKEeT MCII0JIb30BaTh MEHs B KOPBICTHHIX I1eJITX. HUKTO He 3HaJI, I7ie HaXOmUTCS
JIyKpeluii, 1 BEPHETCS JIU OH JKUBBIM.

ToT ¢akT, YTO MOSI Ka3Hb COCTOUTCS 3aBTPa YTPOM, OJI2KEH ObIIT 03HAYATh, UTO OHA OyHIeT 3HaTh
pe3ynbTaT OMTBE K TOMY BpeMeHHu. Eciiu OvI BCe TIOIIIO He II0 IJIaHy, OHa, BEPOSITHO, OTIIOXKUIIA OB
MO0 Ka3Hb. ECyTu GBI s, BO3MOXKHEIH IT0JIE3HEIN 3aJT0XKHHUK, YMepJla CeTONHS BeYepOM, 3TO ObIIIO OB
IJIsT Hee OTPOMHOI Po6IeMOoi.

['oOpHUYHEIE ¥ OTBETCTBEHHEIE CJIYTH BHITTIAIENH COMTEIME CTOJIKY, YeTO 51 U HoOWBaIach.
Cpaborario.

¢4 6rina 671M3Ka K KaMuHY. Bece ocTanbHbe ToXKe ObUTM psimoM. ITpekpacHo.



4 GBICTPO BBHIHYJIA YEPHYIO XKEMUYKHUHY U3 KOJIbIla ¥ 6POCHIIA ee B OTOHb. 3aTEM IIPUKPHIIA HOC U
POT.

Baobax!

910 OB HE TPOMKHM 3BYK, HO HEOOJIBIIION B3PHIB BEIAAJT HEBEPOSITHOE KOJIMUECTBO AbIMa, KOTOPOE
BBI3BAJIO JIETKYIO COHIIUBOCTb.

«A?»

«YTO IPOUCXOOUT?»
«Aaaal»

«3ITO!»

XKeHiyHa Ka3anach BCTPEBOXKEHHOM, HO OBICTPO IMOTepsiyia CO3HAHKE IIOCTIe 0YePeTHOro BIoXa
[BIMA.

OHU pyxHYNY Ha 1o, 9 OEICTPO OTONBUHYJIACh, 3aTAaUB AbIXaHUE.

Korpa KoOMHaTa HAMOJIHUIACh ORIMOM, S I0OCTala KPYTJIyio TabaeTKy U3 IPYroro Kojibila Ha MOeM
IIPABOM TIaJIblie U IIPOTJIOTHUIIA €e.

BEI70 TOPBKO, HO 3TO GBII0 HEOOXOAMMO, TaK KaK 3TO OBIIO IPOTUBOSAKE OT JbIMA.
OTH OBa KOJjIblla [OCTaIUCh OT JIoycoHa. Ecnu s BRIXKUBY, TO 00s3aTeIbHO mo6Iarogapio ero.
4 BepHynach K ClIyraM ¥ CHsJa OfeXkKOy C OOHOM U3 XKEeHIIKH.

[Tepeopenacs, cpsiTana BOJIOCH MOBSI3KOW CITYTH, U K CYACThIO, 3UMHUYN HapsS CKPBII MOU YEePTHI
O4YeHb xopoIuo. IToka s cMOTpesia BHU3, s Oblyla MOTHOCTHIO HEY3HABaeMa.

CpenaB rioy0OKHY BAOX, S OTKPhLIa ABEPD U BHIIINA U3 KOMHATHI.

k%

CTpaxXHUKH, CTOSIIHE ITepe[l IBePhio, BOIPOCUTEIHHO TOCMOTPEIH Ha MeHs. $1 mo3a0boTunack 0 TOM,
yTOORI OBICTPO 3aKPHITH ABEPh, YTOOLI OHKM HE 3aMeTHUIH ObIM. HUKTO He 00paTuil BHUMaHNUE, KPOMe
OIHOTO.

«YT0 3TO OBIT 3a LIyM?»

&, .»

XOJIOmHKBIN TIOT CTeKaJ M0 cruHe. J[[0IKHO OBITh, OHM YCIIBIIIAIY IIIyM, KOT/Ia 5 yIasa Ha moi. 9
CKasajla IIepBoe, YTO IPUIIIO Ha YM.

«Ee BBICOUECTBO pa3wirpaa CleHy, I03TOMY MBI CXBaTUIIH €€.»
«A ceryac TaM Kak?»
«MBI CBSI3a/K ee Kpelye IMPeXHero, Tak YTO BCe JOJIXKHO OBITH XOPOIIIO.»

OXpaHHI/IKI/I IIOBEPHUIIN. OnHu He MOUIIN OTKPEIBATH OBEPBE, YTOOHI IIPOBEPUTH MOIO UCTOPHIO.



Bo3MoxHO, IIOTOMY, 4TO 3TO OblyTa TMYHAS CIIAJIbHS BJIOBCTBYIOH.IGI‘/JI HMIIEPATPUIIHI. bes ee
pa3penienusa MyxXK4riHad, KpOMe €€ MyXKa UJIN YJI€eHOB CeMbHU, HE MOT'JIN BOMTH.

ToT ke OXpaHHUK BAPYT CIIPOCUI MeHs: «Kyma Thl Uemh?»

4 6ricTpO omyMasta u oTBeTUsA: «IIoKa MEI iepKaJiu ee BEICOYECTBO, HECKOJIBKO CITy2KaHOK
TIOCTPafiaiy, II03TOMY MeHS ITOCTIAJU 3a JIEKapCTBOM».

«Xopo1o.»

OxpaHHUKYU KUBHYIIY U [IOMaxajiu MHe.
«Torma uou.»

«Cnyuarcs. »

4 omycTuna ronoBy, Kak UCTUHHAS NMPUCyra, U 6bicTpo ymna. Kyna mHe unTtu? 9 He 3Hauna, rae
HaXOMIUJIUCh KOPOJIEBCKUE CTPaXKU BOOBCTBYIOLEN UMIIepATPULEL. 4 MbITalach MBICIUTh PA3yMHO.

HMMeHHO TOra 3HaKOMBIX T'0JIOC CIIPOCUIT MeHA c3afu: «M Kyma 3TO MBI HallpaBIsieMcs ?»
Mep3kuiui roioc.

4 gyBCcTBOBaNa, Kak MOe Ccepalle VIO B MATKH.

BposcTByomas umnepaTpuna.

910 OBlNa OHa.

Ho nouemy oHa 3gecs?

OHa momxHa OblJla 3aHUMAThLCS IIJITAHUPOBAHMEM CBOET0 3aroBopa u 3ab0Toit 0 3aMKe, He TakK Jiu?

Korpga st Havasa momg6upaTh OTBET, Mark OBICTPO MPUOIU3UIHUCh KO MHE. 4 MbITanmack 6exaTth, HO
OBLIO CIIMIIIKOM IIO3OHO.

OHa OBla CIUIIKOM OBICTPOM.

KaTtnessHupa cHsiJla ¢ MeHS MTOBSI3KY. Moy YepHbIe BOJIOCH OBICTPO yanu Ha Iiedu. 1 mpuKycuia
ry0y ¥ IOAHSTIA TOJIOBY.

BooscTBymIlas uMIepaTpuiia yaioBIETBOPEHHO ITIOCMOTPeEia Ha MEHS.
OHa BHITIIIOENA BIeuaTieHHou. «Hemmnoxo.»

Ona nopHsIa TONIOC U IIpUKa3ana: «B3gaTs ee!»

['pyOnle pyKU CXBATUIIA MEHS.

«IIpoknsaTbe!»
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