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B ero 06bpaTusax s cupocuina: «4to npuHi] KopoHesn X0oTes MoIy4YuTh B3aMeH 3a cMepTh Kcanuu?»
4 yKe 3Hana OTBET, ¥ [I03TOMY § He pelllajach CIIPOCUTh er0 PaHblIe.

Tenepb MbI JOJIKHEL IOTOBOPUTE 00 3TOM OTKPHITO.

Korpa 51 Hapena py0amky, oH oTBeTus: «OH X0Tes1, 4ToO0H JItogus cTajia UMIepaTpuie.»

f Tak u 3Hana.

4 mMorna moramaTthCs, IIOYEMY OH OTKa3asiCs, HO g BCe paBHO cIipocuna. I1moxas npuBeYKa.
«IToyeMy THI OTKa3ajl emMy?»

OH XKeCTKO 0TBeTUT: «BEITh IPUHIIECCOU pOAOM U3 ['eHyu U Moel UMIepaTpULIed CIUIIKOM
PUCKOBaHHO. OTO JACT CIIMIIKOM MHOTO BilacTu ['eHye, a 51 He Mory cebe 3TOr0 II03BOJIUTE. »

4 ycraBunachk Ha Hero U cupocuna: «Y 9To egMHCTBEHHAs IpAYNHA?»

JIyKpelui MITKO yIBIOHYICS. «f myMalo, 4To Obl0 OB Mydlle He 00bSICHSITH MOIO OCHOBHYIO
TIPUYMHY, €CJTM TH HE TOTOBA 3aHATh 3Ty MO3uIMi0. i rotToBa?»

K, >
4 He Mormna.

Oco6eHHO TI0CTIe BCTPEYH CO XKPHUIIEH, s TIoTepsiia BCAKYI yBepeHHOCTh. OHa HallOMHMIIa MHE O
MOEM [IOMe ¥ CeMbe. S He MOrja Tak IPOCTO O HUX 3a0ITh.

JIykpenuit mo0e3H0 3aBepuil MeHs: «f obertan, 4To He O6yay Ha TeOs maBuTh. U 5 cuepxky obelaHue.
ToNBKO eCliu THI BEIOEPEIIb MEHST CAMOCTOSITENIBHO, ¥ ... KaK THI 3HAEIlb, eCli BEIOepelh MeHs,
3HAYUT, BEIOEPEITh 9TOT MUP.»

«3Haw.»

«..41 Oyoy TeprneauBo XKOaTh.»

OH OB yBEPEH, YTO 5 CHeJalo IPaBUIbHEIN BEIOOD.

OH mponoyKuil: «51 He BOJHYIOCh. MoXKellb He crieluTh. S 6yay XaaTh, CKOIBKO MOTPeOyeTcs.»
4 yneibrynacek. «Bepio.»

OH BHITTISIET OYE€Hb CUACT/IMBHIM. «¢ paf, UTO THl CHOBA yIIbIOAEUILCS».

B To BpeMs s He 3Hana, Kakas BCTpsicKa Hac oxupaeT. OKa3anoch, g yxke Obllla B cCaMOM LIEHTPe
yparasa.

kk
['eHy33CKOMY IIPUHITY TOHAMO00KUTCS Mecsll, 4YToOw BepHYThCS B ['eHyt0. [ToTOM ellle HEHEeNio UK [IBE,

4YTOOBI KOPOJIb IIPUHSJI pellleHre OTHOCUTEILHO CUTyauuu ¢ Kpauuei ... 9T0 03Ha4asio, YTO M
YCIIBILIIMM O HUX Yepe3 IOoJITopa Mecsa.



B Teuenue aToro BpemMeHnu JIyKpeuui miaaHUPOBaI MOATOTOBUTHCS K JII000OMY PA3BUTHIO COOBITUI.
XynummM crieHapueM Oblla BOMHA.

OpHako, JaXke KOrfa Ha4MHaAeTCs BOWHAa, UMIlepaTop He MOXKeT MOKKUAATh CBOM 3aMOK. 3Has 3TO, A
IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa o0neryenue. JIyKkpeluil He OCTAaBUT MEHS OfHY.

Ho s Bce elie 4yBCTBOBaJjIa HalMpsixKeHUe, KOTrma AyMasa 00 3TOM.
«OxoTta?» { mompocumna ero MOOTBEPAUTE.
«MAMeHHO.»

[Tpo1io He TaK MHOTO BPEMEHHU C TeX Iop, KakK JIyKpelu# cTaa ©UMIIepaTOPOM, U ITI03TOMY ero BIacCThb
BCe elnle Oblyla HeCTaOUIbHOM. ITO ObIJIa 0OBIYHAS YIIOBKA, YTOOB CKPHITh BOEHHOE TepeIBUKEHNE
TeXHUKU. OH XOTeJl TepeBUHYTh 000POHUTEIBHYIO KOPOJIEBCKYIO TBapAUIO MOOIHKe 6€3 TUIIHUX
IIOO3PEHUN.

Tem He MeHee, 0x0Ta Obljla MaJKOM 0 OBYX KOHI[aX. COOBITHE BO TJlaBe C CAMUM HUMIIEPATOPOM MOXKET
CTaTh 30JI0THIM IIIAHCOM [IJIsSI TEX, KTO X0TeJI, YTOOH JIyKpemus: CIBUHYIH C HOMKHOCTH. Korma
MMIIepPaTOP OCTAETCS B 3aMKe, ero 04T HeBO3MOXKHO YOUTh, HO CHapyKu 3TO Oblna gpyras
HUCTOPHUS.

Bo BpeMst 0XOTH MOXKET CITy4YUThLCS BCsKoe. JIykpeuuit OyoeT Ha OTKPHITOM Iiomagke. Tam oH
MaKCUMaJbHO YSI3BUM.

KoHeuHO, UMIIepaTOp TaKXKe CIIJIAHWPOBAJI JIOBYLIKY AJIsT YOUUIl BO BpeMs 0XOThl. COIEPHUK HOJIKEeH
OBITH XOPOIIIO TIOATOTOBJIEH, €CJTM OH UJIM OHa XOTAT JHOOUTHCS ycIexa.

BrI70 HEBO3MOKHO ITPeCKa3aTh, YTO MOKET IIPOU30UTH BO BPEMS 3TOTO COOBITHS, TO3TOMY, KOTa
OH CKa3aJl MHe OCTAaBaThCsI B 3aMKe, I 3alIPOTECTOBAA.

«Tel x0uews, 4TOOH I OCTaIach 30ech ogHa?!»

Jlykpenuu ofeBasics ¢ IIOMOIIBIO CIIYTYA U TUXO OTBETWI: «TEl el CTByoIad uMneparpulia. He
3abbu1a?»

«Koneuno, Het! Ho...!»

Cmyra momMor eMy HafieTh (UOJIETOBYIO MaHTHIO.

LIBeT KOPONEBCKOM CEMBH.

OH 10011 3TOT LIBET, TIO9TOMY S YaCTO BUfeJia ero B (PHOJIETOBOM.
CeropgHs 3TO BHITJISIAEINIO KAK-TO HEIIPABUIIBLHO.

«MHe HyK€eH KTO-TO, KTO CMOXKET OCTaThCsl B 3aMKe U HabJIiofaTh 3a BIOBCTBYIOIIEH
MMIIepaTpuLen.»

«Barte BricOYECTBO...!»

«Thl eqUHCTBEHHAS, KOMY 51 MOTY 0oBepsATh. He nmogseneius, buHa?»

K>



On IIOCTYyIIaJI JIOTUYHO.

MEI He MOTTIH yfITI/I BMECTE, II0Ka B 3aMKe ITPOZKHWBAET BOOBCTBYIOIIAasA UMII€PATPHUIIA. MEHI 3HaH,
KaKast OHa I1oAajiad.

KTo-TO momkeH OB OCTaThCS, YTOOHI IIMMOHUTH 3a Hell. KpoMe Toro, g 3Haja, 4To He CMOTYy eMy
IIOMOYb C BOEHHOM cTpaTeruei. Moe mpebOrBaHNe 3I€Ch UMEJIO CMBICTI.

4 rny6oKo B3MOXHYIa ¥ OTBETUIIA: «X0poIo. S 6yay 3aIluiaTh TBOU TPOH B TEUEHHE CIEAYIOUIUX
Tpex JHew, moka Tebs He OymeT. YecTHO roBOpS, IPOTUBOCTOSTH BIOBCTBYIOIIEH UMIIEePATPHUIIE -
OTPOMHAsI OTBETCTBEHHOCTS ... HO 5 clienaio Bce BO3MOXKHOE. »

OH 1mMpOKO YIBIOHYIICS. «5 JOBEPSII0 CBOEH XKeHe».

4 cxBaTHsIa ero 3a MaHTHIO U MOTAHYJIa BHU3, YTOOHI €T0 IO IPUOIU3UIOCE K MOEMY.
«Ho mooberai MHe.»

«IToobGemars?»

«ITooGerait, 4YTO BEPHEIIbCS Yepe3 TPHU OHs. BepHeIses Ko MHe.»
OH MSATKO yNHIOHYICS ¥ 0TBeTUN: «KOHEYHO, Ballle BEICOYECTBO.»
OH 00HST MeHs ¥ TofoIIes 6/1uXKe, YTOOH IMOIeT0BATh.

Kak u B mpoIIbiii pas, 1 He COMPOTUBIISIIACS.

)k

[Tocne yxopma Jlykpenus CaMaHTa fjajla MHE KOPOOKY.

«4T0 3TO?»

CaMaHTa HM3KO ITOKJIOHHUIACh. «Ero BEICOYECTBO IPHUKa3al MHE OTIaTh 9TO BaM IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK OH
yUOET.»

«... Bbl 3HaeTe, 4TO BHYTPU?»

CaMmaHTa nokayvasna ronosou. «OH IIprKa3al MHE He OTKpPHIBaTh €e.»

«JTOT IPUKA3 ... OTHOCUTCS U KO MHE?»

«Hert, HO... OH TOIIPOCUIT MeHS YOeIUTHLCS, YTO BH OTKPOETE €€ HaeauHe.»

4 cpa3y Hauasa 0eCIIOKOUTHCH.

[Tocrne Toro, kak CamMaHTa BBIIIIa U3 KOMHATEI, MOE Cepfilie CTajo OeIleHo CTy4YaTk.
¢ MeqyIeHHO OTKpHIIa KOPOOKY.

Ona 6blta opopMieHa IPocTo. BHyTpu OblT TEMHO-GHONIETOBEIN OapXxar.

HocepeuI/IHe Jie2KaJIo 30JI0TO€e KOJIBIIO C CUMBOJIOM TPEX OPJIOB.



4 oyensb XOpOIIO 3HaJIa, YTO OHO O3Ha4aeT.

9T0 OBUTa KOPOJIEBCKAS ITeYaTh, KOTOPYIO HOCUT JIYyKpenu#i ¢ IepBoro JHS, KOTfa OH CTajl
umneparopoM. OH HUKOTTIa He CHUMaJ €ero.

IIo ceromHAIIHEro OHS.

Kpancua Ovlna Ha Moe¥ TagoHuU.

Komnb110 cienaHHOe U3 YKCTOTO 30710Ta OBIJIO OYEHb TSXKEIIBIM.

41 BHUMaTeIbHO PaCCMOTpPENIA €ro.

9TO0 KOJIBI[0 B MOUX PyKax 03Hayaso, 4YTO cervac s CUXKY Ha TPOHeE, 110 KpailHel Mepe BPEMEHHO.
Ceiiuac s rinaBa Kpaucuu.

[Touemy Jlykpenuil ocTaBuI €ro MHe?

4 moHsMa, TOUYeMy OH IIOTIPOCHII MeHS OCTaThCs. 51 Obijila ero eIUHCTBEHHOMU KEeHOU, 3aHHMaBIIIeln
MeCTO UMIIepPaTpPHUIBL. A TaKXKe ero COOOUIHUKOM U IIOMOIIHUKOM.

4 3Hana, 4TO OH [OBEPSeT MHE, HO..

4 He oxupmana, 4To TaM OymeT KOPOJIeBCKas evaTh.

9T0 OBIIO CITUIIKOM.

B 3TOM He 6bIJI0 HEOOXOOUMOCTH.

¢l ToHsITa, YTO OH XOTEJI MHE 9THM CKa3aTh.

¢ MenyIeHHO MOMOIIITa K OKHY. [Toroma Oblyla macMypHOM, u 51 00JIbilie He Buena JIykperus.

f Kpenko cxkaja KOJIbI0 U Hayajia MOJIUTHCS, YTOOH! CllefyIolye TPYU JHS POy 0e3
IIPOUCLIECTBUU.

4 monumnace bory B 3ToM Mupe, u bory u3 Mmoero Mmupa.

¢ He Oblsla yBepeHa B CyIIeCTBOBAHUM KOT0-TM00 M3 HUX, HO MHe OBIJIO BCE PaBHO.
4 Monunach, YTOOL OH BEPHYJICS LIEIBIM U HEBPEOUMBIM.

¢ Hapiesinack, YTO OH COEPKUT CBOe o0elllaHKe ¥ BEPHETCS KO MHE.

Moe cepalie 3aHBLUIO0, KOTIa €r0 He 0Ka3aJioCh PSAAOM.

4 noHsTa, HACKOJIBKO OH BaXKEeH [JIs MEHs.

Ero 3HaYUMOCTH BHIPOCJIa B MOUX I'Jla3ax.

Korpa oH BepHETCH, 51 eMy BCe pacCKaxy.

¢4 3acTaBmo ero 3a0paTh KONbIO Y MEHS.



4 6e3xkanocTHO OyAy Apa3HUTh €T0 ¥ faBaTh KOJIbIIO TOJIHKO TOTMa, KOTa OH HaYHET YMOJISITh MeHSI.
Tak 4TO0, moXKanyucra...
[Toxanyicra...

BepHucs K0 MHe.
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