I'maBa 56
«HeBecTa?»
¢ moyyBCTBOBasa YKOJ B CEPALIE.

Hesecra. {1 3Hana, 4To y JIyKpelus B mpoIinoM ObIJI0 MHOTO HeBecT. OH rOBOPUJI, YTO y HEro Obla
JKeHa, KOTOPYI0 OH yOuJ, IIOTOMY YTO OHa IIbiTanach yOUTh €ro.

4 npepncraBnsna cebe pa3HBIX KEHIIUH, CTOSIIMX PAAOM ¢ JIykpernueM. ¢ He 3Hasa MoyeMy, HO Ha
cepaue y MeHs Obl10 TsxKeno. [Touemy xke?

4 cripocuna, MbITasiCh CKPHITh CBOM YYBCTBa: «Bhl TOBOPUIH, 4TO Y Bac 610 MHOTO HEBecT. KoTopoii
Oblia oHA?»

«Ona Onlna Moeii epBoit. OHa Takxke Obljla eIUHCTBEHHOM, KOTOPYIO S CYuTas JocTorHOM. OHa cTasa
OBl BETMKOW UMIIePaTPULIEH.»

«... IpaBma?»
ITIepBas HeBecTa. UmeanbHas A PONM UMIIEPATPHUIIBL.
4 moyyBCTBOBasa X0JI0, HO MPOJOJIXKKUJIa TOBOPUTh:

«Ouensb xkanb. Ecu 6b1 Bl XKeHUTUCDh Ha Hell, OHa cTaja Obl OTJIMYHBEIM COIO3HMKOM B Bamieit 6oprbe
IIPOTUB BAOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIEPATPUIIEL. »

«3JTO IIpaBOa». On KWBHYIJI B 3HAK COT'JIaCHU.
&, .»

[Touyemy s Tak cebst 4yBCTBY10? 4 GbINa ... pacCcTpoeHa. TOT (aKT, YTO MHe IPHUIIIOCh Pa30leThCs,
YTOORI IIPUHUTH CIOA, 3aCTABUII MEHS PA303JIUTHCH.

4 crpocuna ¢ yneibkoi: «Torma nodemy Ovl BaM He Ha3HAYUTh €e CBOEU MMIlepaTpullell cerlyac?»
OH MSATKO yNBIOHYIJICS U TI0Ka4das TOJI0BOM.

«9TO HEeBO3MOXKHO». T0, UTO OH CKa3aJl JaJibllle, 3aCTaBUJIO MEHS repenepHyThca. «OHa MepTBa. OHa
Oblyia yOuTa dyepe3 Mecsl ociie 00bABIEHNS 0 Halllel TIOMOJIBKE. »

4 Hudero He nmoHUMana. OH TOBOPUI 00 9TOM y2KaCHOM COOBITHH, HO €r0 Iojioc ObII TAaKUM
CIIOKOMHEIM.

OH npopomxkui: «Mbl He CMOTJIA JoKa3aThb, KTO IIpHKa3an ee YOUTh, HO MBI B 001IIEM-TO 3HAEM, KTO
9TO CHeIal».

4 npo6opmorTana: «BmoBCTByOIas UMIlepaTprlla KaTnsguupa...»
OH CHOBa KUBHYIL.

«Touno». OH cHOBa yneIOHYNCS. «Ho 51 6nmaromapen KatnsiHupe 3a 310. Briarogaps aTomy y
BOOBCTBYIOIIEY UMIIEePAaTPUIIBI ITOSBUJICS HEBEPOSITHO CUJIBHBIN Bpar, a y MeHs - BeJIM4aulllui
COIO3HUK - KopHEnuii».



Y MeHst MypaIuku mobexkasny 1o Koxe.

CMepTh IeBYIIKY, 0COOEHHO TOM, KOTOpas [0JIKHa Obl/la CTaTh €ro XKEeHOH, II0X0XKe, HUKAK He
TIOBJIHSI/IA Ha HETO.

Kaxko# xomomHEbINM, OeccepeyHbIi YeI0BEeK.

WHorpga s 3a0kiBania, KeM OH OblJI Ha camoM fese. OH Obint youiei. OH yOUJI CBOIO KEHY ¥ CBOETO
OTIIa.

Tenepb 5 3HaJla, 4YTO CMEPTHh €TI0 HEBECTHL HUYETr0 HE 3Ha4YHuJia OJId HETO.

Jlykpenu#t npopmonxkui: «M3abemnna, Mos mepBasi HeBecCTa, Oblyla J0YephIo IepBoro chiHa KopHemnus,
KOTOPHIM yMep 3af0JIro g0 9TuX coObTuii. MaTh M3abesibl ToKe yMepiia, 103ToMy KopHenuii
BOCIIMTHLIBAJI €€ CaM CO BCel JTI000BLIO. »

4 BCcmOMHUIIa, KaK B TOT POKOBOY fgeHb KopHenuil nopgepxkuBai JIykKpenus B CIIOpe CO
BIOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIepPaTPULIEH.

JIyKpelui pomomKuml: «f odpyuduscs ¢ Hel, Korfga MHe 0b110 18 net. OHa Oblia Ha rof MylafIe
MeHs. OHa Oplla 3HaMeHHUTa CBOEX KPacoTOU U YMOM, II09TOMY MHE He Ha 4YTO OBIJIO 2KajloBaThCS».

4 “30 Bcex cu cTapasack, YTOOBl MOM I'0JIOC HE APOKal.

«U ee younmu?»

«Jla. KopHenu#t 6b11 HACTOIBKO YOUT TOPEM, UTO OCTABUJII ITOCT KaHIJIepa Ha TPU rofa»
«Ho oH BepHYCI».

[Touemy?

OH yneIOHYIICS ellle IIHpe.

«MHe HPAaBUTCA, KaK 6BICTp0 TEI C006pa}KanIB, KOTfla [efio JOXOOUT A0 TaKuxX TeM. Thl HECKOIBKO
MEOJINTEJIbHA B HEKOTOPRIX OPYI'HX BeIllaX, HO HEe B 3TOM.»

O yeM OH TOBOPHUIT?

JIykpelu#i mpomonKkuil: «Korga Mosi TpeThsl IIOMOJIBKA 3aKOHYMIACh KaTacTpodoH, I OTIIPaBUICS K
Kopuenuio u yoenun ero».

4 morapbiBayach, Kak OH 3TO chelai. Y 9THUX [ABYX /Tiofel OblJIo ogHO 0b1ilee [eo.
MecTs.

MHe cTasno X0JI0OIHO, KOT/ia 5 IIOCMOTpesia Ha Hero. JIyKpenu#t yiasIOHYJICS MHe, U S ITOHSIJIa, YTO MOS
morajika oKa3aJiaCch BEpHa.

Ou mo6GaBun: «B uToOTe 5 MOTEPSIJ CBOIO IIEPBYI0 HEBECTY, BTOPYIO CAMYI0 ITOAXOASIIYIO XKEeHIITMHY Ha
MOKHOCTb UMIIEPaTPHUIIBL, HO C 3TUM s IONTy4uI noanepxkKy KopHemnus. 4 xoTesn O6bl [yMaTh, YTO 3TO
Oblyla ymavyHas caerka.»

BTopas camast mogxopsiias XKeHIuHa? 3HauuT, Oblia elrle 0ojiee MOAXOAsIasi, YeM OHa?



OTOT MyXK4YKMHA Ha3BajJl CMEPTh CBOEH HEBECTHI «yIAYHOU CHEIKOM», HO O0JIbIlIE BCETO MEHS
6ecmokous TOT ¢akT, 4To Oblyia Apyras XKeHIIMHA, 0 KOTOPOii OH JyMas ¢ O0JIbIIUM YBaXKEHUEM.

YTO CO MHOM HE Tak?

4 3acrtaBuia ce0s CKa3aTh 9TO HETIPUHYKAEHHBIM I'OJIOCOM.
«ITo3ppasnsio».

«C ueM?»

«C yma4yHOU COeNKou. { coriacHa, 4YTO UMETh KaHIIepa B Ka4eCTBe CBOET0 COI3HUKA ONPeNeIeHHO
CTOUT Balell )XepTBH, II03TOMY 51 JyMalo, YTO IMO3APaBIEHUS 30ECh YMECTHRI».

Mou cnoBa nIpo3BydYanyu HEMHOTO HEYKITIOXKE.
OH cTpaHHO IOCMOTPETI Ha MEeH.
«Moeu KepTBhHI?»

«JTa. Ona Obvlia Bamei HeBecTol, ¥ Brl cCKa3aiu, 4TO OHA HEaIbHO IIOIXOAKIIa Ha JOJIXKHOCTh
UMIepaTpuisl. Eciu Obl OHa BRIXKKIIA, OHA Oblyia OB 71T Bac OTIMYHEIM IIUTOM IIPOTHB
BIOBCTBYIOITIEH HMIIEPATPHUIIEL. »

OH CHOBa CTPaHHO ITOCMOTPEJ Ha MEHS ¥ OTBETUJI: «IJTO IIpaBfa, eciu Ovl M3abensa crana Moei
UMIEepaTpUIeH, s, BO3MOKHO, CMOT Okl OBICTPO CBEPTHYTH BIOBCTBYIOIIYIO UMIIEPATPULy, HO
BITOCJIE[ICTBHUY MHE IIPUIIIIOCEH OBl CpaXkKaThCA 3a OKOHYATEIbHYIO BIIaCTh C COOCTBEHHOM XKeHoU. MHe
KaXKeTCs, CUTyallus, B KOTOPOH S HaX0XKyCh ceyac, HAMHOT0 JTy4Ile».

4 cnokoiHO CcKa3asna eMy: «M UMeHHO IT03TOMY 5 Mo37paBuia Bac».
OH HaxMypHCH.

«CTpaHHO...» Y MeHs IIepecoxyio BO PTY. & X0Tesa BEIIUTEL BOOH, HO S HE MOTJIa IIOIIPOCUTD €T0 00
atoM. OH mpomoyKui: «Tel Befemns cedst 04eHb CTPAHHO».

4 mocmoTpera Ha HETO u 0TBeTHA: «51 Bemy ce0s1 COBEPIIEHHO HOPMAaJTbHO».

«HeT, B 0OBIYHOW CHUTyAIIWH, Thl OBl MEHSI PACKPUTHKOBaJIa. brHa, KOTOPYIO S 3HAI0, 0053aTeIbHO
CBbsA3BUIA OBL.»

Korpa oH Ha3Basy MeHs [0 UMEHH, 5 3afpoxkara. MHe Ka3ajioch, YTO OH HaHeC yap MHe IPSIMO B
ceppaue. YTo 9T0 OBUIO 32 YYBCTBO?

OH Me[IeHHO MOXJIoNall MeHs II0 IIeKe, 3aTeM IOJIOXKUJI fajiel] Ha MOU T'YGBI.

Ero nuno HpI/I6J'II/ISI/IJ'IOCb K MOEMYy, U 4 BOOGH.IG He CMOrJjia JIBUTAThC. Y MEHS He OBLIIO JXKeJIaHUS HU
0exaTh OT HEero, Hu OTKAa3kIBATE €MY.

K cuacTslo, 0H He nonenioBan MeHs. OH IIPOIIeNTaNl MHE Ha yXO.
«Tebe HEXOPOLIO?»

&>



«MMM?»
Moe Teno ropeno.

)%k

4 3Hamna, yto JIyKpeuuii ObIST OlepKUMBIM HYe0BeKoM. Korfia oH 4ero-To XoTeJl, OH IIeJ J0 KOHIIa.
H3-3a 3TOr0 €ro noBegeHune 4acTo 0eCIOKONIIO MEHSI.

«Tenepb, Korga g myMaio 06 9ToM, ThI TOKa3asiack MHe O7eqHOM, KOTla BOIIIa B 3Ty KOMHATY».

Ero mo6 kocHymcs moero. Korga s mouyBCcTBOBaja €ro MPOXJIafHy0 KOXKY, S IIOHSJIa, YTO MHE
MefCTBUTEILHO 0YEHb XKaPKO.

Yro mpoucxonurt!?

OH He o0paTuJl BHUMaHUS Ha MO€ BOJIHEHHE.
OH 3asaBun: «Y Te0s ompeaeeHHO XKap».
«Hert, HET, 3TO HE Tak».

OH 1on0XKuI PyKy MHe Ha 7100.

«Her, y Te6st kap». OH TaKxKe KOCHYJICS MOEH IIeH ¥ TBepPa0 KUBHYI. «THl BCSI TOPHIIb. TH OYEHb
MHOTO paboTasa B IocienHee BpeMs. TH IleperpykeHa paboToi?»

K aToMy MOMEHTY 5 y2Ke He CJIBbIIIaja ero CJoB.
Bce, 4To 51 MOT/Ia fenaTth, 3T0 CMOTPETh Ha €ro IPymdb.

Brina cepenuHa gHst. Mbl ObUIH Ha ero paboueM mMecTe. JIyKpeluii OblT MOTHOCTHIO OAET, HO S
ITPOMOIKasa JyMaTh O TOM, KaK OH BHITJISIIENT IO IIIeJIKOM U JIbHOM, KOTOPBIe OH HOCHII.

Ero 6rmemHas Koxa ... UHTepecHO, Kakas OHa Ha OIIYTIb ...
«0, HeT!»

Moe CMylLieHune 1'IO60pOJ'IO MOIO 6J'Ial"0pa3YMHOCTB. 4 monwiTanack YCKOJIb3HYTh, HO OH €Ille Kpemnm4de
00Hs11 MeHs. Ero ronoc cTan ouyeHb CEPLE3HBIM.

«B ueM meno?»
«IMM...»
Moe nu1o roperso.

Yro 5 monkHa cKa3aTh? Ecnu 51 He maM eMy yOeOUTEIbHOTO OTBETA, S 3HaJla, YTO OH HE OTIYCTUT
MEHS.

MHe Ka3aiock, YTO MOM MO3T TaeT. YTO MHe cKa3aTh eMy? f mojizkHa Oblla YTO-TO CKa3aTh.
¢ He Morya cka3aTb eMy IpaBpay. J npencrasinsia ero roneiM! Kak s Moriia cka3aTh eMy 06 aToM?

4 HaKoOHeII IIpuayMajla OTBET U Ha4daJla TOBOPUTEL, 3aUKafCh.



«JI-gerno B ToM...! Mot KOpCeT CIUIIKOM TyroH ...! I s 4yBCTBYI0 cebst HEKOM(pOPTHO!»
«,.»

OH cnoKo#HO cMOTpen Ha MeHs. Kasanoch, 0H 00fyMEIBae€T MOM OTBET.

K cyacTsio, OH ITOBEPUIT MOEMY 00BSICHEHHIO.

«[a, OyMal, 3TO UMe€eT CMEICII. TBOs Tanus BRIT/ISAAEIa HaMHOTO yYXe, 4eM g IIOMHMUJI, IIO3TOMY 4 1
YOUBUIICA. »

«,.»
OH Bcerpga faBaJll Takue pa3npazxKalwliie OTBETHI.

qa HpO60pMOTaJ'Ia: «CaMaHTa u ATHeC CKa3ajd MHE, YTO MHE HY2KHO BRITTIAOETH JIYUIIle, 4eM 06BI‘-IHO,
TaK KaK MEHS YBUOAT MHOT'H€E JIIOOU. Onu 3aTAHYJIM KOPCET €Iro HaMHOI'0 CUJIbHEEe, 4eM OOBIYHOY.

OH ynBIOHYICS.
«Torga, MoxeT OBITh, I 0CJIA0JII0 ero?»

«!»
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