I'nasa 49
Yto 3a uepT!

4 He cobupasnack MIPOUTPLEIBAThL 3Ty OUTBY. A IMOCMOTpesNa MPsIMO MY B I'/la3a U OTBeTHUa: «Baiie
BBICOUECTBO, UMIIEPATOP>.

OH HaxMypHJICA U Cell PSAAOM CO MHOM Ha KpPOBaTh.

¢ momyMbIBaa CIIPHITHYTH C KPOBaTH M y0exkaTh, HO S 3HaJla, YTO He CMOTY onepenuTs ero. OH Ol
YOUBUTEILHO aTIETHYEH, a I MOSI CIIOPTUBHAS ITOATOTOBKA COBCEM HUKY[a He TOOuiach.

OH IOTSIHYJICA KO MHE ¥ HEKHO KOCHYJICSI MOel 1eu. MHe Ka3aloch, 4TO II0 MOeMY TeJly II0JI3eT
3Mes WX S0BUTHIY NayK.

OH KOCHYJICSI MOero 1moxbopoaKa 1 IOBEPHYJT MOe JIUIIO0 K cebe.
OH cka3zaj: «f 3Ha, 4To 3T0 OyHIeT HelIerko».
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«Ho aTo Gomblne, yeM 51 0xkunasn. Tel Bcerma MeHs YIUBIISeIIh. »
¢ He Moryia He ChbSI3BUTE.

«4r0? Brl mymanu, 4To A9 MeHs Oy[eT YecThbio cTaTh 00beKTOM Baimei mo6Bu? [Jymaete, 1 0€3yMHO
BIII00IIOCEH B Bac B oTBET?»

9T0 OBIJIO MOe O0JIbHOE MECTO C IIOOPOCTKOBOT'O BO3pPacCTa. Hoquy HEKOTOPBEIE MY2KYWHEI CHUTAIOT,
YTO XKEHIIWHEBI OOJIZKHEI OTBEYATh B3AMMHOCTBHIO Ka2KIOMYy MYXKYHKHE, KOTOpBIfI BITIOOMJICS B HUX?

JT1O0T MYXK4YWHA, DJOJIZKHO OBLITH, 0Xugaa OT MeHsS UMeHHO 9Toro. OH JeHCTBUTEIIBHO OyMall, 9TO g YXKe
OOJIZKHa OBlsIa B HETO BIIIOOUTHCS.

4 3Halo, 4TO MHOTHE OeBYIIKY ObUIM Obl 3aMHTEPEeCOBaHH B HEM. Benukosenusii uMnepaTtop! [Tmoxoun
MaJIbY¥MK, KOTOPHIH 3a060TUTCS TOJIBKO 0 Tebe!

OmHako s 3Ha/a IpaBAy. f TOYHO 3Hasa, YTO OH He OBUI repoeM J1I000BHOTO poMaHa. JIykpenuii
HUKOTA He CTaHeT OECKOPBICTHRIM YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIH 6yIeT rOTOB yMepeTh 3a JT000BE.

Ecnu OBl OH MOT TIOIYYUTh TO, YTO €My OBLIO HyKHO, TI03KEPTBOBAB CBOE BO3/II00/IEHHOM, S 3Hala,
YTO OH CHejlaeT 3TO B OOHO MIHOBEHUE.

OH yCMeXHYJICS ¥ OTBETHUII: «f 3HA0, YTO THI HE M3 TAKUX HEBYIIEK».
«... X0po11Io0.»

4 Ovina pafia, 4TO OH BCe ellle OBIJT B CBOEM yMe.

OH yneIOHYICS.

«$1 BUXKY, 4TO ITOJTHOCTBIO TTOTEPSITT TBOE IOBEPUE».

«BEBI yOUBIIEHE 9TUM, VYUTHIBas HeaBHEe IIPOUCIIECTBUE?»



«...HaBepHOE, HET, U ¥ MEHS HET [AJII 3TOT'0 OIPaBHAHUS».
4 ropbKO yIEIOHYIACH.
«Tak peKpaTUTe UrPaTh B UTPHI».

HekoTopoe BpeMsi OH HU4ero He ropopui. OH TOCMOTpPes Ha Moe 0e33MOIIMOHaIbHOE JIUII0 U THXO
crpocun: «Thl He OOUIILCSA?»

«Yero?»

OH KOCHYJICSI MOMX IIJIeY U OTBETUII: «TO 5T BO3bMY Tebsi 6e3 TBOEro COTacusi».

4 B3gporHyna. fd He cMOT/Ia CKPBITh CTPax Ha cBoeM jule. OH BHITJISIAeN] pa304apOBaHHbIM.
«f BUXKY, 4TO TIOTHOCTHIO IIOTEPSII TBOE HOBEPHUE>.

«,.»

«41 He 3Ha0, MOBEPUILb THl MHE UM HET, HO 5 X04y, 4TOOHI TH 3HaJIa, YTO CO MHOM THI Bcerga Oymelrnb
B Oe30macHOCTH. {1 He HapYIIy CBoe o0ellaHue.»

4 3Hanma, 0 KakoM obemntaHuy OH roBopuT. OH obelan MHe, YTO, IO TEX IO, ITOKa S 3TOTO He 3aX0uy,
OH HMYETO He chejaeT.»

¢l HemoBepPUYMUBO [TIOCMOTPEIIA Ha HETO.

Ou npopomxui: «I[ToxamyiicTa, He CMOTPY Ha MEHS TakK CEepPAUTO. Thl BHTISAUIIDb TakK, OYOTO X04elllb
BOH3UTb B MEHSI KMHXaJI, KaK MOSI IPEOBIAYILIAst XKeHa.»

«... Y MeHS maxke HET KMHKasa».

«Ho, ecmu OB B3rIs140M MOXKHO OBITIO YOUTD, S OB y2Ke ObLT MEPTB».

4 momxkHa Oblna yOeTUTHCS, YTO OH OEeUCTBUTEILHO cOOMpascs caepxkaTh CBoe obellaHue.
4 cupocun: «Bel... IpaBfa COAEPXUTE CBOE CIIOBO?»

«KoHe4yHo.»

OH 3By4an ucKpeHHe. OH yIBIOHYJICS MHE U 3aJI02KUJI MOM BOJIOCH MHE 3a yX0. OH OblsT He0OhYaiHO
MHUJIBIM.

OH npopmomkui: «f 04eHb JKagHBIU YeloBeK. d Xx04dy, 4TOOH MOS JKeHIMHA Oblna MOTHOCThI0 MOEH,
OYLION U TEeJIOM».

«... 51 HUKOrma He M03BOII0 cebe OLITh Ybel-I100 COOCTBEHHOCTRIO.

«IToxanyiicTa, He BOCIPHHIMAaM MOHU CJIOBa TaKUM 00pa30M. f He UMeI0 B BUAY, YTO XOUy BlafeTh
To0OM. {1 mpocTo ... I uMen B BUAy, 4To OyAy KOaTh, IOKa THl HE 3aX04elllb MEHS.»

¢ He MOTJIa TOHSITH 3TOTO YesloBeKa. & MPOCTO TYIO yCTaBUIACh Ha HETo. JIyKpenuii ynbIOHyICsS MHE
KaK MaJIeHbKHUU MaJIbYUK ¥ OTBETUJI. DTO Oblyla TaKasl HeBUHHASA YIHIOKA.

«Ecnu TH He XO4YelIllb MEHS, TO HET CMEIC/Ia HaCUJILHO OEePXKaThb TeOs psAooM. THI CTOHUIIBL TOTO, YTOOBI



TeOs XKOaThb.»

OH B3$1JT MOIO PYKY U IIOIIeJI0BaJ €€ THUIHHYIO CTOPOHY.

«ThHI MOXKEIIh CHieNaTh ONHY BEIb [JIT MEHI?»

«... Kakywo?»

«IToxamyucTa, Ha30BU MEHS 110 UMEHU».

4 Onina cOuTa Cc TONKY. & He MOTjIa MOHSTH ero.

OpHo Ov110 sicHo. OH uMen BnacTh Haf BceM. OH MOXKET B35ITh MEHS B 11000e BpeMsI.

HeCMOTpH Ha 3TO, OH BCe€ €eIlle MPHUXO0ONUJI KO MHE CMUPEHHO 1 9YECTHO. OH OBL XUIMHUKOM B 3THX
OTHOIIIEHUAX, HO OH OBLTT OUEeHb BHUMATEIbHBIM.

OH TakXe «CIpalluBalI» MEHs, a He «IIpUKa3kiBal» MHE WK 3aKII09al CO MHOM CHENKY. OTO OB
TIEPBHIM pa3, KOTHa OH TaK HEKHO pa3roBapuBajl CO MHOM.

91 He MOTJIa IIPSIMO OTKA3aTh eMy. DTO MOXKET CTaTh HayasioM 0ojiee OBEPUTEIbHEIX OTHOUIEHUH MJIs
Hac 000uXx.

[Tocne monrux KonebaHuit S OTKPHLIA POT.

«JIyx ... penuu.»

He cTousio MHe 3TOrO genarTk.

Kak TombKO s mpor3Hecaa ero uMs, U3MeHUII0Ch BCe.
keksk

«TrI Ke 3Haelllb, YTO THI CHeana, BepHo, JIunuaHa?»

3a yeTHIPHAMAIIATE JIET ee XXKU3HU ee MaTh HUKOTHa He Oblyla K He# moOpa. Ee romoc ceromgus Ot
0COoOeHHO myramuM. JIniraHa B CTpaXe CheXUIach ¥ KUBHYTIA.

«Jda, Mmama.»
«Ecnu TH TaK XOPOIIIO 3TO 3Haelllb, TO CKaXXKW MHE».

Ona OblyTa IPUHIIECCOM, U ITO3TOMY OHa Obllla CaMOM BHICOKOTIOCTaBJIEHHOM AEBYIIKOW B 9TOM
KopoieBcTBe. Ho mpsiMo ceyac ee CTaTyC HE CMOXKET ITOMOYb €.

C MOMEHTa ee POKIEHUS ee CTAaTyC HUKOTa He ObIT Y4EM-TO XOPOIIUM IS Hee 110 OOHOU MTPOCTOM
npuurHe. [ToToMy 4TO OHa OBla [OYEPhI0 UMITepaTPULIbl KaTIsHUPHL.

JlunuaHa fpoxkaina, 00bsICHSAS: «4... 9 He ycnenuna 3a Po3oii, u 3To omo30puio Tebs nepepn
VMIIEPATOPOM U €r0 KEeHOU».

KaTnsHupa 3apeiyana ¥ cpocunia: «Pa3Be B 9ToM mpuyuHa? [logymaii erme.»

&>



FYGI:I JInnraHs 3aAP0KaJiki, KOTrda OHa IIbITaJIaCh IIPUOYMATh J'Iy‘-IH.IPII:I OTBET, HO HE MOI'JIa.

Karnsuupa cepauTo 3akpudana: «IIpobnemMa B TOM, YTO TH pogunach! Tel He [onkKHa Oblsia
ponuTthcs, Oecronie3Has UANOTKa!»

JlunvaHa CIIBIIANa 9TO MHOT'O pa3, HO KazK[bIH pa3 3T CJI0Ba paHunu ee. Ee Temo gpoxkano, 6ygTo
ee yoapuiau HOXKOM, HO HUKTO He MOT 3alllUTUTh ee.

«Thl momXkHa Ovlna yMepeTs! BmecTo aToro TH yousna csoero Opata-6nu3sena! Kak Tel MoxXKeIb XUTh
c atuM! Ecnu Ol ToMumnuc BeIKUJI, MHe OBl He IIPULUIOCH BUAETH 3TOr0 yOnoaka JIykperus Ha
TpoHe!»

Ee Opat-0/113Hel] ymMep [0 TOT0, KaK eMy UCIIOJIHUJICS T'0f, U C TeX 0P OHa CTaja 00beKTOM rHeBa
CBO€U MaTepHu.

Ecnu 661 ToMumuc BIKuUI, eMy 6110 661 14 11eT, ¥ 0H MOT OBl CTATh COIEPHUKOM JIyKperus.

Brita 6wt GobIas BEPOATHOCTB, UTO Tomumnuc crtana Ok HOBEIM HMIIEPATOpPOM, a KaTJ'IHHI/Ipa IIpaBHuJia
B Ka49€CTBE PETeHTa.

«TBI XOTBH TTIOHUMaeIb, 4TO JIyKpelnil fefaeT co MHOU?» - 3aKpryaia KaTnsHupa uCTepudecKu:
«CeromHst yTPOM MOM 3aBTPaK CHOBa OblI oTpaBieH! [10MKHO OBITH, 3TO OBIT OH, HO Y MEHS HeT
[OKa3aTeIbCTB!»

BmoBcTByIOIIas uMmepaTpuiia 1 JIyKkpenuii OTpaBiIsaid ey OPYyT APyTra U MOCHIIaIN YOUNIl KaXKIbe
napy gHel. 3To Ob10 0OBIYHBEIM sSBIeHUEM. [Taxe JIunmraHa, KoTopas Obla ele pebeHKoOM, 3Hajla
3TO.

«HW3-3a aToro yOnogKa g He MOTY [azKe BBITUTH BOAHI 6€3 CTpaxa OTPaBUTHCS!»

Ee kpuK OBITT PE3KUM U IIPOH3UTENILHLIM. Ee sipocTh Oblsla HalpaBieHa Ha ee COOCTBEHHYIO J0Yb,
KOTOpas He MOIJIa 3allUTUTh ce0s UM [aTh OTIIOP. DTO OBIIO HECIpaBeJIMBO, HO HUYEro He
IIofesaelllb.

«3T0 Bce TBOos BuHa! Ecyu Ob1 TH yMepiia BMecTo ToMumuca, Bce Obio Obl B mopsigke! Katnsguupa
0e32KaJIoCTHO YIIUIIHYJa I0Yb 3a CIUHY. «[[oMUMO TOTO0, UTO Thl yOHIIa CBOero cO6CTBEHHOTO OpaTa,
THI €Ille ¥ UCTIIOPTUJIa KHU3Hb CBOEMY KEeHUuxy!»

JlunvaHa onycTuia ronoBy. M3HauaneHo JInnnaHa momKHa Oblla BEIMTH 3aMyXK 3a HaclegHUKa
MapKu3a TopyKa, KOTOPHIY TakxKe OB ee OBOIOPOOHEIM OpaTtoM. CBamb0a momKHA Oblia COCTOSITHCS B
ciepyoeM rogy, u 6narogapst 9ToMy Opaky BOOBCTBYIOIas uMnepartpulia Katnsaupa Hagesnach
YKPEIUTh CBOM CTATyC. OTO ObLT pa3yMHBbIH MOMUTUYECKUM OpaK.

TeMm He MeHee, ITOCTIe UHIUEHTA C OTPaBiieHueM buHbl, Mapku3y TopyKa IOACTaBUIU, a UMIIEPATOP
JIUIINAII JBYX €€ CHIHOBE! BO3MOXKHOCTH YHACJIeHoBaTh TUTYI. JIVKpeIui TakxKe 1M03a00THUIICS O TOM,

yTOOBI MapKu3 TopykKa He MOT YCHIHOBUTD HACJIeHUKA C TEM OIPaBIaHNEM, YTO OH ellle [OCTATOYHO
MOJIOMI, YTOOBI POOUTH 3aKOHHOT'O CHIHA.

BpoBcTByIOIas MIepaTpuIia 130 BCEX CHJI CTapasiaCh HAUTH eMy HOBYIO HEBECTY, HO OBITIO 0YEHB
TPYIHO HAaWTH 67IaropofHble CEMbHU, KOTOPhIe OBUIM ObI TOTOBHI OTHATH CBOMX JOYEPEN YETIOBEKY,
KOTOPHIN OPOCHUII CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO JKEHY B TEMHHUIIE.

HpI/I TaKWX YCIIOBUAX €OUHCTBEHHBIM BAPXMAHTOM OCTaBalldCh XKeHuTb0a Ha XKEeHIIMHEe C HU3KUM



CTATyCOM, HO 3TO HaHECET OTPOMHEIH yuiep6 cembe TopyKa.

KaTtnsHupa 3HaNa, 4YTO TaK CPHIBATHCS HA I0Ybh HE UMEET CMBICTIA, HO e¥ HYKHO OBITIO CHATH CTPECC.
[Tocne cMepTu ee MyxXKa BCe IIOLUIO HallepeKocsk. Kpome Toro, oHa 6bista 6epeMeHHa U el ObII0
TPYAHO KOHTPOIMPOBATh CBOU SMOIIUH.

Ee cTapimast qous Oblna upgeanbHOU XKepTBOH. JIunuaHa Oblyta 6€CITOMOIITHA.

«TBoero GpaTa TebOe ObITT0 HemocTaToOuHO? Tebe 3aX0Ten0Ch YHUYTOKHUTD CBOETO KEHUXA U CEMBIO
Topyka?»

HepeBenﬂ ObIXaHW €, BOIOBCTBYIOIAsA UMII€PATPHUIIA I103Baj/id KaMEPHUCTOK.

«IIpuHecuTe MHE po3ru!»
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