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Kro-TO 0oT9assHHO 3Baj MeHs. {1 o6epHyach.

4 yBupena ero scHble 3eeHble T1a3a. OH exXa IO4YTH HapaBHE CO MHOU.

On kpuuan: «OcTaHOBUACH! ITO omacHO!»

4 Bopyr mouyBcTBOBasa cebs 6yHTapKoii. [ToueMy s He MOTYy eXaTh Tyda, KyOa 3axouy?
4 nokauarsa rojoBou U KpukHyna: «Het!»

HiMriepaTop YOUBUIICS - OH IPUKYCHUN T'yOy U Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO CEKYH/ OTIIYCTHII IIOBOAbS ¥ BCTAJl Ha
CBOIO JIOIIanb. YTO OH IBITAETCS CHOEJATh?

4 cnplliana, Kak CIYyTU M KaMepPUCTKY Kpudalu u3fganeka.
«HET!»

«Barire BLICOUECTBO!»

«3TO omacHO!»

BHe3amHo 0OH 3amphITHYI Ha MOIO JIOIIab. S mymMasa, 4To MOe CepAlle OCTAHOBUTCS IIPSIMO B 9TOT
MOMEHT.

[Toka s TIBITaIach MOHSTh, YTO IIPOU30IIIIO, OH CIIOKOMHO CeJl II03aiX MeHs U 3a0pajl y MeHs IIOBOMbS.
OH CUIBHO OEepHYJ UX Ha3al, XU YEPHBIM KOHb 3aMe[JInJICH.

Jlomrapb MOJTHOCTBIO OCTAHOBHIIACh. CIyru OBICTPO MoGexkaju K HaM, HO S elle He MOTJIA SICHO
coo0paxarTk.

['yOnl uMIIepaTOpa MPUKaCaNuCh K MOEH IlIee, ¥ OH TSXKEJI0 OBIIIall.

4 yyBCTBOBAsIa MOKaJbIBaHUE B Iajbl[ax. MHe MIPUIUIOCh TIOMAaCCUPOBATh JIEBbIE MaJIbIL IPaBOU
PYKOM.

4 eme npeOriBaja B MIOKE?

MHe cTano ZKapPKO OT TOr'O, 4YTO OH CHUOEN TaK 0/11M3K0 KO MHe. f meITanach He 06pamaTb Ha 3TO
BHUMAHHUA U Ha4adJld 2KdJIOBATLCSA €My

«Kaxk Brr mornu! f TOnbKO Hauajla BECEIUTLCH...»

OH He cpa3y oTBeTmI. OH BCe ellle TSKeno ablran. [Ipexe yeM s IPOHoIXKuia FOBOPUTE, OH
IpepBaj MeHs:

«... HaunHarwoume Hae3gHUKY YaCTO COBEPIIAIOT OMKOKY, IBUTASICh CIUIIKOM OBICTPO, @ 3aTeM JIOMas
cebe IIEIO».

9l moxauasa rojgoBOIH.

«MeH4 Tak mpocTo He youts! K ToMy ke, s He Tak OBICTPO exainal»



OH rny00KO0 B3OOXHYII T03aau MeHs, OynTo s Oblyia peOEHKOM. 1 CHOBA pa303/IUIach.
4 xomopHOo mpoporkuia: «Cne3sTe ¢ nomanau. A obelrnato, 4To 6yay e3OUTh MEIJIEHHO.»

¢ cxBaTHIIa IOBOMbS, HO OH CHJIOM 3aCTaBUJI MEHS OTIYCTUTh UX. OH OBII CIMIIKOM CHUJIEH, YTOOR
COTIPOTUBIISITHCST EMY.

Yro oH meITancs caenatb? OH obelan MHE, UTO 5T CMOTY €3[0UTh BepxoMm!
«41 He mo3BOI0 TeOe exaTh OMHOM».
[ToueMy ¢ HUM OBIJIO TaK TPYOHO CETOOHS?

[Tpexpme yeM s ycresna MPUAYyMaTh OCTPOYMHEBIN OTBET, JIOIIAAb CHOBA Mo6GeKasa PHIChI0. ITO GBITI0
He TaK yXK MeJJIeHHO, HO ¥ He TaK OBICTPO, KaK MHE OBl XOTEJI0Ch.

4 ckasana eMy pa3fgpaXkeHHO: « MBI CIIUIIKOM TSXKeJIbl AJ1d JIoIanu!»
«HeT. OH gOCTAaTOYHO CUJIeH, YTOOB 6e3 ITpPo0ieM BLIHECTH HAc 000UX».

A cnpimmana YCMEIIKY B €TI0 T'oJIoCe. 4 cHOBa monkeITanack HavyaTh IIPpOTECTOBATE. IlBa 4emoBeKa,
0CO0EHHO TaKOTO KPYIIHOT'O TEJIOCIIOZKEHMsI, KaK OH, OBLITH OBl CIIMIIKOM TSI2KEJIBI [JIsI JIF000H JIOIIagu.
ME&I He MOTJIM TaK IIOCTYIIUTH C 3TUM KpacaBueM!

«OTtkyna Bel 3Haere?!»

«f mpeKpacHO 3TO 3Hal0. KAHOH MOXKET BhIAepKaTh Halll BEC».

«KaHOH?»

«Tak ero 30ByT».

OH nMacKoBO MMOTHamu JIomangb. I10X0xKe OH XOPOIIo ero 3Hal.

BHe3amHo s moHsa, IoYeMy CIIYyTH YIUBUIIKCH, KOTTIa 51 BhIOpasia MMEHHO 3Ty JIOIIab.
Heyxenu 970 ...  HEpEILIUTEIbLHO CIIPOCUIIA €ro:

«3T10 Bara nomanms?»

«la. MHe momapuiu ero B eHb, KOTHa S pOOUICs. MBI, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, BEIPOCIIM BMECTE.
«K,.»

3aTeM OH yKa3an Ha 0esyio Jlomab, CIeTyIOUIyio 3a HaMu.

«A 3Ta KpacaBulla, KOTOPYIO TH OTBepra, Onlia BeiOpaHa fsis Te0s. Ee 30ByT Bemnna. OHa
YHCTOKPOBHAs yegu. OHa MOoJIKHa OblIa CTaTh TBOMM IOOAPKOM, HO, K COXKAJI€HHIO, TH OTBEpPria ee
elie O0 TOT0, KaK s CMOT IOJapuTh ee Tebe.»

&, .»

Temeps s TOHsIA, TOYEMY BCe TaK CTPAaHHO CMOTPEJIM Ha MEHsI, KOrjia s BhIOpaia Y4epHOTo KOHS.
Haxe pu TOM, 4TO 5 ObIyIa JTI00MMOIL 2KEHOM 3TOT0 YesioBeKa, Bce paBHO OblI0 OBl Tpy60 HacTauBaTh
Ha TOM, YTOOBI €3IUTh Ha JTUYHOM JIOIIafKX UMIIEPaTOPa.»



...HaBepHoe, 5 BRIT/IsAENA KaK 130aT0BaHHbIM PEOEHOK.
¢ B3moXHYyJIa ¥ cHanach.

Kakoit menmounkbii yenoBek! Ecnu oH He x0Tel1, 4TOOH 5 e3[1Jia Ha ero JIoaay, IIoueMy OH II03BOJIUI
MHE CeCcTh Ha Hee?

«Xoporuro. [Ipoury npouenus. { nepecsiny Ha Apyryo jomans. Teneps Bel moBonbHE? [loMorute MHE
CITyCTUTBCS, YTOOHI 1 CMOTJIa MoKaTaThca Ha bense omgHa.»

«K,.»
OH pmonroe BpeMs He OTBedarl.

Korpga s yxe cobupanach 06epHYTECS, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh Ha HEr0, OH BHE3AITHO Pe3KO0 yOapuil
JIomank 1o OoKaM.

«Xal»

Cnenys ero npuka3y, KaHOH moHeccs BIepen Kak BeTep. ETo cKopocTh Obinia BEHIIIE BCETO, UTO 5
KOTTa-1100 UCIEITEIBAIA B CBOEH XKU3HU.

«$1 He mo3BoIIO Tebe exaTh OOHOU.
«YH-uT0?»

OH mpuXKascs JUIOM K Moel Iee. 1 mouyBCTBOBasa ero ry0sl Ha cBoel Koxke. OHM OBIIM TAKUMHU
XOJIOOHBIMH.

«,.»

&>

EnvHCTBEHHBIN 3BYK, KOTOPHIM 5 CIIbIIIala, - KOIbITa JIolagy, 6uBmrecs o 3emiio. iMmnepaTop Obi
npaB. K9HOH OBl HEBEPOSITHO BEIHOCTMB. OH Oexkaj Tak ORICTPO, OYOTO MBI HUYETO HE BECHIIH.

Yto 3a 3BepB!

4 mocMoTpena Ha Hero Tak X0JIONHO, KaK TOJIBKO MOTJja, Ho JIyKpenuii MATKO YIBIOHYJICS U
IIPOUTHOPUPOBAJI MOY TUXUU IPOTECT.

ITOT 4YesioBeK ObIT HEBEHIHOCUM!

Haxkownerr, st 60/bIlIe He MOTJIa 3TOI'0 TEPIETE.

4 ckazana emy: «OTIYCTU MEH».

OH crnpocun MeHs, Ioaapa3HuBasi: «3aueM? Thl XKe CKa3ajla, 4YTO X04elllb II0KaTaThCd Ha Jiomagu!»
4 cTucHyna 3yOwl ¥ oTBeTHUNA: «Jla, TaK YTO ITO3BOJIbTE MHE €XaTh OIHOM!»

«... ITO CIHUIIKOM OIIacHO. Mos XKeHa - HaurHalolllasg Hae3JHUIIa, KOTOpPadA HEe IIOHUMA€ET, 4TO OHa
HOBHYOK, IIO3TOMY 4 IIOKd HE MOT'Y IIO3BOJIUTH el exaTh B OOUHOYKY».

«41 oberato, 9To He Oymy exaTs OBICTPO!»



«Jlake ecNu U Tak, 5 BCe paBHO Te0e He TT03BOJII0.»

OH Ben ce0s Hepa3yMHO. [ToueMy?

MHe cTasno XKapko OT ero 6J1u30CTH. f BCIIOMHHKIIA ero ry0kl Ha CBOel IIiee.
Korpa s HUYero He OTBeTHWIA, OH CHOBa Hayasl OIPa3HUTh MEHS.
«HakoHelU-TO TH yCOKOuIack. Mos KeHa Takas IIalyHbs!»

¢ 3abbyTa 0 CBOEM CMYIIEHUH U 3aKpUyaia: «¢f He IanyHbs!»

OH COKOWHO OTBeTUl: «KOHEUHO, THI IIaNyHbs. f HUKOT[a B XKU3HU HE BCTPeYasl TaKUX AEP3KUX
KEHIIuH!»

KoHeuHO, He BCTpeyar. 1 xe U3 COBepUIEHHO APYroro Mupa. Y MeHs 65710 aGCOMOTHO APYyTroe
MBIIIJIEHKE, B OTIMYKMeE OT MECTHHIX XKEeHIIWH.

Ilo HemaBHETO BpeMeHHN OH OBLIT €JUHCTBEHHBIM HACJIEAHUKOM IIPECTOJIA. Kaxpmas KeHIIMHA C
YBaXX€HHEM OTHOCHIIAaCh K HEMY C CaMOI'0 €ro POXKIOEeHUd.

4 Ovlna gpyroi.

4 BBICOKO TMOJHSIa TOJIOBY ¥ OTBETHNA: «f YHUKAJIbHBIA 3K3EMILISP B 9TOM MUPE, I0O3TOMY MOXKETE
CYMTaTh ce0sT CHACTIMBUYMKOM. BBl 2KeHaTHl Ha CaMOX HeOOBIYHOM KeHIIrHe B 3ToM Mupe. Hy, mo
KpanHeu Mepe, BpeEMEHHO.»

«BpemeHHO?»

Ero rosmoc mpo3By4an pe3ko. {1 mombiTanach 00epHYTHCS, YTOOL YBUAETD €T0 JIUIO, HO eT0 PYKU
C3KaJIMCh BOKPYT MEHSs, II03TOMY 1 He MOTJIa IOIIeBeIUThCSI. Y MeHs He ObllIo BEIOOpa, KpoMe Kak
CIIPOCHUTS, He TSI Ha Hero:

«BrI yxke 3abbiu? Hamm gorosop. {1 momorato Bam ceituac, a Ber o6elriany, 4To IOMOXKETe MHE
II03XKe.»

>

«$] Bcerya BHIIIOJIHSIIO CBOM OOellaHus. 4 chesnaio Bce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOB ITOMOYh Bam ¢
BIOBCTBYIOIIEN umneparpueii. [lostomy, Bel momKHEL COOTIOCTU BHIIOIHEHUE COEIKU CO CBOEH
CTOPOHEL. Brl 06elianu MoMo4Yb MHE BEPHYTHCS OMOM. [IOKHHYThL 3TOT 3aMOK.»

«K,»
[Toyuemy oH He oTBeuan MHe? [ToueMy oH MoT4asn?
¢ Hayasla HEPBHUYATH, KOTTla MOJTYaHue 3aTSAHYIIOCh.

Korpa g COGI/IpaJ'IaCB IIOBTOPUTHE CKa3aHHOE, OH HpOGOpMOTaH: «YTO THI 6YJIGHIL noejiaTh, €CIIN g He
COEepXKYy CBOE oﬁemaHHe?», - OH CKa3aJll 3TO O4YE€Hb THUXO0, HO 4 CJIbIIIaJia KaXKaoe CJIOBO.

B 9TOT pa3 MHe IPULIIOCh 00EPHYTHCS. f1 BHIIPSIMUTIACH, M 9TO 3aCTABUIIO €T'0 HEMHOTO 0CJIa0uTh
XBaTKy. {1 BOCIIOJIb30BalaCh BO3MOXKHOCTBIO ¥ TIOBEPHYJIACh K HEMY JIUI[OM.



4 cxBaTua ero 3a BOPOTHUK U MPUTSHYIA K cebe. B ero 3eyeHbIX rf1a3ax s yBUeNa yIUBIEHHE.
4 JyeTKO mpou3Hecsa Kaxaoe cloBo: «ECu TE 9TOTO He CHeNlaellb, S HUKOra Te0s He POy ».
«,.»

«Jlazke mocyie MOel CMepTH 51 HUKOT[Ia He POy Tebs».

«... XOpo1Io.»

HecMmoTps Ha cepbe3HOCTh CUTYaAllMU, 3TO BCE, YTO OH MHE CKa3all.

4 cobupanack cKa3aTh YTO-TO, KOTHa OH IOCMOTPEN Ha MEHSI CBEPXY BHU3.

«A? ..I»

OH nolenoBaI MEeHs.

[Toka s bITasach OTOUTHCS OT HETO, er0 PyKU 0OBUIMCH BOKPYT MEHSI, CJIOBHO OI'POMHAs 3Mes.
4 oka3asachk B JIOBYILIKE, KaK MaJieHbKas MBIIIKA.

&>

HpOH.U'IO MHOT'O BpeMEHHU IIpexKae, 4eM OH OTIIYCTHUII MEH4. Camoe BpeMs, IIOTOMY 4YTO 4 YK€ Ha4dalla
3a0bIXaTbCA.

[Toka st mpeOkIBajia B OlleNIEHEHUY, OH OTIIYCTUJI MEHS U CJie3 C JIOMIany.

f maxe He 0CcO3HaBasla, YTO JIOLIAMb [lepecTaa ABUraThCsa. Bee U3-3a aToro nouenys!
OH U34IIHO NPOTSAHYJ MHE PYKY.

«Tenepb MOXKeTe CIIyCKaThCs, MUTIEON>.

f He Morya MOHATH, 0 YeM OH AyMall.

Moii pa3ym omycTer.

¢ He BUMeNa €ro PYKy U CJIyT, KOTOPHIE TIONOULTH K HaM. Bce, 4To s mpoposkana fnenaTh, 3TO
TTaHWYECKY TPSICTH T'OJIOBOM.

Cnyru Ha4aau CTPAHHO CMOTPETh Ha MEeHs, KOTa UMIIepaTop YABIOHYJICS ¥ IOTSIHY/I MEHS BHU3.
4 moTepsina paBHOBECHE U yIaia B ero 00bsATHS.

OOHSIB MeHSI, OH MPOOOPMOTa JOCTaTOYHO I'POMKO, YTOOB BCE BOKPYT MOTJIHM CJIBIIIAThH HAC:
«Mog XeHa Takas 3acTeH4YuBas. Tebe yxKe mopa MPUBLIKHYTh KO MHE.»

B 3TOT MOMEHT g BAPYT BCTPETUIACh B3TJISIAOM C KEM-TO U3 TOJIIIHL.

Bonbimue romy0ble T71a3a ApoKaau ¥ HAMOTHUIUCE cie3aMu. OHa IPUCTAIbHO CMOTPesia Ha Hac.

Jlucoert!
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