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Tepuor cropai oT cThima. OH MEITAJICS 3TO CKPHITh, HO S BCE PABHO 9TO BHAENA.
¢ mpourHopHpoBaja ero ¥ MaxHyJja pyKoH, 4ToOkI Tof03BaTh JIucheT Gnuxe.
«qutal»

«JIuc...!»

HauBHasa neou JIucbet IIPOUTHOPHUPOBAJIA IIPEOYIIPEKTEHNE CBOUX pOI[PITGJ'IGfI ¥ B3BOJTHOBAHHO
mogomia Ko MHe. OHa BCKPHUKHYIIA, YBUOEB MOHM YKPaAIlI€HUA BOIH3M:

«Ecnu g HageHy KpacuBoe IjlaThe U OparoleHHOCTH, KakK y Bac, MOHpaBIioCh Niu A IpuHIy? To ecTs,
“MIIepaTopy?»

JIucGer IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha MEHA KakK BITI00JIeHHAST MOJIodast JOEBYIIKa.

Ax, BoT oHO uTO! I HakoHe! moHsAIa. OHa He X0Tella HM MOETo IIJIaThs, HU yKpameHui. OHa Oblna
Bm00JIeHa B ©UMIIepaTopa.

Koneuno! Ecnu GBI OHa MOTJIa CTaTh KE€HOM Moj1000ro, KpacuBoro JIykpenusi, ceMbsi BoHaduT
HUKorga Obl He HyKaanack MHe. OHU OBl C PafOCThIO OTIIPaBUIIM ciofa JIucher.

WuTepecHo, 3Hana u JIncbeT, Kak BRITIsAAen JIyKpeluit, 1o TOro, KakK OHa IIpuexasa Clofa.
HaBepHsiKa, 0OHa MOTIJia Te-TO BUAETh ero MOPTPET. ITOr0 BIOJIHE MOIJIO OBITh TOCTATOYHO, YTOORI
MoJIofiast ieByIIKa 6e3yMHO BI0OUIIaCh.

Ecnu GBI replior ©MeJT BO3MOXKHOCTD BhIaTh JIncOeT 3aMyxk 3a JIyKpenusi, Korga OH ObLII TPHUHIIEM,
OH cpenas Obl 3TO B OIHO MrHOBeHue. JIncOeT Morya ObI OBITH IEPBOM M, BO3MOXKHO, €IMHCTBEHHOM!
JKEeHOM HacCJIeHUKA IIPeCcTosa. ITO OB OBl OTIMYHEIM IIAHC IIOCTABUTh CBOIO CEMbIO Ha MbeecTall
IIo4era.

OmHaKo ¥3-3a BIOBCTBYIOIIEH MMITEPATPHITH, CTIENUBIeH 3a TeM, YToO JIYKpeIuio He NoCTanach
JKeHa, KoTopas He OblTa OB HAa ee CTOPOHE, BCe [IeBYIIKH, OTIpaBIeHHbe B KpaHcuio, ObUIK
BBIHY2KI€HEI BEIXOOUTH 3aMyK 3a OBIBIIIETO HMIIEPATOpa. BOT moueMy MeHsI OTIIPaBUIIM BMECTO
JIucoer.

4 HakOHell ITOHATIa 9Ty UCTOPHIO OT HaYadJla XU JO KOHIIA.

4 HaTsiHy7na Ha ce0st yIeIOKYy 0oOpOoM CTapIiel CeCTPH. ITO cpaboTaso, moTomy uTo JIucher,
Ka3aJoCh, pacciaabuiach, KOTAa yBUAesa 3T0. JTOM JeBOYKOM OBIJIO Tak JIEerKO MaHUIYIUPOBATh.

4 moTtaHyma ee 3a pyKy K cebe u crmpocuia: «4To T UMeellb B BULY?»
Pacckaxu MHe BCce, OUTS.

['epuor u repIoruHs XOTEJIN OCTAHOBUTD CBOIO 04, HO CaMaHTa OBICTPO IMONOLUIA K HUM, YTOOH
TIPeI0XKUTh Yak u mecepT. YoauHoe BpeMs! OHH, Ka3amoch, mobauBanuck CaMaHTy, KOTopasi Gbia
BIUSITEIbHOM repriorutei B Kparncuu. OHU He MOTTIM 0TKA3aThCs OT €€ MPEeNI0KEeHHS.

OTnuunO! Bﬂaronapﬂ CamaHTe MHe yoanoChk YCIBIIIATh BCIO HCTOPHUIO OT JTucOer.

«Brl IepBas kKeHa uMIiepaTtopa, BepHo? OTell cKa3asl, 4To IepBas XKeHa ¥ uMIlepaTpHuila 00bI9HO



IIPOMCXOMAT U3 OOHOM CEMbH. Y UMIIepaTopa elle HeT UMIIepaTPHUIH ... [I09ToMy oTel] cKasajl, uTo
TOT (hakT, YTO UMIepaTop BrIGpas Bac, 03HayaeT, 4TO OH BLIOpas CeMbio AU, »

«...4TO, TIpaBAa?»
«Jla, TO3TOMY 51 CKOPO CTaHy MMIlepaTpuLeH...»
[ITexu meBYIIKY ITOKPaCHENH, Kak CIiesoe si0710KO.

Y Hee B rosoBe BMecCTO Mo3ra ObLu nBeTH? Ka3anoch, 4To, o MHeHuo JIucbeTt, oHa Onlyta caMoi
BAKHOU JKEHIMHOW B 3TOM KOpOJIeBCTBE. HoCHIIa MMIIEpPATOPCKYI0 KOPOHY ¥ CTOSIJIa PSIIOM C
UMIIEPATOPOM, a 5 CTOsI/Ia HeIlofaeKy, KakK MpUCyra.

¢ He Morya 9TOro BHIHECTU. [HEB HEYAEPKUMO IIOJHUMAJCS U3 TJIyOUHBI MOeH TPYIH.
91 3Haa, YTO OHH IUIOXHE, HO He IIOHKMMAJIa, HaCKOJIBKO.

4 oxwupamna, YTO OHU IOMIBITAIOTCS UCIIOIb30BaTh MOM HOBBIYA CTATyC B CBOMX MHTEpecax. f BeCh [IEeHb
K 3TOMY T'OTOBHUJIACE.

OpHako 9T0 OBIIO 3a IpeeIaMy BCETO, YTO s MOTJIa cebe mpeacTaBuTh. OHU HE IIPOCTO XOTEJIH
KYCOK ITHUPOTa; OHU XOTEJIHN ero BECh.

4 xonogHO mocMoTpesia Ha HuX. [ToHavYany pagu IPUINYUsS OHU BHITIISOENTH Tak, OyOTO
pacKauBaKiCh, HO 3aTEM OHU PEIINUJIM, YTO II0pa UATH BIEPEN CO CBOUM IIJTAaHOM.

[epuor BHIIPSAMUICS U 00bSICHUIL: «JIy4Ille BCero Ha3HAYUTh UMIIePaTPHUIly KaK MOXKHO CKopee. 3TO
IoYeTHas TPafULUS OIS UMIIEPATPULIBI U TIEPBOM KEHBI IPOUCXOOUTD U3 OJHOM ceMbU. TOT (HakKT,
YTO ero BHICOYECTBO BEIOpPAJI BaC B KAUYeCTBe IMEPBOM KEHEI, 03HaYaeT, YTO OH TaK¥kKe 3aX04eT
BBIOPATh UMIIEPATPHUIY U3 HAIIIEH CEeMbH».

Ero ToH u3MeHuUsCS ¢ Hadasna 9Tou BcTpeun. OH 0TOPOCHUI CBOM (PabIIUBEIN MOUTUTENIBHEIM TOH KO
MHe U Tellepb TOBOPMII IpsiMo. JIuiio CaMaHTH IIEPEeKOCUIIOCh, II0Ka OHa HalJlofiasna 3a 3ToU CIIeHOMH.

repI_IOI"I/IHH Aun HNCKPEHHE COT'JIaCHuJIaCh C MyZXKeEM. B sToM He OBIJI0 HUYEro YOUBUTEIIBHOTO. Ona
HEeHaBHeJla MeHs C TeX II0P, KakK s HpI/I6bIJ'Ia B KOJIOHUIO AuIl.

«DTO BIIOJIHE JIOTUYHO. B, mMpreMHas m04Yb BEJIUKOM ceMbi boHaduT, Ok BEIOPAHH B KAUECTBE
TIePBOM JKeHBI UMIlepaTopa. MIepaTop sIBHO X0TeJs, YTOOB HCTUHHAS No4Yb boHadwuTa Oblyla ero
uMIepaTpullei. B xkunax cembru boHahUT TeueT HaACTOSIIasA KOPOIEBCKas KPOBb, KaK Bl yxke
3Haere. Ero BEICOYECTBO KOTfia-HuOyAbh roBOpUil ¢ Bamu o Hac? f moHMMal0, YTO OH OBITT OYeHb 3aHST
IIOITOTOBKO# K CBOEI KOPOHAIUY, HO He CIIeAyeT JI UMIIePaTopy O0BABUTE O IIOMOJIBKe C JIucheT
KaK MOXHO CKOpee? Bbl JOIKHEI IPEJIOKUTE 3TO UMIIepaToOpy. Bo3MOXKHO, CerogHs Be4epoM Ha
nIprueMe mepen KOpOHALUEN...»

JIucOeT 3aCTEHUYMBO YHI:I6aJ'[aCB 1 K¥BaJla, ClIylIad pOHHTeHefI. 3aTeM OHa IIOBEPHYIIACh KO MHE U
CMOTPEJIa BEIZKHUAIOIIE, KaK pe6eHOK.

3HAYUT OHU OOSJIMCH TOBOPUTH C UMIIEPATOPOM, HO Y HMX XBATHJIO CMEJIOCTH OyMaTh, YTO OHU MOTYT
MCII0/Ih30BaTh MEHS, YTOOH yOemuTh ero?!

Xa! 4 mortepsina gap peun. Kak s Morta mogymaTh, YTO OHM OBIITH HOOPHIMY U IeAPHIMHU THOOAbMU? 51
IoyMaJjia, 9YTO OHHU OBIM 3aMedaTe/IbHEIMU, KOTMa S BIIePBHIE ITpHexasa, ¥ B TeYeHue Tofa OHU



3aboTunucey 060 MHEe. Kak g Morja OLITEH Tax ciena?
MHe cTaio II10X0, IIAOS Ha X XKaTHble JIUIA.
Ha mMoeM mnuiie, MOMXKHO OBIThH, ITOSIBUIOCH OTBpallleHre. B KOMHAaTe IIOBKUCIIO HANPSIXKEHNe.

JInc6eT, HECMOTPS Ha OTCYTCTBUE KAKUX-IM0OO0 BHIMAIOIIUXCS YMCTBEHHBIX CIIOCOOHOCTEH, HaKOHEI-TO
3aMeTusa, YTo YTo-To He TaK. OHa mopjoiia Ko MHe 671MXKe, HO 1 ”HCTUHKTUBHO OTTOJIKHYJIA €e.

Bce B koMHaTe 3aMOI4aIu.

JIucOeT Ka3anach NOTPSICEHHON. MenIeHHO OTCTyIas, OHa YyTh He yIaja C JIECTHUIIH, HO BOBpEMS
IorMalia paBHOBECHE.

Crnessl HAIIOJHUIIY €€ Tla3a, KoTrma OHa II0CMOTpesia Ha MeHd. «C-cecTpa?»
OHa BBITJISIfIeNa TaK, OyATO g yoapuia ee mo nuiy. Yo 3a abcypa.

¢ mpopmonkasa X0JI0MHO CMOTPETh Ha HUX. Takue XKafgHble OeCCThIIHbIE JTHUIIA.
Kak mMHe cnpaBUTBLCS ¢ HUMU? UTO MHE [eaTh?

4 mpumina ciopa ¢ miaHoM. Bes HeobxonuMas TOATOTOBKA Oblla IpoBefieHa. ViMmepaTop NpuHS
MOIO TIPOCHOY O IIOMOINY, II03TOMY ITaH ObUT roTOB. OOHAKO S IOHSJA, YTO 3TOro OyneT
HEeI0CTaTOYHO.

3JTtoro IIpoCTO OBITIO HEeIoCTaTO4YHO. MHe HY2KHO HEYTO ... Heurto Gomnkinee ...
MHue HyX€eH OBIJI IJTaH TIoJIy4Iae. YT0-TO, YTO 3aCTABUJIO OBl MEHS YyBCTBOBATH cebs JIyd41e.

HanmeeHHe BHUCEJIO B KOMHATe, KaK HeBUAUMas IejieHa. I HeB HAIlOJIHAI MEHs, IT0Ka S 06HYMBIBaJIa
HOBHIH ITaH. JIncOeT, Ka3anock, Oblia B moKe. OHa BHITJISIENA TaK, CJIOBHO C06I/IpaJ'[aCB 3aIljlaKaThb.

[eprior ¥ repIOTHHS BHITTISAETHA Pa304apOBaHHLIMY, HO He T00eXKOeHHBIMU. f 3Haja, YTO OHU
TIOTIBITAIOTCS IPUAYMATh YTO-TO, YTOOHI TEPEJIOMHUTH CUTYALHUIO.

[Toka Bce MbI yMasny, HeOXKUTAHHEIN PE3KUM 3BYK HapyLIU TULINHY.
BYM!
IIBepb I'POMKO pacnaxHy1ach, Kak U 10 3TOro, KOrfia s BopBajiach B KOMHATY.

HWwmmnepatop Jlykpenuii BOIIes OAETHIY B IOPa3UTEIbHEIN HapsAd, KOTOPHIY OAXOAUI IO MO€ IIjIaThe.
OH mUpPOKO YIBIOHYJICS, YBUIAEB MEHS, ¥ Iy4e3apHO MPUBETCTBOBAJI MEHS.

«0O, m060BL MOS!»

... 3TOT 4YeJIOBEK ... OH OKOHYATEJIbHO COIIEeN C YMa?
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