I'nasa 21: <['maBa 21>
«IloToMy 4TO 7 He x0uy!»

OH UCKpeHHe YIUBUIICS U TUXO MIP0oOOPMOTan: «3TO HEBEPOSITHO. 3a MOU 27 JIET XKU3HHU, TH - IepBasd
JKeHIIIMHA, 0TKa3aBIlasi MHe B ocTenu. [laxe Mos IepBas X)KeHa, KOTopasi HECKOJIBKO pa3 IbITalach
MeHs yOUTb, HM pa3y He OTKa3alla MHe».

Hy ma, moruuHo. Henb3s oTpUIlaTh, YTO OH YEPTOBCKU ropsd. [I0 HEJaBHETO BpeMeHHU OH OB
eOUHCTBEHHLIM HACJIeIHUKOM IIpecTosa. JIro6as keHIuHa Oblyia OB pajga BUIETh €ro B CBOeH
TIOCTEJTH, faXKe ecyid OBl 3HaJIa, YTO 3TO BCETO JIUIIb Ha OOHY HOYb.

Ho s Grina He U3 3TUX KpaeB. [laxe He U3 3TOro Mupa. ¢ 3Hasna npaeay o HeM. HecMoTpst Ha CBOIO
BHEIIIHOCTD, OH OBIJT XJTaZHOKPOBHEIM yOUUTIEH.

B MyXkbs 0H OpefesieHHO He TOOUJICS.

4 ckazana emy mpsamo: «Kpome TOro, TH MeHS He TIO0UIIIh».
«,.»

«W g Tebs He m0061TI0».

OH OBIJT OIIIETIOMJIEH.

[Tocne HECKOJIBKUX CEKYHI MOJTYaHUS OH YIBIOHYJICS M CIIPOCUIT: «3a4eM HYyzKHa J1II000Bb MEX[Y
MYyKUYUHOU U €T0 JXKEHOU?»

C atuM napHeM OBIJIO YTO-TO He Tak.
Bo3MoxkHO, 3meck 3T0 Ob17T0 HOpMOU. Ho He myist MeHs. 4 mokadasia ToJI0BOM.

«T®I ¥ BCe OCTaJIbHBIE MOXKETE CYUTATh, YTO 3TO B IMOPAAKE Bellled, HO He 5. f He X04y CBI3bIBAThCS C
KeM-TO, KOoro s He o0, Yto emre 6ojiee BaxKHO, s He MOT'Y HoBepsiTh Tebe. CraTh C KeM-TO, KOMY S
He [0BepSIo ... 4 He X04y 3TOro0.»

«Hy, 1o xpallHe! Mepe, IOCJIEOHUY apT'yMEHT s MOT'y IIOHATh, HO TH He IPUHUMAEIs BO BHUMaHUE
MO0 CUTYalHio».

«TBOIO CUTyalu?»

OH NPHUIIOTHSI MO¥ OAOOPONOK MasIblleM U MPOIIeNnTaa MHe. Sl YyBCTBOBAIA, KaK CHIILHO ObeTCs
MoOe CeppLe.

«MHe mpocTo Heo0X0OUM HaclaegHuK. Eciu BHOBCTBYOLIAS UMIIePaTPUIla POOUT [0Yb, 3TO HEe TaK
BaxXXKHO, HO, €CJIM Y Hee POOUTCS ChIH, 3TO OyaeT OrpoMHOM mpo6ieMoii. MHe HYXKeH CBIH, U KaK
MOXKHO CKOpee.»

«T-Torma BO3bMHU ellle KeH MU HaJIOXKHUI]! »

OH moxauas roynoBoi. «Eciu 51 coob11y 0 CBoeM HaMepeHUH B3siTh O0JIblIle KeH, BOOBCTBYIOLAs
UMIepaTpulla BMemaeTcs B 3T0. Korga meno moxogut fo BeIOOpa XKeHbl, OHa UMeeT HauboJibilee
BJIMSIHKE U IIPaBO Tojioca 10 3TOMY Bompocy. Pa3Be THl He oOpaTuiia BHUMaHUeE, YTO OHA BCE elle
JKUBET B UMIIEPATOPCKOM Kphiyie? EnuHCTBeHHAs IPUYKHA, 10 KOTOPOU ST CMOT Ha Tebe XKeHUThCS,



3TO TO, UTO 51 IPUHSJI 3TO pellleHre OBICTPO U HEOXKUIaHHO.»
Bot moueMy OH Ha3Hau4UIl MEHSI CBOEU KEHOU.

Oxn npopomxun: «TH IOHKMaelb, 0 4eM g roBopio? [Toka BHOBCTBYyMOIIAs UMIlepaTpulia He YUIeT Ha
TIOKOM, ¥ MeHsI He OymeT xKeH. OHa 3aCTaBUT MEHS XKEHUThCS Ha XKeHIIMHaX, KOTOPHIX BEIOEPET caMa,
u s Oyny B elrle Oosbiliedt omacHOCTH. [TokKa BOOBCTBYIOIIAS UMIIepaTpHUlla He OyIeT MoBepKeHa, Thl
OymeIb MOe eIUHCTBEHHON XKEHOM. DTO 3HAYUT, YTO Thl ~-€IMHCTBEHHKIH [IJIsT MEHS CII0C00
IIOJIy4YUTh HaCJIeqHUKa.»

4 HampArmacse.

B camom pmene? Ox mpaBaa cobupascs 3To caenaTh? YToOw MOMyYUTh ChIHA, HYXKHO caenaTth 9TO, Tak
BeOb?

¢ Havama mpoxath. Ero pyKu Kpemnko oOBUIMCH BOKPYT MOETO Ijieda U TaJIuH.
OH pmericTBUTENBHO cobuparncs ...?

4 xoTen 3aKpudaTh. ITO OBIJIO ITOX0XKE Ha [Ie’KaBI0 MOeH IepBO¥ HOUYM B 9TOM 3aMKe. Ho B TOT pa3
CTaporo uMIeparopa yousu, mo3ToMy Hudero He mpou3soiuio! Ho He B 3T0T pa3! KoHeuHo, Bce OBIIO
He TaK IJIOXO0, TaK KaK HEIHEUTHUH UMIIepaTop OblI HAMHOTO KpacuBee, HO...!

4 3aKMypunIacs.

# oxwvparna OWYTUATE €T0 PYKU Ha MOEM TeJle, HO BMeCTO 3TOr'0 OH IIPOLIeNTasl MHEe Ha YXO:
«Ho 4 CIIUIIKOM... yCTas CerofHs. MH ... BEpHEMCS K TeMe HacCJlefHUKa... [I03XKe.»

L,.»

4 paccmabunacse.

Korpga st OTKphITa T'1a3a, OH CMOTPeIT Ha MeHs. {1 He CMOTJIa HU4Yero BEITOBOPUTD, U OH YIBIOHYICS.
«TBI BRITTIIAUIIL PA3049apOBaHHOM.»

«HempaBpga! Eciu T HUYEro He coOMpaenibCs feaTh, TO OTIYCTH MeHst! d xouy crmaTth!»
OH IpPOUTHOPUPOBAJI MEHS U 0OHSIII ellle Kpermye.

«ThI TaKas Telias, 3TO 04eHb MPUITHO. Tebe HYKHO MPOCTO ... IPUBHIKHYTh KO MHE.»
«TI-IpUBHIKHYTD K TEOE?»

«$1 6ymy mpuUXOOuTh CIOfa... TPU-YETHIpe pa3a B Hefleso, TakK 4To...»

O 4yeM OH rOBOPUT?

[Ipexpe yeM 4 ycliena BO3pa3uTh, OH YCHYI. Ero ria3a 3aKpHIIUCH.

YT0 MHe Temeph OenaTh?

¢4 meITanack BEIOPAThCS U3 €ro 0OBITHM, HO OH OBIJT CIIMIIKOM CHJIEH, Jaxe Korma CIajl.



"boxe ... OH Tak ImpekpaceH ... YepT Bo3pMu!"
4 He cmana BCIO HOYb.

)%k

Ha crepytomuii qeHb S yCIIbIIIaia IIOKUPYIOIIe HOBOCTU. YOuiila ObIBIIEro uMIiepaTopa Obll
apecToBaH.

MHe cka3asu, 4TO 4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOpHIH HaHsn youiily, 6s1 rpad ['neiH. 3To uMs ObIJI0 MHE
HEe3HaKOMO.

Bupumo, ero mous Gblyia OTIIpaBieHa Ciofia He3al0Iro A0 MeHs, UTOObl CTaTh HaIOXKHUIEN OBIBIIETO
uMIiepaTopa. OgHaKo Ha clefyllee YTPo, mocjie OpayHON HOYM, ee HalllJId MEPTBOi B IIOCTENH
uMIepaTopa. Ee Temo ObIJIO TOKPHEITO CHHSIKAMHU. BhHII0 04EBUAHO, YTO UMEHHO ITPOU30IIII0, HO HUKTO
He OCMEJIMJICS CKa3aTh UM CHEeNaTh YTO-TM00 IPOTUB OBIBIIET0 UMIIepaTopa. ['pady mpuIIIoch
XOPOHUTH CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO I0Yb. DTO CIIyYUJIOCH TPU MecsIa Ha3afl.

Xomunu CIyxu, 94To rpad mIaHUPOBA 9TO YOUKUCTBO B TeUeHHE MTOCTIeNHUX TPEX MECSIIeB U B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB €My 39TO yaJioCh.

4 cupocuna ¢ oTyasgHUEM B rojoce: «... Y Monu moBepuiu B 3Ty UCTOPHUIO?»
Jlykpernuit yneiOHYIICS: «9TO He BakHO. BaXKHO TO, UTO y HaC eCTh YETKOE 10Ka3aTeJIbCTBO U MOTHUB».

ITocne cMepTH GBHIBIIETO UMIIEpaTOpa rpad coBepun caMoyouiicTBo. Cyms o BCEMY, OH OCTaBUII
IIHCHMO, B KOTOPOM T'OBOPHJIOCH, UTO Ha €TI0 MOJIUTBY OBIT IaH OTBET, KOTMa UMIepaTopa youmu. Ero
moub ObllIa OTOMIIIEHA M eMy 60JIbille He3aueM ObIJIO KUTh.

«Bce 310 3BYUYHUT CIIMIIKOM HOEAJIBHO W CIIJIAHKUPOBAHHO».

OH 37106H0 3aCMesics. «ITO 3By4uT Golee MPaBOomono6HO, YeM IIpaBaa, 3aKIII0YaloIasiCs B TOM,
YTO HACJIeJHUK XJITaDHOKPOBHO yOUII CBOETO OTLA. ITO TaKXKe 6ojiee peasbHO, YeM UCTOPHUS O TOM,
KaK MO XKeHa IpuObUIa Clofia U3 OPyroro Mupa».

Ko»
U To mpaBpa.

I'pad TOKOHYMIT KU3Hb CAMOYOUUCTBOM, ¥ Y HETO He OBIIIO IPYTUX [eTel. B ero ceMbe HUKOTO He
ocTanoch. Bce ero 6oratctBo 6yneT KOHQUCKOBAHO KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMbEN, ¥ HUKTO HE CKAXKET HU
CJI0Ba MIPOTHUB.

KpomMme opiHOTO 4esoBeka.
«[TpuMeT ¥ BOOBCTBYIOIIAS UMIIEPATPHUIIA 3Ty UCTOPUIO?»

«KoneuHo, HeT. Buepa OHa yxKe OTIIpaBHJIa CBOUX JIIOHE, HAaCTOSIB Ha 6ojiee TIIaTeIbHOM
paccieioBaHUU».

«Tak 4To ke OynmeT manbiie?»

JIykpeluit pa3mpaxkeHHO YILIOHYJICS MHE M OTBETHUN: «OTO He BaxXHO. MHe IIPOCTO HYXKHO



MOMIIePKUBATH 3Ty UCTOPUIO. BLIBIIMIT MMIIEPATOP MEPTB, TEIIEPh UMIIEPATOPOM SBJISIOCH 5. Bpems
Ha MOeu CTOPOHE.»

OH Ka3ascs TaKuM YBEPEHHBIM.

TeMm He MeHee, MeHS He ITOKHUIAJIO YYBCTBO OECIIOKOMCTBA.
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