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I[Toka s mBITanach IOOABUTH CBOE CMYIIEHHE, OH YIBIOHYJICS MHE U MTPOHOJIKUI: «I[IoueMy Thl
IyMaellb, YTO MO€ pelleHue He OBII0 UMITYTLCUBHBEIM ?»

4 orBeTtuna cnabbiM romocoM: «II0TOMy YTO 9TO HE UMEET HUKAKOTO CMBICIIa».
«XM .... MoXKeT 71 MOSI pacCyguTeNlbHasd XKeHa 00bACHUTL MHe 3T0 0oJiee TOJPOOHO?»

CornHeyHBIY CBET OBII TOMY BUHOM? B 3e/IeHBIX I'la3ax UMIepaTopa IIpocMaTpuBasach xkKentusHa. OH
BBITJISAMIENT KaK KOILIKa, UTpalolasi ¢ MHIIbI0. Mnu Kak 3Mes, coOupaloiasics CheCTh 9Ty MBI Ha
YKUH.

41 4eTKO 0CO3HaBasa CBOe I0JI0XKeHne. MBI HUKOTda He CIIPaBUTHCA C XUIITHUKOM.

4 ocTopoxkHO oTBeTHUa: «Thl YeTI0BEK, KOTOPHIY yOUIT OBIBIIIEr0 UMIIEpaTopa, IPoJyMaB BCe [I0
MeNbYannx neTaien».

«XM ...»

«ThI 3HAJ, YTO IOCJie YOUNCTBA MHOTHE JIIOOY, HallPUMeD, BOOBCTBYIOIIAS UMIIepaTPHUIIa, 3alI003PAIT,
YTO ThI CTOUIIL 3@ BCeM 3TUM. Ho HUKTO HUKOITIa He IIOAyMaeT, YTOo Thl yOus ero cam. Tkl 3HaJ, 4TO
oHM OyOyT UCKaTh YOUNIIy, KOTOPOTO TH HAHSJ, ¥ HUKOTHA ero He HauAyT. 4 u caMa He moBepuia Ok,
YTO THl YOI €r0 CBOMMH pyKaMu, eC/id OBl He BUesia 3TOTO JTUYHO.

Tomoc JIykperusi ObIT pE3KUM. «A TI0YEMY TH He [yMaelllb, YTO 51 YOI eT0 CIIOHTAHHO, Oyoy4u B
THeBe? JTo OBLIO OB HaMOOJIee JTOTUYHEIM 00BICHEHUEM. »

¢ mokayasa ronoBoii. «Y MeHs Oblyla TaKas MBICTTb, HO ITOTOM S YBU[I€JIa TalHBIN ITPOXOf], YePE3
KOTOPHIN THI yIesl. Beito OBl CTUITKOM PHCKOBAHHO IEIUTHCS TAKUMHU CBeIeHUSIMHU C KeM-Tu0o, a 9T
3HAYMT, YTO THI JOJIKEH OBIT CHenaTh BCe caM, YTOOB COXPAHUTD 3TO B cekpeTe. Ho KOHEYHO ... 3TO
IIPOCTO HOTAKH.»

OH KUBHYJ MHe, 4TOOHI 51 IPOAoIKana.

4 6bl1a ockopbiieHa 3TUM rPyOBIM XKECTOM, HO He BhIpa3uia HeJOBONIbCTBA. S 3Haa, 4To Obla
OeccunbHa. YenoBeK, CUASIINN IIepeio MHOM, TOTHOCTHI0 KOHTPOIUPOBAJ CUTYAIIHIO.

«TuratenpHO Bce 00yMaB, THl OCTABUJI MEHS B XKUBBIX. DTO ObIT pacyeTIHUBHIM X0/, I gyMmaro,
CHayaJja THl XOTeNl YOUTh MeHs, HO U3MEHHUJI CBOM IIJIaH MPOIIION HOYb0. Th, BEPOSITHO,
PacCYmUTHIBaJ, YTO KTO-TO HaMIeT TeJI0 UMIepaTopa Ha Cedyllee YTPO, HO BMECTO 3TOT'0 PELIuI,
4yTOORI 51 paccKa3aja 060 BCEM CTpakHMKaM HeMeJIeHHO. K TOMy BpeMeHHU TH y2Ke BepHYJICS B CBOU
TIOKOH TI0 TYHHEJ0. [Toarao, TONBbKO Tl ¥ TBOM OTEI[ 3HaIHM 00 3TOM mpoxone. CTpaKHUKY IPULILTH
K BaM B ITOKOH, YTOOBI COOOIIMTE O TPOU3OILEIIEM, a 3HAYUT, ¥ BaC €CTh TBepAoe anubu.»

OH xomonHo ynel0HYyCS. « T omubnace. f oTnpaBusics B 6u0IM0TEKY, a He B CBOI0 KOMHATY.»
«9TO ThI OCTABUII OKHO OTKPHITHIM ?»

«Jla, Tak Kak TH 3a0blyTa caennaTh 9T0. Th MoTIIa OBl T0OIAaroapuTh MEHS U 3a 3TO0, HO ... 5 IoJIaralo,
3TOT0 MOXKHO He XaTh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TH He Mo0Iarogapuia MeHs Jaxe 3a MPeqoCTaBIeHHYIO
Tebe MOYETHYIO TOIKHOCTD.»

4 oTBepHynachk. «f 6marogapHa Bam 3a oTKphITOE OKHO. [Ipr3Halo, 4To 3abkisia cenaTh 3TO0.»



«f1 mopaxeH Bartmeit mo6poToi».
OH OTBETHUJI MHE IIPEYBETUYEHHO CapPKACTUYECKUM TOHOM.

¢ cHOBa MopgHsIa KyCOK IITUIIBI C TAPEJNIKU U CIIpocunia: «3HaYuT, KpoMe 6ubnIMoTeKkH, 51 Oblna IpaBa
BO BCEM?»

«ITonarato, 4To Tak. O, ¥ CTpPaXXHUKHU HAIJIKA OfleXKAY CIYTH B Cafly 3TUM yTPOM. MHI IIpeAroaraeM,
yT0 yOuiilia BEIOPOCHII €€, TIHITasICh CKPBITHCS IIPOIIJION HOYbIO.»

q YCTaBHUIIaCh Ha HETO. «ITO BIIEYATIISIET».

4 peicTBUTENBHO Obl/Ia BIleYaTeHa U IIOKUPOBaHa. Bumumo, oH mogbpocun ofgexkay mociie Toro, Kak
sl BUepa flajia MoKa3aHMusI.

«JTUM TBOU NTOKA3aHUS MOATBEPOUINCE. Terneps HUKTO He CMOXKET YCOMHUTHCSI B TBOEH POJIU B 3TOM
paccrienoBaHuu. ITO 3HAYUT, YTO HUKTO He OyJeT 3aflaBaThCs BOIIPOCOM, ITOYEMY 5 BIIOOUIICS B TE0S
1 BeIOpas Te0s CBOEM KEeHOMU.»

Ero romnoc 6511 CclagkuM, Kak Men. TeM He MeHee, g 3Halla, 4TO 3TO OBII He Men, a Afn.

4 Ha 3TO He Kymmiock. Kak MOXKHO OBIJIO TIOBEPUTH €TI0 CJI0BAM, KOTfla ero B3I OBl TaKUM
XOJIOTHBIM?

«3HauuT, 3TO OUIMaTbHAS IPUYNHA TBOETO PEIIEHUST>.

OH HaTYKHO yNIBIOHYJICS U OTBETUIT: «THI IEHCTBUTEILHO CIIAIIIKOM YMHA».
4 pemmna roBopuTh npsiMo. He Ov1I0 CMEBICTA 3aTATUBATE 3TO.

«Tak Tel coOMpaenIbCcsi yOUThL MEHS?»

Ero 3emneHsbie T71a3a Spko cusnu. OH MOJHST UX ¥ IIOCMOTPeIT Ha MeHs. [IycToe JUIl0, 3aTeM
BHEe3allHas yiIbsI0Ka.

¢ B3mporHya, KOrma OH CIIPOCUIT MeHsT: «[ToueMy ThHI fiyMaelllb, YTO 5T 9TO COOHMPAIOCh 9TO COENTATh?»
«... TIOTOMY 4TO 51 3HA0 TBOIO CaMy0 OOJIbIIYI0 CI1ab0CTh.»

«Jla, 9TO TaK.»

OH KMBHYJ B 3HaK COTJIaCHs, 3aTeM BHe3alHO BCTal.

¢ Hayasa 3aABIXaThCsl OT CTPaxa. d He MOrjia HUYero mofiesiaTh CO CBOMMH HepBaMu. HeBO3MOXKHO
ObLI0 IpefcKas3aTh, YTO OH OyeT fenaTh gajblile.

OH nopoIen KO MHE U OIIyCTHJICSA OO YPOBHSA MOMX I'Jia3. Ero 3emnennle riasa IIPpUCTAaJIBHO CMOTPEJIN
Ha MEHs.

<<BYIL€T Jiy4iie, eCJIA Thl IIPEKPATUIIb MOOHUMATH 3TOT BOIIPOC».

«,.»

«Yem GosbIlle TH TOBOPHIIL 00 3TOM, TeM 0OJIbIle HAalIOMUHAEIL MHE, YTO Thl €IMHCTBEHHBIN



CBUMETENb 3TOr0 UHIUIEHTa. A IOTOM ... TO, 9ero Tl OOUIILCS OOJIbIIe BCEr0, MOXKET Ha CaMOM [ielie
IIPOU30UTH.»

«39TO ... yTpo3a?»
OH HeXKHO IOTIafuI MeHs 110 BolocaM u mpoienTtan: «HeT, 3To coBeT».
"... 4 3anomHIO 3TO0."

«4 pam, 9TO TH Tak O6aropa3yMHa». 3aT€M OH BEPHYJICS Ha CBOE MECTO U yibIOHYyCs. «Temnepsb
BEPHEMCS K HallleMy IIePBOHAYaIbHOMY Pa3roBopy. CMOKeNIh JIU THl JOTafaThCs, II0YeMy 5 yOus
MMIIepaTopa ceiyac, XOTs BCe, YTO MHE HYKHO OBIJIO COeNaTh, 3TO MOLOXKAATE elle HEMHOT0, II0Ka OH
YMpeT eCTECTBEHHOM cMepThI0? Co BpeMeHeM 51 GBI B TF000M CIydae CTajl UMIEPATOPOM.»

«THI TOJIBKO YTO CKA3aJl MHE IIePecTaTh TOBOPUTD Ha 9TY TEMY».
«TBl MOXKEIIL TOBOPUTH, KOT'Ta g ITIOOHUMAI0 3Ty TEMY».

«,..»

Kakoii oH 3r0uCT.

¢ 130 BCexX CUJ CcTapasach JOTafaThCs, YTO ObI 9TO MOTJIO OBITE.

[Tpouno# HOYBIO 5T y3HAJA, YTO BAOBCTBYIOIIAS UMIIepaTpUlla HeHaBuaena ero. OHa BCIIOMHHMIIA
IPebIAYINUI CKaHIa, KacaloIIuics ero JeTuTUMHOCTH. K ToMy ke, oHa Opilia 6epeMeHHa.

«f1 mpepmomnarai, 4To BHOBCTBYIOILIAs UMIIepPaTPUIla He TBOS POOHAS MaTh».
«9TO Tak.»

«W ona bepeMeHHa.»

«AMEeHHO.»

9T0 OblJTa OYEBUAHAS CIOXKETHas NMMHUS. Madexa Hajesyiach, YTO POMUT ChIHA. Eciu GBI OHa CMOrIa
3aCTaBUTh BCEX YCOMHUTHCS B IpaBe JIyKpeuus yHacaeqoBaTh TPOH, OblsI OB IIaHC, YTO €€ CHIH B
KOHEYHOM MTOTe HaleHeT KOPOHY.

Jlykpeiui qo6aBuil: «51 3HA0, B 9TO TPYOHO IIOBEPUTH, HO OLIBIIHMY UMIIEPATOP AE€HCTBUTEIHHO
mobun Katnsuupy. OH Tak CUIIBHO JIIOOUII €€, YTO YOUJI CBOIO IIEPBYI0O UMIEPATPHUILY.»

¢ BCIIOMHWMITA, YTO BAOBCTBYIOIIAS MMIIepaTpUIia CKasasla IIpOoIIoN HOublo. [IepBast UMIIEpaTpuIla,
MOMXKHO OBITH, OBLIIa HACTOSIIEN MaTepbio JIyKpemus.

Jlykpenuy IOAHSI TOJIOBY, B €r0 IJla3aX CBETUJICS UHTEPEC.

«THI cKa3asa Koe-TO 3aHMMaTeJIbHOE MIPOIIION HOYbIO.»

«4T0, mpocTUTE?»

«TBI CKa3asa, YTo 5 [OIKeH OBIJI CIIPOCKUTH, YTO ORI THI XOTEJIa B KaYeCTBe Harpagbl».

«Ecnu 51 ckaxy Tebe, TH Halllb MHE 3T0?»



«MoxeT OBITD.»

Y MeH$ epecoxJio Bo PTy. f modyBcTBOBajla Hafiexkny. & 3Hana, 4YTO He MOT'Y JOBEPSTH 3TOMY
4eJI0BeKy, HO BHIIIAJIMTIA:

«4l xoTena Obl MOKUHYTH 3TOT 3aMOK».
«?»

«41 TaKKe X04y 0TKa3aThCqd 0T UMeHU boHapuT. d MpocTo X04Uy KUTh HOPMaJIbHOM KU3HBIO.
[ToaToMy, TOKanyKcTa, IOMOTY MHEe BEIOpaThCS OTCIOfA.»

OH KOCHYJICS MO€T0 oA00pOoKa MasbIllaMy U TPOO0PMOTAN: «ITO OBIJI0 HEOXKUOAHHO. XOTS, 9TO
uMeeT CMBICH. Te0s mpomany HaM Kak paOBIHIo.»

4 mocmoTpesia Ha HETO C TPEBOTOM. «THL... OTIIYCTHUIIb MEHS?»
¢l He MoOryia CKpPHITh OTYasiHME B CBOEM TOJIOCE.

4 xotena cbexath U3 3TOr0 afga. Ecnu Ov 1 MOTTIa, g X0Tesna Ob HalTH cr1oco® BepHYTHCS moMoi. B
MOY HACTOSIIIUU IOM.

OmHAaKO OH 3a7ajl MHe BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIH JIMIINIT MEHS fapa PeyHu.

«Ecnu TH yiigens oTciofa, Tebe eCTh Kyga UOTH?»
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