I'maBa 9: <I'maBa 9>
[Tocrne 3TOTO0, K HAM IIPUBEJIH XyIOKHUKA-TIOPTPETUCTA.

¢ Havaa OMUCHIBATh JTUI0 MTPECTYIMHUKA: «[la, HO TUII0 YyTh Xymee. POOWHKA Ha JIeBOY IeKe BHU3Y.
Ia, BOT Tak 1moxoxe. Y Hero Oblyio 60JIbIlle MOPIIUH Ha J10y.»

Ha camowm perne, s onucara U0 MOero WKOJIbHOro yuutesns B Kopee, borra Manmuka. XyqoXHUK
ObLT 0YeHb xopotll. [ToTy4YnBIINICS TOPTPET UMeN OYeHb O0JIbIIOEe CXOCTBO Cy YUTETIEM.

4 ymoBneTBOPEHHO KMBHYIIA.
«Jla, 370 oH. OH GBI ... HEMHOT'0 HUXK€e UMIIEPATOpPa, a Tajaus Oblyla YyTh TOJIE, YeM Y KaHIjiepa.»

«Y Bac oueHb Xopolas IaMsTh», - CKa3aJ MHEe UMIIEPAaTOP TaKUM TOHOM, 6yaTo OvlT BedaTiaeH. Ho
sl 3HaJIa, 4TO 9TO OBIJT CapKa3M.

«BrI cmuikoM moOpEl. BRIBIINY MMIIEPATOP, HaBePHOE, IIOMOTaeT MHE [laXe II0CIe CMEePTH.»

«CnaBa 601"8.M, Bri B 6830HaCHOCTI/I, munenu. HaM o4eHb moBe3710, 4TO BE gany HaM 3TH BaXKHEIE
IMOKa3aHHUA, KOTOPEIE ITIOMOT'YT HaM PACKPEITE 3TY T&ﬁHy».

4 raymo yneiOHyIack. OTOT 3CKKU3 OyHeT pa3ociaH 1Mo BceMy Mupy. IIpoctuTe, yuuTtenb MaHIIMK, HO
sl yBepEeHa, B MeHs moiimeTe. Kak-To pa3 Bel B3siu y MeHST KyCOK xje0a, ¥, JyMar, Telepb MbI
KBUTEL.

¢ HeHaBU[IeNla CBOET0 YUUTENIS, KOTMla YYUIiach B IIKOJIe, HO TeIeph g CKydasa 1o Hemy. Tem Goree,
TI0TIaB B 9Ty Y2KACHYI0 CUTYaIHIo.

OHuM HUKOTZIa He CMOTYT HAWTH YeJI0BEKa C 9CKM3a, eCJIM He OTIPABSTCS B MOM MHUD U He 3aeIyT B
Ceyn. Camo co6o¥, 3T0 GbIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

¢l BHITIOTIHWTIA CBOIO YaCTh CHETIKH.

¢ moBepHyNIach K HEMy ¥ IIOCMOTpeIia IPSIMO €My B Ijia3a.
Teneps TBOSL OUepemp.

WimMmepaTop B3sJI 9CKK3 U CTPAHHO YJILIOHYICS.

O, a0 OBlNIa Ta XKe camast YHBI6K8. Ta ke caMad XKeCcToKas X0JI0gHas YHBIGKa, KOTOPYIO A BUOEJIa
TOTa, B cliajibHe. Kak Yy 3Men.

Cpenana v s HeTIPaBUJIBHBINA BEIOOD?
XoTs Temnepsh yKe HAYEro He MOofAeaTh.

ViMmepaTop CHOBa HalleTIWJI Ha JIUI0 BhIpakeHue MUIOro mnapHs. OH BepHYI 3CKU3 XYOOXKHUKY,
TIOJOIIIe]T KO MHE ¥ TIOIEJI0BaJl THIIbHYIO CTOPOHY MOeM pyKu. Ero ry0sl OBITM TAaKMMU XOJIOTHBIMHU.

Mos pyka 3agpoxaina. OH ToxXe 3TO II0YyBCTBOBAJL.

OH mocMoTpen Ha MeHs. BrlpazkeHue ero juija CHOBa CTajio Pe3KUM U XOJIOmHKIM. Kak 6yATo y Hero
OBLTIO IBa PA3HBIX JIMIlA, ¥ OH MOT CHUMATh ¥ HafieBaTh UX, Koraa 3axoTes. OmHUM U3 HUX OBITIO JTUII0



BEJIMKOMYIITHOT'O MOJIOOT'0 YeJI0OBEKa, OTJIAKMBAIOIIET0 CMEPTh OTHA. [IPYruM - JIUI0 XJIaZHOKPOBHOTO
yOUMIIEI, KOTOPHIN YOUI €ro.

OH Mor OB CTaTh MOTPSICAIOIIMM aKTEPOM, eclid OBl pofuiics B MoeM Mupe. Tem Goree, YTO OH OBIT
TAKUM KpacaBYUKOM.

«f1 xoTen OB OT BCero cepplla mobaarogapuTsh Bac. be3 Bairero My>ecTtBa s He 3Hat0, CMOTJIM OBl MBI
OTOMCTHUTD 32 MOET0 OTIla HUJIN HEeT.»

«... fl IPOCTO BHINIOJIHSLJIA CBOU JOJIT».

Y meHs nepecoxu ry0Oul. YTo Teneps O6ymeT?

OH cMOTpesl Ha MeHS C YCMEIIKON. ITo OblJla OTBpaTUTEIbHAS yIbIOKa.
9710 OBUIO ero HacTosIee IUIlo. XononHasa 3Mes. YOuua.

41 Onlia ero CoOOIIHULICH.

HMnepaTop rpoMKO BHIKpUKHYI: «Ilucen!»

«al!»

MyxK4nHa, KHaBIIUY MOOIU30CTH, TTocmemun K HaM. OH mpuHec ¢ co60i pydKy, TUCT OyMaru, u
KJas IpuKa3aHui.

HMmepaTop IpogosiKal CMOTPETh Ha MeHsI CBOMM IIONe/IbHEIM J0OPOCepaeyYHEIM B3TIsInoM. Y BOpyT
OH 00BABUII:

«f naznauato nengu Ca buny [le BoHaguT Moel epBoii KEeHOM».
JIrogu BOKPYT HAC B y2Kace BOCKJIUKHYIU: «2KeHOU?»

«BrI cka3any, xeHou?!»

«IlepBas XKeHa?»

Y uMImepaTpuIb, TO eCTh, BIOBCTBYIOIIEH UMIIepPaTPHIIL, OklTa caMast OypHast peaklus Ha 3TO
o0bsiBneHue. [Ipyrue OB IPOCTO IIIOKMPOBaHEL, HO OHA Oblsia B SIPOCTH.

ViMmepaTpulla CXBaTHJIACh 3a XKUBOT U MOAHSAACK. f 60s1ach, YTO OHA yIageT B 0OMOPOK.

Ona uctepuyecku 3akpuyana: «Kak Bl MoxKeTe B34Th HaJIOXKHUIY CBOETO OTLia, UMIIepaTopa, B
KayecTBe XKeHb?! ITo 6e3ymue!», - OHa yKa3ajia Ha MEHS CBOMM YXO0XKEeHHBIM ITajIbIleM.

¢ OBIna MOYTH yBEpPEeHa, YTO UMIIEPATOP [AEeNCTBUTEIHHO COIIIe C YMa, HO 0 APYTo¥ IpUYuHe.
4 mornyana. Bce MbICTIM IEpEeMeNIanuch Y MEHS B TOJIOBe, ITOKa 51 Ha0ogasa 3a 9TOM CleHOH.
«K,.»

Ecnu OB 51 CKa3ajia XOTh OOHO HEBEPHOE CJI0BO, MEHS MOTJIM Obl Ka3HUTD.

BroscTBylolllast UMIIepaTpulia CepauTo npou3Hecsa: «OHa BCero JMIIb HU3KOPOAHAs [AeBYIIKa U3
HuoTkyfna! OHa HUKTO! Kak Bel MmoxeTte Ha3Hauuth ee [IEPBOY 2 KEHOW? 3T0 HEBO3MOXKHO!»



Kakas rpyOusHKa!

Benyx, omHaKo, st HU4Yero He ckasasa. S1 MoiJaria U B IIOKe TOCMOTpPEJIa Ha UMITepaTopa.
[Touemy Ol MHe He OBITH B II0Ke? BOT Tak cpa3y U KeHa?

KaH1nep BrImen Brepeq: «Bbl He IpaBhl, BHOBCTBYIOIIAS UMIIEpATPHUIA».

9TO TOJILKO MHE II0KA3aJioCh, UJIU CTAPUK IIOAUYEPKHYJI CJI0OBO «BIOBCTBYOIIAsA»?
BrIBIIast uMnepaTpuliia ropsdo oTBeTmna: «4To Bel cCKa3amu, KaHIIep?»

«41 mat BaM TOJIBKO (HaKThl, BIOBCTBYIOIIAS UMIIEPATPHUIIA».

OH ongThb 3T0 cOeJai!

MHe noHpaBUJICA TOJI0C 3TOr0 cTapuKa. OH 3By4as rjiagko, HO MOIIHO, 0COOEHHO KOTHa OH Bo3pazxKall
BIOBCTBYIOIIIEN UMITePaTPHUIIE.

9TOoT MyXkuuHa ... OH, BUOUMO, TIOMOTaJl HOBOMY UMIIEpaTopy B 60pb0e MpOTUB OBIBIIEN
uMIlepaTpuIlkl. [JoMKHO OBITh, A7 3TOTO OblJla ellle KaKas-To IPUYNHa, IOMUMO CaMOM OUYeBHUOHOM,
HO 51 He MOrJla TOHATH KaKas.

OH IOBEPHYJICST KO MHE U CITIPOCHIT: «$1 TIPOIIy MPOILEHUs], HO S JOJIKEeH 3afilaTh Bompoc Musenu. Houb
yOuiicTBa uMIepartopa Oblyia Ballei 6payHON HOUbIO, BEPHO?»

4 xuBHyma: «BepHO.»

OH Toxe KuBHYN. «Cracu0o. Y OBIBIIMIT UMITIEPATOP CKOHYAJICS ellle 0 TOTO, KakK BEI BOIIIK B TOKOH.
CoriacHO 3aKOHY, 9TO O3Ha4aeT, YTo Opak He cocTosyics. HaM Heo6X0mUMO TakXKe PacCMOTPETh
[UTIIOMATUYECKYIO0 CTOPOHY 3TOM cuTyauuu. Komonus reprora Auia Ipuciaia HaM MUJIeIu B
KayecTBe MolapKa, HO, MpexXe YeM OHa BHIIIUIA 3aMyK 3a UMIepaTopa, IIPOU30IIJI0 9TO ITedaabHOe
coOwiTre. Pa3Be He ObII0 OBl HECIIPABEAJIMBO U KECTOKO C Hallleil CTOPOHHBI IIPOCUTH OTIIPABUThL K HaM
elle OfIHY IeBYIIKY, IIOCKOJIbKY ¥ HaC IOSIBUJICS HOBBHIM HMIIEPATOP?»

«[lunnomMaTu4eCcKuil fap», KOTOPHIM OTIIPABIISAIN KOJIOHUHU, SIBJISJICS B OCHOBHOM 3aJI0KHULIAMH,
KOTOPBIX UMITEPATOP MOT epKaTh Y ce0s1 ¥ UCIOTb30BaTh 110 CBOEMY YCMOTpeHUI0. CTapuK GBI
npaB. Bb1To OB HETTPABUIIBHO MPOCUTH MTPUCTIATE APYTYIO HEBYIIKY.

OpHako, BOOBCTBYyWOIlasg UMIIepaTpulla He OTCTyIaia.
"Ho...! [laxe ecnu Brl IpaBhl, KaK ChHIH MOXKET XKEHUTHCS Ha XKEHIIWHEe CBOETo OTHa?!»

2Kpunia nmporsHecna: «Ho BMOBCTByOIIAs UMIIepaTpHila, Opak He COCTOSJICS JaXKke B ra3ax Halllero
6ora. TexHu4YeCcKU, MUJIEU BCe ellle He 3aMyKeM.»

IIHO! n

2Kpwuria BenmukoaymHo yieibHynack. Ee yneiOka Oblna MATKOM ¥ oOpo#, HO Oblyla OKpYy2KeHa MOIHOU
aypo#. [laxe BOOBCTBYIOIAs KMIIePATPHUIlA HE MOTJIA IPOTHBOCTOSTH €.

«$1 moHUMaro, 4yTo Bl UMeeTe B BUAY, BOOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIlepaTpulla. Bel 06eCTIOKOEHH TEM, YTO
HOBBIM MMIIEPaTOP MOXKeT 3apaboTaTh MJI0XYI0 pemyTanuio. MoxKeT pa3pa3uThCs CKaHOam.»



«U-umenno! 3gaunr...!"

«Ho BaM He cTout GeciokouThcs 00 3ToM. Korfia HeBecTa UK JKEHUX YMUPAIOT O MOMEHTa
3aKJo4YeHust OpakKa, OCTABIIMICS B XKUBHIX ITapTHEP HEPENKO BCTYIIaeT B OpakK C APYTUM YJIE€HOM TOU
K€e CEMbU».

KaHuHep oTBeTUI: «Ja, BCe BEPHO».

}KpI/II_Ia TBEPABIM I'OJIOCOM CKa3alla: «3mech HeT HUKAKUX IOPpUINYEeCKUX UJIN 3THYECKUX HpOGHeM, u
BEI BCE€rga MOXKeTe PAaCCUUTEIBATh Ha MOIO ITOMOIIIb. Bam He 0 yeM OECTIOKOUTHCS. »

"TI-moMo1b?", - TOJI0C BOOBCTBYIOLIEN UMIIePATPUIILL 3aAPOKaJl.

"Ia. {1 cama poBeny cBafeOHbIM 00pSAT IPSAMO 30ech ¢ 61arocioBeHus: caMoro 6ora. Eciu Mbl
MOSICHUM, KaK IIPOIIJIa IPedbIAyInas cBagb0a, Bce OyaeT B MOPSOKe».

Kasn1yep xJI0NHYT B Tafomu. «9TO OTINYHAA upges!»

BroBcTByIoIIas uMIeparpuiia nobnegHena.

Tpoe IpoTuB OJHOTO.

Brinmo Becesnno HabGmOOaTh 3a 9TUM IIPOTUBOCTOSIHEEM. Kak HHTEpecHO!

[I-momoxpaute-Ka. YTo?

Onu xe rosopunu OO0 MHE!

4 morkHa BHIMTH 3aMyX 3a HOBOTO uMIiepaTopa?! Kak OHUM MOT/IM BCe PEIIUTh, He CIIpallnBas MeHs?
‘TI-nomoxpaute MUHYTKY?! Kak Takoe MOTJIO IPOU30UTH?"

4 motepsna map peuu. IIoT rpagom IUICS C MEHS.

Moe cepilie OT CTpaxa KOJIOTHIIOCH B Ipyou. MiMmepaTop ¥ BOOBCTBYIOLIAS UMIIepPaTPHUIla IPUCTAIbHO
CMOTPENHU Ha MeH4.

OHU OBIIM XUIITHUKAMHY, a I - UX TOOLIYeH.
Huk4yeMHOM MBIIIBIO.

BpmoBcTByMOIIas nMIepaTpuila BHE3AMTHO ITPOM3HECTIa BCIyX: «f pafia, YTO XKpUlla TOTOBa CHenIaTh 3TO
Oy uMIeparopa ... Ho ects eile Koe-uto». OHa MOBEPHYIAaCh KO MHe U NIPOJoJXKuia: «Pa3se Mbl He
IOJIKHBI CIIPOCUTH V TaMbl €€ MHEHHE?»

Bce B KOMHaTe ITOBEPHYJIUCH KO MHE.
Y-yTo 3T0?

BrooscTBytomas uMneparpulia pe3ko godasuna: «Pa3se He ObI0 OB HECTIPaBEIMBO HA3HAYUTE 3Ty
naMy IIepBOU XKeHOH, faxe He CIIPOCUB, TOTOBA JIM OHA?»

910 OBI110 cMerrHO! Korma MeHst BIiepBbie IIPUTALIUIN B 3TOT 3aMOK, HUKTO HE CIIPOCHUJI, X04Y JIH 5
BBIMTH 3aMyXK 3a ObIBIIIEr0 uMImeparopa. v BoT, moxanyiicta! [loueMy oHa MPUTBOPSIETCS, YTO €€



MHTEpeCcyeT Moe MHeHue?!
Bce npucTtanbHO CMOTpeu Ha MeHS.

BposcTBywomasa nMmnepaTpula cupocuna: «Hy, oTBeuaiTe xke. KakoBo Bamie MHeHue? Bul
IIpUHKAMAaETe MPEeOIoKeHNe UMK HET?»

Y MeH$s1 MypalKu nobexany 1o Koxe.

BroBcTByIOmas uMIeparpuiia 1o06e3Ho ynbibanack MHe, HO B ee cJIoBax Obljla CKphITa yrpo3a. 4
YyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK HapacTaeT MOM CTpaX. bhII0 0YEBHUIOHO, YTO OHA XOTEJla CKa3aTh.

‘Ecnu TBHI IpUMeIb 9TO MpefIoXKeHue, 1 yObio Tebs». '

OHa BHHMAaTEJILHO CMOTpeJIa Ha MeHs.

¢ He MoryIa SICHO MBICTTUTh. MHE Ka3aJioCh, YTO 51 TOHY. TOT CTPax He [aBaJl MHE [HIIIATh.
W BOpyr ero pyka oka3sayach y MeHs Ha IIjede.

Korpa s nopHsna riasa, ero KPaCuBO€ JINIO OKa3aJIOCh IIPSAMO HAIIPOTUB MOETO. Korpa s BIIEPBBEIE
BCTPETHUIIA €Tr0, s AyMaJla, 4YTO OH OBLIT AHTEJIOM, HO Tellephb 4 3HaJla IIpaBay.

OH Temnno yneIOHYIICS MHE, HO S YyBCTBOBAsa TOJILKO XOJIOL.

«Kaxercs, 1 He cemoBall IPoToKoly. Mos BuHA."

«IT-mpocTuTe?!»

OH B3$17T MOIO PYKY U mo1lesnioBan ee. Ero pyka Oblsia B IepyaTke, HO BCe elle Ka3anach XOIOQHOM.

«CriepBa, g monxkeH ObIT coenaTh IpeayiokeHue Bam. Bul Takas Xpynkasi, HO OueHb cMesasi. Bel
OYeHb IIOMOTJIX MHE C 9TUM pacciiemoBanueM. 51 BaoOuncs B Bac.»

9710 OBIJIO TaK POMaHTUYHO, HO BMECTO JII00BH U CUACThs 1 YyBCTBOBasa CTpax U 6eCIIOKONCTBO.
OH TBepno crpocuil: «Bel BEIAeTe 3a MeHs 3aMyXK?»

K>

YTo 51 momXKHa CKal3aTh?
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