I'maBa 8: <I';maBa 8>
Kpunia Hapyuuiaa Mon4danue. Ee romoc ObIJT POBHBIM U KPaCHBHIM.

«BmoBCcTByIOIIas UMIIepaTPHIla, BH BUIEIM IIOPTPET uMrepaTopa KeHTHs TpeThero, KOTOPHIN ObLI
OTIIOM MTOKOKMHOTO UMIIepaTopa U AeO0M HBIHEIITHEero?»

«KoHeuHO.»
«Torga Kak Bel MOKeTe BEIHOCUThH TaKOe 00BHHEHUE?», - XKPUIla TUX0 PAaCcCMesiIach.
BposcTBymoias uminepaTpula oTeeTuna: «Ho XKpuija Mano 4To 3HaeT 0 KOPOJIEBCKOU CEMBbE».

«B mome, re g XKUBY, €CTh XpaM, KOTOPHIH 0BT mofapeH umnepatopoM Kentuem. Ha HeM n3obpaxkeH
€ro IOpTPeT.»

IIH?II

«3T0 mopTpeT uMnepaTopa KeHtus, HamucaHHbIH, Korga eMy 0v110 20 ¢ HeGombImuUM. 4 CrbIIIana,
4yTO OH OBLJ YIMBUTENIBHO IT0X0XK Ha HaIlero uMmmneparopa Jlykpeius. 51 He MOra 3TOro BUAETh CaMa,
KaK Brl mOHUMaeTe, U3-3a MOUX I'JIa3, HO Bce roBopuiu 06 atoM. Ecnu Bel 3arnsiHeTe B KOPOIEBCKYIO
O6ubnMoTEKY WM B XpaHWINIE, HAUTH IOPTPET uMneparopa KeHTus He coCTaBUT OOJIBIIOTO TPYHa, U
Torfga Bel cMOXKeTe yBUAETh BCE CaMU».

KoMHaTa cHOBa Orpy3uiach B OTJIyIIUTEIbHYIO TUIIAHY.

9T0 OBUTa TOCNIeTHSIS TIOMBITKA BOOBCTBYIOIEN NMIIEPATPHUIEI CMECTUTh JIyKperwus ¢ TpoHa. HUKTO
HE MOT OTKPHITO CTaBUThH [10]] COMHEHHE CJI0Ba KPULEL. ITO OBIIO OB PABHOCUIILHO TOMY, YTOOH
IIOUTH IIPOTHUB caMoTo Gora.

Y BHOBCTBYIOIIE}N UMIIEpPATPUILLL He OBIJIO IPYTOT0o BHIOOPa, KpoMe Kak IepefaTh YepHYIO MKaTyIKY.

Kpwuriia B3siyia y Hee IKATYIKY ¥ Ilepefalia ee HOBOMY UMIIEPATOPY, TOIEJIOBAB ero B 100 1
0JIaTr0CJIOBUB €T0.

«TToxanyicra, CTaHbTe OOPHIM U IIePEIM UMIIEPATOPOM>».

Teneps, make TakOW HEBEXKECTBEHHOW MHOCTPAHKE, Kak s, CTajo SICHO: JIykpeluii opuimanbHO CTaml
HOBHEIM UMIIEPATOPOM.

[TpuHIL, TO €CTh UMIIEPATOP, OTKPHLI LIKATYJIKY, JOCTAJ TOHKOE 30JI0TOE KOJIbII0 U Haflesl ero Ha
mmajiell.

910 BCce? Bce 3aK0HYMIOCH? 4 MOYYBCTBOBAjIa 06/IeTueHue.

3ayeM OHM TOTr[a mo3Banu MeHsA? KaHIJIep cKa3al, YTO OHHA XOTEJIH IIOTOBOPUTh O TOM, YTO
CJIy4MJIOCH IIPOIJION HOYEIO...

Bropyr BmOBCTBYyMOIIast HMIIepaTpHIla IIOBePHYIach KO MHE U BeCh ee THeB OblJI Telleph HallpaBJieH Ha
MeHs. BripaxeHue ee nuiia ObII0 TyTaIOMIAM.

Y-4TO IPOUCXOIUT?

Hpe}Kne 4YeM 4 IIOHAa, O YEM I'OBOPHII €€ B3IJidd, OHa 3aKpu4alla, YKa3biBasd Ha MEHs: «3JTa



xkeHmuHa! OTBecTu ee B TeMHMITy! OHa COOOMIHMUIIA YOUMITEI UMIIepaTopa!»
Her, HET!

[orioc BOOBCTBYIOIIEN UMITePaTPHUIILI 3aII0JTHUIT KOMHATY. Ee ropHUYHEIe B3ApOorHynu. CHadana OHU
Konebanuch, HO BCe Ke HalPaBUIKCh B MO0 CTOPOHY, IIOCTIENOBaB ee mpuka3dy. OHU COOMPaIUCh
3aTOYUTh MEHS B TEMHUILY!

4 mocMoTpena Ha IMPUHIIA, TO €CTh, uMIepaTtopa. OH Xe, CKPECTUB PYKH, C UHTepecoM Habmogan 3a
npoucxogamumM. OH 4To coOupancs IPoCTO CMOTPETh, KaK MeHd yBoasAT? OH Xe He cobupancs
3a0BITH 0 CBOEH COOOIIHHUIIEe ¥ CBOeM O0eIaHuy MIPOIION Houbio? Mnu cobuparncs?

4 He ObIIA YBEPEHA, TIOMOXKET JIX OH MHe, I03TOMY [JOJIXKHa OblIa cracaTh cefs cama.
4 pyxHysa Ha I0J ¥ 3aIllaKaa.

4 mnakaa Tak TPOMKO, KaK TOJTbKO MOTjia. Moe Topiio u Tak 00j1eJ10 OT IJlayda IIPOIIION HOYbIO,
T'0JIOC TIOYUTH MCYE3, JIUI0 OBIJI0O KPACHBIM U OMYXIIUM. f BHITJISAEsa yKacHO, YTO, B 00IIeM-To, OBITIO
MHE Ha I0Jb3Y.

4 3akpuuana: «IToxkamyicTa, BLICIYIIAliTe MEeHs, IIPexk/e YeM OTIIPAaBJIATh B TeMHuIy! f Bumemna
TIUI0 YOUUIIBI!»

KoMmHaTa BHe3aIlHO 3aryneia OT BOJIHEHHUS.

«4To0...!»

«39TO0 mpaBma?»

«boxe Mo !»

BrICOKOIIOCTaBIeHHBIE YNHOBHUKY OTYasTHHO 3a0eranu BOKPyr. OHU BHITJISIAEIIN ITPOCTO HEJeIo.

BrooBcTByloIas uMnepaTpulia Mogouia Ko MHe, OIMpasiCh Ha CBOUX TOPHUYHLIX. OHa Oblyla Tak
riny0oko OepeMeHHa, YTO ITOXO[Ka y Hee Oblyia 3a6aBHOM. Ee ritaza Cy3uIucs.

«BBI 0EUCTBUTENTLHO BUAEIH JIUI0 YOUUIIBI?»

4 mogHsANIa roJI0BY U YBEPEHHO CKa3zana: «/[la. 4 Bupmena ero."
HWwmmiepaTop nmpepBan MeHs.

«Torma nouemy Bel He cka3anu 3TOro Buepa?»

4 moBepHynack K HeMy. [T IPsSMO B €T0 3eJIeHbIe T1a3a, s IOBEICUIIA T0JIOC U YBEPEHHO OTBETHIIA:
«IToToMy 4TO Buepa He OblJIO OpUIMaTbHOM BCTPEYHU. ITO ObIJIO HePOPMAIbHO, CIAUIIKOM MHOTO
HEHYXHBIX yiIel. f XKmana IogXonsuero MOMeHTa, TaKoro, Kak cefyac, Irfie MpUCyTCTBYIOT BCe
caMble BaxKHbIE QUTYPHI».

{1 Monya cMoTperna Ha Hero. §1 Hafiesmach, 4TO OH ITOJIyYUII MOe IIOCTIaHue.
«Jly4iie TOMOTY MHe ceiyac, “Hade s paccKaxy UM o Tebe».

4 tepneTh He Morna 00! M HeHaBumena TeMHOTY. Ecnu OBl MeHSI Hayallu MHITATh B IIOA3EMeEIbE,



MHe OBl He TT0TPe60BalioCh MHOT'O BPEMEHH, YTOOR paccKa3aTh IPaBmy.

4 Orina yBepeHa, 4To OH MmoHsJ. OH BHITJISIEI CIIOKOWHO BO BPeMs BCeil BCTPEYHU 40 3TOr0 MOMEHTa.
Ho Teneps B ero ria3ax nosiBUI0Ch COMHEHME.

OH Tux0 B3M0xHY. [Ipexkae yeM BOOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIIEPATPHUIlA YCIIeNla YTO-TO CKa3aTh, OH CHesal
IIar B MO0 CTOPOHY.

«Torga, moxanyincra, pacckaxute MHe. Kak ero cuiH, s 06513aH OTOMCTHUTSH 3a oTia. Ecnu Bel MHE
IIOMOZKeTe, s1 0T6Iaromapio Bac 3a CMEeJIOCTh. »

OH mogYepKHY 3TO CJI0BO, HATIOMHUB MHE O CBOEM O6GEIIaHUHU ITPOIIION HOYBIO.
BroBcTByIoIIas uMIepaTpulia I0CMOTpella Ha KMIlepaTopa U ITOBEpPHYIach KO MHe.

Ona mocMoTpena Ha MeHs ¢ pabITuBof JOOPOTOM M THXO CIIPOCHIIA: «XOPOII0, TOTMa PACCKAXKUTE
HaM. Kak oH Burnggen? OH cka3al BaMm, KTo ero HaHSAI?»

¢ 3Hama, YTO OHa XOTeJla YCIbIIaTh OT MeHs. OHa X0Tesa, YToOH 5 CKa3ajia, YTo 3a yOUiCTBOM CTOUT
HOBBIM HMITePaTopP. Bo3M0KHO, ecnu OBl s 9TO CcHeiaia, OHa OBl IO3BOJIMIA MHE KHUTh.

OmHako, nemu, MUHYTY Ha3an Bul co6upamuch OTIIPABUTh MEHs B TEMHUITY. Barma danpumBas
noOpoTa MeHs He oOMaHeT.

... Ho, KOHEYHO, 3TO HE 03HAYAJIO, YTO 5 MOJTHOCTHIO JOBEPsI/Ia HOBOMY MMITEPaTopy.

«,.»

4 momymara HECKOJIBKO CEKYH].

YbI0 CTOPOHY § [MOJIXKHA MIPUHATH? BIOBCTBYyIOIIEH MMIIEPATPHIILI UITH HOBOTO HMIIEPATOpa?

Ecnu 51 MpUMKHY K UMIIEPATOPY, €ro IoJIokKeHue Oy[eT 3alUIeH0, ¥ BIOBCTBYIOIIAS UMIIepaTpUlla
OymeTt OeccunbHa 4TO-TMOO0 cuenaTh. Eciu OB s BCTala Ha CTOPOHY ObIBLIEN MMIIEPATPHUIE], ¥ HEe
ObLT OB IIaHC. JTO GBI OBl TYYIINH IIaHC, KOTOPHIM OHA KOTHa-Tu00 OT KOT0-TU00 MOTYyYuT.

>

OTO0 OBbIJIO HECJIOKHBIM PEIIeHNEM. ITOT MUP IIPUHAJIEXKa UMIIEPATOPY, EAUHCTBEHHOMY
HaCJIeOHUKY IpecTosia. d Oblla eAMHCTBEHHOU, KTO MOT €T'0 YHUUTOXHUTb.

Bo3MoxkHO, 51 Morjia 66l KOHTPOJIMPOBATH CUTyaruio. 51 3Hana ero ciaboe MecTo. 5 3Hana craboe
MECTO UMIIepPaTopa.

BcTtats Ha CTOPOHY BHOBCTBYI-OH.IGI‘;I HMIIEePAaTPUI L OBI710 OBI CITHIIIKOM PUCKOBAHHO. 9TO IBHO OBIIO OBI
HeIIPpaBUJILHBIM pPEIIEeHHEM.

Kpome TOT0, KTO IOBEPUT MHE, €CJIH 5 CKaxXy mpaBay? HacnemHuk, yOUBIINY CBOETO OTIIA,
MMIIepaTopa, CBOMMU COOCTBEHHBIMU pyKaMu? HUKTO MHE He ITOBEpHUT.

BrooBcTBylOmas UMIepaTpulia, BEPOSITHO, AyMaJsia, 4To JIYyKpelui HaHsI KOT0-TO A7t 9TON PaboTH.
KTo GBI MOT OOyMaTh, YTO IMMPUHI] COBEPIUIN YOUNCTBO caM?

9T0 03HAyaso, 4YTO TOBOPUTH IPaBay ObLIO OBl PABHOCUIIBHO CMEPTH.



Haxkowel, s mpuBejia CBOM MEICITH B TIOPSIOK. 4 moMmkHa Oblla momo0paTh paBUIbHEIE C10Ba. [IpaBa
Ha omMOKy y MeHs He OBLIO.

«Korpa s BoIITa B CIIaibHIO, OBIBIITUI UMIIEPATOP yKe OBIII... MEPTB».

«3JTO MHI yKe CIbIIIanu!», - Cka3ala MHe B OTYasHUM BOOBCTBYIOIIAs uMIepartpua. Kasanocs, oHa
Obly1a B UCTEPUKE, YTO MTOATBEPAUIIO MO€e ITPABUIIbHOE PEIlIeHHUeE.

4 cmenana riny6okuit Boox. Bce, 4To 51 moymkHa Oblna CHenaTh cerdyac, 3T0 yOequTeIbHO CONraTh.
«OKHO yXKe OBITIO OTKPHITO. {1 yBUOETa YelloBeKa B OfleXKe CIIYTH, BHIIPHITUBAIOIIET0 U3 OKHA.»
«IIpaBoe OKHO [IefiCTBUTENILHO OBIIIO OTKPHITO», - COTJIACUIICS KUMIIEPATOP.

¢ 3TOTO0 He BU[EIA, HO OH, MOXKHO OBITh, OTKPBITT OKHO, ITPexXae yeM cOexkaTh 110 TAaHHOMY IIPOXOY.
Kaxkoit momoperr. 4 coBceM 3a0biia 00 3TOM IIPOIIION HOYBIO.

4 npoponxkuna: «Jla, To caMoe OKHO. [Ipexpe yeM OH COPBITHYJI, 1 YBUAETIA €T0 JIUI0.»
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