['naBa 6: <['maBa 6>
Y MeHs He OBIJIO BpeMeHU 00IyMBIBaTh CUTYaIIHIO.
MyxunHa yrpoxalle npomenTan MHe: «Tcc, Benu ce0s1 TUXO0».

OH mpomoyIKall 3aKpPEBAaTh MHE POT U MPHUKAJI MOe T1/1e40 K KpoBaTu. OH GBI CUJIEH, a 5 - CIIMIIKOM
cnaba. He OBIJI0O HUKAKOTO CMBICTIA COMTPOTUBIISTHCS.

910 Onin yOuiiia. On youn umneparopa. [Ipodeccuonanbubl youia. 9 HU4ero He Morjia CHieaTh,
4yTOOH yOEIUTh ero He yOUBaTh MEHSI.

4 xotena kKuTh. MHe OBIJIO IJIEBATh Ha UMIIEPaTOpa. 4 MPOCTO XOTeIa XKUTh.
¢ KuBHYIa, II0Ka3aB eMy, YTO Oyay MOOYUHSATLCS ero MpukKa3aM.

Ero 3enenrle rna3a Cy3uauch. X0Ts Ha HeM U Oblla MacKa, 51 3HaJla, 4TO OH ynwbancs. Takon
YBEPEHHBIN U CIIOKOMHBIH B ITOO00HOM CUTYaIlNH.

OH cHOBa CKa3ajl MHe: «f1 Bepio, UTO THl He 3aKpUUHUIIb. ECIM TH 3TO CHeNaelb, 1 yobio Te0s1. U B
KOHEYHOM UTOT€ THl IPUCOEOUHUIILCS K CBOEMY MEPTBOMY MYXKY.»

¢4 mokauasa romoBoi. OH THXO paccMesiyics ¥ yOpasn PyKH.

«Aaa...»

¢l HaKOHeIl MOTJIa JbIIIATh.

MyxX4rHa IIOCMOTpEJI Ha MeHS CO CTPaHHBIM BhIpaxkKeHueM nuila. {1 mogHsia Ha Hero B3I,

OH KOHTPOJIMPOBAJI CUTyalni0. Y MeHs ObIJIO TOJIBKO [IBa BapHaHTa - TU00 ejaTh, YTO OH TOBOPHUT,
6o ymepets. Ho, o mpaBe roBopsi, BAPHAHTOB He OBIJI0, TOTOMY YTO s1 HaMepeBasacCh BEIXKMUTb.

OH mocrtarn elre 0OuH KWHXKa. JTO OB TOT XKe, YTO OH UCIIO0JIb30Basl, YTOOH yOUTH UMIIepaTopa.
[TpocToii, OOBIYHBIN KUHKAN 0e3 KakKux-mu0o ykpameHui. OH IPUCTaBUII €70 K MOEeMY TOpIy.

«I»

¢ He MorIa OBIATE, KHHKAJ XOJIO0AUIT MOIO KOXKY. f momKkHa Gblla celaTh XOTh YTO-TO, UHAYe OH
yObeT MeH4.

Oymait! d momxkHa ObIsIa YTO-TO IPUAYMaTh. 1 MOMXKHA BHIKUTD.
BHe3amHoO, MeHS 03apuia uaesd.

4 cka3zana eMy, apoxa. «4, f...»

“TeI?"

"4 mory Bam momous."

"qro?"

OH mocMOTpen Ha MeHs, KaK Ha cymaciieniyio. YTo, B MpruHLHUIE, ObII0 00BICHUMO. YTO MOXKET
cIesaTh OJIs 3TOr0 YejIoBeKa OecIione3Has HaJl0XKHHIA U3 c1aboi ceMpu?



OpHako y MeHs Oblna umes.

B 3T0i1 KOMHaTe ObLIM TOIHKO TPOE - MEPTBOE TeJIo, yOuiIla u .
TONBKO MBI TPOE.

Ecnu 51 BRIKUBY, 51 OOy eIUHCTBEHHHIM CBHUIETEJIEM.

«f... 1 MOry faTh OKa3aHUsd!»

&>

Ero rna3a 3a6necremnu. Kasanocsk, oH OUT 3aMHTPUTOBaH. 1 JOIKHA BOCIIOIB30BATHCS STUM IIIAHCOM.
910 MoxkeT cpaboTaTh. OTO HOMXKHO CpaboTaTh.

«ITo kako# Obl mpu4YKHe Bhl He yOuIu UMIIepaTopa, MHE BCe PaBHO. BBl XOTHTE OBITH YBEPEHHI, UTO
HUKTO He y3HaeT 0 Bac 1 o0 ToM, KTo Bac HaHsa, BepHO? Torga BaM HyXKeH KTO-TO, KTO JacCT JIOXKHbIE
IIOKA3aHUI. »

«Ecnu s yobio TeOst psIMO celivac ¥ UCUE3HY, HUKTO He HaWOeT MEHS».

«Ho aTo orpomHsIii 3aMoK. B paguyce 100 KMHOB OT Hee CTOUT cTpaxa. Pa3Be He Oe3onacHee UMETh
MeHs B KauecTBe cBuneTensd? S Oyny cumeTs 37ech, moka Brl He cOexuTe, a 3aBTpa 5 MOTY
pacckasaTh BCeM, UTO y yOuiinsl ObI 3aMEeTHBIY IIpaM Hafl IpaBhIM I'J1a30M, YepHHIe I'la3a U TeMHasd
KOXa».

Pa3ymeeTcs, y 3TOT0 4eyioBeKa He ObIIO HU TeMHOW KOXKH, HU IIpaMoOB. M ria3a y Hero ObUIH
3eneHbIMU. Ecniu g maM Takue nokKa3aHuUs, OH OymeT B 6€301acCHOCTH.

Y MeHs He OBIJIO IPUYMH 3TOTO He AeflaTh. ITOT YeJIOBEK CIIac MeHS OT IIpPeBpallleHUs B CEKC-
UTPYIIKY 3TOTO CTApOT0 U3BpallleHIia.

MHe Ka3asiock, YTO 3TO ObUT Ufea bHBIN IIJTaH. f BRIXKUAAIOIIE IIOCMOTpeIa Ha HeTO.
OH rpoMKO 3aCMesics.

«Xaxaxa! Trl oJIHa CIOPIIPU30B.»

Bce mou Hagexkawel yMepnu. Hox mpuXKaics K MOeMy TOPIIy ellle CUIIbHEe.

4 He moMHMIIa cebs OT CTpaxa.

«Yro ecnu g cKaxy Tebe, 4TO MHe BOOOIIe He HyKHa TBOS IIOMOIIIb?»

«... IPOCTHUTE?»

«MHe yfanoch BOUTHU B ITIOKOM, HECMOTPS Ha OeCUKCIIeHHOe KOJIMYEeCTBO CTPAKHUKOB, TaK YTO THI
ourm6riack B CBOMX IIPEAIONIOKeHUIX. MHe He HyKHO 0exXaTh Tak fajsieko. MHe BooO1ile He HyXKeH
CBUIETENb>.

4 He 3Hama, YTO CKAa3aThb.

Y MeHs 3aKpyXKunach royjosa. J mpaBga gymara, YTO 3TO MOXKeT cpaboTaTh, HO omubnach. Mos
IIOCTIEeIHSS Hafexkma Oblyla Ha MUJIOCEPAUE 9TOTO YeIoBeKa.



Ho, kK coxkaeHnio, 3T0 Ka3alioch ManoBeposiTHIM. OH 0e3 KonebaHu, XJTaqHOKPOBHO YOUIT
uMIlepaTopa. YOUTE ellle ofnHy Oe3bIMSIHHYIO JeBYIIKY [AJIsT HETO HUYEero He CTOUIIO.

Ero xonopHbie 3eNeHbIE TIa3a CMOTPEJIN Ha MEeHs CBEePXYy BHHUSI. brino OImyieHune, 94TO OH CMOTPEII Ha
KYyCOK MfCa, d HE Ha YeJIOBEeKa.

¢ He x0Tesa OTBOOUTD B3I, {1 HE MOTJIa CKPHITh CBOM CTpPaX, HO BCe 3Ke X0Tesa ObITh cMenoi. Eciu
s ¥ YMPY CErofHs, TO X04y XOTsI ObI COXPAHUThL CBOIO TOPIOCTE.

K cuacThio, HaeMHHUK OBICTPO YOHI MMIIepaTopa. BeposiTHO, OH MOT OBl 0Ka3aTh MHE TaKyi0 XKe
YCIIyTy.

«Torpa st MOTY ... IOITPOCUTH Bac 00 OOMKEeHUU?»
«OMmONKEeHUU?», - OH TOTHSAI OPOBH.

«... Ecriu Brl cobupaeTech yOUTh MeHS, TO, IT0XKaylicTa, yoelite MeHs... ObIcTpOo. BRI MOXKeTe chenaTh
3TO, Tak Bens? He mymaro, 94To 3T0 O6yIET Tak CIOKHO.», - 1 TIIyO0KO B3LOXHYIIA.

Mou pyKu BCe ellle 3aMeTHO OpoxKaju, U 3y0 Ha 3y0 He momapal.
OH moMos4an HeCKOIbKO CEeKYHII, a I0TOM PacCMesiCs:
«Xaxaxal!»

«4T0?»

OH paccMesiicst, Kak OyiTo uMes 9T0 B Buny. Ha cekyHAy s1 3a06eCIIOKOUIach, YTO KTO-TO MOXKET
YCIIBIIIIATE €70 ¥ BOWTH B IMTOKOU. M TOrHa s MOHsIIa, HACKOIBKO XKe 5 TIIyIa.

BrI1o GBI TyYIlle, eciiy OBl KTO-TO BOILIET - Y MEeHS OBII OBI ITAHC BRIKHUTE.
[Touemy s BooO11e Gecrokounack 00 3TOM youiiiie?
9TO0 BCe PaBHO YTO MHIIIb 6yaeT 6eCITOKOUTLCS 0 6€30MTaCHOCTH KOIIKH.

Kazarnocs, or uutan Mou Meiciu. OH CHOBa 3acMesiyics U yOpasl 1e3Bre OT Moel Ieu. f cHoBa MOIia
IBIIIATS.

«Bcsikun pas, KOorga uMIiepaTop IIpUuBOOUT HAWBHYIO MOJIOOYIO NEBYIIKY B CBOIO ITIOCTEJIb, 3 KOMHATHL
Pa3galTCAd BCEBO3MOZXKHEIE KPDUKHU. Bort II04YeMy OH IIPUKa3all OXPAaHHUKdAM M CIIyI'daM OEePZKATbCA B
100 kuHAxX OT ero mokoeB. HeBaxHO, YTO 3[eCh IIPOUCXOOUT, HUKTO HE BOMMET B 9Ty KOMHaATY.

YTo mesa UMIIEPATOP C ITHMHU XeHIIHHAMK? ¢ X0Tesa IHYTh er0 MepTBOe TeJo, HO caepKaach u
CKa3aJla HAeMHHUKY: «... KaKeTCsI, MHE [T0Be3JI0, YTO Bl MPULIIIH».

Myx4rHa yIBIOHYJICS ¥ OUTPal C KMHXKAJIOM, 6pocasi ero B BO3yX u J10Bs. OH MPOJOIKaJl OeaTh
3TO CHOBA ¥ CHOBA. JTO OBIJIO ITOX0Ke Ha IIMPKOBOE MpeficTaBIeHre. MHe 0CTaBaIOCh HAJESThCS, YTO
OH He OPOCHUT ero B MEHSI.

4 mocnymHo cupmerna mepen HUM U XK[ajia, I0Ka OH 3aTOBOPHUT. PasyMHee BCero BecTu Cce0s1 KPOTKO,
KOT7Ia ¥ YeJI0BeKa HAIIPOTHB B PyKaX HOXK.

Haxkosnern oH cka3an MHe: «JIoruka y TebsT HEMHOT'0 XpOMa€eT, HO HE BO BCEM».



«YT0, mpocTuTe?»

«ECTb KOe-4TO, UTO Thl MOXKeIllb COeIaTh AJIT MEHS».
Hakoser, s yBunesna CBeT B KOHIIE 3TOT0 TEMHOI'O TyHHETIS.
"H-y10 XKe 310?"

OH yneOHYACSA. «TH BRITJISIOUIND TaK, OYATO TOTOBa Ha Bce. Thl TU3HYIa OBl MO0 HOTY, €CITH Ol 5
IIOTTPOCHI?»

"Meurtai 00 3TOM."

4 He mryTtuna. Ecnu Gbl OH IpUKa3all MHE, 51 Obly1a OBl TOTOBA JIM3aTh €r0 OOTUHKH.
«A THI cMeJiasi, MOJI)KeH 3TO MPU3HATh.»

OH OB MCKPEHHE BIIEYAT/IEH U MOTSHYJCS KO MHE.

He 06pa1ua5{ BHUMAHHWA Ha TO, KdK s B3OAPOTHYJIa, OH IIOIIPABUJI MO€ IIJIaThe, YTOOHI IIPUKPBITH
oOHaXXKeHHOoe IIJIeY0. 3aTeM OH CTallluJI MEHA C KPOBATU U BHUMATEJIbBHO OCMOTPEII.

Bre3amnHo oH npuka3ain: «II0BepHUCH.
«4T0, mpocTUTE?»

Korpa oH B3rIsiHY Ha MeHSs, IPUILITIOCH ClleNlaTh, KaK OH Impocui. Korma s cHoBa BCTpeTHIaCh C HUM
B3TJISIIOM, OH y[IOBIETBOPEHHO KUBHYJI. EMy ITOHPaBUIIOCH TO, YTO OH YBU[EN...? TO OHIJIO IPOCTO
CMEIIIHO.

¢4 Griya mpasBa.
«X0po1110, 4YTO Ha TBOEH OfieXKMIe HET KPOBU».
KpoBs?

OH mpopommxui: «Kaxk g y»Ke rOBOPHUII, HUKTO CIOfla He BOUIET, MaXkKe eClIM YCIbIIUT Kpuk. Ho, ecnu
THL BEIOEXKUIIb 0TCIOfA C KPUKOM, 9TO OyHeT ApyTrasi UCTOPUS.»

«YTo, mpocTuTe?»

«Korpa s yiiny, TH JOJI2KHa BEIOEXKATh U3 9TOM KOMHATHI».

"Yro?"

«ThI OyfelIb AeaTh, YTO 5 TOBOPIO, UJTM IIPOJOJIXKUIITH 3alaBaTh BOIIPOCK?»
«...» 4 Mo4a KMBHYJIa.

OH npomomxum: «4epe3 3Ty OBEPD I HE MOTY YUTU. Uepe3 OKHa ToXe. Il He MOT'y IIONaCThCS CTpaxKe.
[ToaToMy, Korfia 51 Yy, TH BEIOEKUIIIb OTCIOfla, KpU4a, ¥ CKaXKellh CTPaXKHUKaM, YTO UMIIEPATOD
ObL1 yOUT. MOXKeITh 3anaakaTh UIK yIacTh B 00MOPOK, OEeJI0 TBOE.»

«JTO... ITO IOMOXKeT Bam?»



OH KUBHYII.

4 He Morya MoHATL. Pa3Be yOuiiliaM He BEITOJHO, YTOOHI UX JKEPTB HAaXOOUIN KaK MOXKHO 1Mo3xke? TeM
He MeHee, OH XOTeJI, YTOOHI TeJlo uMIIepaTopa ObsIo 00HapPYyKEeHO HEMEJIEHHO.

«3JTO BCe, UTO Tebe HyKHO chenaTh. CKaxy UM, YTO HUKOTO He BUena. XOTS HET, ST OCTABIII0 OHO U3
OKOH OTKPBITHIM, II03TOMY CKaXKK UM, YTO THI BUZEJIa TEMHYI0 GUTYPY, cOeralolyio 4epe3 OKHO, HO
He BUmea, KTO 3TO OB,

9 kuBHYyIa. ECITM OH OCTAaBUT MEHS B XKHUBBIX, 1 ObIJIa TOTOBA Ha BCE, HO 9TO Ka3aJI0Ch CIUIIKOM
7erKuM. JTO BCe, YTO MHE HYKHO OBbIJIO CAeNaTh?

Ero 3eseHnle ria3a Kak GYJITO HacMeXxalluch Hajlo MHOM.

OH mpopommxum: «Jla, BepHo. Ecnu T coenaens To, 4TO 5 cKasall, TO OyHellb XUTh, U ... S MOT OBl
maxke HarpaguTh TeOs».

Harpapna? Kakas marpapga?

OH Hec Kakou-To 6pen. TToka s1 pa3MBIIUIsSIa Hag TEM, YTO OH CKa3asl, OH 00EpHYJICS ¥ IOMOIIeNT K
OIHOM M3 CTEH crmajabHU. Korga oH TONKHYIT HECKOJIBKO KUPIUYeH, MOSIBUIICS HeOOIbIIION TPOXO].

He obpamiasi BHUMaHUS MOM B3[0X, OH IIOOMUTHYJI MHe: «YIa4yd, COOOIIHUIIA».
... U 1yT 4 nonsna.

¢ BUpesa 3TOTO YejoBeKa paHble. DT HeOOBIYHEIE 3eJIeHble T1a3a. CHavasla OHU BHITIISIEIH
nOOPBEIMHY, HO ST BUMEJIA B HUX XOJIOM M XKECTOKOCTD.

He 3agyMeiBasics, s npobopMoTana:
«JIyk ... Kpe ...»

Ero nu1o mpeBpaTUioch B KAMeHb.
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