['nmaBa 4.

«A-a-a!», - 1 BCKpUKHYJIa 0T youBJieHus. Ha MeHsI Hauas IUTHCS IPKUM CBeT. { gpoxkKasa OT CTpaxa,
korga OprieaH NMOATOJIKHYJIa MeHS BIeper. f MeajieHHO HallpaBUJIaCh K IBEPU.

KpacHBI# KOBEp MOKPHIBAJ OPOKKY U JIECTHUILY.
JIromu BOKPYT MEHS IePellenThHBaUCh:

«Or0, TOCMOTPY Ha 3TH YEePHEIE KAK CMOJIb BOJIOCHL. »
«BBI TIpaBma mymMaeTe, YTO OHA I0Yb T'eprora?»

«$1 crpImIan, oHa ero BHeOpavyHas HOYb»

«$1 mymara, 4TO OHA [albHSS POICTBEHHHUIIA. »

«Pa3Be He MiafIIas ero qoYb JOJIXKHA Oblyla MPUHTH cerogus? MmmepaTop OBl 0OYeHb B3BOJTHOBAH
9THM.»

«Kakoi HeoOBIYHLIN IIBET KOXKU».

HeynuBuTenbHO, 4TO JIOAU OBITA COUTEL C TONKY. JIncOeT momxkHa Obiyia OBITH 30€Ch, HO BMECTO Hee
OHM YBULEJIX HE3HAKOMYI0 20-JIeTHIOK JeBYLIKY.

Kakum-to YyAaoM 4 YCTOsiJIa Ha HOraX, CIIyCTUBIIKUCE C JIECTHHUIIEL. qupa Be4YepOM MHE CKa3alJiM, KadkK s
OOJIZKHa ﬂeﬁCTBOBaTB ceromusd. 4 3TOro He X0Telna, HO S SICHO IIOMHHIIa Ka}KI[beI 9Tall HEPEMOHNHN.

HepBHM OeJIoOM, s IIOKJIOHUIIACh.

[Tpexpe yueM OpiieaH CHOBa B MeHS TKHYJIA, s IPOU3HECTIA CJI0BA, KOTOPhIe BEIy4MIa HAau3yCTh: « s
MeHs 00JIbIIast YeCTh, KakK mouyepu ceMbr boHaduT, BCTpeTuThes ¢ MMmnepatopoM KpaHcum».

4 ycnrimana, Kak OpieaH ¢ o0nerdeHneM B3goxHya. [I0JI:KHO OBITE, 5 BCe COeflalia IIPaBUIIbHO.
Kaxk TOnbKO 51 3aKOHYHMJIa TOBOPHUTH, S YCIBIIIANA IIary, HallpaBJISoIIuecs B MO0 CTOPOHY.
[To mecTHUIle KO MHe cIiycKajcsa MMnepaTop.

4 yBupmena mapy 3a0CTPEHHBIX Tydensb. ITo Oblla Takas Hejemnas 00yBb, YTO S YyTh HE paccMesiiach,
HO CMOTJIa ce0st cepkKaTh.

Pa3gancs He3HAKOMEIY T'OJIOC:

«ITogHUMHU TOIIOBY».

Tonoc ObLT 0YEHb PE3KUM.

4 Tak gpoxarsa, 4To y MeHs CTydaiu 3yOnl. f cxkana WX U MOAHSIIA TOJI0BY.
[Tepeno MHOI CTOSII MOU OYOYIINN MyX.

«,..»

«0... Hy 4TO0 XK, He IJI0X0. & mpeqcTaBms TeOsl HEMHOIO IIO-APYTOMY, HO 9TO COBCEM He IIIOXO0», -



CcKa3ajl MHe 70-TeTHUU XMBIDb.

¢ Hapesinack, YTO BCe 3TO OBIIO OMIMOKOM, ¥ YTO S HOJKHA OblyIa BEIUTH 3aMyXK 3a MOJIOLOTO
ropsiuero napHs. Bo3MoxkHO, 9TOT mapeHb OBIT MPOKIISAT, M KaK TOIBKO MPOKIATHE OyIEeT CHSATO, 9TOT
CTapUK IIPEeBPATUTCS B IPEKPaCHOTO IIPHHIIA.

Ho Bce 9T0 GBIIM TIYIIOCTH.

Moii OymyIui My OBITT MOPIIUHUCTHIM, YPOMAIUBEIM CTAapUKOM. OH OBIIT TOJICTSIKOM, HO TAKUM
MOPIIMHUCTHIM, YTO C TPYJOM B 3TO BEPUJIOCH. A KaK y2KacHO OT Hero maxyio! Ero Boymock 6bitu
TIOJTHOCTHIO OeNbIMU, Kak 6yaTo OBLIM IIOKPHITH YOI,

Ecnu Ovl MOH memynika GBI elrie KuB, eMy OblI0 ObI 0K0s10 70 j1eT. S BCIIOMHMIIA, KaK PacCMaTpUBasa
dboTorpaduu C HUM, U OH BHITJISEI ONPSITHEIM IXKEHTIbMEHOM. ¢ 0XKumana YBUOETh KOT0-TO
IIOXO0XKEro, HO KaK ke s OIu0asach.

Temeps 51 OYYBCTBOBAJIA BCIO PEANTbHOCTh CUTYaIMH. S COOMPAIOCh CTAaTh HAJIOXKHUIIEH 3TOTO
YPOMJIKBOTO CTapHKa.

Y MeHs MOJKOCUIUCh HOTH, KOTZia 1 0CO3Hasla, 4To IIPOUCXOOHUT. OpneaH B IIIOK€ aXHYIJIa. BHe3anHo B
KOMHAaTe CTaJlI0 THUXO.

¢l 3Hasa, YTO MOJIKHA OBbINla MOTHSATHCS Ha HOTH, HO ST X HE YyBCTBOBAJIA.
Ho BOpyT KT0-TO mMoman MHe pyKy. Pyka B 6ejoi mepyaTke.

«Jlemu, DOMKHO OBITH, OYEHD yCTaJla IOCTIe HOJITOr0 IyTEelIeCTBUS».

¢ B3si7a €ro 3a PyKy 4 BCTala.

Ot Hero yynecHo maxJyo. Korpa s mogHsiia rojoBy, Iepefo MHOU CTOSI MOJIofoM 4enmoBeK. OH OBIT
IIOJTHOM ITPOTUBOIIOI0KHOCTHIO MOET0 OyayIIero Myxa.

9T0 moJXKHO OBITE IIyTKa. KOHTPACT OB IPOCTO IIOKUPYIOIINM.

KpacuBoe nuiio, CBeTIIbIE CUSIOIIKME BOJIOCH, 3eJIeHEIE I'la3a, CBETAIIHecCs NOOPOTOoM. OTOT KPaCHUBHIN
MOJIOMIO¥ YeJIOBEK BHITTISIAE I Ha HEeCKOJILKO JIeT CTapIlle MeHS.

[ToueMy OH He MOT' CTaTb MOUM MYyKeM?

4 tuxo mpobopmoTana: «C-crracubo».

Ou yneionyncs. Takas goOpas yiaei0Oka.

«He ctout 6narogapHocTy. BBl BCKOpe CTaHETe MOEU MaueXoi, TaK YTO TElepPb Mbl CEMBbS.
«,.»

Y MeHs 3aKpyxKunach roigosa. Mauexa?

U Torpa s moHsina. TOT MOJIOZOM YesloBeK ObLJI efMHCTBEHHBIM HaCJIeMHUKOM BEJIUKOT0 IIPeCcTolia
KpaHucumn.

Jlykpenuu Jle Kpancus.



9TO OBLT OH.

C cusioel yaeI0KOM OH Tepefa MeHs CBOeEMY OTILY.
Moii 6ynymuii MyxX.

Crapuk.

MopuHsucTas I0THad pyKa KOCHYJIaCh MOeU KOXHU. MHe Ka3a/oCh, YTO I10 MOEX PYKe IIONI3eT XKYK,
HO S TPUJIOKUJIA BCe CUJIBI, YTOOH HE CheXKUTHCA. f yKe COBepIluia OOHY OMMOKY U He Morja
II03BOJIUTD cebe elle OfHY.

4 omycTua nuIo, CoeaB BUM, YTO CTECHSIOCH. {1 He X0Tejla CMOTPETh HU Ha OTIla, HU Ha ChIHA.
¢ He x0Tena MpU3HABATh ITY KECTOKYI0 PeasbHOCTE.
VimmepaTop mofBes MeHS K BepIINHE JIeCTHUIIEL. TaM Hac 0XKUOANTA CeMb KEHIIIHH.

HMnepaTop yKa3aa Ha OOHY U3 HUX U IIpUKa3ajl MHeE: «[I0KJIOHUCE eil. DTO UMIepaTpula
Kartnsanupa.»

OHa Obl/Ta YOUBUTEIFHO MOJIOHOW U KpacuBou. OHA BHITIISIAEIAa HEMHOTO CTaplile MpHUHIa, HO
HeHaMHOTO0. E# 6b1JT0 4yTh OOJIBIE TPUALIATH.

[TpuHI BHITISOENT MOJIOXKE CBOET0 BO3pacTa, II09TOMY, BO3MOXKHO, UMIIepaTpulia Oblia cTaplie.
TpynHo OBLIO CKa3aTk.

Ee pyOuHOBO-PBEIKKE BOJIOCH OB 3a0paHEl B BEICOKYIO TpuuecKy. Ko BceMy mpoueMy, oHa Obina
ry00KO B MOJIOKEHUH.

¢ IOKIIOHUIIaCh el:

«Jlnst MeHst 60JIbIIIAS Y€CTh BCTPETUTH HAIITY BEJIUKYI0 UMIIEPATPUILY».

«[IpugaTHO TO3HAKOMHUTHCSI», - OTBETUJIA OHA MHe Ge3ydacTHoO. {1 IBHO ee He UHTepecoBasa.
«A 9TO0 ee mouepw, MpHUHIleCCH JIunraHa u Pozenusa».

ViMmepaTop NpefiCcTaBUII MEHS OIBYM MOJIOHBIM AeByIKaM. OgHoii 60 61uke K 20-TH rofaMm, a
npyras BeITIsAfena Ha 15. Kak u y ux MaTepu, y HUX 00eux ObIJIA phIKHMeE BOJNOCH. K c4acThio, TuIlaMu
OHM Takxke OO0JIbIle TOXOMWIN Ha MaTh, a HE Ha UMIIepaTopa.

4 cHOBa IOKIOHUIIACh UM. B OTBET OHM BEXKINBO MOKJIOHUINCH MHE.

Crnepyrouye 4eThpe XKeHIKUHE ObUIN XKeHaMu uMIiepaTopa. HeKoTophle BEITISAENN CTapile
VimnepaTpuirsl KaTnsHUpSH, ApyTHe - Mojioxke. [107IKHO OBITh, BCe OHU OBUIM M3 Pa3HbIX CTPaH, Tak
KaK ObLIM NIpefCTaBUTEeIbHUIIAMU Pa3HBIX pac.

Bce YeThIpEe XKEeHIIMNHBI OBIIH IIPEKPAaCHHI. W BCe 0HU DOBONBLHO HEeHMCKpPEHHE MEHJ IIOIIPHUBETCTBOBAJIH.

Y umnepaTopa Oplna OgHA UMIIepPaTPUIla, YETHIPE XKEHHl ¥ YeThIPHAAIATh HAJTOKHMUIL. f momkHa Onlna
cTaTh naTHapuaTod. OpuuuanbHEIMU GUTYPAMU CYUTANTUCH TOJIBKO UMIIEPATPHUIlA U KEHH. [103ToMy
HU OJHOM M3 HAJIOXKHHUI] 30eCh He OBIIIO.



[IaTHaguaTas HanoxkHKUIA. CaMasi HOBEHBbKAS U, CIIef0BaTeIbHO, caMasi cnabas u 06Ha11a101uaﬂ
CaMBIM HM3KUM CTAaTyCOM U3 BCEX HHUX. K MoumMm rmasam IMOOCTYIIUIIA CJIE3HI.

HaxkoHe1 uMnepaTop npencTaBuil MeHs IPUHIY:

«A 3TOT IpEeKpacHLIM MOJIOOOU YeJIOBEK - MOM €JUHCTBEHHLIN ChIH M HAaClIeOHUK, JIyKperun».
«JInst MeHs 0OJIbIIasl YeCTh BCTPETUTh BEJIMKOTO HAaC/leIHUKA 3TOM UMIepun». f MOKIOHUIIACS.
Korpa 51 mopHs1a ria3a, ero yiael0Ka BHTTIAeNIa UHAYe.

Ero yneiOka Bce ere Oblyia JOOPOM, HO ero B3I OB IYCTHIM. OTO OJIMIOCH BCEI0 CEKYHAY, HO S
BCE K€ 3TO 3aMeTHua.

'...4T0 3TO OBLIO?'
ViMmepaTop MPUTSHYN MeHs K cebe. f moTepsisia paBHOBeCHE, HO, K CYACThIO, YOepKaaach Ha HOTax.

MMmepaTop 3acTaBujl MeHS BCTATh Ha KOJIEHHU TIepefl HUM. 3aTeM OH KallHyJI MHEe Ha TOJIOBY [IBe
KaIlJI1 Macjia ¥ TPOMKO OOBSBUII:

«Tenepsb g 00bsiBnstio Ca buny me BoHaduT, mepByi0 m04b reprora Ausna, Moe# mTHaAIaTOH
HAJIOXKHULIEH».

Bce dIllJIOAXUPOBAIIN. 9TO Kazanoch HepeaJIbHBIM, HO B OOTHOM 1 OnblTa YBEpPEHa. A cTana HamoXKHUIIEH
9TOI'0 CTAPOro XMEIPs.

¢ 30 Bcex cuIl cTapanach He KycaTth Ty0sI. 1 cTapanach yaei6aThCs, HO Y MEHS IPOXKaIU TyOHI.
HmnepaTop ORICTPO CXBATHUII MEHS 3a Taluio. MHe Ka3ajoCh, YTO MEHS OYIIUT OTPOMHAs 3Mes.

Korpa st ymuBIeHHO MMOJHSA TJla3a, UMIIEPATOp yIbIOHYICS MHE. Ero 3yOnl OBITH YEPHBIMU U
rHUIBIMUA. HO MeHS yXe HU4eM He YIUBHUTE.

¢ cHOBa TIOMBITANACh YIRIOHYTHCS.
ViMmepaTop THUXO IIPOLIETITA MHE:

«Kak u roBopuy repuor, y Te6st HeoOBYHBIN IIBET KOKK. CTpaHHO, HO MHEe 9TO HpaBUTCA. U ... g
BUXKY, UTO THl OYEHb 3aCTEHYMBA, a 3TO, CKOPEE BCET0, 3HAYHUT, UTO THI IEBCTBEHHHUIIA», - €T0 TJla3a
CMOTPEJIU Ha MeHs C BoxpaeneHueM. «CeromgHs OymeT MHTEPeCHass HOUb».

[To moemy Temny nmobexkanu MypalliKy.
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