[TockobpKy MasieHbKOMY 371b¢y 65110 6051ee 200 j1eT, TO 9TOMY CTApPUKY, BEPOSITHO, 60JI€€ THICIYH
TeT.

4 MoYTUTENbHO CKIIOHUIIA TOJIOBY, a CTaprfI SJ'[B(i), IIOCMOTPEB Ha MEHA U Had IIPUHIIA I103a04, BOAPYT
YPOHUII CBOIO NEPEBAHHYIO TPOCTh, KOTOPAsA YKa3bkIBalld B HAIlly CTOPOHY, UCITYTaHHO BOCKJIMKHYII:

— YTo ¢ 9TUM 4ennoBeKOM He Tak?! UTo mesnaTh? 3aueM Tl IPUBEJI B Hallly IEPEBHIO ApakoHa?! Halra
IepeBHs Teepb oOpedeHa, HaM BceM NpupeT KoHen! Bece OyneT paspyiieHo!

Crapeid 571b(d ymasa Ha 3eMJTI0 ¥ Hadall TOPEeCTHO IPUYUTATh:

— Mos nepeBHs... Bcemy npugeT Kosel,.

Korpga s yKpafkoii mocMoTpesia Ha IIPUHIA, OH OTBEPHYJICS, CJIOBHO OB CMYIIEH OEeUCTBUAMU 37Ibda.

4 mporoTuna cioBa, Mpexae YeM OHU YCIIeJIM COPBAThCS C A3bIKa. BrIpaxkeHue MOero Jula
TOBOPUJIO caMo 3a cebsi: 9TO BCe Ka3asloCh HACTOJIBKO CMEIIHBIM U CTPAHHBIM, YTO ST HETTPOU3BOIBHO
Havasa yib0aThes.

bor SHL(I)OB, KOTOpBIfI IIpsAMO celyac CTOSI rnepeno MHOH, OKa3aJiCsd He TaKuM YK 1
BE€JIN4YE€CTBEHHLBIM, KakK s cebe ero mpencTaBiisia.



— Yto? He Benu cebs Kak MaJIeHLKUHA MalbuuK. Tebe BeOn ThICAYaA JIeT.

910 Oor unu... Het, Cenedu, He Topomuch ¢ BriBogamu. Illest y Hero Myxckasi, HO B OCTaJIbHOM OH
CKOpee IIOX0XK Ha JKEeHIIMHY — K3-3a ero rpy0oro BuAa U yIpsIMCTBa IO yrafaTh CJI0XKHO.

Kaxetcs, 1 He cMor1a OBl OIIPEIeTUTD €T0 II0J1, faXKe ecau Okl OH OBITT MOJIOXKeE.

4 yxe nouyTty nmpubIM3UIach K CTapily, KypuBllieMy 3HaKOMOTO BUfla CHTapeThl, KOoTAa IMIPUHII
TIOTIRITAJICST OCTAHOBUTH MEHSI, CXBATUB 3a PYKy. Ho s mopmoIita mocTaToyHO 6IM3K0 ¥ Havalla
Me[IJIEeHHO TOBOPUTE:

— ITouemy OBl BaM He ITO3BOIUTL 3TOMY PeOEHKY BOHUTH BO B3POCIYIO KHU3HB? M3-3a ero cimabocTu
MOHCTPHI HAalla[aloT Ha JIIOfiel, OHKM HapYIIalT MUP MeXAy pacamu. [loxkainyiicTa, eCiiu y Bac HET
CepPhe3HOU MPUYKHEI [JIST 0TKAa3a, IIPUMHUTE 3TOT0 3bga.

— OTO UCXOJOUT U3 TBOETO cephua? B mepByro odepens, TH caMa A0JIKHA PELIUTh, KTO THI.

4 ocraHoOBMIIACch U 3ayMasiach Ha MTHOBeHME. EMMHCTBEHHOE, YTO S MOTJIa OTBETUTh, — 3TO TO, YTO
s moub repiora [Iupened. Ho NMYHOCTL OBOPSIHUMHA He UMeJla HUKAKOoro 3HaYeHus ans bora.



U bor, ka3anocs, UMeIN B BUOY OTHOIIEHUA MEXIY MHOH U SJ'IL(IJOM, a He TO, KEM s ABIIAIOCH.

— 4 HeBecTa 3TOrO 3MbdA.

-THI... THI BCE e1é...?! — rPOMKO 3aKpuya PeiBeH, YCIkIIIaB MO CJIOBA.

CrnoBa 0 ToM, 4TO 5 OBLIa IIOMOJIBIIEHA C 371b()OM, €CTECTBEHHO OBIIIM JI0XKbI0. HeT BeCKOM IPUYNHE,
10 KOTOPOM 51 HOJIKHA Ceryac BHIUTU 3aMyXK 3a Hero.

9T0 OBINIO MTPOCTO 1T TOT'0, UTOOHI 5T MOT'JIa BO BCEM 3TOM pPa3o0paThCs.

HecMoTps Ha oueBUOHHIM 00MaH, IPUHI], Ka3aJI0Ch, IIPUHS MOHU CJI0OBA 3a MPaBMy.

Vi3HavanbHO B poMaHe, PeiiBeH OBl 4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIM JIETKO MOT 00HAPYKUBATh TAKYIO JIOXKE.

A BOT pebeHOK-311b(, KaxKeTCs, BCE 3aMeTHI.

[TpuHI pa3o4apoBaHHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha MeHs: «Crernai BUM, YTO HE CIIBIIIANa 9TOTO.»

Kak MHe Temeps cuenath BUA, YTO S 9TOTO He CIBIIIania...?



He obpamiasi BHUMaHUS Ha MO€ CTPaHHOE MTOBe[eHNEe, YCIIbIIIaB MOU CJI0Ba, 00T 31bG0OB 3aCMesIIICS.

— BBl ceityac roBopuTe 0 IEPEMOHUM COBEPIIEHHOJIETHS TYLIX 3bda? ITO He UMeeT OOJIbIIOTOo
3HaueHud. f momymar, 4yTo OblsI0 OBl 3MOPOBO, ecyy Obl OH ITPOBEJ CO MHOM ITapy 3aHSATHM KakK MO’
yuenuk. Ho g maxe u He gymas o0 TOM, YTOOH IPU3HATH ETO.

[TomaBreHHas PeIIuTeIbHHIMU CI0BaMu bora, s cTépra cBoé mo6poxkenaTenbHoe BEIpaXkeHue ¢ Iuiia
1 Hayasa yrpoXkaTh €My, TOBOPS CAMBIM XOJIOQHEIM TOHOM, KOTOPHIM TOJIBKO MOTTIA:

— 4 He ornymy Te6s. MHe BCE€ paBHO, aNbGUUCKUH 1 Thl Bor unu emé kTo-To. 51 mocrasmio Te6s Ha
MEeCTO U YHHUUYTOXY.

Crapel] 0TOPOIEI OT MOUX CJIOB, 6YI[TO €My CKa3aJl¥, 4YTO 3eMJid IIJIOCKad, a He KPYyTIilad.

MoxeT 51 ¥ HeMHOTO IIepebopIiuiIa, HO MHE X0TeJIoCh ORICTPEe CO BCEM 3THUM ITOKOHYUTh U BEPHYThCS
IOMOH.

4 melTanacek He BCTYIIQTh B KOH(prHTaHI/IIO C 9THMHU OBYMA UM HE UOTHU C HUMHU Ha I€PETrOBOPHI], HO MHE
OBLTIO TSIXKE0 CIIPaBJIATBECA C TOPAOCTHIO HAaCJIEOHOT' O ITPUHIIA.

Mou cnoBa, BUAMMO 3By4asy OJIs HUX KaK TPOM cpenu sicHoro HeOa. PeliBeH HEPBHO MOCMOTPEN Ha
MEHS ¥, CTJIOTHYB CIIIOHY, CKa3aJl:



— Cenebun...?

OH BRITTISIAEN U3YMJIEHHBIM. A peGEHOK, B OT/IMYKe OT MPHHIIA, Ka3aJiCsd 3aUHTEePECOBAHHEIM, B €T0
ryla3ax 3aXKEercs OroHeéxK JI000IEITCTBA.

— IoBTOPUTE MHE eII€ pas, UTO 3TO [EBYIIKa TOJILKO YTO MHE CKa3aia?!

¢l 0OCTOPOXKHO IMUXHYJIA IPUHIIA JIOKTEM B OOK.

[TpuHL, TOYYBCTBOBAB TOTYOK, BAPYT IIOAHSJ BEICOKO PYKY BBEPX U OOTPOHYJICS [0 CBOETO BUCKA,
oynTo y Hero 6osesa roiosa.

3aTeM OH TSXKeNo B3OOXHYII.

Bor cMoTpen Ha MeHd Tjla3aMH, ITIOJTHEIMU THeBa, OyaTo ORI TOTOB Pa30pBaTh MEHS Ha MaJleHbKUe
KYyCOYKH.



-Ila? Brl IelicTBUTEIHHO COOMpPaeTeCh TaKOE IPOBEPHYTH CO MHOU? CMeeTe i BBl OPOCUTDH BHI30B
BceMoryiemy bory?

f oco3Hana, 4YTo MOs XKU3Hb MOXKEeT 000pBaThCS B JII00YI0 CEKYHIY OT PYK 9TOro Tymoro bora.
[ToyysB OIIaCHOCTH B €ro JIulle, s OTsSHyIa PeliBeHa Ha3an.

— Hy Xe, naBaiiTe, IOMEHSIWUTE CBOU LIBET I'Jla3 Ha KPACHBIM TaKXKe, KaK TOIa Bbl IPOBEPHYJIU 3TOT
TPIOK B meriepe. J[laBaiTe, B 9TOM HET HUYEro IIJI0X0ro. MHe KaXeTcs, YTO OH Hu3Mu# bor, HO
IIOCKOJIBKY OH BCE-TaKU BoT, BB IOMKHBEI O0POTHCS C HUM B IIOJIHYIO CHUILY.

4 HacunbHO TONKHYyNa PeliBeHa BIIepEN, CIPSATABIINCH 3@ €T0 CIIMHOM.

JIuuo Bora 3n1b(0B MCKa3uila YpOAIUBas rpuMaca: 0X0xXe, MO CJI0Ba O TOM, YTO OH HU3IHUM Bor,
€ro 0CKopOum.

HpI/IHI_I K€ OTBETHUJI CO CMYIIIEHHBIM U COEP2KAaHHBIM BEIPDAXKEHUEM:

— 370... { He cobupaioCch 3TOTO AEeNaTk...!

— Heyxenu BbI cobupaeTeCch OCTaBUTh BCE KaK €CTh?



— Ecnu BB celiyac He cMOXKeTK yOequTh 3Toro bora, y MeHsI He OCTaHETCS APYroro BeiOopa, KpoMe
KaK BBIMTU 3aMyXK 3a He/lloOMMOTO0, pagu Mupa B Mmepuu...

4 6pocurna B CTOPOHY IIPHHIIA CAaMbIM MUJIBIN B3TJIS, Ha KOTOPHIHM TOILKO Oblla CIIoco0Ha.

B M0oéM mpefcTaBieHNN eqUHCTBEHHBIM YeJI0BEKOM, CIIOCOOHBIM IIPOTHBOCTOSTH aNibduiickomy bory,
OBLTT He KTO MHOM, KaK HACIeOHbIM IPUHI PelBeH.

U, BO3MOXKHO, IIPUHIT HE OOIIYCTHUT, YTOORI €T0 HOJI&HHLIﬁ IIPUHOCHII cebst HallpaCHO B XKEpPTBY.

He ciiegyeT OCTaBJIATE 3TOI'0 SHB(l)a B IIOKOe€.

HpI/IHI_I, OOJIro BCManI/IBaBLHPIfICH B MOHU (bHOHeTOBHe r'Jla3a, MOJI9Ya B3JOXHYII.

— Xa... uépt Bo3pMHu!

W B 9TOT MOMEHT €T0 TJla3a MMOKPacHEH, CIIOBHO HAJIUIUCh TYCTON KPOBBIO. [laxke pyOUHEI ObITH He
TaK IIPeKpPacHHl, Kak ero riasa ceiyac.

4 ckasasa 9TOo JIUIIb AJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI OH CTall Cephe3Hee, HO 3hdeKT oKazancs mOTPsICAOIINM.



[Tpsimo ceityac, mepeno MHOM CTOSIJT TOT CAMbIM IIPUHI], KOTOPOro B OyOyIleM ITPO30BYT yOuiIen
npakoHOB. OH OMH CTOWII I[€I0U CBSIIEHHOW apMUU.

Temeph s yBepeHa, 4TO BOJIHOBAThCS 0 OymyineM Mmnepuu Oosblile He3aueM, BeOb PeiiBeH o0nagaeT
CeppleM IpaBUTENISI, KOTOPBIM TI0OUT CBOM HapPO{I.

Kcrarn, pa3Be C CaMOr0 Ha4ala IIPHAHI MOT II0 CBOEMY KEJIaHWI0 aKTUBUPOBATE CUITY JIpaKOHa?

PeiiBeH, TH B caMOM [ieJie Pa303JIUJICA BCETO U3-3a HECKOJIBKUX CIIOB?

...Bo BCSIKOM clly4ae, Temepb, KOTfa 5 JOCTUTTIA CBOEH 11eJTi, JyMalo, MHEe OOJbIlle He CTOUT
6eCIIOKOUTHLCS 3a CBOIO IIKYPY.

Korpa nmpunu u3MeHun cBoit uMmnyinsc Ha 180 rpagycos u mpubnusuics K bory anbdos, ToT,
BCTPETUBIINCH C KPOBABO-KPACHEIMU TJla3aMHU, 3aipoxKaJjl KakK OCUHHEIM JIUCT.

— IIpocTo nmpuMuUTe Hallle IIpeAjaokeHre. Halll IpUHL caMblii CUJIbHBIM Ha 3eMJie!

U s BoBCe He IIpeyBeJIn4drBala, O(I)I/IHI/IaJ'IbHO PeliBeH SIBISE€TCSA CaMBbIM CUJIBHBIM YEJIOBEKOM B MHpe.

OpHako, IPUHII, He 3HAIOIMMM cero (aKTa, 3aCMYyIIAICSA U 3aJIAJICS KPacKOM.



— IIpekpatuTte. He BocxBasnsaliTe MeHs TaK OTKPOBEHHO, 3TO CMYIIAET.

CnoBa PeiiBeHa 3acTaBUIN MEHS 3aflyMaThcs, He omubach v . Ho 3aTeM oH mouecart IeKy Tak,
YTO OHA MTOKpacHea ele 00JIbIlle, ¥ CKa3all:.

— XM, xM. CaMBIll CUIBLHEIN Ha 3eMJie... 1 He 3HaJI, YTO BH TAKOT0 MHEHHUS 000 MHe.

[Tocne 3TOTrO0 €ro Teno Hayauo UCTOYaTh CTPAHHYIO aypy, ¥ OH Cpa3y e IIOBEPHYJICA K 3NIbPULACKOMY
bory.

FOBOpHT, 9TO aypa, KOTOPad MOZXKET HUCIIOJIb30BATHECSA TOJIBKO TEMH, KTO JOCTHUT OIIPEOEJIEHHOT O
YPOBHSA Madruu, U3MEHSAETCA B Pa3MepPe U IIBETe B 3aBUCUMOCTHA OT YyBCTB BOJIIIEOHHUKA.

CuHsis aypa 3a CIIMHOM IpUHIIA Oblyla HaCTOJILKO BeMKa 1 OecrnonobHa, OyATO OH XBacTasCcs ei.

KpOHIPUHI] TPOH3UTEIBHO XOIOAHEIM TOJI0COM 06paTuics K bory. 9To OBUIO MOCIegHEe €T0
IpenynpexaeHue.

— 41 He 0610 cpaxaTthcs. HeyKenu Thl He MOXKEIIh fjaXke cedyac MONTH Ha YCTYNKU?

— YcTynky, HeT. 3a4eM MHe 3TO fefaTh?



B otBeT Ha cnoBa bora, IIPUHII II€4YaJIbHO IIOCMOTPEJI BHU3 U CKa3all:

— MHe xanb Teb6s. [Ia, TYT HET MecTa IeperoBopaM. 4 6yny 60pOThCS TakK ke CEPhe3HO, KaK ¥ MO
ITPOTUBHUK.

Ero kpacHbIe I'7la3a TOCMOTPEIN Ha MeHs ¥ OH 0o0aBUII:

—...41 ne MOT'Y IIOKa3aThCA 2KAJIKUM Iiepe[ JIGBYIJ.IKOI;I, KOTOpas CHUTAaeT MEHA CUIbHEHIIIUM Ha
3eMIJie.

Ero kpacHbIe Tla3a Havyaayd CTPAHHO CBETUTHCS. Ib(d), BCTPETUBIIKCH C TJIa3aMU IPaKOHA Hadasl
IpOKaTh, BAAUMO, OH HEPBHUYA.

CpaxeHnue OBIIO Ha yOUBIIeHKe OLICTPEIM: B MTHOBEHHE OKa IIPUHI] of0exKas K CTapiy ¥ 4yTh He
paspesas TOMy TOJIOBY.

— Ax, ax, ax... CHAIOCBH!!!

['poMKuMl KPUK BHIPBAJICS U3 YCT 3nbduiickoro bora.

HecuacTHas Bepa anbda B ero nobeny ucyesna, ¥ OH yIas Ha IIOJI.



— ¢ moctpowun cebe caj, B KOTOPOM MOT CITOKOMHO KUTb, HO OH ITPOCTO TaK B3SJ1 ¥ BOPBAJICS CIOTA...
— npobopmoTain 3bd.

Iymato, uTo TeOe BCE XkKe He CTOUJIO IIPOBOIIMPOBATh IIPUHIIA. ..

K cuacThio, y KpOHIIpHHIIA OBIJIO IOCTATOYHO 00JIbIIIOE OCHOBaHME He yCTpauBaTh 3[eCh KPOBaBYIO
00IHIO, ITOCJIe TOTO KaK bor mpu3Hay cBOe mopaxkeHue.

Ho Bcé e 51 moYyBCTBOBasIa HeKoe oberyenue. Korma PeliBeH 3aKOHYMII, TO MEAJIEHHO TIOBEPHYJICS
K HaM. Pyka, mope3asBias 11eo bora, ocTaHOBUIIACH, HO €T0 T'J1a3a BCE el1é ObLTH LIBETA TyCTON
KPOBH.

4 ycTaBumach Ha ero KpaCcHble 3padyku. HacunbCTBEHHBIN MMITYJIbC IPUHIIA CKPHII CTPax 37b(da,
KOTOPHIM ceryac MPsATaIcsa 3a MOer CIIMHOM.

Crapuk mepkajl MOM BOPOTHHK TaK KPEIKO, YTO ero HasbIkl I00eIesny, B ero rifa3ax YuTaucs
CTpax...

Korpma s BHOBB BCTpeTHuiaCh C HUM B3I'JIAO0M, €I0 I'lla3a CUJIBHO PACIIUPUIINCE. OHu OBLIN CITOKOMHEL,
HO PeliBeH BHITJISIIE]T HACTOJIHKO YCTPaAIIaloIMUM, 9YTO JaXKe II0 MO€EM CIIMHE IMPOUITMCh MYPAIITKH.



Torma st coBceM He TIOfyMala O TOM, YTO MOXKEeT CITyYUTCS IOCTIe TOTO, KaK IIPUHI] KCIIONIb3YeT CBOIO
cuny. Kak TONbKO Cula JpaKOHa BHIPHIBAETCS HAPYKY, OHA He OCTAaHOBUTCS, TIOKA BCE He OymeT
YHUUYTOXKEHO.

Kasanoch, 4To MeXIy HaMy pa3pa3uiiach CTpaIlHas BOMHA.

MeHS$ 0XBaTHUJIO OLIYLLIEHKE OeXkKaBio.

9T0 OblJTa HEeCpaBHEeHHAs MOoIIb, cuila bora 31b(}hoB OblyTa HUYEM 10 CPAaBHEHHUIO C CUJIOH [IPaKOHaA.

MHe He CTOHJIO TakK OBICTPO pacciabisThC.. .

MHe IT0Ka3ajI0Ch, YTO IPHYMHOM, TI0 KOTOPOM IMPHUHII TaK B30PBAJICS, ObIJIa TOIBKO S.

¢ meITanmack JOCTy4YaThCs [0 PeliBeHa, 37T00HO YCTaBUBIIETOCS Ha MEHS.

—...Tol xouenb MeHsT yOUTH? Thl HEHABUAUIID MEHS?

YenoBedyecKoe TEJI0 HE MOXKET IIOJTHOCTHIO KOHTPOJIUPOBATE CUITY APAKOHA.

Temeps ero pa3yM MOTHOCTHIO IIOOYNHEH ITOU CUIIE.



Bcé, 4To 0CTanoch OT HET0 — 3TO MHCTUHKT CAMOTO CHUJIBHOTO CYIECTBA HAa 3eMJIe, CIIOCOOHOTO
YHUYTOXKUTE BCE Ha Hell.

Kak Tonbko g IIpon3HeECIIa 3TU CJIOBa BCIIYyX, OH HOI[6e}KaJ'I 1 CXBATHJI MEH 3a III€IO0.

['maza, KOTOpHIE S BUfIea HAaCTOJIbKO OJTM3K0, OBIIN I'Jla3aMU XUIITHOTO 3BEPS.

Cepaie 6unoch Kak cyMmacliefiiee, HO 110 KaKO#-TO IPUYKWHE MO TOJI0C 0CTaBasICs HaCTOIbKO
JIEOSHBEIM, UTO, Ka3aJI0Ch, Ha CBEeTe HeT HUYEero X0JIonHee.

— BrI MOXKeTe Y6I/ITB MeHd. Ecu BaM Tak IIOJIerdaert, TO 49 He 6Yﬂy IIPOTHB.

¢ mpekpaTHIa MOMKITKY COMPOTUBIISITLCS U pacciabuia cBoe Telo. ¢ 3aKphiyia rla3a ¥ Hajesiach,
YTO MPeACTosIIas cMepTh OyneT 0e30071e3HEeHHOH.

BHe3amHo cuibHAs pyKa, CXKUMaBIIAas MOIO 11eo, ociabia.

Korpga a OTKDGHIJIA I'ld3a4, I1epeno MHOU IIpeacTaliid MATKHE 30JIOThIE I''la3d HAaCJIEOHOT'O IIPUHIIA.

PeliBeH cxa3ajl TUXUM T'OJIOCOM...



—...I3BuHMU.

— Bceé B mopsnxke.
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