YyBCTBYSI, KaK B ee 0e3KHU3HEHHHIX BOJIOCAX KOIOIIATCS HaceKoMEble, JIn BaHbKOY BCIIOMHMIIA, YTO
ceryac 1men mATed Tof Ykaoxa. [TpoIo yxke 4eTepe Tofa C TeX Iop, Kak COOCTBEHHAst CecTpa
CTaIlKIa ee C TPOHA UMITePATPHIIHI ¥ OHA ITOTIaJia B 3TOT XOJIOOHKIM OBOPeI. Bce 3T yeTkhIpe rofa
OHa IIpoJjiexkasa 3[ech Iapaarn30BaHHasl Ha BIaXXHOM KPOBATH.

JleostHOM XO0J10[ 3UMBI, CJTOBHO OCTPBIMU MTJIAMH, XKaJIUJT BCe ee Tej0, 0TYEro el CTasio TPYOHO
OBIIIATE.

BHe3anmHO TeMHas KOMHATa ClIerkKa OCBeTusach. POCKOIIHEIE Tyd)HI/I, C BBEIIIKWTBEIM 30JIOTBIMH HUTAMU
(I)GHI/IKCOM 1 YKPAIIE€HHBIE XKEMYY2KNHAMHU, TOJIBKO ITOOYEPKUBABIINE 6Hal"0p0):[CTBO T'OCTH4,
IIpeacTaliu mepen ee B30pOM.

[Tpubnuxkatoiascs K Hel XKeHIMHa Oblla ofieTa B JIETKOe IjlaThe, V Hee OblsIo 61eHOE, MUTIOE, HO
clerKa BHICOKOMepHOe iuIlo. Ee mpekpacHble JIuHHbIe PECHUIIE, HATOMUHABIINE Beep U3 MePhEB,
ClerKa TpereTasu, a ToJI0C 3By4all 04eHb MSTKO.

OpHaKo caMu CJI0Ba Oblmy 0€3KaJIOCTHEIMY 1 XKYTKHMHU.

- CecTpa 5 Bcerpa nofje UMIepaTopa, a TH OOUHOKA B 3TOM He[oCATraeMOM [IBOPIie, I'ie HeT HUKOTO,
KpOMe 3MeU U YepBeu.

Ot sTux cnos Jlu BaHbKOy IMOYyBCTBOBAJIa BCIJIECK Pa3pakeHUs U HaXMypHujach, HO BCKOpe
pacrpaBuiia MOPIIUHKY Ha 0y 4, BEIABUB 3aMCKUBAIOIIYIO VIBIOKY, CITPOCHUIIA:

- C Mo'apoM Bce B mopsgke?

- OH...

Kazapmasicsa paBHopgymHou JIu [lludy HaMepeHHO MPOTSHY/Ia 9TO CJIOBO, 3aTEM NIPE3PUTETIEHO
yIBIOHYTaCh:

- ...He 4TO MHOe, KaK CYKHH ChIH. OH BBI3bIBAJI OTBpAIlleHHE Y UMIIEPaTOpa, KTO CTas OB 0 HeM
3abotuthcsa? OH yMep TOM Ke 3UMOM, Korfma Te0s 3amepii.

"OHn ymep?"

"Kak 0oH MOT ymepeTs?"

"Torga 3aueM oHM 0OMaHyIH MeHs?!"

Cepaie JIu Baubkoy cXKajlochk OT 00JIH, @ B TOJIOBE 3aryHesio, CJIOBHO OHa Obljla TOTOBA B30PBAThHCS.



OnHa HeYenoBe4YECKUM Tr0JI0COM 3aKpHr4dalia:

- KyH1134 C yMa co1es? ITo XKe ero nepsuii npusIy! Ham ceig!

HeyXTo 0Ha OKOHYATEIBHO YTPATHUJIa CBOIO IIEHHOCTD, U OT Hee X0TeNu n30aBuThcsa? [axe
HeBUHHEIN pebeHoK? Heyxkenu oHa Oblyia MOTHOCTHIO OTBEPTHYTA U, OCJIEIIeHHAs! CBOUMHU
YyBCTBaMH, ITOTEPSIJIa ero J1I000Bb?

[Tocye TOTO Kak OHa BHIIIIA 3@ TPeThero npuHia HaueryHn 2KyHII31, OHA CIIacjia ero OT OTPABJIEHHOTO
BHMHA M MeYa, HO B €T0 I/la3ax HUYTO U3 9TOr'0 He MOTJIO CPABHUTHCS C OfHOM ynbiOKou JIu [ludy?

E# mpumimock ocBO60AUTEL TPOH MMIlepaTpuiibl papu Jlu [Iudy, a Tenepsd gaxe Mo'apy IPHUIILIOCH
OTHaTh 3BaHUE HacJeJHOro NpuHla ee getsaM! [Touemy?!

XoropmHbIe BOJTHEI TIOMHSIIMCH B €€ pa3dyMe, HO Y Hee ellle 0CTaBajcs MPo6IecK HaJeXKIb:

-4 X049y YBUOETLCSA C I/IMHepaTOPOM! - C XOJIOOHBIM M 2KE€CTKHUM B3TJISAOOM CJIOBO 3a CJIOBOM
IIporoBOpHiIa OHa.

- UmnepaTop 3aHAT 6eCUNCIeHHEIMY [leflaMu. [ e y Hero BO3bMETCS BPeMsi, UTOOBI BBICTTYIIINBATh
Te0s1, yMupaIero yeaoBeka? ThHl XKUBeIIb TaK IOKOPHO, HO MeHS yKe CTOJIbKO JIET TOLIHUT OT TOTO,
YTO S U3 TOM K€ CEeMbHU, YTO U ThI! - B IeTKo ynbiOke JIu [IIudy mocTemneHHO IPOSBUIICST HaMeK Ha
TbMY, @ €e Meplallye r1a3a CHUCXOOUTENBHO TI0CMOTpeNy Ha Baubxkoy. ['nans Ha ee XKankoe
COCTOSIHME, OHA YyBCTBOBaJa ce0s TOBOJILHOM N0 CaMOM TTyOMHEI TyIIIN.

Ona Oblyla eQUHCTBEHHOM 3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHOM 0Yephio B IOMECThe X0y U IePBOii IT03HaKOMHUJIIACH C
2KyHI131, HO He CMOTJIa BEIUTH 3a HEr0 3aMyX, IIOTOMY YTO ee CTaTyC OblJI HEBEICOK. BMecTo aToro JIu
BaHbXKOYy, 9Ta HE3aKOHHOPOXKEeHHas, BOCIIOJIb30Bajach CBOMM IIPEUMYIIIECTBOM U [aXKe 3aXBaTHIa
TPOH UMIIEPATPUIIE], KOTOPHIM M3HAYAIBHO NOJIZKEeH OB MPUHAIeXKaTh TOJIBKO ef!

HacTonbKO CUIBHO CKaB KyJlaK{, YTO OCTPhle HOI'TH BIWIXCH eil B manoHy, Jlu [ludy ¢ ycmemkoi
IIPOTOBOPHIIA:

- Trl Bcero nuimb npubiyna, oTel IPOCTO UCIOIb30Basl Te0s Oy TOTO, YTOOH IPOJIOKUTE IIYTh TS
MeHs. Ho TH nepelia MHe OPOTY U JaxXke yKpaja Moe IojoXeHue. Trl caMa mofmnucana cebe
npurosop! A yke CMUTIOCTUBUIIACH Haf TOOOM, OO CUX IIOP OCTABUB B KUBHIX!

JIn BaHbKOY NTHIIL TIOTyMara, YTO 3TO HEMBICJIMMO: OHA BHIIIIA 3aMyK Ha 2KYHII3W B CaMOM pasrape
KpU3MHCa - IT0CJIe BCEX JIOBYIIIEK, YTO IIOCTOSTHHO YCTPauBasly Pa3/uyHble YJIeHH UMIIEPaTOPCKOM
CeMbH, OHa BBHIXO[IMJIa UyTh KUBOM, el MHOXKECTBO pa3 efiBa yoaBanoch cOexaTh U3 BpaT afga. BecbMma
3a0aBHO, YTO B I'7Ia3ax OKPYKAIOIIKAX 3TO BHITJISAENIO KaK MPEUMYIIECTBO.

3aMeTuB spocTh B rnalax Jlu [Iudy, JIu Banbxkoy moHsna, 4TO gaxe eclu ciofa npupet 2KyHL3H, OH



TOXKe€e JINIIb IIOCMEETCsA Hall €€ 2KeJIaHUAMHU. 310 TYIIUK, B KOTOpBIfI 3aBeJI0 €€ BOCXO0XKIEHNEe Ha TPOH
HMII€ePAaTPHUIIEI.

OHa mposioXkuJia IMyTh AJIS aphl YOII0OKOB, U Teleph ee cyabba - 3To cMepTh. Henmb3sg HU Ha
MT'HOBEHWE OTKJIa[bIBaTh UX CBeTIIOE Oymytiee!

Ee BEIPBaJIO MOJHEIM PTOM KPOBY M3 CaMOT0 CEPAIla, IIOCJie Yero ee rjiasa IoTeMHeNn. IIpoTuBoCTOs
nylIepasgupalolel 6074, OHA MOMHSIA BBEPX CPEOHMM mael. Ee CKploYeHHEIE, TOKPHITHIE
0arpoBEIMH COCYJaMH TaJIbIEl Y2Ke HAMIOJIOBUHY CTHHUIIH.

JIu IlIndy nackoBo yneIOHYIACh U MPOKpPHUYaa:

- Cnyru, BHeCUTE OPyAUe MBITKH!

EmBa ee romoc 3aTux, KakK U3 TEMHOTHI BHIIIIJIO HECKOIBKO ABOPILOBBIX CIIYT. Onu HecIn XKeJIe3HYI
IINMaCTUHY, IIOKPHITYIO MHOZKECTBOM TOHKHUX 3Y6HOB 1 IIOOBEIIEHHYIO Ha IIEHbKOBOMU BEPEBKE.

Oun IIOABOJIOKIIN K Heit JIu BaHL}KOY, HaKUHYIIA e}l Ha IIel0 IIEeHBKOBYIO BEPEBKY M IIOAJIOZKHUIIX I10[1
KEeJIE3HYIO IIJINTYy TropdIinre YI'JId, OTOHb KOTOPEIX TYT K€ JIN3HYJI €€ HE2KHYIO JIOOBI2KKY CBOMMHA
aJIbIMH sA3BIYKaMHU.

JIu BaHbXKOY II0YyBCTBOBaJIa TaKylo KIy4yto 007b, YTO eil 3aX0Tesoch 3aTonars Horamu. Ho Bce ee
TeJo ObITIO ITapasi30BaHo, U TOIBKO MYUHUBILINE €€ CIIYTH, fepras 3a BOJIOCH, pacKauuBaly ee B3af U
BIlepeq, U3-3a Yero OHa Kak Oy[To TaHIleBasla B OTHE.

Ol"pOMHOG IJIaMA COXKTJIO BCIO €€ OOeXKOY, U II0JI IIOKPHIJIa €€ KPOBb.

JIu BaHBXKOY, €7Ba OHIIIa, BECeIa Ha IeHbKOBOM BEPEBKE, HO BCE €€ MBICIIH II0YEeMY-TO OBLIIM JIUIID O
BECEHHEM BeTepKe, KOTOPHIH B3BOJIHOBAJI B TOM T'Ofly ee cepiiie. Kak-To Ha mpa3gHuKe OHa Gpocuia
ONVH-eIUHCTBEHHEIM B3I Ha 2KYHI[3H, OHA MOJIbCTUIACh HA eT0 MUMOJIETHYIO KPaCOTy U IOYTH

TIOJTHOCTBIO ITpefiaiach 3TOMY 4yBCTBY. Ho Temeps OHO, INar 3a IaroM, IPUBeIIo ee MPSMO K CMEPTH.

Bosb, KOTOPYIO OHA UCILITHIBAJIA BE3ME - C TOJIOBBL U [0 HOT - Obl/Ta HEBEHIHOCUMA, U IISITh YEPT JIUIA
JIn BaHbXKOY SIPOCTHO MCKa3unuch. CKBO3b BLICOKUYM OTOHB, OHA BUAENA, Kak 6e3yaep:KHO CMeeTCs
JIu lIndy, 1 nepBOHaYaIbHO UCTHIBAEMOE €1 YYBCTBO CECTPUHCKOM rapMOHUY MCUE3JI0 U3 €€
pasyma. Ecnu cyuiecTByeT 3arpo0Has K1U3Hb, OHA JOJIXKHA 3aCTaBUTh 3Ty Mapy yOII0IKOB CcIpafaTh
OT TOpsi, BMECTO TOTO, UTOOBI CIIOKOMHO CKOHYAThCsA. CTaTh OISt HUX Oe3ynpedyHoi momMexou!

- iMmepaTop ¥“37an yKas, COTJIaCHO KOTOPOMY TeJI0 9TOM IIUTIOXM [OIKHO ObITH OPOIIEHO Ha
morpe0anbHOM X0JIMe, YTOOB OHA HE CMOTJIa IIEPEPOIUTHCS YEJIOBEKOM HU B 3TOM XKU3HU, HU B
CIleyIolIed, HU B IIOCTIeAyIOIIer 3a Hell!

Heckonpko OBOPIIOBEIX CIIYT TYT 2K€ BEIIIIIN BIIEPEN, YTOOBI IIOTYHUIUTH OFpOMHBIfI KOCTEP, 3aTEM KOe-



KaK 3aKaTasnu Teno JIu BaHB}Koy B IIOTPEIIaHHYIO IMHOBKY 1 BBI6pOCI/IJII/I €€ Ha Horpe6aan0M X0JIM€E
pdAOoM C OPyT'UMHU TeJlaMHU.
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