Ipoxkalasi pyka HEPBHO 3aXKUTaeT YEPHHIE CBeUr. [TlapeHb MOMUHYTHO OrisimbiBaeTcs. Ceruac
IIePEeKPECTOK MTyCT, HO KTO 3HaeT, 4To OymeT yepe3 MUHYTYy! ECiiu ero 3mech 3aCTaHyT paHbIlle, YeM
OH 3aKOHYHT... HEU3BECTHO, BO YTO 9TO MOXKET BBIJIUTHCS. MOXKET, €Tr0 3alpyT B ICUXYIIKE, UITH
OTBEAYT B IIePKOBh ¥ OyIyT TaM OTYUTHIBATE... OTIIeBaTh... HY, KAK 9TO Ha3hIBaeTcs, Korga 6ecoB
HU3TOHSIOT?

A moxeT, HU4ero He OymeT. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, KOMY [0 HEro ecth meno? Te, KoMy OBLIO - ceryac
MEPTBHI, ¥ TIO9TOMY OH 37eChb. [TapeHb PaCIpSIMISETCS U TJISIOUT Ha OTOHBKHY IJTaMeHu. To TopuT
POBHO, JTHIIb CJIeTKa KOJIeOIeTCs OT JBUKEHUS BO3TyXa. XOPOIIOo, YTO HET JOXKIs!

Tak. Yto manbie? [TapeHb 3arasgsBaeT B CMATHIMA JIUCTOK C PacleyaTaHHEIM 3aKIMHAHUEM C CaiTa.
HemnoustHas Oenubepma, HO JIIOOY IUCANIA, OHA peajbHO paboTaerT.

- O, Benmukuit ¥ TEMHBIN... - HAQUMHAET OH [POKAIIUM T'OJIOCOM...

- He yTpyxpaiics, - pa3ma€Tcs c3afu. - ITO MOIHAs YyIIb.

[TapeHb nuxOpagoyHo o6opavyuBaeTcs. [[eMOH CTOUT C3au, MPOHUYHO CKPECTUB PYKH Ha rpyau. OH
TI0X0K Ha OOBIYHOTO YeJI0BEKa, MaXe OfleT MOBOIBHO IPUIMYHO. HU POTOB, HU XBOCTa - HUYETO
TAKOT0, YTO OOBIYHO PUCYIOT Ha KapTHUHKaX. [IpaBMa, iBe Maphl TOPSIIUX YEPHBIM OTHEM TJa3
cOO00IIAI0T, YTO BCE Ke 9TO He YeJIOBeK.

- I'I-‘-IYI_T_IB? - MallTUHAJIbHO OTBEYAET ITaPEHb.

- Hy na, - [leMoH moxuMaeT IjaedyaMu. - BaMm, mogsaM, Bcerga X04eTcs caefiaTh PUTYyasl KpacUBBIM. Br
BBITYMBIBAEeTE YEPHBIE CBEYH, 3aKJIMHAHUS, IIEPEBEPHYTHIE KPECTHI, JKEPTBHL... XOPOIIIO, YTO TH HE
CTaJl pe3aTh 3[eCh KOILIKY - Y MEHS ajlJIeprus Ha UX IIepCTh.

- Ho T8I ke npumen! - mapeHs MISOUT Ha CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOE CYIIECTBO BO BCe TJla3a.

- Tt 3ax0Tesn, 4TOOH! 5 OB TYT - U S IPUIIEN, - paBHOAYIIHO OTBeYaeT IeMOH. - BCE, YTO HYKHO -
3TO TBOE UCKpeHHee xkenaHue. Hy, uTo Oynmelns 3aragriBaTh? LleHa TeOe u3BeCTHA, myMalo. [eHbry,
BJIaCTh, CJ1aBa?..

- Mou peBylIKa U JTy4YLIUN OPYT, - BEIABIXAEeT ITapeHb, PE3K0 OIyCKas rjasa B 3eMJIIO.

Bo Ba3rnsame meMoHa IIPOCHIIIAaETCA JIErKas HNCKOPKa MHTEepecCa.

- Tak, - yTOYHSIET OH. - A 9YTO C HUMH CITYYUIIOCH?

- Pa30unuch B aBapuu, - 0TBe4YaeT mapeHs. - OH MOOBO3MUII €€ MOCTIe KOHIIEPTa; KaKOW-TO IbSHBIH
OanbHOOOMINIKMK HaeXall Ha HUX... Tella BLICKpeOany U3 MallliHBI, UX XOPOHUIIM B 3aKPHITHIX Tpo0ax.



IIemon YYTb XMYPHUTCA. BOCerH.IaTI: MépTBbIX - He B UX IIPaBe U, 4Yallle BCeTro, HE B NX BOSMOXKHOCTAIX.
JTro06oi OJEMOH 3TO 3HaAe€eT.

Ho mapeHb-TO He 3HaeT!.. OH He Oy[eT IeMOHOM, €Clii He IPUAYMaeT, KaKoii Jlalllld HaBellaTh eMy
Ha YIIN.

- Korpa 910 Ciiy4usnocs? - MATKO YyTOYHSIET OH.

- Hepemio Ha3af, - 0TBeYaeT MMapeHb - ¥ BAPYT IPUHUMAaETCS 663 YMOIKY TapaTOPUTE. - 4 cam us
ImeTnoMa, Ipyrux OMu3KuUX Ioael y MeHst HeTy. OHU - eIMHCTBEHHEBIE, KTO Y MeHs ObUTH. S TOTOB Ha
TAKyI0 CIeJIKy, TOTOB OTHATh 3@ HUX CBOIO OYIIY...

IeMmoH ero He cnymiaeT. OH UIeT B HeJaBHEM IIPOIIJIOM 3TOT'0 MUPa HYXKHBIA MOMEHT. fIKopeii s
IIOMCKAa MHOTO - CMEPTh, 60JIb, KPOBB, CTPaX, TOKOPEXKEHHEIM MeTasll... [lepel 4eTEIpbMS Tla3aMu
IeMOHa ITPOHOCITCS XKYTKHUE CLIeHBI, ¥, HAKOHEI[, OH HaXOIUT TO, YTO MCKaJl.

«BBITh HE MOXKeT», IPOHOCUTCS Y HETO B I'OJIOBe, KOTTla OH INIA[UT Ha aBapulo. «Heyxemnu sT0T
XOJIEHBIN KpacaB4yuK - TOT CaMblil... BoT 3To ymadal»

- 3HA4UT, T'OBOpPHUIIL, ThI TOTOB OTAATE 3a HUX JZLYI.T.Iy"P - YXMBIJIAE€TCA OH. - HapeHL, THI €III€ TaK
HaMWBEH...

- O yéM THI? - TPEPHLIBAETCS MTapeHb, YOUBIEHHO TS Ha CBOEro cobecemHuKa.

IleMOH MPUKULIBAET, KAK eMy HYXKHO fe#icTBoBaTh. OH Mor ObI IPSIMO ceiidac HalJIeCTH 3TOMY
IIapeHbKY YTO YyrogHo u 3abpaTh ero gyury cebe - HO YTO TaKOe ero AyIlla II0 CPaBHEHUIO C TEM
ITPU30M, KOTOPHEIY MOXKHO 3aIl0Jy4YHTh, €CITH CIETKa II0CTApaThCs!

- Tel IpaBOa cuuTas UX CBOUMHU OPY3bsIMU? - OH HafleBaeT MacKy HaCMEeIIMBOY KajloCTu. - [Ipasaa
IyMaJl, YTO OHU YEeCTHHI C TOOOM?

- fl He moOHUMaAIO... - ITapeHb COBCEM PACTEPSH. - KoHeuyHO, MHI BE[IE...

- nmsmu, - oOpeIBaeT ero geMoH. - BoT uTo OvIJI0 TaM, Ha Hopore, epey aBapue.

OH ménKaeT HaabllaMy, ¥ Iepe HUMU BO3HHUKAET KapTUHKA. [[Boe edyT B MallliHe - cepe0pucToin
JIETKOBYIIIKe HeJelIEBOM MapKu. UrpaeT rpoMKas My3bIKa...

- [Ta, 3T0 OHU! - B3BOJTHOBAHHO BOCKJIALIAET IapeHb. - Thl MOXKEIIb UX BEPHYThH?

- Teprienue, - 3aMedaeT oeMoH. - CMOTPH [asibIIe.



Pyka mapHs 3a pyJIEéM OITyCKaeTCsl Ha KOJIeHO AeBylKe. Ta He COMPOTUBIISIETCS, TOIBKO CIerKa
XUXMKaeT. Pyka mOgHUMAaETCS BhIIIe, K BOPOTY 61y3ku. KapTuHKa I0Ka He MpeBpaTUiIach B
TIOJTHOIIEHHBIN TOPHOGHUIIEM, HO YK€, OIpefieIEHHO, TPO3UT. HaKoHell, TapeHb HaKIOHSIeTCs, YTOOH
TI011eJI0BaTh JIEBYIIKY...

W uMeHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT B HUX CO CTPalIHBIM CKPEXKETOM BJIETAET d)ypa CMa3aHHBIN Kaap - u
«KHHO» HCYE3aeT.

IeMOH TIIOuT Ha mapHs. TOT TsAXKeJo ObIIXT, CXKaB KyJlaku. ['0ToB K 06paboTke.

- Tl IO-TIpeXKHEMY CYUTAENb er0 CBOMM APYIOM, a €€ - CBOe NEeBYIIKOU? - CHOBA CIIPalllUBaeT OH.

- Her... - BRIgBIXaeT napeHb. - TH XKe IEMOH, Thl BPEIIIb...

- Bpy? - meMoH noxuMaet 1mie4yaMu. - Hy, mogymaii caM. Pa3Be 3T0 He 00BSICHSIET MHOXKECTBO BCIKUX
MeJIouel, KOTOPHIe TH PaHbIlle 3aMeyvasi, Ho He obpalan BHUMaHUA?

HapeHL He 0TBE€YaeT, I'lIdnd B IIYCTOTY - TyHda, I'le TOJIBKO 9TO OBLIIH I/I306pa}KeHBI €IMHCTBEHHEBIE
Onu3Kue €My JIIOOU U UX IIPpenaTeIbCTBO.

- Tel cobupascs mMoxkepTBOBaTh pafiyd HUX CBOeH AyIIoN! - mpopomKaellb JeMOH. - beccMepTHOM 1
eOUHCTBeHHOM mymol! Trl oTripaBuscs Obl TOPETh B ALy - @ OHU OBl OCTAJIUCh TYT, YTOOBl TPaXaThCs
OPYT C OPYTOM fabile! 3TO TBOE eOUHCTBEHHOE XKeJlaHue?

B uém meMoHHI Bcerga ObIIM XOPOIIH, TaK 3TO B IOOIPEBAHUH YeJI0BEYECKUX CTPACTEH U CCOp.

-4d.. 4. - IIapeHb 30JI, HO B TO XK€ BPEeMA PACTEPsH. OH He 3HaeT, 4To €My [OeJjlaTh OaJIbIIIe.

A BOT meMOH - 3HaeT.

- §1 Mory npemnsioxuThH Tebe Koe-4To, - mpefaraeT oH. - MecTs eMy. W maHC CHOBA 3aBOEBATh €€.

- Kak?! - BEIIbIXa€eT MMapeHb.

- B aTOM Mupe 0OHU MEPTBHI, ¥ 3TO HE U3MEHUTD, - YECTHO MMPU3HAETCS AeMOH. - Ho ecTh Opyrou Mup.
TaM OHM XKUBHL { IIepemely TBOIO AYIIYy B TeJI0 TBOETO ABOMHKKA U3 TOTO MUpPA, U THI IOJTYYHUIlb
CBOMH IIIQHC.

Hert. OH HeonwITeH, OH MOXKET BCE IIPOBAJIATH.

- Taxxe He OfIMH, - IOIPABISETCS JeMOH. - [IecsiTh MOMBITOK. f TaM Tebe NecsTh MOMBITOK.



- Kakux momeITOK? - IMapeHb HACTOPOZKEHHO I'JIAOUT Ha OYyXa-UCKYCHUTEJIA.

- Y6uTh TOTO, KOTO THI CYMTAJI CBOUM AIPYTOM, - OTBEYAET TOT. - ECITM MOTHOHEIb - IePeMeCTHIILCS B
caMoe HayaJo, HO TOJIbKO JecATh pa3. OnuHHAAUATasi CMEPTh JOKaXkKeT, YTO Tl HECIIOCOOEH HU Ha
4TO, U 51 3a0epy TBOIO OYIIY.

- A ecnu y MeHsI IOJTyYUTCS? - TapeHb 3aBOPOKEHHO CIIyIIaeT.

- Torma st 3a6epy AyIly TBOETO OPYTa, - OTBEYAET IEMOH. - A TBOSI ocTaHeTCs 1pu Tebe. Tr u Ta
IeBYOHKA OCTAHETECh B TOM MHUPE U, CJIH Thl He OYHelb TYIUTh - TO CMOXKeIllb BCE UCITPABUTE U
crmenaTh eé cBoer. Uget?

[Tapens KoneOneTcs Bcero napy ceKyHn. EMy 601bHO; OT cMepTH OIM3KUX JIIofiel, OT uxX oOMaHa U
IpegaTenbcTBa. MeCTh ¥ HOBBIM ITIAHC Ha OTHOIIEHUS MOXKEeT MCIeTUTh 3Ty 001b. Y BooOIIIE, 4TO eMy
TEePATH?

- Unért, - KuBaeT oH.

- OT/INYHO, - IEMOH ybI0aeTcs.

- MHe Hafo nmopnucaTh KOHTPAKT? - BHIAET ITapeHb, U JOBOJIbHAS y/IbIOKa IeMOHa IIpeBpaliaeTcs B
(bBIpKaHbe.

- CHOBa CBOHM CTEPEOTHIIHI! - 3aMedaeT OoH. - HeT. [IpoCTO TEI ceryac OKaXKeIIbCsd B TOM MHUPE.

OH mEnKaeT MaiblleM - U TEJIO TTAPHS 0XBATHIBAET KapKoe IMitaMs. Bcé BepHo. [I1s1 TOT0, YTOOH
IIePEMECTUTHLCS B MHOW MUD, OH [IOJI)KEH YMEPEThH B 3TOM.

[Tycts paboTaeT. [1eCsATh MOMBITOK - HOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI IOHSTh, €CTh JIX y HETO IIaHC 3aIl0JTyYUTh
OyILIy 9TOro Tuma. [JeMOH Belb TakK U He CKa3asl eMy rjiaBHOro. He cka3sar, 4To Ta ¢pypa Haexasa Ha
MallliHY He CJIy4alHo, ¥ YTO 3TO HeKasl MOTyIIeCTBeHHas CYIIHOCTh IIpu3Baja ero gpyra (1
IEeBYOHKY 10 Ky4H) B CBOM MU, HafleJIUB CUJIaMH CBOero M30paHHOTO...

[Tycth Tenepb V30paHHbIM leMOHA BBISICHUT 3TO CaM.
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