XpycTb. XpyCTh.

C yXacawlluM TPECKOM, KOTOPOMY [1I03aBUAYET XPYCT JIOMaeMbIX KOCTEU, JKYTKUU UCTJIEBLINU TPYI
MelJIeHHO ofgHsIcS B 6ooTe. Ero ronosa KioHunIack BHU3. JleBas pyka crubanace. [IpaBast Hora
TakXe cerka nogrubanack. Ero mosa Ovuta KpaiiHe KyTKod. OH ITOXOAWI Ha MapUOHETKY.

— Oxka3niBaeTcs, GuUIbMbL He MTyT. 30MOU [eMCTBUTENIBHO CYIIECTBYIOT, — B ITAHUKE CKa3an YTKa-
MMIIEPATOP.

— 9To0... 9TO, [OJIKHO ObITH, MAPHOHETKA BaMITHPOB, KOTOPYIO OHHM BEHIOPOCUIIH CIOfia TIOCTIE TOTO, KaK
BLICOCAJIA €€ KPOBb.

BepOmion He MOT ITepecTaTh 00IMBATLCS X0MOOHBEIM 1ToToM. OH BCerma 3Hal, YTO YeJI0BEK
IIPeBpPaAIaeTCsd B MaPUOHETKY MTOCIIe TOr0, KaK BaMIIUPHl BEICOCYT U3 HETO BCIO KPOBb. ITO OBLIH
JIUIITH CJIYXU, HO PeajIbHOCTh OKa3ajaaCh COBEPIUIEHHO UHOM. Y KYKOJI BAMIIMPOB He OBITI0 OCTPHIX
3y00B. BMecTo 3TOro OHU OBIIM TAaKUMHU Ke, KaK 9TOT MOHCTP IIepefl HUM: Pa3JI0XKUBIITNMUCS,
3JIOBOHHBIMH, HO JKHBBIMH.

XpycTb. XpyCTsb.

Pasmarnocs emé 6omblre Tpecka. ITo OBIIO TaK XKYTKO, UTO ¥ HUX BOJIOCH BCTAJIA JBIOOM.

3aTeM, OOHH 3a OPYIruM, COBEPIIEHHO PA3JIOZKHUBIIMECA TPYIIEI BCTAJIX HAa HOTH C PA3HBIX CTOPOH
6omnota. Y Bcex 130 PTa HEeCJIO, KaK 6YI[TO OHH TOJIBKO 4YTO ITPOCHYJIUCH OT I"J'IY6OK01"O CHa.

— Martb-yTKa, ux Tak MHOro! X He MeHbIlle COTHU! — Ij1a3a YTKU-UMIIepaTopa paclaxHyIuch Tak
IIIUPOKO, YTO CTaIU IIOYTU KPYTJILIMHU.

Y Bep6iiona apozkanu Hord. OH coBceM He ObIJI TOTOB K TakoMy. OH HUKOTIa He AyMaJl, 4To
MapUOHETKH BaMIIMPOB MOTYT OBITh TAKMMU Y2KaCHBIMU CyllecTBaMu. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO yKe ITOMa
B ajl. Bo3nyx OBl HAMOJTHEH Pe3KUM 3allaXOM CMEPTH.

Korga Bep6ron yBUe, 4TO OBa €ro ToBapuira u3 ['pynisl HAéMHUKOB «CepeOpsHoe KPHIIO» TOXKe
0Ka3aJuCh CPeHy pas3iiaralouXcs TPYIIOB U CTaJId UX YaCThI0, OH 0OJIbIlle He MOT TepIeTh. Ero
HEpBH canu. «A-a!» — BCKPUKHYB, OH Pa3BepHYJICI ¥ OTUYassHHO Opocuscs 6exkaTb 0T TEMHOTO
3aMkKa.

Kak TO/MbKO OH COBHUHYJICS C MECTA, pa3jiaralouuecs: TPYIIEl BOKPYT TOXKe 3allleBeNIUIUCh, KakK OyOTo
IIOJTyYUIN PHKa3. [lenas yrpozalolye XKeCThl U XIS B Topjie, OHU Habpocunuck Ha BepbOimiona,
KaK CTas 3JIBIX IeMOHOB. Mix 6e300uIHasT BHEITHOCTDh MCYEe3Jla B OMHO MTHOBeHUE. Terneph 9TO ObIIH
OTBpATUTEJNbHEIE, YKacaloIle CyIeCTBa U3 ajia.

— IMTomoru emy, 4épt mobepu! OH Ke YMPET! — TPEBOKHO CKa3an YTKa-uMIepaTop.



— [Tomoub emy? — npuiypuBIIUCE, cripocun Cso Jlo.

IX.

YBunes paBHOAOyuIie B riaa3ax Cso JIo, YTka-uMIepaTop MOHSI, YTO 3TO ObIJIO CIMIIKOM HAaWBHO.
Ecnu 651 Bep6imion ocrancs ¢ Csio Jlo, y Hero e1ié Obii OB IaHC BRIKUTE. OOHAKO OH ITOBEPHYJICS U
nobexasn. OH caM 0TKa3aJics 0T cBoero ImaHca. Csio JIo Hukorma Ovl He OPOCUIICS CllacaTh HAEMHUKA,
KOTOPHIN XOTEJ ero YOUTh.

— JlapgHo. ITycTh BapuTCs B COOCTBEHHOM COKY. f He MPOTHUB, — CKa3as YTKa-MMIIEPaTop. 3aTeM OH
nnocMoTpen Ha Bep0Oniona.

BepOumron 130 BCcex CUJI IbITasicss 6exkaTth, HO OH OB paHeH. [103TOMy OH He MOT IPUMEHUTH BCIO CUIIY
nyxa 00eBbIX UCKYCCTB. OH ObLJT OBICTPHIM, HO HEOCTATOYHO. Pa310KUBIIMECS TPYIIHI 00JIEIIUIN ero
cO Bcex CTOpoH. OOuH M3 HUX MEePBHIM HaOPOCUIICS Ha HET0 U MPU3EMITUIICS Ha ero CIIUHY. PacKprIB
POT C XENTHMU U YEPHBHIMU 3y0aMu, OH COOMpPAJICS YKYCUTh €ro 3a IIelo.

[Tmrox.

Bpri3Hyna KpoBb. Bep6iion 6051e3HEHHO 3aKpUyall U C CUJION OTKUHYT ero. — Youpatics! Yxonu ¢
MeHs!

9T0 OBII MOLTHEIA OPOCOK. Pa3moKUBIIHMICS TPYI, CUOEBUINN HA ero CIIMHE, yiIeTes, KaK U3 MYIIKY, U
IPU3EMIIAIICS Ha YETHIPEX WM IISTH CBOUX TOBAPHINEH.

Bep6mion oTuassHHO moOezxkasn. KpoBb mpoposKalia COYUThCS U3 PaHHl Ha ero mee. OcTpas 6051b
pacmIpoCTpaHuIach OT PAHHI 10 BceMy Teny. I'ie OB HU MOSBIISIIACh OcTpasi 00/b, eT0 HEPBHI
HAYWHAJIU MOANPHITMBATh, @ MEIIIIIE HEITPOU3BOJILHO APOXKasu. [TocTemeHHO OH YyBCTBOBAJ ce0s BCE
cnabee.

«Heyxemnu 3T0 IUCIIEMUHHEI?» — C yKacoM fyMas BepOmion Ha Oery.

BHe3amnmHo 0H OYyBCTBOBAJ 60J1b B HOTe. OH ONYCTUJI TOJIOBY U 00HAPYXKWI, YTO U3 6OJI0Ta MOJ €T0
HOTaM¥ BHICYHYJIACh pa3jiaraiouascs TojioBa TPyla U YKYCHUIa ero 3a JIOOBIKKY. ITO ObLT BCETO JIUIIb
OOVH YKYC, HO GOJIBIION KYCOK IJIOTH OB OTKyILIEH. [Toce Takoro ymapa Bo BpeMs 6era OH IOTepsiT
PaBHOBECHE U Cpa3y e yIasl Ha 3eMITIO.

TosnpKO OH ymas Ha 3eMJII0, Kak 0oJibInas Kyda pa3ioKUBLIIMXCS TPYIOB Habpocunach Ha Hero. KTo-
TO 3aKyCHJI eT0 3a I1Iel0, KTO-TO OTPHI3aJICs Ha ero PYKY, a KTO-TO pPBas ero 3a 6exmpa. Mx xenro-
YepHble 3y0Bl MOKHO ObIT0 ObI CPABHUTH C 3yObsiMU MUJIEL. OHM MOTJIH OTKYCHUTb KYCOK IIJIOTH | C
CUJIOH IIPOXKEeBaTh €ro.

"Aax!"

Kpuxk Bepbiona 61 04eHb MPOH3UTENbHEIM. OH 3By4Yall COBEPIIEHHO OTYasTHHO. Ha cMepTHOM onpe



BepOmton siIcCHO BUfIeJI, KaK €ro KUBOT OBII pa30pBaH, ¥ €T0 BHYTPEHHOCTH U MeYeHb OBIIA BHITAIIEHHI
HapyXky. OTH pa3jaraouuecs TPYIIH JomaTaMu 3arpedaiu uX B CBOM PTHL U MTOKUPAIH HUX.
HekoTopkle maxe 3ariaThiBaIu CBOIO ey, He XKys. WX I1eu omyxanu, Korga OHU IBITaINCh
IIPOTJIOTUTH efy.

"TOT... 9TO MaTh €ro XKeCTOKO..." 3pesuile 3aMOPO3uJI0 KpoBb Koponsa YTru. EMy 3axoTenocs
0J1eBaTh.

Csio Jlo 3penuiie He TPOHYIO0. Bepbiion meiTancs youts ero He pa3. OH IPOSIBUI JOCTATOYHO
Muocepausi, He yous Bepbmiona cBouMu pykamu. K Tomy ke, ecnu 661 BepOmiony yoamock c6exkats,
OH OBl TOXKe ero He yous. OH IPoCTo 03BOJIKII OBl HeOecaM pellaTh, KUTh BepOIiofy Uik yMepeTs.

PriuaHue.
B 3TOT MOMEHT pa3naramiuics TPYN 3aKpHAyajl U BEIIPHITHYJI Ha HETO C YyTPOXKAIIAM KECTOM.

Cso Jlo maxe He OBUHYIICSA. ICTUHHAS BHYTPEHHSS CUJa, KOTOPYIO OH M3/Iy4all, MTHOBEHHO
TIOTPSICIIa Pa3laraloIIuics TPYI Ha YaCTH, KOTOPEIEe PA3IeTeNIMCh TYT U TaM IO 3eMJie, KakK OynTo ux
IIepeMOJIONIA Ha MICOpyOKe.

Bbywm!

[ToToM OH TOMHY HOTOM. BenukonenHas IcTUHHAs BHYTPEHHSS cuila psibuiia BOKPYT ero HOTH,
Oynmyuu 11eHTpoM. JTa psibb MpoHUKasa CKBO3b TeJla pa3jiaraloumxcs TPYnoB 6e33By4HO, U COTHU U3
HUX OBIIM Pa30UTH U yIlajau Ha 3eMJIio, 00Jiblile He TTofaBas IIPU3HAKOB KHU3HU.

"B omuH MoMeHT?"
Koponb YTKa OB Ype3BEYaiiHO MOTPSICeH. "YepT BO3bMHU, 3TU 30MOU OBITM TaKUMU CHa0BIMU?"
"OHu mecTBUTENBbHO ObH ciTabbl. TOIBKO Ha BU XKyTKue", - mpocto otBetun Cso Jlo.

Koponb YTKa mouyBcTBOBan 06yeryeHre, HeMHOTo mopa3meiciuB. "[la. V kinana KpoBococoB HET
BBICOKUX HOCTUXKeHUM. OHU HaMHOTO xyxke TeOs. Te 30MOu ObUIM UX CyLIECTBaMU IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK
OHH BHICOCAJIX KPOBb. ECTECTBEHHO, OHU OBIIH ClTaObIMu".

Cs0 JIo He orBeTus1. OH IPOCTO CHOBA OTIIPABUJICA B IIyTh K TeMHOMY 3aMKYy.

[Tpoiigs yepes 60710TO, OH YBUIEI OPEBHUM 3aMOK, KOTOPHIM CTOSIT Tepel HUM, ITOXO0XKHUHM Ha Te 3aMKHU
B 3amagHou yactu MicxomHoro Mupa. 3aMOK OBITT OKPYKEH YeTHIPhMS BEICOKMMH CTEHAMH. 3a
CcTeHaMH OBIJIO MHOT'O JBOPIIOB. Bech 3aMOK ObIT OKyTaH TyMaHOM. XOTs ObLI COJTHEUHBIN [IEHb,
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO COJTHEYHBIM CBET HE MOXKET TyAa NPOHUKHYTh. OH BHITNISAAEN KaK APYroi Mup, rae
ThbMa LIeHuJach BhIlIe. TaM OBIIIO Jaxe X0JIogHee.

Kaxk TOfbKO OH CTyNuII Ha IJIOL[afb Iepes 3aMKOM, 3TA TUTaHTCKHUE BOPOTa OTKPBIIACE.
IIBe 1mepeHryu KinaHa KpoBococoB, mepxkaiux gakesbl, BhiOexkanu U3 BopoT u okpyxunu Cso Jlo.
Bymw. Bymr. By,

Ha BBICOKOU CTeHe 3aMKa II0SIBUJIUCh CTApEUIINHEL KjlaHa KpoBOCOCOB, CMOTpALINE BHU3 CBOUMU
MYTHEIMU T'JIa3aMH.

Jlectep u IIpu3pak, 4bM paHHI TOTHOCTHIO 3aXKUITH, TAKXKe MOSBUINCEH HA CTEHe, B TO BpeMs Kak Jlyu



BBIILIEeJI U3 BOPOT, NoKauyuBasich. [Ipu Buzne Cs0 JIo 0H ciierka B3gpPOTHYJI, HO BCKOPE B3[OPOT Ha ero
JIUIIEe TTPEBPATHUIICS B XKa[HYIO YIBIOKY. "¢ CHBIIA IIyM CO CTOPOHH 60J10Ta. f mymal, 3TO KaKoe-To
OUKOBHHHOE XXKMBOTHOE, HO 3TO THI, CBUHbSA. Kakoi copmpu3! Kakou NpusgTHLIN ciopapu3!”
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