Meu BrI3Bas OyuIyiomui BeTep. Kak cumbHBEIM BOMH ypOoBHS 60eBoro nyxa, Kaman, Kka3anocs,
pas3phIBall BCe Ha KyCKU OfHUM ymapoM. OH HaMepeBascs pa3pe3aTsd Cso Jlo mononaM ogHUM
yOapoM, HO peaslbHOCTh Oblna fiajieka OT ero IPeKpPacHOU MEeUTHL.

bax!

BpoyncBopn ocTaHoBUIICS TpUMepHO B 20 caHTUMeTpax oT rojioBhl Csio Jlo. Kamernb ObIT IIOKMPOBAH.
Brsio Takoe omryienue, 6yaTo Kakasi-To HEBEPOSITHO MOII[HAS ¥ HEBUAMMAs CUJia OCTAHOBUIIA
OpoyncBopy u ero Bcé Teno. OH He MOT IOILIEBENUTLCSA. BhIIO OIlylieHne, YTO BO3MYX BOKPYT HETO
3aTBepOeN ¥ 3aMOPO3HUJI ET0.

YT0 Cy4usnocey?
YTo 3TO0 3a cUIbHAs UCTUHHAS BHYTPEHHsSA CHUIIA, KOTOPas B30pBalach U3 Tejla 3TOr0 COIIAKa?

Kamerns 6511 omestomsieH. [To ero n0y KaTUIKUCh KaIlJiK II0Ta. B TOT MOMEHT MapeHb Iepen HUM
U3/y4as Helmpeacka3yeMoe U 3arafloyHoe YyBCTBO. ETo MpOTUBHUK SBHO OB MacTepOM OOEBBIX
UCKYCCTB. Y HET0 HUKAK He MOTJI0 OBITh TAKOM CUIBHOW UCTUHHOM BHYTPEHHEN Cuilbl. Kpome TOrO,
IIPOCTO BHICBOOOXKIEHUE €T0 UCTUHHOM BHYTPEHHEeH CUJIBI OBUIO TOCTATOYHEIM, YTOOH! yaepKaTh ero.
Kaxk 370 B0O3M0OXKHO? YTO CIIy4UI0Ch C TEJIOM 3TOT0 IIapHsA MeXKAY BUepalllHeld HOYbI0 U 3TUM YTpOM?

"YepT BO3bMHU, COIIAK, HAKOHEL], CTAHOBUTCS cepbe3HEIM! Kak penko!" - BockiukHyn UMnepaTop
YTKa, KOTOPEIY HaXOAUJICA Y HETO B KapMaHe.

Cso JIo mocmoTpen Ha KaMensi, MmeqneHHO TOTHST [IpaByI0 PYKY U IIOJIOXKWII ee Ha rpynb Kamers.
"THIL... YTO THI IILITACIILCS CHEaTh?"

Y KaMensi BRICTYIIUIT X0IOOHEIN 1TOT. Csi0 JIo B 3TOT MOMEHT OBIII HAMHOI'O CTpAlllHee U 3jiee, 4eM
Knan KpoBococos.

Ha nutie Csio JIo He OBII0 HUKAKUX 9MoLMii. Hudero He roBOpS, B CJIETYIOUIYI0 CEKYHAY U3 €T0
JlaJlOHY BEICBOOOAMIACh MOIIIHAs cuia U 6e3:KalloCTHO Bpe3aach B rpynos Kamerns.

[Tyd!
KaMmerp BBIIIIIOHYI HEMHOT'O KPOBY, U €T0 TEJI0 HEKOHTPOJIUPYEeMO II0JIeTENI0 Ha3a,.
bax! bax! bax!

OH Bpe3asics B 6ecuncIieHHOE MHOXKECTBO IEPEBhEB M, HAKOHEL], TIOT'PY3UICS B Ky4y BETOK U
nmucTheB. OH BBITIOHYJT HECKOJIBKO TJIOTKOB KPOBY U IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €T0 BHYTPEHHUE OPTaHbI
Obl1u pa3maBieHbl. OH MPOJOJIKall KaluiaTh KpoBbio. Bomb B rpyau Oblsla OTPOMHOM, U OBa ero pedpa
ObLIM TaKKe pa3[aBlieHbl U CJIOMaHHL.

Kak 3T0 BO3MOXKHO?
Kak 3ToMy mapHIo ymanoch Tak BHE3allHO CTaTh TAKUM CUJIBHBIM?

Kamernnb ObLT KpaiiHe omesoMyeH. Eciu Obl He 3Ta BOHIOYAs YTKA, OH MOAyMall Obl, YTO YEJIOBEK,
KOTOPOTO OH TOJIBKO YTO BCTPETHJI, OBII TOX0XK Ha YeJI0BeKa U3 IMPOIIJION HOYM, HO Ha CaMOM feje
OBLII COBEPIIEHHO JPYTUM Y€JI0BEKOM.

OHc TPYAOM IIOOHAJICA U, IIOOHABHIINCH, BEIKAIIJIAI IIATH-IIECTh I'TOTKOB KPOBH.



Pazgancsa HpOH3I/ITeHBHBIfl 3BYK. HOBepHYBH.II/ICB, YTOORI B3rJIAHYTH, Cso Jlo, KOTOpI:IfI HN3Ha4aJIbHO
Haxomuycs B 10 METpPaX OT HEero, IIOABUJICA ITeped HUM, KdK IIPHU3PaK.

[To nmuIly MOTeK X0NO0OHEINA MOT. Ero 3pauku cy3unuck. 1o ero Teny mpobexan JegeHs uui OyIry
XOJIOHOK, OT KOTOPOTO BOJIOCH BcTanu Abri6oM. He moxkpmaBimuch peakiuu Kamens, Csio JIo momoxumn
PYKYy eMy Ha IIJIeYd BCEMH ISThIO masbiamMu. OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €r0 JIOIaTKa BOT-BOT OymeT
pa3maBiieHa, ¥ 6071b ObI7Ia HEBEIHOCHMOM.

“TBI 3HAEIIh TOUHOE MECTOIIOIOXKeHNe TeMHOTro 3aMKa?" - XonomHo ciupocun Cso Jlo.
"3Hato! 3uaro!"

Kamernb mocmenrHo KuBHYJ B 0TBeT. Ha camoM fiese, OH 3HaJl TOJIbKO IIPUMEPHOE MECTOIOI0XKEHHeE,
HO OH MOT y4ysATh HaMepeHue youts B Csio Jlo. Ecnu Ovl OH CKa3aj, 4To He 3HAeT, TO OH, He
UMEIOIINY HUKAKOM IIeHHOCTH, MOT Okl OBITh YOUT Csi0 JIo 6e3 KonmeGaHu.

"Ecnu THI 3Haellb, TO MOKa3biBau. ECNU TH He yKaXelllb, KaK MBI y3HaeM, I'ie OH HaXomuTcsa? Kpome
Toro, Te0e nyullle He HENOOIeHUBATh Hac, yOmonok! Ecy MBI He CMOXKeM HaWTh 3aMOK, MbI CKOPMUM
Te0sI 9K30THYECKUM KHUBOTHBIM", - BEICOKOMEPHO CKa3an MMnepartop YTKa, ucnosnb3ys BnusHue Cso
Jlo.

Kamens GLICTPO yKa3as B HallpaBJIeHUU, OTKyOa OH Oexarl. "TeMHBIH 3aMOK... TaM..."

Csio JIo HU4YEro He CKa3all. prrI/IMI/I IIATBIO IIAJIbIIaMU OH CXBATHUJICA 3a €0 BOPOTHHK U B3JIETEJI B
BO3OYyX, OIBUTAsACh IIPAMO B HAIIPABJIEHUWX 3aMKa.

BowH... Boun-umneparop?

BepOmton GBI TakK MOTPSICEH, YTO €ro JIUilo nobnenHeno. EMy 6b10 TPyOHO OBepUTh, uTo Csio JIo
mocTUT ypoBHS BoenHoro MMneparopa. 3To ObIJIO CAMIIKOM y2KacHO. Kak 3ToMy IapHIO yanoch Tak
PEe3KO TTOBLICUTEL CBOM 60€eBbIe CITOCOOHOCTH 3a OfHY HOYb? KakK OH HOCTHUT y2KaCHOT'O YPOBHS
Boennoro MmmnepaTtopa?

Iymasi 0 TOM, 4YTO OH Jaxke 3asBUJI, YTO yOBET €ro, OBIO IPOCTO CMEIIHO!

[TonmeTaB 0Ko0JIO ITOJTy4Yaca, MMnepaTop YTOK yKa3ajl Ha HECKOJIbKO KUJIOMETPOB BHab U
BO30YyXKIEHHO 3aKpuyan: «f BUXKY ero. Passe 3To He TEMHEBIN 3aMOK?»

BepmirHa 3amKa Oblsla BEICTaB/IeHa Ha BceoOIee 0003peHue.

Ha camowm fierne, roBopuTh 06 3TOM He OBINI0 HUKaKOU HeobxomuMocTu. Cso JIo yKe TaBHO 3aMeTUJI
ero. XoTsl OH 1 ObLT yBEPEH B CBOUX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX, OH coOMpasics 00JbIlle He TePSATh OMUTETbHOCTH 1
yOemuThCs, YTO HUKOT A GOJIbIIe HE TIOTEPSIET CBOM CHIIHL. [109TOMY, KOT[Ia OH IIPU3EMIIUIICS, OH GBI
OYEHb OCTOPOXKHBIM.

«THl, UK BIIepeOu, — TUXO IMpuKa3asn Bepomony Cso Jlo.

Bep06mion HEBOJIBHO HEMHOT'0 3aApoxast. OUueBHUIHO, YTO U3 HETo JeJlajiy IepBompoxoana. Eciou
BO3HMKHET KaKasi-TO OMMaCHOCTh, OH OyHeT IepBHEIM, Ha KOTO HamaAyT, ¥ OH OblI yBepeH, uTo Cso Jlo
He CTAHeT BBIXOOUTD U cracaTh ero. Ho ero xku3Hb Obl/la B pyKaxX OPYroro yejgoBeka. Bcé, 4To oH Mor
CHemnaTh, 9TO OTBETUTH «ma». OH co6pasics ¢ AyXOM U IOILIEN BIepes,.



IMTuck. ITuck.

OTOT y4acTOK Jieca GBI €II€ TEMHEE, ¥ BPEMS OT BPEMEHU CBEPXY ITPOJIETAJU JIETYYHe MBILIH. Takxke
ObLIT OUeHb T'yCTOM TyMaH. ATMoc(depa 3[ech CTajla Ype3BEYalHO CTPAHHON U MPaYHOM.

OK30TUYECKHE 3BepU B TEMHOM JIeCy, II0X0Ke, TOXKe 3HAJIH, YTO 9TO OBLIO 3JI0BELIee MECTO, ¥ B
papuyce 6omee 10 KUIOMETPOB OHU HE MOTJIM 0OHAPYXKUTh HU OTHOTO SK30TUYECKOTO 3BEPS.

IIpoiigs 6omee 10 METPOB IO HAIPABIEHUIO K 3aMKY, 3€MJIsT 0Ka3ajlach ycesHa 3bI0yYUMY TeCKaMu.
HekoTophle 13 HUX My3LIPUINACEH, KaK OYATO 0N HUMM MPSTAIUCh KaKKWe-TO CTPAaHHbIe CYIIeCTBa.

HmnepaTop YTOK MOYyBCTBOBAJ IPOH3UTEBHEIN Y2Kac ¥ HEBOJIbHO CKa3all: «bpaTuiiika, 3T0 MECTO
BBEITJISIOUT HEMHOTO XKYTKO, KaK MECTO, B KOTOpoM OynyT o6uTaTh 371kl Oyxu. OUIbMEL yKacoB,
KOTOpBIE 9Ta YTKa CMOTpENIa 3[0EeCh, BRITTISASAT TOUHO TaK XKe».

Csio Jlo HMYeTo He CKa3aj U IPOLOJIXKUII UATH Biepéen. CTynuB Ha CBOOOOHOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO, OH
TIOIIEJ 110 BO3AYXY, YTOOH! HE UCIIaukKaTh 00YBb U IITaHHI TPS3BIO.

C KaX[JbIM LIarom Bepﬁnfon ApozKall OT CTPaxa. Bcé ero temno YyThb JIX HE UCTEKaJlI0 XOJIOMHBIM IIOTOM.

BrezamnHo u3 TPSACHUHEI BRITAHYJIACh THUIOIAA 9eJIOBEYeCKad PyKa. Kak geMonnyeckas PYKa U3 afa,
OHa CXBATHIIA €T0 3a JIOOBIXKKY.

«A-a-a!» BepOmion, KOTOpEIY OB 11 6€3 TOTO KpaliHe HalPsSKEHHBIM, 3aKpudaJll OT cTpaxa.
HmnepaTtop YTOK ToxKe 3akpuyas. Ta pyka Oblyia IPOCTO CIMIIKOM CTPaIIHOM. Koxa u mmoTh Obuin
TIOJIHOCTHIO CTHUBIIMMY, 00HAXKUB TOJICTHIE KOCTH TaJIbIIEB CHU3Y.

Bep06:1rof CUIBHO YOAPUI HOTOM U IIOMBITAJICS BEICBOOOOUTEL CBOIO JIOABIKKY U3 THUIoMeH pyku. Ho Ta
pyKa KpeIKo [iepxKaJa ero 3a JIogelkKy. OH HEeBOJILHO CHeslal HECKOIBKO 1IaroB Ha3afl, HO BCE, 4ero
OH HoOuUJICS — BBEITSHYJ OPYTYIO 4aCTh Tejla U3 TPSICHUHHL.

«30M...30M0u!» — rpomMko 3akpuyan Mmmneparop YTok. Ero rinasusle s6710KK1 4yTh He JIOMHYJIH, & BCE
ero Ju1o ObIJIO IePEeKOIIeHO OT yxKaca.

Csto JIo ToxKe OBIII HEMHOT'O OIIEIOMJIEH. ITOT TPYII, KOTOPOTO TSHYNIM U3 TPSICUHH 3@ HOT'Y
Bep6miona, meicTBUTENIBHO OBIT ITOX0K Ha 30MOU 13 punbMa «OOUTEINb 371a» U3 OPUTHHAIBHOTO
Mupa. XOTsI OH MOT OBITH IIOKPHIT TPSI3bI0, TPSI3b HE MOTJIA CKPHITH CAEHE pa3ioxkeHus. Koctu Oblmu
OTOJIeHBI Ha HECKOJIBKMX YYaCTKaX, a ero ofex/ma Obljla I0JTHOCTEIO pa3opBaHa. C TemoMm,
M3Ma3aHHLIM TPSI3bI0, OH BRITJISAAEN KaK 37I0M OyX.

CaMoe HeBepOSITHOE OBIJIO TO, UTO 3TOT YPE3BBIYAWHO THUIOLINH TPYT OBLI €Ile XKUB.
«Otnyctu! Otnyctu! [TaBan xe!»

BepOion yram Ha 3eMITI0 ¥ TaK HUCIyTajcs, YTO ero Nnuio nobmenHeno. OH UCIOIb30Bal APYTYIO
HOTY, 4YTOOBI HEOTHOKPATHO OTTONKHYTh THUIOLIHI TPyI. ITociie HeCKOIbKUX YIapoB OH HaKOHeIl
BBIPBAJICS Ha cBoOomy. OH moOexkast Ha3a/l, KaK BOJIK, U CIpsTaics 3a Cso JIo B IOKMCKAX XOTh
HeOOoJIbIIoMH 6e30IIaCHOCTH.
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