“Tloexanu!”

Csio Jlo pelIuTeNnbHO 3asBUII Y TUHOMY UMIIEPaTOPy, He Kejas 00bllle TPaTUTh BpeMs Ha CIIOP C
Jlyu.

YTuHBIY UMIIEpaTOp KUBHYJ, 3aTeM 0BEPHYICS K JIyu u KpukHyn: “Kycok gepeMa, genyuika Y TUHBIY
MMIIEPATOD 3aHSAT. Y MeHs HeT 00Jibille BpeMeHHu Ha Tebs. [Toka!”

Cka3zaB 370, 0H yHEC Cs1i0 JIo mpoyb, MOAOOHO BCIIHIIIKE MOJIHUH.
“IlyMaelb, Th CMOXKeIb c6exkaTh oT MeHs1? Hu 3a 4yTo!”

JIyu ToT4ac ke Opocuscs 3a HuMu. Ho, Kakoe-To BpeMs IIPOJIeTEB B BO3MyXe, OH He 0OHaAPYXKUI
HUKaKUX NTpH3HakKoB Cs0 JIo u YTHHOro nMIiepaTopa. ITO HEBEPOSATHO pa303yuio JIyu, u eMy OBIIO
TPYAHO TIOBEPUTD, YTO 3TA MPOTUBHAS YTKA MOXKET ABUTATHCS TaK OBICTPO.

HakoHel[ OH CIyCTUJICS U MIPU3EMINIICS C Mpa4yHbIM NuioM. K JIyu nogbekanu HECKOJIBKO U3 €ro
ITOMYMHEHHHIX, KOTOPBIM OH MPHUKa3an: “HalmuTe 9TOT0 YeloBeKa U 3Ty MPOKIATYI0 YTKY J1H000M
nexoun!”

“Ila!” oTBETUIIX XOPOM €T0 MOTYUHEHHHIE.

[Tpuspax ycMexHycs 4 cKa3as: “TeMHBIN j1ec Takoy OomnbiIoi. icKaTh UX — 3TO BCe PABHO YTO
HCKaTh UTOJIKY B CTOT'e CeHa. Bam mnyuiie coaTtecs!”

Jlyu Opocun Ha Hee Jie[sTHOM B3rIAn U GBIpKHYI: “CecTpeHKa, faBall IOJ0KAEM U IOCMOTPUM, CMOTY
JI 1 €T0 MoMMaTh. M Korfa 3TO MPOU30MAET, S CIIYIY ero KPoBb MPSIMO y Te0s Ha ria3ax!”

Csio Jlo mompocus YTUHOTO UMIIepaTopa OTBECTH eTo B I'TyOb rop TeMHOTo jieca. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
OHM OCTaHOBUJIMCH Ha Kpaio 00OpHIBa.

Kak Tonbko oHu npusemMnunuck, Cso Jlo cen B 1mo3y J10TOCa Ha Kpaio 06pbiBa, YTOOR TPOIOIKHUTD
CBOI TIpoliecc uclenenus. He yBepeHHEIN, MaHUITyTUPYeET 11 UM cucteMa, Csto Jlo oOpalnasics K Hel
TOJILKO B KpaiHeM clly4ae, IPeAIoYuTasi I0JIaraThCs Ha CBOM COOCTBEHHEBIE CHITBI, YTOOHI
BOCCTAHOBUTHCS.

VTuHEBIE UMIIepaTop Aepxaics psanoM ¢ Csio JIo, 4TOO IpHCMATPUBATh 3a HUM. OH fgepxain Caoio
IpakoHa KPBIJIOM, XOTS JIe3BUE IJIsT HEeT0 OBIIO CIIMIIIKOM BEJIMKO, ¥ OCMATPUBAJl OKPECTHOCTH Ha
IpeaMeT JI00BIX yTPo3.

YTKa ceiiyac Oblyia B CBoel ImepBoHavanbHOU popme. Korpa on Haxomgumncst B U3MepeHuu xaoca, OH
YBEJTUYHUII CBOM pa3Mep, 4TOOH UTPATh HAa KOMIIbIOTEpPE. IMEHHO 1T03TOMY OH OB HAMHOTO OO0JIbIIIe
CBOEr0 peasibHOro pa3Mepa, Korpa Cso JIo BliepBule YBUEN €TO0.

[Tpouecc ucnenenus Csio JIo morpyxarn ero B COCTOSSHUE TpaHca. Ero cocTosiHre ObII0 HACTOIBKO
ray0OKuM, YTO BCE U BCe, BKJIIOYas ero pusudeckoe Teso, 0osbline He cyiiecTBoBanu. OH YepIan
OYXOBHYIO S9HEPTHUI0 U3 CBOEr0 OKPYKEHUs, ¥ OHa TeKJla B er0 MepUANaHbl Yepe3 MUJUIMOHEL ITOP Ha
ero tene. Cg0 JIo u30 Bcex CUJI CTapajcd HaKallJIuBaTh U IOTJIOMIATh JyXOBHYI0 9HEPTUI0, II0Ka OHA
npopokasna OypnuTh B ero MepuguaHax.



[Tpouecc mpomoKacs K0 paccBeTa.
Bo BpeMs nocnenHel da3bl UCLEIeHNS OH IIOTJIONTAT JYXOBHYI0 93HEPTHuio 00jee IeJI0CTHO U ORICTPO.

B cBoeMm u3menenHoM coctossHuU Cs10 JIo 4yBCTBOBAJ, KaK JyXOBHAS SHEPTHUS YCTPEMIISAETCS CKBO3b
€ro MepuauaHsL.

3a rOpU30HTOM Ha BOCTOKe He00 HAUMHAJIO CBETIIeTh. YTEC, Ha KoTopoM Csio JIo meuun ce6s1, OBII B
IIPefpacCBETHRIN Yac. Bo3myx OblT HEMTOBUKEH, ¥ TYXOBHAs CYIITHOCTh B Bo3ayxe Tekna B Csio JIo co
BCEX CTOPOH, KaK MarHuT. HeBumuMas cuia OyXOBHOM SHEPTHUU KPYKUIACh HAJl €T0 TOJI0OBOM, a 3aTeM
BHE3aITHHIM B3PHIBOM OHA HAaKOHEI] HaJjaBuJia BHUS.

Korpma myxoBHast 3HEpPrus MeAJIeHHO 3aKpyXKuiIachk, OHa o6pa3oBaia CHOKYCHUPOBAHHEIN JIyY,
KOTOPBIY IPOHUK B royioBy Csio JIo. LIBETOK, TpaBa U AepeBbs BOKPYT HETO 3allefieCTesn, 3aTeM
CUJIBHO 3aKadaJIkCh, KOTMa MTOAaBI0llee NaBleHne PaclIpOCTPaHUIOCh BOKPYT.

“A? MaTb TBOIO, UTO IPOUCXOOHUT...”

YTunb uMmepaTop ObT TaK HAIyTraH, YTO JaXKe He MOT IIPOU3HECTH HU CJI0BA. JTO OBIIO CTPAHHO.
Csio JIo cupmen B mo3e JI0TOCA Ha YTECe HETOAaleKy OT Hero, HO Ka3ayoch, OYATO THICSYU TOP
pasmensiau ux. Cso JIo OB IPSMO TaM, HO OH BBEITJISAMIEN KaK MUPaXk, YUCTO BooOpakaeMoe BUIIEHHE.

Bcé, 4To mpoucxomuno B TOT MOMEHT, BEIXOAWIIO 3a PaMKH faxe oxupganuii Csio Jlo. OH mor
YyBCTBOBATh, KaK €r0 CUJIKl BOCCTaHABIMBAIOTCS, U BOKPYT HEero Oblyla BUOpUpYyoLas OyXoBHAS
SHEeprus, I03TOMY OH IIOIBITAJICS TIOTJIOTUTH BCIO ee. OmHAKO OH 00HAPYKHUJI, YTO TPYIHO
OCTaHOBUTBCS, KaK TOJILKO OHO Ha4aJioCch, ¥ XKHU3HEHHO BajkHas AyXOBHas SHEPTHs IMPofoKasia
BJIMBAThCS B HETO, & €ro TeJI0 IPOJO0JIKaJIo IOTJIoNaTh ee HeIPePHEIBHO. M HaKOHeI] 0Ha
mpeBpaTuiach B CTUHHYIO BHYTPEHHIOIO CUJTY U IIOTEKJIa B €70 HaHbTSHE.

Ero mepunuaHbl, BHYyTPEHHUE OPTraHbl, KOXKa, IJI0Th U APYrYe XXKM3HEHHO BaXKHBIE YaCTH Teja
pereHepupoBaiucCh, a BCe YaCTU Tejla YCUIUIIUCh U YIYyYIIUIUCh. Ero paHsl MOTHOCTHIO 3aXKUJIH, a
KO2Ka BBITJIsAMeNIa Kak HoBas. Bokpyr Csio JIo, KOTOpPEHIH OB B IeHTPe OypH, KPYKUIIaCh MOIITHAS
SHEpPrusi.

HepeBBﬂ HCYEe3dJIM U KaMHHU PACCHIIIAJINCE B IIPAX, Kyldad OBl HU IIOIIagaJIk BOJIHEI.

VimnepaTop YTKa BBIKUJ, YIE€TEB 3a [IPefelbl JOCATaeMOCTH SHEPTeTUUYECKUX BOJIH.
PacnnacraBiuch Ha 3eMJie, OH 3afbIXajicsd OT yx&Kaca. "9To OblJI0 y2KaCcHO. YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 COTBOPHUII
3TOT IPOKIATHIN YOIIOHOK?"

B TéMHOM 3aMKe, B COTHSIX KHJIOMETPOB OTCIONA, MECATKY MOXKUIILIX IOl C MOPIIUHUCTEIME
JUIIaMy BeIOeXKa/y U3 CBOMX KOMHAT ¥ MOTHSIKCH Ha KPHIITY 3aMKa. OHHU C IIIOKOM CMOTPEIH B
cTOpoHY, Tae ucuensics Cso Jlo. OHM axHyNH, YyBCTBYS YOUBIIeHUE U HemoyMeHue. OHU
00HapyXKWIK, YTO Ty[a CTEKAeTCs JyXOBHAs SHEPTHUs CO Bcel o6macTu. Kakoe OCTHKEHUE MOTIIO
BBI3BATh TaKyi0 Oypio?

"Uro npou3souwno? Kakas BaxkHas nepcoHa npubbiyia B TEMHBIM jiec?" - ¢ 11060IBITCTBOM CIIPOCHIT
OIUH CTapHK.



"3TOT YeJIoBEK MOJIKEH OBLITH II0 MEHbIIIEeH Mepe B IIATUCTaX KUJIIOMEeTpPaX OTCI0Oa, HO €eT0
yCTpalllawoiee OaBJIeHrne OOCTUTIIO JaXKe HacC. OH cunén".

"Ma. d mymaro, 3Ta BaXXKHas IepCOHa AOCTHUIJIa YPOBHS NereHpapHoro Cesatoro Bouna!"

HecsaTku cTapeimuH KpoBococyiiero kKinaHa Benu o0cyxaenue. [Ipu ynmomuHanuu CBsaToro BouHa Ha
WX JIUIAX BRHICTYMHIIA OJIeIHOCTD, a B IJIa3aX 3acThUI cTpaxX. Heyxkenu nputnu YeTepe KOPOIs
Caarou 3emnu Kimana Ceeta?

"CTapeulIuHbl, 4TO CIIy4YusIoCch? YTO BH 30€eCh genaeTre?"

Mornopoii YenoBeK, MOX0XKuM Ha JIyu, IIOOLIEN K CTapeHIInHaM U CIIPOCHI 00 3TOM C HEeIOyMeHHUEM.

"B TEMHOM JieCcy TOIBKO 4YTO IOSIBUJIACH BaKHasd IepCoHA", - OTBeTHI Benukuii cTapeimrHa.

"BaxkHas nmepcoHa?" - HaXMypPHUJICS MOJIOIOX YeJIOBeEK.

Benukuii cTapeuinuHa KUBHYN ¥ 0TBeTUI: "[la. ETo moCTuXKeHUe, KaK MBI CYMTaeM, HAXOOUTCS Ha
ypOBHe nereHgapHoro Cesitoro Bouna".

Csartoii Boun?

Moromnoit YeIoBeK axHyJI, YCIIbIIIaB 3T0. "MoxkeT OBITh, 3TO OOuH U3 YeTHIPEX Koponel CBIATOM 3eMu
Knana Cseta? Ho KpoBococymmuii KinaH He HapyIlaa JOr0BOP U HUKOTa He MOKXfan TEMHEIN Jiec.
3aueM UM 30ech OBITH?"

Tonbko YeTsipe Koposs CeaTou 3eMnu Kinada CBeTa JOCTUTIY JIETEHAAPHOTO YPOBHS CBATOrO
Bouna. MyX4WHEBI 3allaHUKOBAJIX, TaK KaK BU3UT YETHIPEX KOPOJIEW HUUET0 XOPOIIEero CyluTh He
MOT.

prr‘I/Ie CTapefILHI/IHBI MOJT49aJId, IIOTOMY 4YTO IIOHATHA HEe UMEJIH, YTO IIPOUCXOOHUT.

"T'me Jlyu?" - cipocun Benukuil cTapeummHa.

"OH TOJIBKO YTO BEPHYJICS C Hallle cecTpoit. M moiMan HeCKOIbKUX HAEMHUKOB, KOTOPHIE OXOTUIIUCH
B TéMHOM Jlecy", - OTBETUJI MOJIOLOU YeJIOBeK.

Kak TOnbKO OH 3aKOHYHUJI TOBOPHUTH, Ha JIMIaX BeNIUKOTo CTapelInuHb U MOJIOIOTO YeI0BeKa
OOHOBPEMEHHO BhICTymHIIa 61emHOCTh. Heyxkenu ato 6w JIyn? Heyxenu oH HATBOPUIT KaKUX-TO
6en? Pa3Be Takoe coBIafieHKe BOOOIIE BO3MOKHO?



"JlecTep, I030BU €ro. Y MeHS eCTh K HEMy HECKOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB", - CDOYHO CKa3as Benukuii
CTapeuIvHa.

Mornopoii uenoBek KuBHYI. Ho He ycren oH yUTH Ha OUCKHU JIyH, KaK TOT JIEHUBO BOILIET B 3aJl.

"Bpat, Benukuit cTape#iirHa, 9YTO BH 37ech fenaeTe? CeromHs y MeHs OblT XOPOILIui ypoxan. Y
MeHs G0JIblIle IeCSATH XXKUPHBIX OBEL], BCE OHU KPYIIHBEIE U MYCKYJUCTEIEe. X KDOBL 0COOEHHO
BKycHas!" - ckasan Jlyu. OH ycnokourscs mnocine ccopkl ¢ Csio Jlo u Umnepatopom YTKoii. OH mBITancs
IIPUIIKCATh 3aC/TyTU CBOEH OXOTHI CBOEMY cTapliineMy Opaty JlecTepy U cTapeHIIrHaM.

Benukuii cTapeuinyHa MOJIHUEHOCHO ITEPEMECTUJICS B BO3[yXe U MTHOBEHHO OKa3aJICs Mepeq HUM.
CxsatuB Jlyu 3a nmeun, Benmukuii cTapetiIinHa C CEPbE3HBIM JIMIIOM CIIPOCHIT: "JIyH, THl HE TOKUAAN
npenenoB TEMHOTO leca, He Tak Ju?"

9T0 OBLT BOMIPOC, KOTOPHIN OoJbIlle Bcero 6ecrokount Benukoro ctapeimuny. JIyu BeIcocat
YeJI0BEYECKYIO KPOBb, U TEIepPh K HEMY IIPUMEHUIIOCH OTPaHUYeHHe PONOCIOBHOM. Ecu Obl OH
Korma-HuOyms mokuHyn TEéMHEIH tec, CBaTast 3emiist Kimana CBeTa Oblia OBl IEPBOM, KTO 00 3TOM
y3Has. Ecnu Ovl 3T0 GbIJIO TaK, TO OBIJIO OBl BIIOJTHE JIOTUYHO, TOYEMY OHHU IIPHCIIai OGHOTO U3 CBOUX
KOpOJIe# [IIs1 pelieHust mpo0ieMsl.
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