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3Bepu.

[Toxa Csio JIo mpuxonun B cebs, ero ria3a ObUIM 3aKPHITH, X BCE €TI0 CYIIEeCTBO, Ka3ajIoCh, BOIIIO B
COCTOSTHME TIYCTOTHL. Besblil map, moX0XKui Ha map, IOOHUMAJICS OT ero Tejla ¥ BUCEIl BOKPYT HETO,
KaK TyMaH. [ 1511 Ha Hero, MOXKHO OIIYTHUTb YYBCTBO MYCTOTHL. ET0 paHbl BOCCTAaHABIMBAJIUCH
W3HYTPH; CHAYaJla ero CJIOMaHHbBIe KOCTH; 3aTEM €Tr0 BHYTPeHHUE OPTraHbl; HAKOHEI], ero BOCEMb
MEPHUONAHOB ¥ TIOBPEXKIEHUST KOXKH.

9T0 OB POIIECC, TTO3TOMY €T0 CIIOMaHHAas TpaBasi HOTa 3aXKMBET He cpa3y, HO moTpebyeTcst
HEKOTOPOE BPeMs.

YTunsi UMmepaTop Kpenko crai Ha 3emie. JIyummii cnoco0 g Hero IpuiiT B cebs - 3TO IoCnaTh.
Korpga oH 3aceimnarn, ero xpaln HallOMUHAT Xpall IPYroro KUBOTHOTO, B YACTHOCTU XKUPHOU CBUHBH.

[TocTenenHo HEOO MEHSITIOCH, EHb 3aKAaHYMBAJICS, HACTYNU Beuep. He6o moTeMHeno, u 3e7eHbIH
7Iec cTaj YepHHIM, KakK CMOJIb, @ M3-3a AYIOIIEero XOJI0MHOT0 BeTpa, aTMocdepa CTaHOBHUIIACh BCe
Gosee u Ooiee yxKacarllei, i IT0 MEPe TOT0, KaK BeTep CTAHOBUJICS BCE CUIbHEE U CHUIIBHEE, U C
BOEM ITPOHOCHUJICS TI0 JIeCY, 9TOT 3BYK CTaJl HAallOMWHATh BOM ITPU3PAKOB.

YTunni MMnepaTop yke HEKOTOPOe BpeMs He CIiaj, II0TOMY 4TO He MOT 3aCHyTh. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ,
YTO BeTep OBII CIIMIITKOM CYPOBBIM M ITPOHU3BIBAIOLIE TPOHU3BIBAIONIUM. Er0o yTUHbIE TIEPhST BCTAIN
IBI00M ¥ TOpYaid B pa3Hble CTOPOHHL.

«Y6mogku, nyyine O 37eCh He ObUIO MpHU3pakoB. MiHaye UM He 1M03[A0POBUTCA!!» - YTUHBIN
HiMriepaTop MPOTJIOTUI CIIOHY ¥ HaCTOPOXKEHHO orjsaencs. 2KyTKast aTMocdepa 3acTaBiisifia eTo
YYBCTBOBATh Ce0s TaK, CJIOBHO 3JI0M OyX MOT BHE3AITHO ITOSIBUTHCS U3 TEMHOTH B TI000# MoMeHT. Ho
OH He 0CMEeJIHJICS MOTPeBOXKUThL Cs10 JIo, B KOHIIE KOHIOB, Cs10 JIo MemguTHPOBAI; eciu OBl ero
IIOTPEBOXKUIIH, 9TO OIPEeIeJIeHHO MOBNIUIIO0 OBl Ha HETO HeTaTUBHO.

Cso0 Jlo, cumen ¢ gpyrou CTOPOHEI, ¥ IOYTH HE YyBCTBOBAJI TeUeHUs BpeMeHu. OH cUpesl, CKPeCTUB
HorH, 1 UcTuHHasa CyLIHOCTh MOCTOSHHO LIUPKY/IUpoOBaja B ero tene. K HacTosdieMy BpeMeHH OHO,
IOJIKHO OBITh, OBITIO PACIIPOCTPAHEHO OKOJIO TPEXCOT IIUKJIOB.

Ero cnoMaHHBIE KOCTH B ITpaBoii HOTe OBIIM BOCCTAHOBJIEHH. B HacTosIee BpeMs OH
BOCCTAHABJIMBAET €T0 BHYTPEHHKE OPTaHbl, KOTOPHIE MOTyUYUITH Cephe3Hbie MoBpexaeHus. OH cTan
YeM-TO BpOjie Masika, IPUTSITUBAIIIET0 OTPOMHYIO CHJTY, U OHA CIIOKOWHO YCTPeMJIsyIach K HEMY CO
BCEX CTOPOH. 3aTeM OHa MPOHUKJIA B €T'0 TEJIO Uepe3 THICAYU 10D Ha ero Tejle.

BHe3amnHo B TEMHOM JieCy IIOABUIIACH OBa 3€JIEHBIX OT'OHBKA.

YTunsii UMnepaTop 3agpozKalt OT CTpaxa, ¥ ero YTUHBIE Tepbsi CHOBA BCTamu Abi0oM. OH MOAIMON3 K
Csio Jlo, ob6nmuBasich IOTOM, Kak BofonanoM: «['aif, ManpyuuK, 9TO He..., IeJI0 He B TOM, YTO 3Ta yTKa
X0UeT Bac MOOECIIOKOUTH, @ B TOM, UTO BHI IOJI2KHEI OCTaHOBUTLCS Ha MTHOBEHUE. MHL..., I0X0XKe, Ha
HaC pelnId HalacTh KakKye-TO IUKUEe JKUBOTHEIE...»

BHe3amHo MosIBUIIOCH ellle 00JIbIlle 3eJIeHBIX OTOHBKOB, CJIOBHO Ipubbl, BEIpacTalolye HUOTKyna. Cs0
JIo yCrBIIIan yTKy ¥ MOYYBCTBOBAJ OIACHOCTH BOKPYT ce0si, TO3TOMY OH HEMEIJIEHHO OCTAaHOBUIICS.
OH OTKpHIZ T'7Ia3a ¥ YBUJEI 3BepeH, MOX0XKKUX Ha BOJIKOB, ONWH, 32 OMHUM, OHU MOSIBIISIINCH U3



TeMHOTH. OHU OBITM TPUMEPHO TOTO K€ Pa3Mepa, YTO U B3POCTIAsi IbBUIIA, C TYCTHIM MEXOM, U
HEMHOTO fIpyroil ¢popmoi Tena. B TeMHOTe MX I'Ta3a Meplany XKyTKUM 3eJIeHbIM cBeToM. CltoHa
Karaja C UX KJIBIKOB, KOT[la OHHU CJIeTKa HaKJIOHSJIUChH BIIEepe].

Oun 3apPbIYaJid Ha HETO U Ha Ytunoro I/IMnepaTopa, 1 MeOJIEHHO IMOOKPAObIBAIMCh K HUM, d U UX
YEepHbI€ KOI'THU BIIMBAJIUCH B 3€MIJII0, OCTaBJIAA CEPHUIO CIIEO0B OT KOT'Tel IIpXU KaXKOaoM IIIare.

«YepT BO3bMHU, UTO 3TO 3a 3Bepu? MX Tak MHOTO, UX, 10 - MEHBIIIEN Mepe, IAThAECIT!» - 3aT0BOPHUIL
Ytuneii UMnepaTop B IaHUKE: «JU, He OAX0AuTe K HaM! MBI HeBKYCHBIE, HETOCTAaTOYHO BKYCHBEIE,
YyTOOBI 3aII0JTHUTH JaxKe MPOMEeXKYTKM MeXKIy BalluMu 3yGamu!»

Cs0 Jlo nmpocTo IpourHopupoBa YTUHOTO MMIiepaTopa U 3alphIrHyJl Ha BEICOKOE OePeBo 03anu
Hero. OH OBLI TOX0K Ha 00€3bsIHY, MPHITAIONIYIO C BETKK Ha BETKY, ITOKa He B300pasics Ha BHICOTY
0oJiee OBafaTA METPOB.

«CyKUH CBIH, THl TAKOM 3TOMCTUYHBIN!» - YTUHBEIN VMIIepaTOp BRIpyTajcs, HO €r0 peakius He
3amequaack. OH TyT XKe 3axJiona KpelIbaMu U noneten K Cso Jlo, Kak MonHuA. ['pynna quKux
JKMBOTHHIX HHIPHYJIA IO JEePEBO U MOAHsIa ronoBel. OHU 3aphiyany, oOHaXKas KITBIKY.

YBupeB, 4uTo OHU KonebmioTcs BHU3Y, Csi0 JIo mpuilien K BEIBOAY, UTO OHU HE MOTYT JIa3UTh 110
IepeBbsIM, U TOYYBCTBOBaI o0ierdeHre. C ero HEIHEITHEN CUJION OH 0Y€Hb HEOXOTHO MMeJI eI C
3TUMHU 3BepsIMU. Kak TOJIbKO OH IOTPATUT ellle ONHY HOUb Ha BOCCTAHOBJIEHUE CUJI, €My He IPUIEeTCS
yCTaBaTh OT HUX.

«K cuacTbio, OHM HEe YMEIOT J1a3aTh 110 HePeBbsIM, MHaYe MBIl yMpeM!» - VTuHbIN MMIepaTop moxyomnan
ce0s 110 TPYOU U UCITYCTUN JOITUM B30X 00TIETrYeHUS.

«He cniu cerogHs HOYBIO, THL OTBEYaellb 3a A030p!» - cka3an Cs0 JIo. 3aTeM OH ceJjl, CKpeCTUB HOTH,
Y IIPOJOJIKUJI CBOIO MEIUTAIIHIO.

BricoKOe mepeBo OBIIO LBETYIIMM M KpeIKuM. BeTka, Ha KOTOPOM OHM HAaXOOUITHUCh, OblTIa 0YEHb
ToicTON. CHIOeTh Ha HEM, CKPECTHB HOTH, ORIJIO BCE PAaBHO, YTO CHIAETh Ha POBHOM 3eMJjie, U Haxke
OBLJI0O MHOTO OTIOJIHUTEILHOTO MeCTa.

Kak mor cnath Ytunsiiit Mmneparop? OHu OBIIM B JIeCcy B KYTKOM, 4epT BO3bMHU, aTMochepe, pagu
6ora! He roBops yze 0 TOM, YTO Ha HUX OXOTUJIUCH JUKHUE KUBOTHEIE. OH IIPOCTO HE CMOT OB
3aCHYTh B TaKOM 00CTaHOBKE.

OcmoTpeB fiepeBo, ono0HLEIe BOJIKAM 3BepH 3afiepKalich Yy OCHOBaHHUS fAepeBa. Kasanoch, 4To OHU
IpocTO coOXpanuch NOO0XKAaTh, II0Ka OHU yIaAyT. YTUHBIM UMIIEPATOD IPHIIeN B SPOCTh, OH CJIOMAaJl
KOPOTKYIO BETKY 1 OPOCHII ee B HUX: «['a, BBI, CYyKH, XOTUTE CHECTh 3TOTO AEAVIIKY YTKY
HNwmmnepatopa? [Ipocto nomoxagute! Kak TOJIBKO 3TOT MaJIb4YUK BOCCTAHOBUT YaCTh CBOEU CHUJIBI, BH
mponanmu!»

YcreIaB ero HaCMeIUIKy, 3BePH BHU3Y B3PEBEIH.

«410? CKOpee OTKATHIBAKWCS OT 3TOTO AedyInKu!» - YTuHb MMnepaTop 6eccTpalHo cumen Ha
BepiuHe 007bIoro mepeBa. OH He 00syICS 3Bepe, CUIeBIINX BHU3Y, U TOBOPUJT YBEPEHHO U
HaIMEHHO.

Kak TonbpKO Ipo3ByYasy ero CJI0Ba, M3 COCENHEr0 C HUMHU JIepeBa BHE3AITHO BHIIPHITHYJT OTPOMHBIM
3BEPh. YTUHBIA UMIIEPATOP HEe 3aMEeTHJI, KOT{Ia OH YCIesI IOTHSATHCS Ha CaMbIM BepX, 3BepPb BHE3AITHO
OpocuIICS Ha HUX B aTaKy, OTKPHEIB CBOI0 OTPOMHYIO ITaCTh.



OH OB He eOUHCTBEHHBIN, TaK KakK MOOMM30CTH OB U IPYTHE, CUMIEBIINE Ha BEPXYIITKAX NePEBLEB.
Onu 00pa30Bau KOJIBI0 OKPYxKeHus: BOKPYT Cso JIo u YTuHOTO NMIIepaTopa. Yep3 MrHOBEHHEe OHU
IIPBITHYJIHA, OMHOBPEMEHHO CO BCEX CTOPOH X HaOpOCHUINCH HA HUX!

«Tait, 6o#t! Ckopee yBepHUCH!» - YTuHbIHM MMnepaTop GbIT HAlyTraH J0 CMEPTHU U IepesieTes Ha 6osee
BBICOKYIO BETKY, 4TOOHBI crtacTuch. Peakmust Csio JIo TakKe Oblyla Ype3BbIYaiHO ObICTPOM. OH OBICTPO
BBIIIIETT U3 CBOET0 MEOUTATUBHOTO COCTOSIHUS, ¥ €r0 HOTM Pe3K0 OTTONKHYIHCh. OH JIOBKO 3aIIPHITHYII
Ha 6ojiee BLICOKOE MECTO.

3Bepu CMOTJI IPUOIU3UTECS TOJIBKO K IIyCTOMY Bo3myxy. OnHako, 6e3 BCIKOU Iay3bl, OHU CHOBA
pocTHO Opocunuch BBepx. OHU KapaOKauch 110 CTBOJY LePeBa, a UX MOIIHbIE KOTTH IIPOYHO
HEMISTTUCE 3a AePEBO, KaK MUHU-KPIOYKHU.
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Csto Jlo O6v1n moTpsiced. OH HUKOTTA He IomyMaJ Obl, 4TO 3Ta TPYyIIa HEeM3BECTHLIX 3Bepel MOoTJia
ObITH TaKoi xuTpor. OHU [aXKe 3HAJK, KaK IPUTBOPUTHCS TTIYIIBIMU U CJTa0bIMU, YTOOR 00MaHyTh
CBOWX BpParoB, ¥ HAMEPEHHO 3aCTaBJIS/IA €70 JyMaTh, YTO OHU HE MOTYT JIa3UTh II0 HEPEBLSIM, IPEXK/e
yeM Ha4aTh JeHCTBOBATh TalHO. OHU IPEOIPUHSIN BHE3AIHYI0 aTaKy, KOTrfga oOH ObUI B CaMOM
paccnabieHHOM COCTOSTHUM !

OpnvH 3Bepb NOANPHITHYJI CHU3Y U BOH3UJI CBOU KJILIKU B BETKY IIpsIMO o Horamu Cso Jlo.
Tpeck...

BeTka TyT XKe pa3yeTenach Ha KycKd, ¥ npexpe 4eM Csio JIo ycren OTIpETHYTh B CTOPOHY,
ClloMaHHas BeTKa PYXHYyJa, U OH IIOTepsI onopy. Ero Tesno HeyKIoHHO Hayaso nafaTh, K CYaCThio, OH
cMor ORICTPO YXBAaTUTHCS 3a 4acTh epeBa U yuenusics 3a Hero. He maBasi eMy pacciabuthcs, ele
IBa 3BEPSI BLICOKO NOIIPHITHYIN C 06€UX CTOPOH ¥ GPOCUIIUCEH IPSIMO Ha HETO.
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