"Yro 9T10? 3eMmneTpsicernue?"

Menenxep BCKOYHUII U3-3a CTPAIIHOTO IIyMa, ¥ OBICTPO BhIOeXKasl HapyKy C HEKOTOPBIMU U3 JIIOHEH,
YTOOBI TOCMOTPETD, YTO IIPOUCXONUT.

Xotst Kimap He Oblyla Tak mopaxeHa, OHA 3aMeTHO HepBHU4Yaia. OHa cpa3y ke Opocuia To, Y4eM
3aHUMaJIach, ¥ IOCMOTPEA TyMa, OTKYHa UCXOOUT 3BYK, ¥ OBLIa OIIEJIOMIIeHa.

910 OBINO emie OoJiee MIOKUPYIOMINM, YeM 3eMeTpscenne! K 3amafly oT ropopa nagai MeTEOPUTHBIN
OOXnb!

[Teimatotie MeTeopsl MTafialy OOUH 3a APYTHM, IIJIaMsi KOTOPHIX OBIJIO BUAHO faxe u3majneka. Mx
XBOCTHI TIHY/IUChH K TOPU30HTY U Mafajid B 3allagHOM JIeCy, 3aCTaBJisgs 3eMJII0 IPOKaTh.

Kap xoTena 4To-TO CKa3aTh, HO He 3Haja, YyTo. E¥f mpuuuiock ymuneyTh cebs 3a HOTY, YTOOH
yOEemUThCS, YTO €U 3TO HE CHUTCS.

MeTeopUTHEIN NOKOh AJIKICT HEeOosro. ITocae Toro, Kak yIajad NecsiTKA MEeTeOpPoB, BCE
IIPEKPaTHIIOCh ¥ CTHXJIO.

"IIpuHitecca Kmsp... 4To 3a 4epTOBIIUHA..."

"f... 1 cama He 3Ha..."

KTo 3HaeT, 4TO 3a YepTOBINKHA [TPOU30IIIa B 3allafiHOM Jiecy. [1o KpaiiHei Mepe, OHa Gbllla YBEPEHa,
YTO 3TO He CTUXMIHOe OeICTBYeE, a Marus, BhI3BaHHAs HEKUM BeJIMKHM Marom!

Iopory Ha 3amaf nperpaauia KOJOHUS MypPaBbheB, U BOPYT TaM yIajl METEOPUTHHIN
noxpb! CoBmnamenue? Het! OTo aBHO OBIJIO cHienaHo, YTOOH M30aBUTHCS OT MYPaBhEB.

['TaBHBEIY BOMIPOC 3aKJII0YAJICS B TOM, KeM OB 9TOT YEJIOBEK.

"MoxeT OBITh, 3TO TaK CIlelMajIbHas CIIe[ICTBEHHAs I'PyIia, KOTOPYI0 peKoMeHaoBan A6pa? XoTs 3TO0
HEMHOT'0 BOIIUIOIIE, HO €CJIM 3TO OHU, TO, BO3MOXKHO, Y HAX €CTh Ha 3TO CHUJIBL.. BOIIPOC B TOM, KaK
OHM y3HaJlX 0 MypaBbsX, OIOKUPYIOMIKUX TOPOTY, ¥ KOT{la OHM TaM OKa3aJIuCh?"

Kiap mouyBcTBOBaa, 4YTO Y HEE€ HauuHaeT 00JIeTh I'oJIoBa.

OHa X[aja UX IOCTeqHYe JHYU, a OHYM MPOCKOIb3HYIH IPSIMO ¥ Heé oI HOCOM, Yero OHa [Jaxe He
3aMeTHIIa, OCJie YeT0 OHU OOPYLIMIIA METEOPUTHBIN JOKIb...



Knap gyBcTBOBana cebs uanotkoit! Kak oHa Moria OBITh Tako# GecrieuHom?

"XM... crenpabHas CleOCTBeHHad rpyImna, ga?"

Menenxep npuilen B cebs 1 mopymar o cioBax Kiap.

Ecnu 3pmech Oblyla cnielidanbHast CleqCTBeHHAs I'PYIINa, TO He ObIJIO MPUYHMH, YTOOR OHU laXKe He
TIPUIIIK TTONIPUBETCTBOBATh Kiap... mpobiemMa B TOM, UTO, KpOMe HUX, OH He MOT IIpHAyMaTh HUKAKOM
IPYTO¥ BEPOSITHOCTH.

"TTorogute! {1 Tonpko uTO BecmoMmHuu! Te crnemoBaTesnu panra E, KOTopele cKa3aiy, YTO COOMPAIOTCS
IIPOPBAThLCS Yepe3 MypaBhEB... OHU IIPUMEPHO ceiivac ¥ NOJIKHBI TaM OKa3aThCs. MeHemxKep IIy0oKo
3agyMmalcs U TUXo0 mpobopMoTan: "ITo XkKe He MOTyT OBITh OHH, fa?"

"O 4éMm THI TOBOPHUIIL?!"

Ha camowm mene, y Knap yxe Obinu momo6HEIE TOTO3PEeHMS, HO OHA HaXke He X0Tella pacCMaTPUBaTh
3Ty BO3MOKHOCTb, YTOOBI COXPAaHUTH JIUII0. HO ceiiyac aTu CII0Ba 3afieNiu € XPYIKYI0 TOPAOCTE.

"He MoxeT OBIThH! ITO HE MOTYT ObITH OHU! Kak MOTTIM 9TU HATJIble U Jep3Kue cliefoBaTeu paHra E
OBITH CIIelMaIbHOU ClIeICTBeHHOM rpymnmoi? Touyno Het! H-Hu 3a ¥ToO..."

Kaxk 0w T'DOMKO OHA HH IIBITA/IdCh KPUYATh, KJ'ISp BCE PaBHO HEe MOT'JIa CKPEITE CBOIO HEYBEPEHHOCTS,
ITIOCKOJIBKY Ha4dajla COMHEBAThCA JaXKe B CBOUX COOCTBEHHBIX CJIOBAX.

Ha camowm pere, BEPOSATHOCTE 3TOT'O Oblna MOBOIBHO BEICOKA.

OTu pebsiTa IPUIIIIK KaK pa3 B Ha3HAYEHHOEe BpeMsi, ¥ BCE OCTallbHOE, KpoMe E-paHra, UMeJio CMEICH.

Kpowme Toro, Knap 1o cux nop He 3Hana, Kak 3BaJId 3TOI'0 BEICOKOMEPHOT'0 YEPHOBOJIOCOTO MaJIb4uMKa,
TaK 4TO BIIOJIHE BEPOSITHO, UTO 3TO U ObL1 JIun Csio!

"Hert, HeT, HeT! AHOpP3 XKe cKalas, 4To JIua Cs10 momkeH ORITh HAEMHUKOM CPEIHUX JIEeT... MaXkKe eClIu
3T0 uyib, JIud Csg0 He MOXKeT OBITh TaKUM YOJIIOOKOM, BepHO?"

Kiap Bcmbinuia, mpocTo nopyMaB o HEM. Ha Bupg emy Ovwio et 15 unu 16, Ha mapy jIeT MOJIoXe €€, a
3a HUM CJlefioBajia rpymnmna 0ecrnoyie3HbIX CUMIIaTUYHEIX IeBYIIeK... TakKas CTpaHHas rpynna... Kiap
He MOTJIa TIOBEPUTh, YTO 3TO Oblsla clienuaibHasl Clle[CTBeHHas rpymnmna!

"Xmmd! Hy u uTo, ecnu 910 1 Oblu OHKU? TaKue OUKKe U Harjible IPOCTOIIONWHEL He TONSITCS B
cnegoBaTenu! TONMbKO MOOOXKAK... HE Hai 00T MHe BCTPETUTHCS C HUMU cHOBa!" Knap moBepHYyach u



yIiijia B IIPUCTYII€ APOCTH, BCIIOMKHAA O TOM, KaK HaJIMeHHBIfI MaJIbYHUIIIKa HaCMeXaJICsa Ha[l Hei.

MeTeopUTHEIN [0XKIb 3a TOPOAOM He MOBIHSII Ha e€ mTaHbl. OHa moOBETCS CBOET0, HE3aBUCHUMO OT
TOTO, KTO BbI3BAJI METEOPUTHBIM T0K[Ib.

E# mpocTo HykHO ObI710 ©30€KaTh MypaBbeB U HauTu Lle3aps. YTo KacaeTcst 9TOr0 pa3apazKaroiero
YEepPHOBOJIOCOTO IOHOIIN... JTy4llle UM OOJIbIlle He BCTPeYaThCs. A eCIM OHU BCTPETSTCS, faxKe Oyab OH
JIlvn Cs0, oHa IIpenofacT eMy Ypok!

Bort Tak KHSp coﬁpana AHJIpS C ero JINObMHU, 1 IIPUCTYIIXIIA K OCYIIECTBIIEHUIO UX IIJIdaHA, KOT'Oa
HaCTyIInJia HOYb.

Knap #e mpocTo usberana MypaBseB. OHa ITOATOTOBUIIA iBe HeOobIne KoMaHak. [Toka oHU
IBUTAIUCDH ITPOCETIOUHOM OOPOTOM, YTOOH M30eXKaTh MypPaBhEB, Apyras KOMaHa MPUBIEKIa Okl
BHUMaHUE MyPaBhEB.

[Toka Ha r7IaBHOM mopore OyAyT pa3faBaThCsi TPOMKUE 3BYKH, a TaKXkKe I0f IIOKPOBOM HOYH, MX PUCK
3HAUUTEILHO YMEHbIIUTCS. [17aH OBITT Ha caMOM [ieJie BIOJIHe 6e30MacHbIM U HaEKHBIM, U COBCEM
He TI0X0Xe Ha «BOPOBCKHE 3aMalllKu». BOT TONMBKO UATH B 100 TOXKe OBIIIO HEITOX0XKE Ha UAEI0

JIuu Cso.

Ha camowMm [ienie, OHa TOXKe X0Tejla yIapuTh ux B 100! Ho y Heé He OBIJIO TaKOM BO3MYTHUTEIBHOM
CHJIBI, IO3TOMY OHA MOTJIA TOJIbKO YKPaAKOW IBUTATHCS 10 IPOCETIOYHON IOPOTE. ..

K13p 0CTOpOKHO Beja rpyniy mo yxabuctoi 60KOBOM HOPOre U IPUCIYIINBAJIACh K IBUXKEHUSM Ha
CIIydai, eCJId UX OKPYKUT TPYyIIlla MypPaBbEB.

"T1I... TOYeMy OHU eIl He Hadanu?"

CormacHo maHy, BTopas KOMaH[a yKe [oIxkHa Obl/la HauyaTh aTaKOBaTh MypPaBhEB, YTOOH! IPUBIIEYb
UX BHUMaHHKe U CO3[aTh JJIs IIePBOM KOMaH/Ibl BO3MOKHOCTE 6e3omacHoro npoxona. Ho, crycts
CTOJILKO BpeMeHH, K/I9p Tak ¥ He MOIy4YuIa HUKaKUX CUTHAJIOB.

OHa mopmyMaja, 9YTO BTOpas KOMaH[a rmepemyTasna BpeMs. Eit ObI7I0 HEM3BECTHO, YTO BTOpPas KOMaH/a
yXke npubbIsla Ha MeCTO, HO 0OHapyKula YTO-TO CTPAHHOE. ..

Hukakux MypaBLEB TaM He OBLIO!

Arakyromas KoMaHza oOHapyKuia TOJIbKO BEIKKEHHYIO 4acTh jleca U pa3dpocaHHbIe IOBCIONY
CTpaHHBIE KYCKH OPEBECHOTO YIS, HO HUKAKHWX KPOBOCOCYIIIMX MypPaBbEB OHU HE YBUOEIH. ..

HMtak, 6e3 MypaBhLEB, UTO OHU JOJIXKHEI ObLIH fenaTh? Y Kak uM nocnaTtk Knap curnan?



B TakoM ke monoxeHun Kiasp HEKOTopoe BpeMsi TIVIIO JX/ajla Ha MecTe 1, HaKOHell, TOTePsB
TepreHue, 6POCUIACh Yepe3 OMaCHBIM yIaCTOK JOPOTH.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BCSI €€ PelIMMOCTh 0Ka3alach HalpacHOH, IIOTOMY YTO fake Ha CaMOM OIaCHOM
y4acTKe OHa He BCTPeTH/Ia HA OMHOTO MypPaBbs.

EovHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHU MOTJIX CJIBIIIAThH B KpOMeHlHOfI TbMe€ JieCa, 3TO 3aBbIBaHUE BETPA.

"Heyxkenu co BceMU MypaBbiMU IeUCTBUTEIBHO Pa300paiucs?”

@Hrypa 9TOI'0 4YePHOBOJIOCOTO IOHOMIX TO W [EJI0 IMOSABIIAJIACE IIepe[ Hell ¥ Me[lJIEHHO CIIUBasach C eé
IIpencTraBJIEeHUEM O HaEMHUKE CpengHHuX JIeT.

Ero paccriabmeHHBIE COHHBIE TIa3a U JoOpas ybIOKa... a TaKXKe CIIOKOWHBIN, HO BHICOKOMEPHBIH
TOH...

Ero cnoBa cHOBa ¥ CHOBa 3By4asu y Heé B ronoBe! YeM Gobille OHa X0Tenna 3TO 3a0bITh, TeM OOJIbIIE
€ro T0JIOC 3Bydall ¥ CBOAUI €€ ¢ yMa!

"CBosioub! MHe BCE PaBHO, KTO ThI, ¥ THI JIX 1T03a00THUIICS O MYPaBhsIX... HE Hai 00T MHe TeOs elée
pa3 ysugerts! Unaue 4... 4...”

Knap mima u pyranachk, CKuMasi CBOM KOPOTKUM Med, pyOst IIUIIH ¥ KYCTHL. [ Ha 9T0, AHAPI U
OCTaJIbHBIE He M3[aBajli HU 3ByKa ¥ MOJida [10C/Ie0BaJIy 3a Hell, YCTPEMUBIINUCH K IIEPBOU
OCTaHOBKe, MepeBHe JIMHK.

Tak mporia criokoiHas HoYb. Y HUX TakK ¥ He MIPOU30III0 HU OgHOTro 005 Ha BCEM IYTH U3 JIeca. ITO
IOJTKHO OBLIO OBITH XOPOILIO, HO OHY OBIIM HE B JIy4IlleM COCTOSTHUY, TIOTOMY YTO CJIMIIKOM yCTasiu!

BecconHas HOYb U CIeIIKa B ITyTH 3aCTaBUJIXM AHAP3 ¥ OCTaJIbHBIX JepKaThCS JIUIIb Ha CBOEH
cuse Bonu. Kiap Bceé BpeMs Oblyia Bepey U He XKajioBajiach, HO U OHa yXkKe Oblna Ha Ipefiejie CBOUX
BO3MOXKHOCTEH.

Xopoiie# HOBOCThHIO OBIIIO TO, YTO, KOTHA MEePBHIM JIyd CBeTa KOCHYJICS 3€MJIM, OHYU, HAKOHEI],
noOpanuck 10 fepeBHU JIMHK, ITle CMOTYT OTOOXHYTb.

BoT TOMBKO, K COXKaNEeHHW0, OHU BCTPETUIIM TPYIINY CTPAHHBIX JIIOMEH.

[TommpaBKa, He CTPaHHLIX JIIOJIeH, a JI0el, C KOTOPHIMU Kiap He X0Tella BCTpedaThCs.

"4... a como?"



Ona HpOTépJ’Ia T'JTa3a U YBUOEJIa HIEeCTEPhIX 3HAKOMBIX JIIofed B BETXOM JJOMe Ha BLe3fle B OEPEBHIO.
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