BHUMAHME! [TPU YTEHUHU STOM T'JIABEI YEEPUTE OT CEBS BCE KOJIIOIE-PEXYIIUE
I[TPEOMETHI.

WpaH ycnbliana MeTaJIMdeCKUY CKpeXeT, U B Ty XKe CEKyHAIy e€ BUCKY IIPOH3uIa ocTtpas 6omb. K
JIUITY TIPUITUTIIIN BOJIOCHI, BTA2KHBIE, BUAUMO OT KPOBH.

[... Uto Xk, JIunus, moiimeM. B aToM GalllHe CITUIIKOM TECHO, TaK 4To, TeOe JIydile OTHOXHYThH TaM. ]
Cempuk

[Te1... mpaB. [Ipunn Cegpuk... SMMM...] JIunus

[Munas Jlunus, nmoxamnyicTta, noumMu! Pagu TBoero xe c4acThbs, 1 AOJIXKeH cTaTh KpoHnpuHLIEM. Ml
chesaeM 3TO TOJBKO OfMH pa3. B KoHIle KoHIIOB, [lepBoit KoporneBoii Bcerna 6ymenis Th.] Cepuk

[... K... nequ VipaH npocHymace.] JIunus

JlerkuM OBUKEHUEM PYKHU T€POMHS CMaxXHyJla BHICTYIUBINKE HA T7la3aX CJIe3H U, TOMHSB T'OJIOBY,
yNBIOHy1ach BO3/I00TIEHHOMY.

CpoenaB rioy0oKuM B3[[0X, OYHYBIIASCS 37I0flefika oOpaTuiach K mapoyke:

[... MUHTEpECHO TOCTyIIaTh, KAKOTO YepTa B TBOpuUTe?] MpaH

3anscTtes MpaH 00BUBAIOT XkKeJle3Hble HapYYHUKHY. [[TMHHAs KOBaHHAS IeIlh CIIYCKAeTCs OT HUX K
orope g OanpgaxuHa. He cMoTps Ha rpyOBIf BUJ, OKOBHI CAEJIaHB HA COBECTh: YTOORI OCBOOOTUTHCS
OT HUX MMOHaA00UIOCH OBl Pa3IoMaTh KPOBATh.

... Bcé BepHo. 'epIiiorckast Jo4b JIEXKUT Ha KPOBATH, a 00e PYKH KPEIKO CBSI3aHbl Y He€ Haf TOJI0BOM.

[... 4 mpory Te6st 3a TO, YTO HEIaBHO MPOU30III0. Bexs, mymato, nemu MpsH 6e3yCIoBHO B
3aMelIaTeNbCTBE 10 IIOBOY CBOETO MOJI0KEeHHUS. ] JIuus

JIunus KoCHyJach IIeKH, Ha KOTOPOM He 0CTasloCh U Cjiefla OT HeflaBHEeW OIJIeyXH, ¥ U3SIIHO
paccMesinach:

[ yBaxato Bac, megu UpaH, Tak 4TO, maBaiiTe BMeCTe COeflaeM BCE BO3MOXKHOe. ]| Jlunus

[... Yto BBl 00a uMeeTe B BUAY, TOBOPS 0 BTopoii KoposeBe, COBMECTHOM Tpy[ie UM YEM-TO TaM eIe?
Mos moMonBKa ¢ npuHileM CeIprKOM aHHY/IMPOBaHa, ¥, KCTaTH, UMeHHO Onaromaps Bam.] UpaH

[Ia, BCE BepHO; HO, KaK ¥ 0XKUMIAJ0Ch, Y MEHS He 0YEHb XOPOIIIO MTOIYYaeTCs JaguTh C I'PSI3HBIMU



apUCTOKPaTaMH, KOTOPHIE TOJIBKO ¥ 3HAIOT, YTO JIraTh, la 0OMaHLIBATh OPYT ApyTa... A BOT negu Mpsu
B 3TOM Oe3yIpeyHa, He TakK u? MTak, s X04y, 4TOOH TH MHe rmoMorma!] Jiunus

Y TyT 3m0peliKa IOHSa UX 3aMbICET.

Torma, Ha BeuepueM Bany, u3-3a He0OqyMaHHOTO ITOBEOEHUS I'TIaBHOM I'ePOWHH, CKOpee BCETo, IO
COMHEHHUe BCTaJIi He TOJIbKO II0JI0XKEeHNe eBYIIKN B KauecTBe Oyayiielt MmepaTpuIlbl, HO M CTATyC
HacyenHoro npuHna Cegpuka. HecMoTps Ha To, uTo JIMIKS IpefCcTaBiIeHa B BHICIIEM CBETE, KaK
nouyb 6apoHa, e€ [loMm He 0O/TafaeT MOCTAaTOYHKIMHU BIIACThIO M BIUSHUEM. YUUTHIBasA 00a 9TUX
00CTOSITETECTBA, HEYIUBUTEIILHO, YTO Ha [IeBy Hayall CMOTPETD CBBICOKA. [lake HE OTIUYAIOIIHUeCcs
OO0IBIIMM YMOM apPUCTOKPATHI HOOYMAJIKCh 10 3TOTO.

Crano OBITh, TApPOYKa COOMPAETCS BO3JIOXKUTEL Ha MipaH 00513aHHOCTH VIMIIepaTpHIlE U perleHne
IPYTUX CJIOKHBIX BOITPOCOB, COXPAHUB, B TOKE BPEMSI, CBOM COI[MAJIbHEIN CTATYC B LIEJIOCTH U
0e30macHOCTH.

[[Tomous Bam? [a... Jlegu JIlunus, HeyKenu, Bel He XOTUTe IPUJIOKUTH [aXKe Kallllo YCUINU pafu
npunila Cemgpuka?] Upsu

[9T0 He Tak! ¥ Kaxkmoro yeaoBeKa eCTh CBOU CUJIbHEIE U CIabble CTOPOHEL B KOHITe KOHIIOB. | JInus

[He G6ecmiokoiicsi 06 aToM, JIunus. 4 ¢ caMoro Hadasa He coOuparscs caxaTth Te6s B 30/I0TyI0 KIIETKY,
3aCTaBIIss MPUOEPKUBATHCS HOPMaNbHOCTEN U yCcTapeBuux o0rrdaeB.] Cenpuk

[UTo Gbl cKazan MiMmepaTop, YCIIbIIIaB, YTO HAaCJAEOHBIN TPHUHI BRIPAXKAETCS KaK MITEXKHBIN
mogpocTok?] Upsn

Cyns mo Tomy, ¢ Kako# ckopocThio Cempuk u JIunusi 00epHYIUCh Ha €€ HaCMEILUIHUBLIH Bonpoc, MpaH
6e3 Tpyna moragarnach, Kakol Oblyia peakuus npaBuTess. OH OKa3asl MIafillleMy ChIHY BeCbMa
XOJIOOHBIN ITPUEM.

[... Makc, 3abepu JIunuio orciofa.] Cempuk

O6usB [leBy 3a IIe4y, PHIApPh BEIBET €€ U3 KOMHATH. KaxeTcs, Tsxkenas, obuTtas xejne3oM, IBeph -
€OUHCTBEHHBIY BXOJI ¥ BBIXOJ U3 3TOr'0 MecTa. [10 yuIed IMIeHHUIE JOHECCS 3BYK 3aTBOPSIEMOTO
3acoBa. 3anepeBnch U3HYTPH, CeOpUK BEPHYJICS U Cell Ha KpoBaTh. OH CMOTpPEJ Ha OBIBIIYIO
HEBECTY JIE[STHBIM B3TJISIOOM.

[ momro pa3mebrs... C Kakux 1mop TH 67113Ka ¢ MouM OpaToMm?] Cempuk

[... O uéM THI roBOpULIL?] UpaH



[Emeé MHe HHTEPEeCHO, IIOYEMY OTell CKa3aJll, YTO TaKas JIeTKOMEICTIEHHAS XKEeHIWHA, KakK TH,
IOCTOMHA cTaTh MMnepaTpurei? B KoHIle KOHIOB, eclii JIMIus Tak X0pollla, Kak s TOBOPIO, MYCTh
HMnepaTpulla cuenaeT e€ HanoXHuIeu, nogxopsamen mnepatopy!..] Cenpuk

[TsI x04elIb TOMUPUTHLCS 0 3TOM mpuumnHe? Ho, MU MeHsT CBOOOMHI, KakK...... ] Upan

He YCIIEB NOTOBOPUTL, OHA IIOHAJIA, K YEMY KJIOHUT THYHbIﬁ IIPpUHII, 1 OCO3HaHHNE 3aCTaBHUJIO eeé
3aMOJI4aTh.

(EguHCcTBeHHBIM ciocob caenaTh MeHs Bropoit KopomeBoii 3To...)

Ia 66T 9TOT0 HE MoxkeT! [Ipsamo 3gech? Ecnu Cegpuk crenaeT To, YTO 3afiyMall, y Heé He 0OCTaHEeTCs
MHOT'0 BEIOOpA, KPOMeE KaK BHIUTH 3a HEro. Beb, B KOHEYHOM MUTOTE, [IOJT BRIXOMIIEB U3 011arOPOIHEIX
ceMel 9TOU CTpaHHl - POXAEHNe HacnedHuKa a1 UMnepaTtopckoro [loma.

[MmM, roy!] Upsnr

BrIBIIME KEHUX NOCTAI OTKYHA-TO IIeHHBIN IJIaTOK 1, 3aTKHYB [IEBYIIKe POT, 00MOTAJI UM €€ T'OJIOBY.

[Temeps TH He Oymelb TakoM rpoMKkoit. He xouy, uTo0sI JIunus 4To-TO yeibimana. Kpome Toro, s
BOJIHYIOCH, KaK ObI THl He OTKycuia cebe s13b1490K.] Cempuk

BriTamus HeOOIbIIoMN HOXKMUK, OH IIPUHAJICA PAa3pe3adThk IIHYPOBKY Ha J'[I/I(i)e IIJ1IaThs, dKKYPATHO,
CJIOBHO ITPOBOIA OII€PAInio, OPpyayA OCTPEIM JIE3BUEM.

[HpT...! Hopr...!] Upan

[ mpocTo o6HUMY Tebs u chenaio Bropoit KoponeBoii. Bnarogaps 3ToMy, s CMOTY €Ill€ M 3apy4UThCS
oA mepKKoM reprorckoro Joma n'Aytpuc. Ecnu Mbl cTaHeM OlM3KM, eAMHCTBEHHOM ToMexou OyneT
Mol OpaT, BepHO?... Ho, M”HTepeCcHO, Kakoe 110 OH caenaeT?] Cegpuk

H3ornysmuce, UpaH KoJIeHOM [THYJ1a HAaCUJIbHUKA B COJTHEYHOE CIIJIETEHUE.

I'na3a Cenpuka 3ambiiany oT THeBa. OceqyiaB €€, OH ylapul replorckyio f04Yb 0 OOHOM IIeKe, a
3aTeM 110 Opyrou. M, CHOBa ¥ CHOBA, pa3 3a pa30M, IIPOMOJIKII IIOBTOPSITL CHe IeHCTBUE.

[[Daxe s!... He xo4y gemnaTh!... Takoro popa Bemnu! [ToueMy Thl HUKaK He moiMelnb?] Cenpuk

[... yrx!] Upan

[A Bemb THI MOXKeIllb OBITE ITOJIE3HA YEJI0BEKY, KOTOporo mobua. Tebe ciaemyeT ObITh G1aromapHoii!.]



Cenpuk

C ycunueM, IIPUHI] 0TOPBAJI KYCOK IIJIaThs OKOJIO IeBUYbEH IIEH.

Heyxenu, y He€ HUKAK He MOIyYUTCS CaMOCTOSITEIbHO HAWTH BBIXOM U3 CIIOKHUBIIEHCS CUTyaIluu?
Wnu, MoxkeT ObITh, pa3yMHee CIIOKOMHO 06oyMaTh, KaK CTOUT BeCTH ce0si TI0CTIe TaKOT0?

(TTocne?..)

WpaH cTana emé 6rmegHee, 4eM npexpe... Eciau rocnogu Ko y3HaeT 06 3TOM. ..

Ona IIOYYBCTBOBaJla BKyC KPDOBH BO PTY. 3T0 OT TPaBM, BBEI3BAHHEIX ITOCTOSHHBIMYA yoapPaMH II0 JIUITY.

T'ocriopuu Knox, KoHeYHO, He 0TKaxeTcs oT MpaH us-3a nogobHoro. OgHako, oHa 00JIbIlle He CMOXKET
O0TPa3uUTCA B €ro IPeKpacHLIX I'Jla3aX HEBUHHOU [EeBYIIKOU.

Bceé B 3mofielike B3bIBaeT K CONpPOTHBIeHNI0. OHa xoTena 60poThes. U 9To KennaHue elie 6onee
youBisieT eé camy. [Tomymats TonbKo, MpaH JlopeH o' AyTpuc 03a00TUTCST TeM, KaK OOUH
eOUHCTBEHHBIN YeJloBeK OyIeT CMOTPETh Ha He€. B ero riasax oHa KaXnaeT ObITh CaMOM KpacUBOM.

He MoxeT OLITE... OHa B HEro B/IIOOMIACh?

(... Ecou BC€ Tak, Te0e ompeneeHHO HYXKHO YTO-TO IPEAIPUHATh B TEKYIIEM MMonoxKeHun! Th
IOJXKHa B3ATh ce0s B pyKu!..)

FepuorCKaﬂ JO4Yb CcoeJjlajla ce0e MBICTIEHHBIN BBEITOBOD 1 3aMepIIia. To, 4To mMON3aeT cenyac 1o eé
TeJy, II0X0Ke Ha I'yCeHuNny. M oHa HU 3a YTO B XKU3HU He IIPpOUTPAET TAKOMY, KaK OH. Bort Imo4uemy, en
HeJIb34 COaBaThbCA U HU B KOEM-CIIy4ae JIUTh CJIE3EI.

[Vrx!] UpaH

(Xoremoch OB, 4TOOB MaTYyIIKA Hay4Yuila MeHs yOUBaTh Yel0BeKa OMHUM ynapoM Horu!) Mpsu

CeJIpI/IK, IMIOCYUTAB OTCYTCTBHUE COIIPOTHUBIIEHUSA CO CTOPOHEI HpSH 3a CMUPEHNE U IIOBUHOBEHNE,
IIOTIBITAJICS BO33BaTh K HE.

[X-XBaTUT, MPOCTO MOCNYIIHO cAaucs...] Cenpuk

[Ona 3pmecs! Koponb [lemoHoB, s Hamen Wpau!!!] T'omoc



IeBy1iKa oOpaTuiaa BCE CBOE BHUMaHUe Ha UCTOYHUK IIPUTTTyIIEHHOr0 3ByKa. OHa 3aMeTusa BOPOHa,
IEMNJII0IIerocs 3a OKOHHYIO PeIleTKy, Ha Ilee ero eiBa MOXKHO pa3TJIsAeTh MaJIuHOBLIM TaJICTyK-
6abouKky. ITO ATMOHT,

He npouwio u ceKyHAH 0cie BOPOHBET'0 KPUKA, KaK IIOTOJIOK OallHu B3opBasics. I[1oe 3peHus
TIJIEHHUIBl MTHOBEHHO PaCIIUPUIIOCE.

Tl'ocmogun Ko,

OH CIyCTHIICSI C HOUHBIX CBETIIO-IYPIYyPHEIX Hebec. ABuncs Koposb, HemobeouMbIi B 4€JI0BEYE€CKOM
obnuube. Cepare 6eHOM KpacaBUllbl HATIOJTHUIOCH 00eryenreM. CJII0BHO, BHYTPU YTO-TO
otopBasiock. OHa, HAKOHEI], II0YYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO TEJIO €€ IPOXKHUT, CJIe3hl KATATCS 110 U30UTEIM
IeKaM, a Tpyab B3OsIMaeTcs oT phifanuii. (OH mpumén cnactu MeHs!) Bcé xopoiro. Teneps 60gThCS
Heuero. Tem He MeHee, FIpaH [0 KOHIla He 0co3Hasa cutyanuio. Oco6eHHO TO, KaKUM IIPOUCXOsIIee
BOCIIPMHUMaeTCH rIa3amMu Knopa.
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