KomHaTa, Kyma ux npuBen Cegpuk, pacmosaraiach Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe. YOPaHCTBO KOMHATHI,
IpefHa3HaYe€HHOM [I7I1 UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM CeMbH, OBIIO OBOILHO MPocThiM. KonuuecTBo Mebemnu -
mKadoB U MOJIOK - CBeJeHO K MuHUMyMy. O60U UMeNu IPUTTYIIEHHbIH 3eJIeHbIH, IIBeTa MXa,
OTTEHOK.

OpHako 37ech OBITIO YUCTO, dKKYypPaATHO H, IIPeXOe BCEero, Tuxo. Ona upeanbHO MOAXOAMUIA AT
BOCCTAaHOBJIEHHUS CHII.

- 9to obmast KomHaTa. CreBa - MOSI CIIaNibHS, @ KOMHATa B KOHIIe KOPHUOOPa - CIaIbHs Moero Opara.

3mech TOIBKO OOWH BXO[I, OH K€ BBIXO]I.

OTO 3HAYUT, YTO AJIg TOr0, YTOOH IOIacTh B KOMHATY Kiofa, BBl JOJIKHEI IN00 BOUTHU C Teppackl,
60 IPOUTH Yepes3 9Ty KOMHATY, B KOTOPO# ceiiyac Haxoauics CepuK.

Vip3H npuKuabBaia B yMe MapIIPyThH IPOHUKHOBEHUS M OTCTYIIEHUS, He 3a00TsSICh 3aMedaeT JIU 3TO
ee OBIBIIKY KeHUX UK HeT. CeOpuK XkKe Ccesl Ha TOCTUHHIY OUBaH, BEITSHYB HOTH.

- 4 6yny 3meck. [emnaii, 4TO X0Yelllb.

- 410, 4epT BO3BMH, TH 3afyMan? — crpocuiia UpsH nocne ceKyHOHOU 3aMUHKU. — [loueMy TEI
IIpUBEN MeHd ciofa?

Cusas napuk, UpsH nocMmoTpena Ha CefpuKa, IPUTIaXkuBas CBOU OJIMHHBIE BOIOCHI.

-Vnu THI peuIus MHe TOMOYb, IIOTOMY 4UTO Goutnbces, uTo Knon orbepet y Tebs Jlunuio? Crnacubo,
KOHEYHO, HO TIOfaYKu OT TeOsi MHEe He HYXKHHI.

OHa x0TeJja CIIpOBOLMPOBATH €0, BhICKa3asl Hauboee BEPOSTHYIO IPUYMHY MOTUBAIIMK BTOPOTO
npuHIila, Ho CegpuK He paccepausics. BMecTo 3TOro OH B3sJ1 KHUTY, KOTOpas jexaja pSfaoM C HUM,
OTKPHLUI €€ ¥ PAaBHOAYIITHO OTBETHII:

- 9T0 TBOE meno. [IoToponuCh, MOTOMY YTO 5T HEe MOTY CKa3aTh, KOTHa MPUAET BpeMs 00xofa.

- Onedac, octaraiics 3nech. Ecnu 4To-HUOYOb CIIYYUTCS, Hail MHE 3HATh.

- [ToHsmn.

Eif CTaHOBUJIOCH KYTKO OT TOTO, YTO OHA He MOTJIa IOHSTh HaMepeHu# CeipuKa, HO OHa He MOTJIa
ceryac OTBJIEKAThCS Ha 9T0. MIP3H, ocTaBuB mo3aau cebs dmedaca, mMOI0KKUIA PYKY Ha PYUYKY ABEDH.
Ona ry60KO B3[OXHYJIA ¥ OTKPhIJIA ABEPb.



I[Mepen Hew mpeqcTana 60bIIasi KOMHATa C Pa3BEBAOIIMMUCS OEJIHIM 3aHaBeCsIMU. A Ha KPOBATH,
VKPBITOM OaJIaxiMHOM, OHA 3aMeTH/Ia 3HAaKOMbIe YePHEIE BOJIOCHL.

- Kmnog...! — nmpomenTaina WUpsH.

CrnoBHO IIpOIITK MHOTHEe T'OObI C UX MocaegHen BCTpeYHn.

Ee nmio6uMBIN cIIasl Ha CTONKe TPOMO3JKUX MOAYIIEeK, BEPXHSS YacCTh €ro Tejia Oblia clierka
npunopHsaTa. MpsH Opocuiack K HEMY U C OITaCKOM ITOJI0KWIIa PYKY Ha ero IeKy, Korga OH B3[0XHYII
BO cHe. Termnad.

«2Kupoi...!»

Y TONbKO KOTMIa ee rila3a 3acC/Ie3uNIUCh, IPoH 0CO3Hasa, HACKOJIBbKO CUJILHO OHa 0 HeM GeCIIOKOUIACh.
OCTOpO2KHO B35IB €r0 PYKY, JIeXKAIIyI0 Ha Ofesijie, OHa II0TepJIach O Hee IeKOH.

«Kak xe 4 papa...! Kak xe papa...! [Toka Tl K¥B, MHE HUYET0 He CTPAIIHO...»

[Toxozxke, 3TO MpaBAa, paHa Oblyta HEeTTy0oKOM. KazkeTcs, OH He UCIBITHIBAET CTPAJaHUM, a IPOCTO
MHUPHO CIIUT. KHUra pSioM C KPOBAThIO OTKPHITa. BO3MOXKHO, OH 3aCHYJI, IIOKa YHTAJ ee.

Kernas OBITH TOOIHXKE K HEeMYy, OHa OCTOPOZKHO JIETJIa PAOOM, HE U3[1dBasi HU 3BYKa. Konuuku
nansieB Kmoma, KOTOPEI€ OHA IIPU2KHKUMaAJId K IIEeKe, 3adP0KaJllu.

- Knog?

Ona pa36yguna ero. paH Bupena, Kak 3agpoKajid ero PeCHUIHL.

VipsH 130 Bcex cuil ©300pa3uia KpaCHUBYIO YIIBIOKY, COIPOTUBIIASACE KeJlaHuio 00HATh ero. OHa
X0Tesa, YTOOH ee OTpaXkKeHue B 3TUX I'Jla3ax ObIIO CAMBIM ITPEKPACHBEIM B MUpE.

Krmonm MenneHHO OTKPBII I1a3a.

LIBeT rna3 4epHHIN.

ToHKMe ry0Bl MOJIOAOT0 YeJI0BeKa APOTHYJIH MOJ MTPUCTaIbHEIM B3rJIsgmoM UpsH. CBouM
XPUIIJIOBATHIM COHHEIM I'OJIOCOM OH CJIaIkO CKa3all.

- JInnus...



Ona monxkHa 386paTB €ro Ha3ag KakK MO2KHO CKOpee. Iaxe ecnu IIPpUAOETCA CBA3aTh €r0 II0 PYKaM U
HOT'aM.

)%k

Korpa Knop npocHyics, Hal HUM CKJIOHUJICS HE3HAKOMBINM 4eloBeK. MyX4uHa unm xeHimuHa? OH He
MOT HOHSTh. Ha HeM OblyTa peIIapcKasi Ofexkaa.

- Hobpoe yTpo, rocriogus Knox.

[TonmpuBeTCTBOBAJ €r0 XKEHCKHUM ronoc. Mopras, Kinog okoHYaTeIbHO IIPOCHYJICS U, LIEeBEIIS
IIePeCcOoXIIUMU I'y0aMu, CIIPOCHIT:

- K10 THI...? TIoueMy Tl MeHS CBSI3BIBa€LIb?!

IeByIKa cTapaTebHO 00BsI3bIBajla BEPEBKOM €T0 3anscThsi. OHa TOHKO YIBIOHYIAach, BULS €r0
3aMelaTebCTBO.

- Bce B nopsigke, rocnonun Knon. He 6oiiTeck. 3mech HET HUYETO CTPAIIHOTO.

- Het, uTo 3a myTku! 9T0 onpeneneHHO He B nopsake Bemer! KTo Thl Takas, 4epT Bo3bMu?!

- Focmogun Kmnop, Tebe cy4aitHO HUYETO HE HAlIOMUHAET CJIOBO «ITUKHUK»?

- KTo ke TH Takad...?

H_II/IpOKO OTKPEITEIMHU I'JIa3aMM OEBYIIIKA IIPUCTAJIBHO ITOCMOTPEJIa Ha HETO.

Knon HEPBHO CTJIOTHYII, KOTJd HE3HAKOMKa I'DOMKO PaCCMesIaCh XU 3a9€M-TO JOCTAJla II€YEHbE.
CTpaHHBIfI 03H00 IIpoIIeI II0 €T0 KOXKe. Hoquy-To OHO BHITJIAOEIIO OY€Hb 3HAKOMBIM.

- 4l papa, 4TO 3aXBaTHUIIa €Tr0 Ha BCIKUU cly4dall. Teneps y rocnogruHa Kinoma HEeT HU Maru4eckoun
CHUIIBI, HY CIIOCOOHOCTH K NETOKCHUKAINU, BepHO? XOTs TBOM OPraHU3M IIPUBHIK K OTPABIIEHUSIM, U
JleKapcTBaM TPY[AHO Ha Tebs mericTBoBaTh. OmHAKO JIIOK yaydIua ero, 4ToOkl cuenaTth 6omee
MOLUHEIM. Teneps, rocrogud Kiopn, ckaxu: «Aaaa»!

- [I-nomoxknu, maBay MOTrOBOpPUM!

- O, roctioguH Kiof, HaM He HYKHBI HUKaKWe CJIoBa...!



['Ma3a geBYIIKY BCIBIXHYIA HENOOPEIM OTOHBKOM, KOTTla OHA CO CMEXOM MPUOIM3UIIach K HEMY.
KpaeMm co3nanus Knopm nmoHMMaUi, 4To OHA 3HaJIa €ro B IIPOIIIOM, HO cefidac 9To ero Majo 3a60Tuio,
TIOTOMY YTO OHa cOOMpaach 3aMUXHYTh EMY B POT COMHUTEIbHOE MEYEHEE.

- He conportusnsiics...!

- Cton, morogu!  He 3Haro, 4To 310. OCTAaHOBUCH!

- aBau ke, Oynb MyK4YUHOU!

9Ta ycMmexalolasics XKeHIMHA, MHITAIasIcs YoepKaTh ero, He HaBas BHIBEPHYTHCS U cOexKaTh,
HaroHsia Ha Hero ctpax. CUTyalusi CTaHOBUIACh U IIpaB/a IyTraoei.

Ho oHa He Oblyia TakKO¥M CUIIbHOM. MOKeT OBITh, U3-3a TOT'0, YTO OHA CBsI3asla €ro HacCIeX, y3es Ha
BepeBKe ocytab. OH pa3Bs3asics, T0Ka OHU OOPOIKCH HAa KPOBATH, U OCBOOOIHUII €T0 3aISICThS.
OcBoOoguBInerics pykoi Kion mpuxar rojiioBy geBYIIKYA K KPOBATH, a APYTOX - CKPYTUI PYKY 3a
CIIMHOM.

OH cMmor caenaTh 9To 0e3 Tpyna. Bo3aMoxkHO, Y Hero ObLIH HEKOTOPEIE TTO3HaHUS B 60EBHIX HCKYCCTBAX
WU YTO-TO B 3TOM POJE.

- 'oBOpPH, KTO THI, YEPT BO3bMH, TaKasd...?!

HepeBonﬂ obixaunue, Kmnon YCIIOKaHBaJICA. Ho TyT OH 3aM€THUJI, YTO CIIMHA HE3HAKOMKH OPO2Kajla, YTO
OIIeIOMHUIIO ero. KaxeTcs, OHa IITaKana.

<<HaBepHoe, g He OOJIZKEeH OBIJT TAK CUIBHO HAaXKHUMaTh...»

OO6ecCIIOKOEeHHBIN TeM, YTO OH MOT IPUYUHUTH el I'Ie-To 00J1b, OH 0C/Tabuil XBaTKy. B 9TOT MOMEHT
IeBYIIIKa JIOBKO IIepeBepHYyJachk Ha ciuHy. OH He yCIIes IIepexBaTUTh ee MpaBylo PyKy, Kak OHa
OTIIpaBUIIa €My B POT II€YEHbE, CJIETKA IPHUILEMUB SI3BIK.

Knopm nputien B SpoCTh ¥ 3aMeIIaTeNlbCTRO.

- Tl TPUTBOPSITIACH, YTO MJIAYEIH?!

- O, TBI MEHS He IIPaBUIIbHO MOHSIIT!

JleBasi pyKa [IeBYIIKY BHOBb ITpHUIIJIA B ABUKeHUe. OHa OBICTPO CIIpsiTaia ee, a 3aTeM CHOBa
TIOTIBITaIaCh BCYHYTh €My Ie4YeHbe, HO OH CTIOKOMHO CXBATHUJI €€ 3allsCThE.



- KTo THI HA caMOM fene, KTo...!

- [Touemy Ovl TeO€e He CIIPOCUTH Y Ce0s?

- Cpenou MOMX 3HAKOMBIX HET OJIYOHHUIL... S OyMalo.

- O, KaK UHTEPECHO. M 3TO TOBOPHUT YEJIOBEK, KOTOPHIM BRITTIAOUT KakK X0Osg4asi HEIIPUCTOMHOCTD?

- Xogsg4asi HEIPUCTOMHOCTH?!

- ...OHHU OOJIBIIIE HEe KPAaCHEIE.

Oun cuneiin CKPpeCTHB HOTY Ha KPOBATH. Ha MraoBenue ux B3TrISObI IIepeCeKiInCh, Kak BOPYT,
B3OPOTrHYB, IIJIeYX OEeBYIIKHN OIIYCTUJIINCE.

- Thl meHCTBUTENBHO MEHS HE IOMHMUIIb, [Ia...? - CIIPOCHUJIa HE3HAKOMKaA.

Krop onacancs BO3MOXKHOM JIOBYILKH, HO B €r0 TPYOX YTO-TO APOTHYJIO OT CJIOB, IPOM3HECEHHBIX
NEBYLLKOU.

«KT0 oHa? 4 He 3Hal0, HE IIOMHIO».

307I0TUCTHIE BOJIOCH], K KOTOPBEIM, KaXKeTCSI, MPUSITHO IIPUKOCHYTHCS, U T'JIa3a, KOTOPHIE SPKO CUSIOT,
KaK rojy0oil gparoieHHbI KaMeHb.

- JlagHO, ecnu 9TO Tak, C 3TUM HUYEero He IIofesaelllb, Toraa! HO}KaHyﬁCTa, XKEeHHUCh Ha MHe!

Yro 3a Henensll xox MeIcTier? OH He 3HaJI, KakK eMy Ha 9TO pearupoBaTh.

Vnribasich, meBYIIKa PadyIIHO PACKUHYA ITepen HUM PyKu. Kion, u3MoTaHHbIH 00JIbIIe YMCTBEHHO,
yeM QU3NYeCcKH, OIMYCTUII PYKH Ha KPOBATh U KUBHYII.

- Kax T MOXeIls OBITh TaKOH...

- [TpocTo ckaxu «ga», u s oberraio Tebe KOMPOPTHYIO KU3Hb U cHacTIuBOe Oynyiiee. Ecinu Th
XO4eIb OBITh CYACTIMBEIM, TO OyIb CMEJIBIM U CHeJIal MepBHIH IIar.

- 9TO KaKOH-TO HOBBIM BUJ peJ'II/Il"I/II/I? He3zaBucuMo OT TOr0, HACKOIBKO CUIBHO I IIOTEePAII IaMATh, A
H€ HaCTOJIBKO I'JIVII, YTOOBI BECTH IIeperoBOpsl C KEM-TO, Yb€ UMM OazKe He 3Halo.



- OH, melCTBUTENBHO. MHe XKamb. f clierka nepeBoIHOBaIaCh.

[TogHSBIINCE C KPOBATH, [EeBYIIKa Cesala uieaabHbIM peBepaHc, 6yaydu ogeTou B Gopmy
WmMnepckon ['Bapaum.

- [IpusaTHO mo3HakKOMuUTHCS. MpaH JlopeH 0’ AyTpuc.
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